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FILMS’ ‘CRY WOLF BOOMERANGS 





‘Met Shutdown Purely Real Estate 


Deal to Get Out From Under? 





By ARTHUR BRONSON + 


A week after N. Y.’s Metropolitan 
Opera Assn. tossed out its bomb- | 
shell announcement that it was 
cancellirg its 1948-49 season due | 
to deficits and union trouble, it 
looked to the trade that the close- 
down would stick. 

Despite recurrent rumors that 
the statement was a blind or a 
trial balloon; that it was a pitch | 
for public funds; that the Met) 
would still open on schedule ‘in | 
October, or. at least have a cur- 
tailed season starting in January— 
the Met’s board seemed likely to 
go through with its decision. That | 
is, unless there was stronger pres- | 
sure, or a greater public outcry, | 
than the polite protests made by | 
the interested parties, or in the | 
press, to date. : 

There have been scurryings 
about of artists on the Met roster, 
and by their managers, as well as 
other parties involved. The mu- 
sicians union, fingerpointed as the 
chief culprit because it asked for a 
wage raise after two years, then 


(Continued on page 50) 


Ohio Showboat Does Boff 
Bizas Prof Uses Steamer 
For College Thesis Work 


East Liverpool, O., Aug. 10. . 

The steamer Majestic, believed 
the only floating showboat in the 
U.S., which has been presenting 
programs at various ports on the 
Ohio River, has shown a steady 
profit since the first month (June) 
and 24 of the last 25 performances 
in July have been sellouts. This 
is reported by Prof. G. Harry 
Wright, of Kent State Univ., man- 
ager and co-director, with Prof. 
Robert Pearce of. Hiram College, 
of the plays and vaudeville pro- 
grams. 

Prof. Wright is writing his doc- 








‘tor’s thesis on the showboat era 


of theatre business, and is making 
the Majestic’s schedule conform 
to his research. The cast is made 
up of a group of speech students 
from Kent and Hiram, who will 
receive credit for 15 college hours 
for their work on the Majestic 
this summer. Nearly every student 
(Continued on page 55) 





- Kenny Foundation Asks 


Ban on Fake Exhibits 


New Haven, Aug. 10. 

The Sister Kenny Foundation, 
for relief of polio, has issued a 
warning to carnival and circus op- 
erators not to book phony exhibits 
under guise of being sponsored by 
the foundation. Warning came as a 
result of arrest of a carnival op- 
erator at Savin Rock, Conn., for 
showing an iron lung under foun- 
dation sponsorship tag. Tray for 
contributions was beside the ap- 
paratus. 

Organization spokesman stated 


the SKF does not sponsor zag 


exhibits. 


First Olympic Pro 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
First Olympic winner to turn pro 


‘is Mrs. Vicki Draves, swimming 


star, who will make her debut in a 
show, “Rhapsody in Swingtime,” in 
Soldiers’ Field here starting Aug. 
29. Crosby Productions pacted the 
mermaid. 

Show will be for the benefit of 
the Illinois Police Assn. 


ABC's $1,300,000 
0G Amateur Hr.; 
Also Com] on TY 


Biggest spurt of selling around 
the webs in recent weeks has just 
been achieved by ABC, with the 
wrap up of Old Gold bankrolling 
for a full-hour Wednesday night 
“Original Amateur Hour,” hiking 
gross time billings inked by the 
web in the last two weeks to 
$3,524,000. 

OG, which already picks up the 
tab on two quarter-hour segments 
of “Stop the Music,” at the same 
time bought the video version of 
“Amateur Hour” on the DuMont 
network. Plans call for airing of 
the stanza over at least nine TV 
stations, some serviced via Du- 
Mont’s Teletranscription film. Deal 
makes OG the first sponsor of a 
regularly aired coast-to-coast tele 
show, one or more of the sched- 
uled outlets being on the Coast. 

“Hour,” produced by the same 
staff which did the show for the 
late Major Bowes for 14 years— 
present packager is Lou Goldberg 
—will be carried by 173 ABC sta- 
tions at a gross time cost of 
$1,300,000. Stanza gets the 8-9 
‘p.m, Wednesday segment and the 


(Continued on page 53) 


NEW LOOK IN SHOW BIZ; 
CHORINES ON HOSSBACK 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Galloping thisaway, but not on 
the screen, comes a new equestrian 
show, “Horsecapades,” described 
as a musical extravaganza on 
horseback, to be produced by 
Mark T. Smith with beautiful gals 
on beautiful steeds, it says here, 
for 90 minutes of entertainment. 

“Horsecapades” makes its bow 
Aug. 21 at the San Joaquin Coun- 
ty . Fair, Stockton, Cal., Jerry 
Colonna rides his trick horse and 
emcees the opener. Show then 
goes into ball parks, football stadi- 
ums and indoor arenas across the 
country. Smith, internationally 
known as a horse trainer, will 
function as ringmaster. Asso- 


(Continued on page 55) 

















DOWNBEAT TALK 
HURTING AT 8.0. 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Those screams of “Murder!” that 
have sounded through the film in- 
dustry this summer on the status 
of the b.o. are more than some- 
what exaggerations of this situa- 
tion. That is clear from a careful 
company - by-company survey on 
film and theatre grosses during the 
past week. 

At least one distrib is actually 
ahead of a year ago on rentals, two 
others are even with 1947, and the 
rest are admittedly behind. Like- 
wise, major and indie theatre cir- 
cuits are trailing their last year’s 
records. But the declines, When it 
comes to actual statistics, are rela- 
tively minor and not to be unex- 
pected in comparison with postwar 
boom years. Grosses are still 50% 
or more better than pre-war and, 
fiscal officers of the companies ad- 
mit, far from a reason for the free 
use recently made of the crying 
towel routine. 

Beefs on the state of the box- 
office, started by certain industry 
leaders themselves, may have 
turned into a boomerang that has 
actually hurt business, in the opin- 
ion of astute observers. The “we’re- 
so-bad-off”’ technique was _insti- 
tuted by several company toppers 
as a means of impressing their 


(Continued on page 46) 


EVEN WITH GAMBLING, 
SARATOGA SEASON NSG 


Saratoga, Aug. 10. 

Lifting of the gambling lid at the 
resort has accelerated trade to 
some extent, but not enough to get 
the nitery operators out of their 
pessimistic mood. Niteries have 
been playing to sparse crowds 
despite the openings of the casinos. 
The cafes are still running in the 
red and indications are that it may 
be impossible to put the season on 
the black side of the ledger. 

The local politicos permitted the 
games to reopen Wednesday (4), 
but it was the type of okay that 
still has the boys in the back rooms 
a bit shaky. Okay didn’t stem from 
Albany where it really counts, and 
if the politicos from the state capi- 
tal give an adverse worg, state 


(Continued on page 53) 


Paris Creations With __ 
A Singing Com’! Lift 

Paris, Aug. 10. 
Paris couturiers, long noted for 
their showmanship, have added a 
wrinkle via a _ glorified singing 
commercial. This occurred twice at 
the Jacques Fath opening when, 
for a wedding gown, the manne- 
quin was serenaded, during her 
parade, with Gounod’s “Ave 
Maria.” Another wedding dress, 
later in the fashion show, was 
themed by Schubert's “Serenade.” 
For fashion scouts: skirts a little 
shorter, but not much modification 
of the “new look”; and they are; 
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Boycott of British Films, Because 
Of Palestine, Spreading in the U.S. 


* The boycott against British films, 
; initiated by the radical wing of the 
Joison S London Yen |Ziorwt movement, has become 

; | highly effective in New York and 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. | now shows signs of spreading to 

Al Jolson has that London yen, | other cities. The next stop may be 
too, now that Danny Kaye, Sophie | Roston where J Arthur Rank’s 
Tucker, Harry Richman, the An- “}Jamlet” ig slated for its U. S 
drews Sisters, Jack Benny, et al. preem this month. Sons of Liberty 
have clicked so resoundingly. | Boycott Committee, organization 
Jolson may hop to London in| sponsoring the drive against Brit- 
October for four weeks at the ish imports, is attempting to ar- 
Palladium. His idea is to take four | Fange a picket line around the As- 
acts with him and go over as a unit. ' tor theatre there on the opening 
driving down total revenues on 


Coast Air Shows 
Anglo. pix to approximately $35,- 


The boycott’s bite has been felt 

° + 000 weekly. Following settlement 
ll in | |of the Anglo-American tax difficul- 
e ae | ties, British films had rallied in 


in a number of metropolitan cen- 
‘the U. S, te the point where they 











ters and is one factor in again 


Strictly as an offshoot of televi- 
sion and the bid to wrap up top air. 
stars for a two-way AM and TV 
spread, New York’s preeminence | 
as an originating point for radio 
shows may be reestablished. 


As far as the major comedy show 
personalities are concerned, it’s 
been strictly Hollywood's “baby” 
for some years. But with Man- 
hattan destined to remain the key 
production center of television, at 
least until coast-to-coast coaxiai 
programming becomes a _ reality 
(perhaps in ’51 or '52), more and) 
more of the bigtime stars and air | 
properties are expected to fall in| 
with an L. A.-to-N. Y. trend as they 
set their sights on the video 
medium. -And by the ’51-’52 era of 
transcontinental TV networks, it’s 
anticipated that New York will 
have firmly entrenched itself as the 
No. It. TV production center and 
retain its hold on the top artists. 

For years Amos ‘n’ Andy have 
been entrenched on the Coast, but 
when their Lever Bros. contract 
expires next year and they move in 
on their projected two-way radio- 
tele ride, they plan the eastward 

(Continued on page 55) 


HOME STATE TALENT 











Department of Commerce of 
the State of Pennsylvania is round- | 
ing up stars from all theatrical | 
fields who were born in that state, | 
to participate in a “Pennsylvania | 


burg; Mosque, Pittsburgh, 
Convention Hall, Philadelphia, as 
part of the week’s fiesta. 


Fred Waring is chairman of the 


out the country. Nelson Eddy, 
Adolphe Menjou, Tommy and Jim- 
my Dorsey are only a few of the 





tight around the legs. 


long list of names being sought. 


ROUNDUP FOR PENNA. 


Week” celebration, Sept. 27-Oct. 1. | reaching nye per etoot, dancing, 


Idea is to stage three gigantic sort 
shows at the Auditorium, Harris- | new ae - 





were garnering some $55,000 week- 
ly. High point reached was early 


For Tele Spread |. sis est exci’ sas sry 


were doing $100,000 weekly. 
Resistance in New York has 
grown so strong that for the first 
time a boycott against an Ameri- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Canadian-Made Film 
About VD a Boxoffice 
Phenomenon in Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 10, 
s Current film phenomenon is 
Sins of the Fathers,” now in its 





second week, with the Royal Alex- 
andra the only house in town en- 


| joying four-block-long lineups for 


thrice-daily performances of a 
made-in-Canada_ feature _dealing 
with the perils of venereal disease. 
This type of picture moves in cy- 
cles and currently it’s the afore- 
said, made in 11 days of shooting 
at a cost of only $68,000 by Larry 
Cromien, producer of Canadian 
Motion Picture Productions, and 
bese distributed by Paul May- 
Apart from boxoffice recepti 
with capacity at all times an 
for the segregated audiences— 
twice for women and once for men 
daily—startling fact is that “Sins” 
is literally bowling over the cus- 
tomers to extent that six registered 
(Continued on Page 55) ,_ 


Patrons Hoofing Barefoot 
In Kansas City Nitery 


Kansas City, Aug. 10. 
; Newest fad among nitery patrons 





@ peak in the Ozark re- 
Key figures in the 
Dave and June Rob- 


and ' erts, former vaude team who did’ a 


barefoot in clubs and th 
atres more than a decade ago. “3 


Ozark Lodge, and now operat 
the Barefoot Night Club. Floor 
covered with cedar sawdust, 


“ey : 
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Parisians Flock to 


Heat; Cannes Has Stars, No Festival 


Paris, Aug. 3. 

Following a winterish season, 
which brought wood fires to Paris 
drawing rooms in July, the tem- 
perature is now hitting 95 de- 
grees. The sudden heat wave 
makes everybody anxious to get 
away to the Riviera or other sea 
resorts 

Tourists are still arriving in 
droves but not staying here long. 
The Bob Considines stayed just 
iwo days on their way te London 
while Hi:degarde is rushing te the 
Riviera and Rome after a brief 
week in Paris. Since the fine 
weather arrived so late, Deauville 
missed much patronage and the 
Riviera was the heavy scorer. Lat- 
ter spot is where Broadway and 
Holiywood visitors are parking 
now, with Biarritz hoping to catch 
some of them later on. 

Nudity is the current craze on 
the Riviera, with nude midnight 
bathing parties off Cannes. 

Gendarmes have nothing to say 
about the “prettiest legs” com- 

tition at Maxim’s, in Juan les 
“ins, where the girls, wearing 
masks and the equivalent of tops 
of pajamas, appear in public. So 
they don’t exactly fear the off- 
cials. 

Last year Cannes had a festival 
and no stars. This year, it has no 
festival but stars galore. Latier, 
however, are getting tired of be- 
ing a tourist attraction and are 
seeking some seclusion, like the 
Duke of Windsor, who complains 
there are too many interlopers 
around. 

Alberto Dodero, Argentine mil- 

(Continued on page 138) 


Niie Baseball's Boff B.0. 
Hurting the Lesser Exhibs 
Hore Than Ever This Year 


Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 

Film exchanges here report that 
with night baseball springing up 
even in the territory’s smaller 
towns the small-town exhibitors 
are being badly hurt and request- 
ing summer film rental adjust- 
ments on an increasing scale. 

League and independent bail 
clubs, in towns of 2,000 and up, 
have been installing lighting sys- 
tems in enclosed ball parks and 
improving old systems as well as 





expanding their night baseball pro- | 


Local branch managers realize 


that the night baseball is much 
worse competition for~ the show- 
houses in the small towns than it 
is in the eities because of the limi- 
ted population that amusements 
have te draw on in the smaller 
communities. 

A typical example cited is that 
of Delano, Minn., population 3.000, 
where there’s night baseball as 
eften as four nights a week and 
where a Monday night game be- 
tween the home team and House 
of David grossed $600. 


Jack Warner, Jr.'s Spot 
In London for a Year 


With its Burbank lot currently 





humming with some six films in. 


work, Warners is also considering 
a step-up in foreign picture-mak- 
ing. Studio’s production veepee. 
Jack L. Warner, has been abroad 
fer some time, studying the situa- 


tion, while his son, Jack M.. 


Warner, sailed from New York 
Friday (6) on the Queen Elizabeth 
for huddies with his father in 
Britain on the same subject. 

The younger Warner, it’s under- 
stood, will be away about a year 
and will act in the nature of a 
liaison chief between the company’s 
production staffs in Britain and its 
top staffers in New York and Hol- 
lywood. Firm’s Teddington studio 

(Continued on page 47) 


WALL STREET’S 


= MOST WIDELY READ 
FINANCIAL WRITER 


Riviera te Beat 





Metroites on the Lam; 
Schary, Tracy, Strickling, 
Dietz N.Y.-L.A. and London 


While Metro sales veepee Bill 
Rodgers was conducting a student 
salesmen and other merchandizing 
seminar at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
on Monday (9), Dore Scharv met 
the homeoffice executives at an 
inner-circie luncheon in the 
Loew's private dining room. Schary 
new production chief at the studio 
‘second only to Louis B. Mayer, 
arrived in New York on Sunday 
to meet executive associates and 
returns today (Wed.). 

Spencer Tracy, Howard Strick- | 
ling and Clark Gable get in tomor- 


row (Thurs.) from several 
mionths in London, where | 
Tracy made “Edward My Son.” 
Leew'’s pub-ad veepee Howard 
Ditz clippers to London, Satur- 
day (14), but is purposely staying 
over until Strickling, who set up| 


a new London studio pub-ad opera- 
tion. returned. They will huddle 
intensively until Strickling pulls 
out for the Coast on Friday. Gable 
was vacationing. 
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320th Week! 
| KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1948’ 

| £1 Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
| All-time long run record in the 
| legitimate theatre. 

“BILL AND COO” 


Cong. Hoffman 
Airs Pix Views 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Congress heard another plea for 
“cleaner and more amusing pic- 
tures” last week—from exireme 
right-wing Congressman Clare 
Hoffman (R., Mich.). “If the indus- 
try would only wake up and realize 
that this ifs what the movie-going 











Occasion for the speech was 





Studios Rush Slapstick Pix In 
Heavy Trend to Bellylaff Grosses 





Pres. Traman Appoints 
5-Man Advisory Board 
For Foreign Info Setup 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
President Truman on Monday 
'{9) named the members of the 
five-man advisory commission set 
up under the Smith-Mundt act to 
|advise the State Department on tts 
foreign information program, in- 
cluding radio, pix, newsreels, and 
| publications. 

Chairman will be Mark Eth- 
‘ridge. publisher of the Louisville 
Jeurnal. Members include NAB 
'president Justin Miller, General 
Electric chairman Philip D. Reed, 
|Christian Science Monitor Editor 
Erwin D. Canham, and Mark A. 
| May, Director of the Yale Institute 
lof Human Relations. 
| The five members, who will 
iserve as interim appointees since 
senate confirmation is required un- 
der the law, will advise Assistant 
Secretary of State George V. Alien. 
Pres. Truman was much criticized 
for his delay in naming the board 
members—the act authorizing the 
board passed congress in January. 


Brit. Pix Talent 








tn Geagy dee ee 
Beef at US. Influx 


Evil in Summer 


Toronto, Aug. 10. 


Charges that “evil and  per- 


sional Reeord an article en Eric 
Johnston by Rey Norr in the Au- 
gust issue of Salute. The article, 
entitled “The Man in Hollywood's 
Hottest Seat,.”’ lauds Johnston as 


9 Hoffman's inserting im the Congres- | 


London, Aug. 10. 
| Left on the shelf by their ex- 
| clusion from the official and semi- 
| official bodies that have been set 


nicious scenes” have been allowed |typical of the “new blood’ needed | up to guide British production, 200 


to remain in “Summer Holiday” 
(M-G) after a Canadian clergy pre- 
view audience was promised that 
sucii scenes would be scissored, 
has O. J. Silverthorne, censor 
board chairman, on the spot. In 
an editorial in the Canadian 
United Church, Protestant month- 
ly periodical, Silverthorne is casti- 
gated for a 
omitting deletions that were 
asked by Protestant clergy pre- 
viewers and Father Paul McGrath, 
head of the Catholic Legion of De- 
cency in. Canada. Silverthorne 
claims in rebuttal that he made the 
| deletions agreed upon. 

“Summer Holiday” cuts, asked | 
for by the religious censors, in- 
‘eluded the Fourth of July beer- 
drinking contest and the “make” 
scene with the juvenile in the 


“Double-Cross” for |! 


to improve Hollywood's films, but 
declares that he is “now shaky on 
his throne.” 

' Villains of the Norr piece are a 
“few counting-house showmen, 
;without training, taste or tradition 
iin the arts,” who Norr deciares 
jhave a strangichold on film-mak- 
jing. * 

Hoffman quoted a “prominent 

(Continued on page 16) 





Keaton’s Paris Circus 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Ready for signing is a deal call- 
ing for Buster Keaton to star at 
the Medraruo Circus in Paris for 
six weeks in late autumn. 
Keaton played there last fall and 
was slated for a return engage- 





Tavern. United Chureh Observer 
editorial claims these sequences | 


/weren't deleted and that customer | 
‘complaints are coming into church | 


authorities, that Silverthorne | 


“broke his promise.” 


RKO COMPLETES FIRST 
PRO-INDUSTRY SHORT 


Initial one-reeler to plug the film 
industry under the joint auspices 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America and Academy of Motion 


Picture Arts & Sciences has been 
completed by RKO. Film is now 
being cut but will not be released 
until MPAA gets the full approval 
of such exhib organizations as Na- 
tional Allied States and the Thea- 
tre Owners of America. Grant 
Leenhouts is handling the series 
of industry-boosters for MPAA. 

Titled “Let's Go to the Movies,” 
screenpiay by Carl Foreman for 
the kickoff short analyzes relation- 
ship between Hollywood and the 
rest of U. S. economy. Pic breaks 
down the boxoffice dollar into the 
following channels: 4lc. remaining 
in neighborhoods for theatre op- 
erating expenses; 10c. for distribu- 
tion costs, 14c. for production costs, 
25e. for Government taxes, and 
'10e. .for profit. 





ment early this year but the deal 
was postponed because of a writ- 
ing commitment at Metro. 


Booking for 6 Weeks 








Too Much Civic Virtue 


Paramount homeoffice em- 
ployves are going nuts—almost 
literally — fromr the constant 
din of giant loudspeakers in 
Times square plugging various 
charities and civic events. The 
haranguing by the announcer, 
singing by guest stars and al- 
leged entertainment for pas- 
sersby has had such an unnerv- 
ing effect on the Par staff and 
so lowered efficiency that com- 
pany execs are considering 
carrying a plea to the city for 
a halt. 

Initial campaign for which 
the gargantuan amplifying set- 
up was used was one staged by 
the film industry—so Par was 
in no position to put up a 
squawk. It was the United Na- 
tiens Appeal for Children. Last 
week it was an effort to sell 
tickets to the eity’s Golden 
Jubilee Air Show at the new 
International Airport. The 
sound comes wafting into open 
Paramount building windows 
in such strength that it is fre- 
quently impossible even to 
hear on a telephone. 


—— 7 











families who buy 


Journal-American’s Leslie Could 
Scores 88°% Readership Among 
Top-Ranking Executives. 
Recent ‘Financial World” independent 


survey places Journal-American editor 
tops in New York. 


evening paper read the J-A. Among 
them is this dominant Wall St. audience. 


film artist members of British Ac- 
ters Equity, including many top- 


line stars, attended a mass pro-! 


test meeting in London Saturday 
(7) and launched a barrage agatnst 
American topliners who are sched- 
uled to work in British studios. 

Opening the barrage, Gordon 
Sandison, Equity general secretary, 
‘said artists were well aware of the 
| dangers, as well as the possibilities, 
| of the Anglo-U. S. agreement, and 
proceeded to criticize the Korda- 
| Selznick agreement under which 
| films will be made here with 
| frozen coin, using American stars 
_but British technicians. 
Sandison contended that owing 
to 
| Wilson's Advisory Committee, ac- 
|tors were unable to press for the 
| Same safeguards as technicians and 
others engaged in production of 
| British films. ; 
| Quoting a Variety story on the 
(use of frozen dollars, Derrick de 
| Marney declared they mustn't al- 
‘low Hollywood or the Board of 
Trade to ship in any number of 
| Hollywood stars just to make the 
film agreement work. 

Dame Edith Evans, who is now 
| working on her second pix produc- 
| (Continued on page 47) 


‘BERLIN, LIKE GERSHWIN, 
GOES IN FOR PAINTING 


Irving Berlin is emulating anoth- 
er American songsmith, (the late) 





coming a successful painter as well. 
Berlin took up the painting. hobby 


lowing an arduous exploitation 
trek in connection with the release 
of his current “Easter Parade” 
(Metro), and discovered that his 


tic results. Intimates of the song- 
smith point to three canvasses Ber- 
lin brought back from the island 
retreat which indicate he _pos- 
sesses an heretofore unsuspected 
talent. 

The Gershwin analogy continues 
its direct parallel in that one day 

(Continued on page 46) 





42 of every 100 
a@ metropolitan N. Y. 


their exclusion from Harold | 


George Gershwin, in possibly be-| 


in Bermuda on his recent month's — 
holiday there with his family, fol- 


idling may perhaps produce realis- | 





* By WHITNEY WILLIAMS 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Hollywood is in the midst of 
the biggest furious-comedy cycle 
since the days of screwball fun- 
fests seven or eight vears ago 

It all stems from the suddenly- 
awakened awareness on part of 
producers that if boxoffice is to 
be revitalized comedies will do 
the trick, and the more slapstick 
and farcical the material the long- 
er lines outside the boxoffice. Ed- 
ward Small’s “The Fuller Brush 
Man” is typical of the trend. “Ab- 
bett and Costello Meet Franken- 
stein” is another. 

Slapstick Rules Lots 

Result is that at least one of 
these wild-eyed vehicles is on 
every schedule, with some lots 
dipping more deeply into the 
hopper for more than one. 

Already completed, and fitting 
neatly into the eurrent trend, are 
‘Julia Misbehaves” ‘(Garson and 
Pidgeon) at Metro: Bob Hope's 
“The Paleface.” at Paramount, 
with Bing Crosby’s “A Connecti- 


cut Yankee at King Arthur's 
Court,” while not slapstick, still 
sly and belly-variety comedy; “The 
Tatlock Millions,” also at Para- 
mount 

Warners has “Two Guys from 
Texas” (Dennis Morgan and Jack 
Carson) which qualifies for this 
classification. Of higher - order 
comedy, Leo MeCarey’s “Good 
Sam,” which RKO will release, is 
a classy affair, and Universal's 


“Mr. Peabody and the Mermaid,” 
produced by Nunnally - Johnson, 
‘Continifed on page 24) 


Lack of New Films Only 
Gripe in Israel With 
Show Business Active 


Tel Aviv, July 30. 

Showmen in Palestine aren't 
griping about business. They 
have plenty of it despite air raids, 
street fighting and electric short- 
ages. 

What they want are new pic- 
tures. For nearly three months, 
not a single print has been de- 
ilivered in Jewish Palestine due 
to the waterfront blockade and 
erratic air schedules. Their back- 
log is quickly diminishing and the 
Jewish Army is pressing for sol- 
dier shows as well. 
| Outside of Jerusalem, where 
most of the cinemas are closed 
due to the fighting, Tel Aviv and 
Haifa are the major centers of cin- 
ema biz. The two codstal metro- 
polises share 11 permanent houses 
and the villages and settlements 
have 30 more. : 

The Israeli Army has established 
a “USO” which tours the front- 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘Lulu Belle’ Okayed For 
Only Downtown Memphis 


Memphis, Aug. 10. 
xts a woman's privilege to 
change her mind—but here this 
week Lloyd T. Binford, Memphis’ 
baffling censor czar, has taken the 
play away from the gals. 

After putting the “Binfordized 
blasteroo” on Columbia’s “Lulu 
Belle’ here last month, the Mem- 
phis censor chairman finally gave 
the pic the green light to open 
at the local Malco Aug. 12. In 
reconsidering his banning of the 
Columbia pic, starring Dorothy La- 
mour, Binford said: “The picture 
can play here in Memphis at only 
downtown theatres and not neigh- 
borhood houses where children can 
see it.” 

Binford continued by saying, 
“the objectionable scenes of the 
picture have been deleted and I 
believe it is worthwhile now for 
our Memphis audience only in the 
‘downtown area,” he emphasized. 
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Unger’s Ankling From UA Spurs Exec 
Reshuffle To Speed Pix Liquidation 


Realignment of execs in United 
Artists’ sales organization this week 


is aimed at speeding up liquidation 
While that is not viewed | 


; prexy Gri ; and the board | 
ay Deans Seen Sxeee oe ' it is | tinued their retreat from the year’s 


of films. 


of directors as a cure-all, 
hoped that, in large measure, it 
will solve the company’s two major 
problems currently: 


1. Frequent weeks in the red, | 


when overhead and the cost of 
operating the organization has ex- 
ceeded income; and 

2. Uncertainties on availability 
to the company of indie product 
for distribution. a 

Major change this week was the 
resignation, after two and one-half 
years in the post, of Joseph J. 
Unger as general sales manager. 


With no successor to be named to | 
Unger, plan is for Sears himself | 


and for Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., his 
executive assistant, to take a more 
active and direct hand in selling 
films. Result is expected to be con- 
siderable added pressure on the 
sales organization to clear the 
bottlenecks and get dates fer pic- 
tures. 

Unger’s resignation was fore- 
shadowed by Lazarus’ promotion 


3 

' “Pe . if felt. . ay 

from advertising and publicity di- Down Up Profit Small group will be ‘Part Of the 14) ° "|" Baik etes* aad ‘ ; 
rector little more than a month ] execs making the trip via TWA ting e curren ‘S 
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Legion of Decency Gives 
Its Part Okay To ‘Outlaw’ 
For ‘Adults Only’ Class 


Howard Hughes has reportedly 
‘succeeded, through an intermed- 

iary in New York, to have the 
Legion of Decency take his “Out- 
law” off its condemned list and 
move it up into the “B” (for adults 
only) classification. Move is said to 
be preliminary to the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America granting the 
long-embattled Jane Russell-star- 
rer a Production Code Administra- 
tion seal. 

Hughes is understood to be mak- 
ing certain deletions in the film to 
meet the objections of the Cath- 
olic agency. He'll probably have to 
change certain of his advertising, 
too. since it was his refusal to 
abide by MPAA rules on ads that 
led to the revocation of the “Out- 
law” seal. 

Producer's new industry position 
as controlling stockholder of RKO 
is undoubtedly tied up with his 
willingness, never before expressed, 
to make the changes necessary for 
Legion and MPAA approval of the 
film, which he made independently 
for distribution by United Artists. 

Pic has done phenomenal biz 
wherever .it has played, but it has 





George Canty, filled the State 
Dept. job for four years, left at 
the end of January for a new post 
in Berne. He was followed in rapid- 
fire order by R. Horton Henry, 
Beale, and now Gay. 


+ 
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Stock’s July Skid 


Amusement stocks in July con- 


high in May along with the general 
level of heavy industry and luxury 
holdings. Total price quotes on all 
amusement stocks listed on the 
N. Y. stock exchange slid $53,505,- 
624, settling to an overall valuation 
@ $673,858,685 by July 30. Among 
the stocks on the big board are the 
seven major film companies (all 
except United Artists), the big ra- 
dio nets and disk outfits. 

Average price of amusement 
stock was $15.63 per share on July 
30. Closeout price in June was 
$17.10 while May’s average was 
$18.39. 


EL Proves Prod. 
Can Bring Costs 





Tackling the production cost 
problem which is proving the in- 
dustry’s toughest nut to crack, 


Eagle Lion in the past year has 
brought down its average per-pic- 
ture outlay to $500,000 from a high 
which averaged over $1,100,000. 
The big job swung under the sup- 
ervision of Arthur Krim, EL’s 
prexy who took 6Ver studio chores 
in June, 1947, has meant the dif- 
ference between losing operations 
and an advance into the profit 
margin. Company execs empha- 
size the trick was turned in con- 
junction with a strengthening of 
the films’ b.o. exploitability. 
While EL suffered sizeable losses 
in a number of pix made in its 
(Continued on page 22) 


LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF 
GOP SLICING B.0. TAX 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Faint hope is held here for a 
slice in admission taxes, despite a 
statement by Senator Eugene D. 
Millikin (R.-Colo), chairman of the 
Senate Finance Committee, that 
he’s confident the next session -of 
Congress would legislate cuts in 
existing excise taxes. Solon, how- 
ever, qualified his optimism by ad- 
mitting that any prospective reduc- 
tions hinged on whether a budget- 
ary surplus is in the offing. 

A scale-down in excise bites 











finity with ABPC, the British 
firm's chairman, Sir Philip War- 
ter, recently denied at a stock- 
holders’ meeting that the U. S. 
company held a controlling inter- 
est. 





PLANE TOLONOON, 


_S. EXECS FOREIGN ‘INVA 
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Bankers Trust VP. 


Sees Comeback’ 


PARIS NEXT WEEK OF the Independent Film Producer 
~ When Economic Conditions Improve 


In the most dramatic move yet 
made by the film industry to settle 


lits overseas problems, 14 top execs 


of the major companies will make 
a mass flight to London and Paris 
next Tuesday (17). Blueprint of 
the procedure to be followed when 
they arrive abroad will be plotted 
at a hurriedly called secret session 
of the 14 at headquarters of the 


Motion Picture Assn. of America | 


in New York tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 

Startling action 
bull-by-the-horns movement for 
personal contact with J. Arthur 
Rank and the French foreign min- 
istry in an effort to clear up, on an 
across-the-table basis, problems 
that might otherwise fester into an 
incurable boil. U.S. industryites 
have certain ideas on countering 
British restrictions on their prod- 
uct and feel they can considerably 


Clear the air with some man-to-| 


man talks. 


A special subcommittee of four— | 
three company toppers, plus MPAA 


Johnston—will be 
named tomorrow to call on Rank 


prexy Eric 


when the party arrives in London. ; 


One of two plans to meet the 
British restrictions will be laid be- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Sam Katz Talks 
Retiring From M-G 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Sam Katz has been talking with 
Metro execs. about retiring since 
returning from Chicago where he 
attended the funeral of his brother 
Harry Katz, prexy of Monarch 
Theatres. Katz, with the studio 
around 13 years, has been one of 
the top executives in charge of pro- 
duction. His retirement would not 
be effective until March. His cur- 





rent contract, which has about 514) 


years to run, includes provisions 
for bonuses. Under the Metro re- 
tirement plan, he’s eligible to re- 


tire the beginning of next spring | 


and understood his annual income 


from the retirement plan would be. 


around $35,000 for life. 
It’s also reported that, 


contract, he will have $1,000,000 
(Continued on page 22) 


is a take-the-| 


should | 
Katz arrive at a settlement of his. 





WB’s British Largesse 


London, Aug. 10. 

All Warner Bros. personne! in 
England, numbering 550 at the 
Teddington studios and the Warner 
‘theatre in London, were given a 
mid-year bonus last week. Un- 
| disclosed amount of coin was div- 
|vied on the basis of income over 
the last 12 month period. 

Bonus payment was arranged be- 
| tween managing director Arthur S. 
Abeles, Jr., and U. S. execs Jack 
L. Warner and Samuel Schneider | 
during their recent visits to Len- | 
, don. 


U. Production 


Meet Decides On 





Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Series of meetings being staged 
at Universal's studios this week 
by company’s production and dis- 
tribution toppers have apparently 
resolved in a compromise in the 
company’s hunt for an answer to 


| flagging» pix revenues. U's execs 

have decided on budget ceilings 
| between $1,500,000 and $2.000,000 
|per pic for upcoming “A” prod- 
luct. This indicates that William 
| Goetz, U’s production chief, has 
;}won his point that the company 
| should not backslide into produc- 





|ing a mixture of A’s and B’s. 

| A vociferous faction in U had 
| been plugging for more B’s, others 
| proposed that U make six or more 
/purely “exploitation” films yearly, 
‘not to exceed $500,000, while 
ra (Continued on page 22) 





FLACK WANTS DOUGH 
Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 
Peggy Ann Garner’s salary at 
Eagle Lion was attached by the 
sheriff in a suit for $2,000 filed 
'by Henry Rogers, press agent. 
Rogers claimed that amount 
was due for services rendered dur- 
ing four months ending July 10, 
‘this year. 





National Box 


office Survey 


* Bankers Trust Co., 





phis, Atlantic City, Portland, Ore.;| Cleve. “Bring "Em Back Alive” 

Syracuse and Newark. \(RKO), on reissue, shapes stout in 
Others in the Big 10 are closely Washington and Pitt. “Blandings” 

bunched, being “Easter Parade” (SRO) looks solid in Buffalo. 


New York, 
one of the three most active banks 


in the country in indie production 
financing, hasn’t even had a re- 
quest for a loan in almost three 
months. That was cited by Alex H. 
Ardrey, bank's v.p. in charge of 
film financing, as indicative of the 
current status of indie production. 

Ardrey isn't pessimistic, how- 
ever, about the future of the indie. 
“They’re out to lunch at the mo- 
ment,” he declared in New York 
Monday (9), “but they'll be_ back. 
The elements that caused the in- 
flux into independent production 
three or four years ago have 
changed somewhat, but they're still 
basically present.” 

High costs and the questionable 
status of the market have caused 
some of the solo filmmakers to 
seek shelter of the major lots, but 
when economic conditions come 
into better focus, Ardrey asserted, 
desire of many producers to get out 
of the studio mold will again be 


money, rather than on difficulty of 
the producers in getting coin from 
(Continued on page 20) 


Eddie Small Defines 
Indie Producers Into 
Two Basic Categories 


No upsurge in indie production 
is foreseen by Edward Small de- 
spite reports of some slight loosen- 
ing of bank and second-money fi- 
nancing coin. Producer, comment- 
ing just prior to his departure 
Monday (9) for the Coast after six 
weeks in New York, said he thought 
indie production would be limited 
to a small handful of men in the 
future. 

Small declared that the 
ards of independent filmmaking, 

(Continued on page 16) 
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‘Skouras-Korda Talking Outright 
Western Hemisphere Sales of Brit. 
Pix to Achieve ‘American-Owned 


Strong possibility exists, it has 


been learned, that Sir Alexander 


Korda and 20th-Fox will call off 
the deal they entered into last year 
for distribution by 20th in 
country of 14 Korda films made in 
Britain. Instead of the company 
releasing the pix on a percentage 
arrangement, deal is cooking by 
which it may buy outright from the 
producer the western hemisphere 
rights. 

Only two films, “An Ideal Hus- 
band” and “Anna Karenina,’ have 


been delivered under the pact, with | 
12 more to be given 20th for release | 


by May 1, 1951. Korda and Spyros 
Skouras, 20th prexy, have been 
discussing the new arrangement 
via trans-Atlantic phone and cable 
and the new deal will very possibly 
start with the next film Korda is 
slated to deliver, “Bonnie Prince 
Charlie,” David Niven-starrer whieh 
is now nearing completion. 

In the meantime, 20th has al- 
ready bought outright two Korda 
pix not covered by the original 
contract. They are ‘““Mine Own Ex- 
ecutioner,” which it is about to put 
into release, and ‘Man About 
House.” Opposition that has devel- 
oped among both exhibs and the 


public to British pix because of | 


economic policies regarding the 
American industry and _ political 


this | 





a 
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ASCAP’s Move 


With the retention of ex- 
Secretary of War Robert W. 
Patterson as its adviser on the 
deepest problem it has faced 
in years, ASCAP has begun a 
search for the direction it 
will head as a result of Judge 
Vincent Leibell’s decision out- 
lawing the Society’s collection 
of exhibition fees. 

Mesiwhile, N. Y. independ- 
ent theatre exhibitors. who 
brought the suit vs. ASCAP, 
are reported prepping an ap- 
peal in an attempt to have the 
court fix financial damages. 
(Details in Music section.) 


Exhibs Groups Get 
Plenty Advice On 
_ASCAP Pay Row 


Spotlighting the muddled waters 
which the decision of N. Y. Federal 
| Judge Vincent L. Leibell has 
stirred in tagging the American 








SPU BID TO REP EXTRAS | 
TURNED DOWN BY NLRB 


Hollywoed, Aug. 10. 
National Labor Relations Board | 
turned down a petition filed by the | 
Screen Players Union, for an elec- 
tion and certification as bargaining | 
agent for film extras. Dismissal was | 
on grounds of an insufficient num- 
ber of signatures on the petition. 








Perry Bertram, SPU attorney, 
|declared the verdict would be ap- 
ipealed to the NLRB’s national | 
‘headgarters in Washington. 


Okay ‘Capricorn 
To Remit in $ 


| All earnings in England of “Un- 
'der Capricorn,” now being made by 
| Alfred Hitchcock in London, will 
ihe remittable te the U. S. in del- 
|lars. Through a deal made before 
icurrent restrictions on dollar ex- 
| ports were imposed, Warner Bros., 
\the distributors, will be able to 
| get out all the film’s earnings. 
| Picture, starring Ingrid Berg- 
man, is being produced by Trans- 
atlantic Productions, indie unit 
owned by Hitchcock and Sidney 
Bernstein, British circuit operator. 
They arranged financing for it in 
dollars rather than in pounds, with 
| the result the British Treasury 
okayed remittance to the U. S. of 
its English income. 
| Financing was by the Bankers 
Trust Co., N. Y., and Security-First 
| National, Los Angeles. They ad- 
| vanced dollars, which Transatlantic 





turned over to the Bank of Eng- | 


Lurid Bway Bally Worries Pix Biz 


Public relations-minded industryites have been eying balef 
for the past couple weeks the advertising in front of the Rialto on 


Broadway. 


With the New York City license commissioner ang 


lice department known to be keeping a glim set on theatre aq. 
ye auaee, tee were wondering how long it might be before there 
would be a crackdown that would hang a bad public relations rap 


on the whole industry. 


Rialto, recently taken over by James Mage and with an exclusive © 


deal for exhibiting Film Classics 


product, was showing “Blonde Ice” 


and “Money Madness” until last weekend. Blurbs out front includ- 
ed: “What lust drove her to indulge in these unnatural practices,” 
“Killer vs. Killer in a lustful orgy of crime,” “She killed men to 
satisfy her lust” and “She traded love for a life of crime and 


shame*—she wouldn't share her 
his wife.” 

Major companies and most of 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 


man with any woman—not even 


the minors subscribe to the rules 
America, which provide that for 


issuance of a seal the film must not only be okayed by Joe Breen’s 


Production Code Administration, but tha 


proved by the Advertising Code 
not submitted to the ACA. 


all copy must be ap- 
Administration. Rialto copy was 





————. 





WB and 20th Neck ‘n’ Neck for No. 2 
Profits-Earner in 48; Par the Leader 





Nothin’ Happened 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
As everyone expected, the 
amusement industry went un- 
scathed in the special ses- 


sion of Congress. 

The only possible measure 
affecting the industry the 
move to give the Administra- 
tion ailocation and _ priority 
power over scarce materials— 
was roundly beaten on the 
Senatc floor. An Administra- 





* Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox are 
currently staging a hot race over 
which of the two will finish second 
in the 1948 profits derby. With 
Paramount’s now traditional spot 
as the No. 1 earner practically con- 
ceded, recent profits reports of 
both Warners and 20th indicate a 
photo finish for show and place. In 
1947, WB was an easy second with 
$22,094,979 while 20th trailed with 
$14.003.640. 

Close race was played up last 
week when Warners turned in a 
nine-month net of $10,321,000 





a> ' pilin ek aie. ah 


policies regarding Palestine, has hi : 
slowed distribution of the four) Society of Composers, Authors &|!and. and for which, in turn. they | 


‘ ‘ | Publishe i ination.| Were. given sterling credits in 
Korda films 20th now has on hand. | shers an illegal combination, | Britain’ for the eeotesiien.: Per-| 


against a °47 take of $19.134.000, 
Since the last quarter of WB's fis- 
cal year is the hot weather, nor- 


tion-spensored excess profits 
tax wesn’t even considered in 
committee. 


What effect this might have on film industry theatre groups and) 


20th’s thinking regarding further 
films isn't known. 
Several Advantages 


Switchover from the present 
purely distribution arrangement to 
outright purchase of territorial 
rights is figured by both Korda and 
Skouras to be advantageous in 
light of present conditions. From 
Korda’s standpoint, it would give 
him guaranteed income for his 
output in advance of production. 
He has-been badly disappointed at 
the meager grosses garnered by 
“Husband” and “Karenina.” Orig- 
inally promised an advance by a 
U.S. bank of $1,000,000 for each of 
the two films, conditions changed 
to such an extent as time went 
along that the eventual sum ad- 
vanced was $500.000 for a combo 
ef both pix. 


As far as 20th is concerned, the 


new arrangement would have very 
definite advantages growing out of 
the Anglo-U.S. films agreement of 
Jast March. Fox would use its coin, 


‘circuits individually have embark- 
}ed on widely divergent courses. 
With the ruling on the suit brought 
by a group led by circuit operator 
| Harry Brandt less than one month 
}old, confusion on a course to be 
| followed by exhibs in paying (or 


}hot paying) seat taxes to ASCAP 


} 


jis the outstanding symptom. 

| Advice pouring in-a_ steady 
| stream to exhibs from theatre orgs 
| and legalites connected with these 
| groups has ranged from a warn- 
|ing to keep forking out the bite 
without letup through. all shades 
of opinion to equally strong ad- 
monitions to cease paying forth- 
with. Question of who pays what to 
whom is so muddled that local 
theatre units of both National Al- 
lied and the Theatre Owners of 





policies which differ from recom- 
| mendations made by the two rival 
/national groups. 

| Having hailed the Leibell-ad- 
|ministered shellacking to ASCAP 


} 


America are pursuing independent 


| mission to remit the dollar earn- 
ings is, therefore, in effect, a cour- 
tesy for giving the British the use 
|of the dollar advance. 

Bernstein is due in New York 
‘from London Aug. 22 for the 
|preem of the unit’s initial film, 
“Rope.”’ It will open at the Globe 
|on Broadway Aug. 26. It will also 
be distributed by WB. 

Bernstein is due to return to 


tinue supervision of the business 
end of the “Capricorn” production, 
which Hitchcock is directing. It 
has been learned, incidentally, that 
the production schedule has been 
lengthened by several weeks 
cause of unexpected slowness in 
the British studio work. 


Jackson Park Attorney 
Protests Bing’s 4 Weeks 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Tom McConnell, attorney for the 





London a few days later te con- | 








Report Warners 
Selling Off 3 
Philly Deluxers 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 
Vine street is buzzing with re- 


| ports of the sale of three Warners | 


first-run houses—-the Mastbaum, 
Earle and Aldine—which would go, 
| according to the rumors, to Loew's, 
Paramount and RKO, respectively. 
| Sale is believed imminent and 
| gossip has Leeor Day as the pos- 
|sible date for the _ switcheroo, 
'which would cause something like 


|a revolution in the Philadelphia | 


| film mise-en-scene. 
| With Fox, Warners and Goldman 


frozen 0s 2 Fesui | as a big victory for theatre owners, 
buy hl Be "Clsbites ge ag National Allied has recommended 
Under agreed-upon interpretations | (Continued on page 18) 

by U.S. distribs of the agreement, | 


Set. mokes the film “American- | P AR’S NEW THEATRES IN 








Jackson Park theatre, filed a peti-. . I 
‘tion in Chi Federal Appeals Court | already in the breakneck competi- 
| vesterday (9) against granting a tive bidding here, inclusion of the 
peror Waltz” at the Chicago thea- the situation wide open. Current 
tre. Lawyer claimed Judge Michael. scarcity of major product capable 


U. S. income from “American-| Igoe didn’t have the right to grant. of sustained runs would leave re- 
owned” pix goes entirely into the W. PALM BEACH, TOLEDO '*° additional two weeks to B& K | Course to one alternative — stage 


‘four-week playing time to “Em- ther three companies would throw | 





hands of the company distributing | 


_it. On the other hand, under the 
original arrangement with Korda, 
the films would be “British-owned.” 
And the agreement provides that 
U.S. income from “British-owned” 
films goes into an American dollar 
pool to augment the $17,000,000 
yearly guaranteed by Britain from 
earnings of Hollywood product 
there. Money that goes into this 


poo! is shared by all U. S. distribs | 
in proportion to their British re- 


ceipts. 
Thus, under the outright buy 
arrangement, 20th would get all 


its U.S. income in dollars, while 
under the old setup it would have 
to share these dollars with the 
other companies. 





Jefferson Circuit Maps 


Expansion Plan in Texas, 


Beaumont, Texas, Aug. 10. 

Jefferson Amus. Co., Paramount- 
partnered circuit of 69 theatres, is 
planning an ambitious expansion 
policy *in Texas and other parts of 
the southwest. Julius M. Gordon, 
ay of the circuit, is currently in 

ew York huddling with Para- 
mount theatre biggies on his ex- 
pansion proposals. 

Reportedly, there is a big ques- 
tion to be straightened of how 
much circuit profits Gordon can 

into building operations and 

much must come out in the 
ferm of dividends to Paramount 
and other stockholders. 


pansion program because of the 
legal tangles presented by the Gov- 
,ernment anti-trust action, Para- 
mount has now put final touches to 
blueprints for two new houses. 
Plans call for erection of de-luxers 
jin West Palm Beach, Fla., and 
Toledo, O. They will be the first 
houses constructed by Par since 
the war. 


Toledo theatre will be a 2,538- 
seater intended to replace the 
Paramount theatre on which the 
company’s lease has expired. West 
Palm Beach theatre is also planned 
to replace an existing theatre. 


Under the decree handed down 
_by the statutory court and affrmed 
‘in part by the U. S. Supreme Court, 
the Big Five may build or lease 
theatres to. replace those in opera- 
tion. Actually, there is no existing 
ban on expansion by the majors 
/since the statutory court has re- 
fused to act until a third judge is 
‘appointed to fill the vacancy 
,cause by the death of District 
Judge John Bright. “Majors, hew- 
lever, are not risking a future 
_clampdown by the court. 


| 


| 


| Europe to N. Y. 
Edgar Bergen 

, Alan C. Collins 
Katharine Hepburn 

Ted Husing 

Paul Muni 

J. My r Schine 

M. A. Schlesinger 

Oliver Smith 

i Robert Wolff 








,lacked jurisdiction to make any 
‘change in the JP decree, which, 
‘according to the lawyer, does not 
make provision for exemption. 

“EW” closes at the Chicago, 
Thursday (12). 


C.P. Skouras’ Youth Stamp 
Ceremonies in D. C. Wed. 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
Presentation of the first sheet of 





row (Wed.) at the White House by 
U. S. Postmaster General Jesse M 
Donaldson to Charles P. Skouras, 
National Theatres head. Skouras | 
is chairman of Theatre Owners of 
America’s Youth Month committee. 
TOA has been pushing the cam- | 
paign in conjunetion with U. S. At- | 
torney General Tom Clark. The- | 
atre group is flying a press detach- | 
ment from New York to specially 
cover the event. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Irving Bertin 
Saul Carson ’ 
‘Marce- Davis 
Yvonne De Carlo 
Howard Dietz 
Clifford C. Durr 
Gerald Yairlie 
Charles Hodges 
Irving Hoffman 
Nora Kaye 
Ilya Lopert 
Jayne Meadows 





3c “Salute to Youth” commemora- | 


tive stamps will be made tomor- | 


While laying off any major ex- |On the ground the lower court , ShOws. Predietions are that if re- 


ported sale materializes, Philly can 
look for a lot of flesh entertain- 
ment in the immediate future, a la 
| the Broadway first-runs. 


| Local Warner office had no com- 
_ment to make on the sale but re- 
| ferred questioners to the New York 
home office, where, it is reliably 
understood, there was no con- 


_firmation forthcoming but there | 


/was no denial either. 
big transaction broke in indirect 
fashion. For the last couple weeks, 
| William Ehrenburg, a Vine street 


familiar and premium’ seller, an- | 


nounced that he was forming a 
(Continued on page 22) 


+. oe be EA. 


Sam Behrman 
Frederick Brisson 
Jean Dalrymple 
Dick Dorse 

Clark Gable 
Leland Hayward 
George Heller 
Jerry Hoffman 
Fred Jack 

Henry Jaffe 
Sonya Levien 
Tom McKnight 
Robert Morley 
Ella Raines 

Jack Robbins 
Rosalind Russell 
Dore Schary 
Grad Sears 
Edward Small 
Polyna Stoska : 
Howard Strickling 








E. R. Zorgniotti 


Spencer Tracy 


| Curiously enough, news of the | 


mally low-profit, stretch of June, 
July and August, the company’s 
net for the year is estimated at a 
little over $12,000,000 by the finan- 
cial pundits. 

Twentieth has reported $2.926- 
482 for its first quarter. Company's 
fiscal year corresponds with the 
ealendar year. Second-quarter 
profit will reportedly be higher 
than the first and should give it 
| $6,500,000-$7,000,000 for the half 
year. Boost in net, it is said, is due 
to a gain in gross revenues par- 
layed on distribution of less costly 
pix. 

With all seven majors (United 
Artists excepted) - airing at least 
‘first-quarter returns, the order at 
the finishing line is expected te be 
as follows: 





1. Paramount (ist quarter — 
$7,760,000). 
2. & 3. Warners and 20th 
4. Metro (nine-month — $4,729,- 
063). 
| 5. RKO (first quarter—$1,345,- 
j 327). 
6. Columbia (nine-month—$855,- 
000). 
| 7. Universal (half-year — $232, 
866). 


| 


- Possible shuffling of second and 
third spots would be the only 
_change in positions from ‘47. 
WB’s 3d Quarter, $3,010,000 


ter, ended May 31, totalled $3.010 
000. Equivalent stock earnings for 
the nine months comes to $1.41 per 


(Continued on page 20) 


| L. A. to N. Y. 


Val Arms 

Helena Carter 

Guy della Cioppa 
Charles Coburn 

Bette Davis 

Jack Dempsey ; 
Robert Emmett Dolan 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Sidney Franklin . 
| John Gibbs 

Robert Gillham 
Marshall Grant 
Richard Greene 

Paul Henreid 

Paul Hollister 

John Huston 

William Katzell 
William B. Levy 

Luba Malina 

Dick Manning 
Jimmy McHugh 
Patricia Medina 
Allen Miner 

Robert Mochrie 

Joe Newman 











Warners’ net for the third quar. 
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Schary States Metro Can Make 5-10 


‘Progressive 


The experimental film program ¢ 


which Dore Schary introduced at | 
RKO with such socially significant | 
features as “Crossfire” and “The | 
Boy with Green Hair” will be as- | 
sumed iniact by. Metro when 
Schary takes over as vice-president 
in charge of production next week. 
Exuding a confidence in his film 
philosophy unmarred by Congres- 
sional probes and his departure 
from RKO, Schary told the New 
York trade press yesterday (Tues.) 
that he was convinced as ever that 
the industry must turn out a pro- 
portion of “progressive” pix. 

Metro can absorb five-to-10 of 
these “progressive” films yearly, 
Schary said. Scouting the label 
““mesSage films,’”’ the new Metroite 
explained that these pix would be 
experimental in any or all brackets 
of cast, direction, story and 
technique. 

“This shouldn’t surprise you, 
Schary szid, ‘because Metro has a 
history for making daring films. 
In the past few years, the com- 
pany took a beating but before 
that it turned out some very 
progressive and challenging films. 
Among those were ‘Mutiny on the 


(Continued on page 20) 


Likely That the Annual 
RKO Stockholders Meet 
Will Not Be Held Aug. 31 


Strong likelihood is seen that 
the annual RKO stockholders’ 
meeting, set for Aug. 31 in Dover, 
Del., will be postponed. Company 
officers in New York, who would 
have to be provided with informa- 
tion to make up the proxy state- 
ment for the session, have received 
no word yet from the new con- 
trolling stockholder, Howard 
Hughes, despite the nearing dead- 
line. 

Aug. 31 date was announced for 
the meeting by Hughes following 
sessions with RKO execs several 
weeks ago. It was expected that 
the former controlling stockholder, 
Floyd Odlum, and his reps on the 
board of directors, would submit 
their resignations at that time. 
Then Hughes would select his own 
nominees. Thus, with the new 
board constituted, a series of ma- 
jor changes were expected at RKO, 
including election by the directors 
of a president to succeed N. Peter 
Rathvon, who recently resigned, 
and a production head to succeed 
Dore Schary, who also pulled out 
after Hughes assumed control. 

Names of the new owner’s nom- 
inees for the directorate must ap- 
pear on the proxy statement, which 
is sent to all stockholders when 
they are informed of the date of 
the meeting. These statements, 
which under Securities & Ex- 
change Commission and a 
Stock Exchange rules must carry 
considerable detailed information, 
take some time to prepare. In ad- 
dition, they must be filed with the 
SEC at least 10 days before the 
meeting. ‘ 

That means that unless Hughes 
makes his choice of nominees with- 
in the next couple days and speeds 
the names to New York, the much- 
vaunted Aug. 31 session will have 
to be pushed back. 


RKO Resumes Sept. As 
Hughes Hastens Lensing 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 








Pix: Details Plans 


Hughes Bldg. for Sale 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Real estate ad in Hollywood dis- | 
closes that the Hughes Bldg. is for | 
sale at an asking price of $450,000. 
Structure belongs to Otto K. 
Oleson and has been the headquar- 
ters of Howard Hughes Produc- 
tions, Inc. Hughes has moved to 
the RKO studio. 


N. Y. Collarites 
In Middle On 
AFL vs. C10 Row 


Labor peace in the New York 
offices of the film companies is 
now balanced on a razor’s edge 
with two rival white collarite 
unions, one AFL and the other 
ClO, stripping for an all-out battle 
for jurisdictional control. The rival 
unions are the Screen Office & 
Professional Employees Guild, 
CIO, and Local H-63, International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, AFL; the issue allegedly 
is that of “Communism” vs. ‘‘com- 
pany stoogism,” and the stake is 
over 3,000 employees in the majors’ 
homeoffices. 


Long burning fuse to the inter- 
union fight, which was lighted at 
United Artists in May, flared up 
this week with disclosure that H-63 
was pushing through an organizing 
campaign at Paramount, now under 
SOPEG's_ jurisdiction. Operating 
secretly for over a week, 20 H-63 
organizers have been attempting to 
sign up a majority of the 600 work- 
ers at Paramount, including Para- 
mount Music and Famous Music 
publishers and Par labs in Long 
Island. The campaign's secrecy was 
blasted when an IATSE organizer 
tried to slip a membership card to 
a SOPEG stalwart. 

Faced with a flanking threat 
from Local H-63, SOPEG officials, 
meanwhile, are girding for a show- 
down with the industry over the 
writing of new pacts to replace 
those expiring Sept. 27. There’s a 
growing possibility that some of 

(Continued on page 16) 


FADIMAN NAMED 
RKO STORY EDITOR 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

William J. Fadiman former ex- 
ecutive aide to Dore Schary, was 
assigned as story editor at RKO. 
William Nutt remains on the staff 
as assistant editor. 

Fadiman was story editor at 
Metro for 14 years before moving 
to RKO 19 months ago. 


Albee, Prov., Manager 
Robbed of Cash & Pants 


Providence, Aug. 10. 
Two armed holdup men. sur- 
prised treasurer Russell Mowry 
on a stairway of the RKO Albee 
theatre tere Tuesday (3) morning, 
and after forcing him to open the 
safe, made away with $1,636 and 
his pants. Both men made their 
getaway before police arrived. 
Mowry’s pants were later found 
in the theatre minus a few bills 
he had in the billfold. 




















Howard Hughes is hoisting his | 
PKO production into flight two | 
weeks sooner than people around | 
Hollywood expected. The new | 
shooting program on the Gower 
street lot starts Sept. 1, with 
“Follow Me Quietly,” to be pro- 
duced by Herman Schlom. 

“Quietly” was originally on Sid 
Rogell’s production program, but 
Rogell is now one of the trium- 
virate ruling all production on 
the RKO lot. Second picture on 
the new program will be el 
Set-Up,’ starting Sept. 15. 





| robbery Sunday (8) at midnight. 


Woods, Chi, Stickup 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 
The Woods, Loop Essaness house, 
was the scene of an attempted 


Bandit who took $400 from the 
cashier was seriously wounded by 
the police who captured him after 
a short chase. Thief also shot a 
bystander who tried to stop him, 
but the victim was not badly 
injured. 

This is the first effort made to 


chances. 


FILMS AT PEA 
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(VER a0 IN COLOR. Boxoffce Click of Technicolor Pix . 


ALGO A RECORD 


Backlog of completed but un- 
released films on major shelves 
which has now mounted to a total 
of 114—peak figure in the past 
iwo years—is sparking the heaviest 
flow of films to theatres in many 
months. With three companies— 
Paramount, Metro and 20th-Fox— 
already announcing sizeable re- 
leases and the others readying 
plans, fall season will see a big 
turnout of pix particularly in the 
color bracket. 

Of the 114 pix now canned, over 
30 are in Technicolor. That is the 
biggest number of Techni features 
in the starting lineup at one time. 
Majors’ economy drive of the past 
year may have sliced the nut some- 
what but it apparently has not hurt 
the quality of pix or their boxoffice 


Paradoxically, the cost-cutting 
operation of the past 12 months 
has been an important factor in 
adding to backlogs. While the 
studios have not had as many films 
before the cameras as in the past, 
reduction in shooting time has re- 
sulted in a faster turnout of nega- 
tives. At the same time, release 
schedules have just about held 
their own with the pace of 1946- 
1947. ' 

Indicating the extent of back- 
log-fattening, eight majors had 91 
completed pix at the beginning of 
the year. When the drive first 
started, the year before, total was 
110, while the peak in- October, 
1946, was 129. 


Speeding Releases 


Fastest releasing schedule has 
been set by 20th which is dispatch- 
ing five features to theatres in 
September. Metro has set five re- 
leases for the next two months and 
Paramount 11 until the end of the 
year. 

Big proportion of color films— 
generally more expensive than 
black-and-whites—is believed due 
to a policy of the majors to hold 
up release on more costly product 
because of recent b.o. doldrums 
which have been emphasized by 
the hot weather. Figuring on an 
upturn in the fall, majors will 
shoot the works on_ important 
properties. 

Columbia, for instances, has now 
slated one Techni pic for each of 
October, November and December. 
“The Loves of Carmen,” Rita 
Hayworth starrer, hits the screens 
in October, followed by “Return 
of October” in November and 
“‘Man from Colorado” in December. 
Company, with a backlog of 21 
completed pix, will release four 
or five films each month. 

Top in its Technicolor holdings 
is Metro with an abnormally high 
10 completed out of a total back- 
log of 18 films. Two of its five 
releases for September - October 
will be tinted. Warner Bros. is 
second with seven Technipix out 
of a total of 17. 

Other companies are 20th with 
13 completed pix, four in Techni; 
Paramount, 16 in the can, three in 
color; RKO, 10 completed, two in 
Techni; and Universal, 19 com- 
pleted, with one, “Tap Roots,” in 
color and being released this 
month. 





Wynne, Lawrence, Kapp 
Return to U.S. Aug. 25 


London, Aug. 10. 

Sydney Wynne, head of J. Arthur 
Rank publicity, makes his first 
American visit with his wife in 
company of the Jock Lawrences, 
who return Aug. 25 on the Queen 
Elizabeth. Lawrence, veepee of the 
U. S. Rank organization, has been | 
here all summer setting sales | 
plans. 

Lawrence is currently on the 
Continent with the Jack Kapps 
(he’s president of Decca Records 
of America), fiving from Paris into 
Germany for an official looksee, 
thence Zurich, motoring from there 
to Milan via Lake Como, with a 
Venice stopoff likely for the film 
festival. Kapps also will return 





rob a theatre in the Loop for many 
years. Area is heavily patrolled. 


Cues 30% of 


New Films in Tints 





Deutsch Rejoins Schary 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Armand Deutsch. former pro- 
duction aide to Dore Schary at 
RKO, ftcollows -his boss to the 
Metro lot in a like capacity. He 
had just been given his first pro- 
duction assignment when the How- 
ard Hugnes regime eventuated. 
Deutsch with his wife, Benay 
Venuta, took a 10-day quickie in 
Honolulu while the Scharys were 
vacationing in Boulder City, Colo. 


Big 5 Promises 
Justice Dept. To 
Help Speed Case 


In an attempt to get the Gov- 
ernment anti-trust hearings started 
promptly on the Oct. 13 date set 
by the three-judge statutory court, 
the Dept. of Justice has the prom- 
ise of the Big Five that they will 
make every effort to answer the 
voluminous interrogatories by that 
date. Agreement by the theatre- 
owning companies to push their 
statistic-gathering activities on 
partnership-held theatres has been 
embodied in letters sent to Spe- 
cial Asst. U. S. Attorney Robert L. 
Wright, in charge of the case. 

Attorneys, however, are con- 
vinced that the case cannot pos- 
sibly go to trial on the October 
date despite the promise. For one, 
the court must still appoint a 
judge to fill in for Judge John 
Bright who died after the original 
decision was*made. Once a judge 
is named to fill the gap, he must 
still familiarize himself with the 
case—a long-drawn job in view of 
the mountains of legal documents 
which must be studied. 

Secondly, Big Five have now 
formally served notice of objec- 
tions to a number of questions 
asked by the Government on the 
background and history of part- 
nership deals. One of the queries 
which the companies do not want 
to answer, because it may disclose 
trade secrets, is the amount of 
coin or other property § which 
passed hands when a theatre part- 
nership was created. 

Objections must be argued be- 
fore the statutory court—but in 
view of the Government’s position 
that cannot be done. until a third 
judge is named. Hence, the 
maneuver is figured to mean a fur- 
ther delay in hearings on the 
pivotal anti-trust action. 


SAG AND PRODUCERS © 
CLARIFY 30-DAY RULE 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Formula requiring new film play- 
ers to join the Screen Actors 
Guild within 30 days of first em- 
ployment, based on decision by 
NLRB counsel Robert Denham, 
was agreed upon by the Guild and 
the Association of Motion Picture 
Producers. Unless there’s a ruling 
to the contrary, this will be incor- 
porated into the new union shop 
pact with actors. . 

AMPP has been seeking inter- 
pretation of the 30-day clause in 
the Taft-Hartley law to determine 
how it is applicable to newcomers 
in the film acting field. SAG was 
particularly anxious since, if it 
meant 30 days on one job, the 
field would have been overrun by 
non-union thesps. 











Music Powwow in N. Y. 

Chicago, Aug. 10. © 

Meeting with film studio heads 

set for Chicago yesterday (9), to 

discuss new wage demands for stu- 

dio musicians has been transferred 
to New York. 





on the Elizabeth. 


Powwows start Aug. 18. 


+ Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Boxoffice mopup by such color 
specials as Paramount’s “Emperor 
Waltz’ and Metro’s “Easter Pa- 
; rade” are sparking increasing use 
1 of color. Close to 30% of pix now 
| lensing wil. be tinted, with current 
| plans calling for a fall and winter 
upswing in the number of color 
films. Ten of the 36 pix currently 
before cameras are in color classifi- 
cation. ; 


Metro is on a 100% Technicolor 
kick with “Little Women,” “Bark- 
leys of Broadway” and “Take Me 
Out to Ball Game.” Eagle Lion's 
complete current program consists 
of “Big Cat,” Walter Wanger’s 
“Tulsa,” both Technicolor, and 
“Red Stallion in the Rockies” in 
Cinecolor. 


Republic has one, “The Far 
Frontier,” in Trucolor; Paramount, 
20th, Warners, Transatlantic, one 
each in Technicolor, respectively, 
“Streets of Laredo,” “Sand,” 
“South of St. Louis” and “Under 
Capricorn.” 


A strong budget of 32 Techni- 
color pix is awaiting release, in- 
cluding such top budgeters as “A 
Song Is Born,” “Three Muske- 
teers,” “Adventures of Don Juan,” 
“Connecticut Yankee,” “Joan of 
Are,” “Loves of Carmen,” “Pale- 
face,” “Red Pony,” “Rope,” Silver 
Lining,” “Whispering Smith,” ‘The 
Lady in Ermine.” In preparation, 
Warners has “Happy Times” and 
“Montana;” Transatlantic has ‘‘Con- 
fess;’’ Metro has “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” “Greyfriars Bobby,” ‘Three 
Little Words,” “Neptune’s Daugh- 
ter” and “Shop Around Corner;” 
Universal has “Bloomer Girl” and 
“Sam Bass;” 20th-Fox’s “Blonde 
From Bashful Bend,” “Mother Is 
a Freshman,” “You're My Every- 
thing;” Paramount has “Samson 
and Delilah;” Columbia “Supersti- 
tion Mountain;” and Eagle Lion's 
“Meadowlark.” 


Mpls, Indies Nix Upped 
Film Rentals Despite 
Faster Availabilities 


Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 

Minneapolis independent neigh- 
borhood exhibitors continue to re- 
sist higher film rentals by remain- 
ing aloof from the earlier availa- 
bility deals offered to them by 
20th-Fox and Metro. The deals 
would cut down their availability 
from the present 56 to 28 days. 
The only local neighborhood house 
that up to now has been enjoying 
the 28-day clearance is the Min- 
nesota Amusement Co. (Para- 
mount) uptown. 


The 28-day availability deal, 











independents in different areas of 
the city, calls for percentage and 
requires a boost in admission from 
44c to 60c and six days’ playing 
time for the highest bracketed 
pictures and five days for others. 
The houses now have two and 
changes a week. 


_One thing holding back the ex- 
hibitors is the fact that other 
major distributors haven’t yet de- 
cided on similar deals, assuring 
them of sufficient product on the 
same basis. However, Bennie 
Berger, president of North Cen- 
tral Allied, as spokesman for the 
independents, declares that no 
deal involving higher film costs 


can be acceptable to local exhibi- 
iors. 


Metro Rushes ‘Yankee’ 
For Labor Day Release 


; Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

With Red Skelton’s Columbia 
starrer, “The Fuller Brush Man.” 
returning high grosses, Metro is 
rushing his “A Southern Yankee,” 
into release ahead of its original 
schedule to cash in on the success 
of the Columbia film. 

“Yankee” will hit the screen in 
as many key spots as possible on 
Labor Day. Studio had planned to 
release it late in October. 
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A Southern Yankee 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Metro release ef Paul Jones production. 
Stars Red Skelton, Brian Donlevy; features 


Arlene Dahl, George Cou Lleyd 
Gough, John Ireland, Minor Watson. Di- 
rected by Edward Sedgwick. Screenplay, 


liarry Tugend: criginal by Melvin Frank 
and Norman Panama; camera, Ray June; 
editor, Ben Lewis. Tradeshown Aug. 5, 
48. Running time, 90 MINS, 

Aubrey Filmore 
Kurt Deviynn 
Sallyann Weathbarby 
Major Jack Drumman,. 


TTT TS CCT ie Red Skelton 
Brian Donlevy 
Sees eaebven Arlene Dahl 
.. George Couleuris 


Capt. Steve Lerford........... Lloyd Gough 
Capt. Jed Calberm.....ccsesgss John Irelana 
General Watkins........... Minor Watson 
Col. Weatharby...oc.e...:. Charles Dingle 
Col. Clifford M. Bakler........../ Art Baker 
ee ee. SUERTE ET Reed Hadley 
Mark Haskins......<cccesse-d Arthur Space 


Hortense Dobson...........-Joyce Compton 





Miniature Reviews 


“A Seuthern Yankee” (M-G), 
Wild and wacky Red Skelton 
comedy of a Yankee spy be- 
hind Confederate lines. 

”" (U). Snappy mel- 
odrama, glibly dialoged and 
rapidly paced. Neat dual bill 
topper for general situations. 

“Hollow Triumph” (EL). 
Good program melodrama star- 
ring Paul Henreid and Joan 
Bennett. 





About the only sense “A South- 
ern Yankee” makes is that it has | 
Red Skelton. That’s enough. It’s as | 
wild and raucous a conglomeration | 
of gags and beliy-laughs as Skei- | 
ton’s recent “The Fuller Brush'| 
Man.” The kiddies, the family and) 
the general film fan will find it 
bait for the risibilities and 
with hearty ticket windew payoff. 

Production-wise, “Yankee” is an 
erratic jumble, pulled together 
only by a funny idea and Skelton’s 
knack for clowning. That’s a criti- 
cism that will mean little to those 
who lay the eash on the line at the 
boxoffice. Lack ef smoothness 
probably eam be attributed to fact 
that film had two directors and | 
considerable re-working, with Ed- 
ward Sedgwick drawing final di- 
rector credit. Again, production 
faults mean little. It has Skelton | 
and sock laughs. Ne more is 
needed. 

Camera is seldom off Skelton as 
he presents am eager young man 
ee wae to er yy = 
y being @ spy. ea 
of the dreaded Confederate spy, 
Grey Spider, gives Skelton more 
than he bargains for. He’s foreed 
to go behind the Southern lines to 
deliver and pick up information 
while posing as the Spider. Natu- 
rally, there’s a mush-mouthed 
daughter of the south with whom 
Skelton is smitten. The co’n-pone 
is laid om thiek as Skelton tries 
to pursue his romance, be a hero 
and keep a whole skin. It’s all 
boisterous derring-do that has the 
laughs pepping a mile-a-minute. 

Harry Tugend’s script 
original by Melvin Frank and Nor- 
man Panama is loaded with situa- 
tions and gags tailored to Skel- 
ton’s clowning and the uproar is 
so furiously paced that when the 
story oftem rums thin it doesn’t 
matter. 

Fact that Arlene Dahl as the 
south’s owm magnolia blossom 
makes her footage noticeable is a 
credit to her charms. Brian Donlevy 
is lost oe 
iteering Southerner: W 

to hold - their are 
Coulouris, Lleyd 

land, Minor W. Art 
Reed Hadley and others. 

Hurry -seurry 
guided by Paul Jones 
nical assists from Ray 
tography; the art 
and special effects. 


i 


: 


Payne, Joan Caulfield, Dam Duryea, Shelley 
Winters; features Dorothy Hart, Patricia 
Alphin. Direeted by George Sherman. 
Screenplay, Herbert F. Margolis, Louis 
Morheim, William Bowers: 
“The Velvet Pleece,"’ 
John Flemimge: camera, lassberg 
editos, Frank Gress; music, Leith Stevens. 
a Aug. 3, “43. Running time, 





BCR: MADD a. cicasiedevemients John Payne 
Deborah Owens Clark....... Jean Caulfield 
Giiky Rance csdencscvcica Dan Duryea 
Se A ee RS Shelley Winters 
BOAROUDD . . ies betchtadedbanekt Hart 
a 00 0st centcqmoccouneesoe a Rober 

OT PE ee EES ot Dan O'Hertihy 
Walter Vanderline............ Nicholas Jey 
Charlie Jordam..............- Perey Helton 

Fs GWeRisas.s cc cbinmcbenni Walter Greaza 

BIGGS . . cnscdntibgnntesdes Patricia Alphin 
ze. MeNulty ascee .-Harry Antrim 

OROCtIVE. cicccccsrccddidcee- , Russ Cenway 
BROGNOGIC . i. ct cktk cotinine a Ledeen Paul Brinegar 
Master of Ceremonies.......... Deon Wilson 

“Larceny” is a good melodrama 
for general situations. Its action is 


and is supported by 


is marked b 


men move im to premote a 
‘war memorial - ~~ of bg joa 
heroes. They pick on the hero’s 
widow, with the smoothy of the 

pene acting as front. The widow 
is a gullible and scheme moves 

forward until complications 








ct 


is a small South- 
in| 


ta for 
afforded o poses 
phony | any famey histrienies” does a job 


“Miraculous Journey” 
(Color-Song) (FC). Jungle 
drama that can be sold with 
expioitation. 

“Phantem Valley” (Songs) 
(Col). Routine westerner for 
juve trade. 

“Miracle in Harlem” (SG) 
(Sepiatone-Songs). All- Negro 


film for moderate grosses in 
colored houses. 








leader’s girl goes 


set in. The gang 
smoothy and makes no 


for the y 


respond | bones about it. Her amatory inter- . 


est in the front man, and his awak- 
love for the widow 


\lible, as the widow. Dan 


; Dury 
turns in his customary tight-lipped 
characterization as the brains of 
the confidence gang. Shelley Win- 
ters will capture audience fancy 
with her bold, sexy portrayal of a 
girl om the make for Payne. 

Ni smaller characterizations 

a projected by Dorothy 

Hart, Patricia Alphin, Percy 
ton, Richard Rober. Dan O’Herlihy 
and others. Helton’s role is partic- 
ularly well done. 

Leonard Goldstein and his asso- 


Helie« Tri 


Eagle Lion release eof Paul Henreid proe- 
duction. Stars Henreid and Joan Bennett: 
features Eduard Franz, Leslie Brooks, John 
Qualen, Mabel Paige. Herbert Rudiey. Di- 
rected by Steve Sekely. Screenplay, Daniel 
Fuchs, based on novel by Murray Forbes: 
eamera, John Alton; editor, Fred Allen; 


music, Sol Kaplan. Previewed N. Y¥. Aug. 
5, '°48. Running time, 83 MINS. 
John Muller 
Se  & rr Paul Henreid 
are o Joan Bennett 
Prederick Muller............ Eduard Franz 
Virginia Taylor............. Leslie Brooks 
SO ere pepeernen John Qualen 
EE Eee bel Paige 
cas hele 040 5bdh ers ne Herbert Rudley 
REA: 5: 4k inclines ti < «ot citietenere esta ries Arnt 
Aubrey, assistant......... George Chandler 
Artell, manager. ..........--.-- Tomack 
SE a6. ebencene weekhenegne Alvin Hammer 
SES | SE Se Ann Staunten 
RE «Ry I ee Paul Burns 
RIK < nth Snctvcases Charies Trewhridge 


Morgan Farley 





Here is a suspenseful melodrama 
that comes close to out-twisting O. 
Henry. Liberal use of irony has 
been made in “Hollow Triumph.” 
But so frequently has this literary 
artifice beem employed that the 


overall story takes on a contrived, | 


manufactured ring. Nevertheless, 
it is well qualified to held up its 
end. 

Producer of ““Triumphy’ as well 
as its eo-star, Paul Henreid has 
dealt himself a meaty, dual role. 
He’s a remegade ex-medical stu- 
dent whe carves his coin from 
stickups and confidence games 
rather than exercise his mental 
ability in more fields. On 
the lam with a big haul from a ca- 
sino robbery, he discovers a promi- 
nent psychiatrist is 2 dead-ringer 
for his phiz. Henreid rubs out his 
double and assumes the latter’s 
Mame as a sure means cf shaking 
off pursuit by the casino operater. 

tory te earrying out the 

ation, he romantically eul- 

tivates the physician’s secretary, 

Joan Bennett. Later she becomes 

wise to the switch when it’s exe- 

cuted, but her philosophie analysis 

of the situation prevents her from 
exposing him as an imposter. 

’ Eventually the law of retribution 
asserts itself when Henreid himself 
is killed—killed by gunmen as 
signed to knack off the psychiatrist, 
am unsuccessful gambler in his 
after-office hours. 

Also on the credit side are good 
preduction values and the marquee 
garnish afforded by the Henreid- 
Bennett combe. Former star turns 
in a believable im por- 

both his . Miss Bennett 


as a pretty secretary who's 
short-changed om romance. Sup- 
porting players aid im sustaining 
the film’s mood. Steve Sekely’s di- 
rection is good as is the camera- 
work of John Alton. Gilb. 


Hel-| 


Miraculous Journey 
(COLOR—ONE SONG) 


Film Classics release of Sigmund Neufeld 
production. Stars Rery Calhoun; features 
Audrey Long, Virginia Grey. Directed by 
Peter Stewart. Sereenplay, Fred Myton; 





camera (Cimecolor), Jack Greenhalgh; edi- 





Lew Porter. Tradeshown N. ¥. Aug. 4, "43. 
Running Time 83 MINS. ' 
UE 5iccns 3466034008 8408940? Rory Calhoun | 
7 rer ris Audrey Long | 
ME Rev cua n oits Virginia Grey | 
| Hermit. .ccccsrevesettss George Cleveland 
£OT ee Pra r or rr. Jim Bannon 
PROMS. ccccccecececeeerenovessse June Storey | 
en ey _...Thursten Hall! 
| JOBE cunccuade ceeded esseees Carole Donne 
| Co-phbot....cccccccccesscecsecees Tom Lane | 
SWhee WIAMS...conccccccccescosss . Himself 
| Jimmy the Crow......eeecseereeees Himself | 





The familiar theme of collecting | 
\a east of characters in the midst of | 
a remote jungle and watching their | 
lreactions while close to nature | 
comprises the subject matter of 
|Film Classics’ most ambitious re- 
| lease, “Miraculous Journey.” Hand- | 
somely mounted with Cinecoior— | 
one of the better jobs to date—the 
‘lush jungle scenery lends itself 
‘nicely to tinting a dualler. 
| There is considerable confusion | 
‘im character delineation for best 
| story results. There are some ap- 
|parent contradictions and unex- 
'plainable character reversals so 
‘that several entities fail to stand 
up on their own. 
} On a plane forced down in the 
| African jungle are a powerful fi- 
|mancial figure, a spoiled heiress, 
'an actress, a gangster, and a blind 
|girl on her way for an operation 
|to restore her sight. In addition 
|there’s the pilot and hostess. Soon 
after their arrival, an old gent ma- 
/rooned in the jungle for many 
\years turns up, and shows the 
(wreck survivors how to get along 
'mext to nature. As anticipated, 
the unsocial characters acquire hu- 
mility and a different slant on life, 
‘and the unregenerate gangster gets 
rubbed out by a c ile. They 
|are eventually rescued when pilot 
‘Rory Calhoun makes his way out 
of the jungle and returns to the 
wreck via helicopter. 


Calhoun, Audrey Long, latter as 
the blind girl, and Thurston Hall 
_as the businessman, give probably 
the most consistent characteriza- 
tions of those that survive the trip. 
There’s a degree of muddling in 
the writing of the others. 

The film itself can lend itself to 
exploitation that will hypo it be- 
yond its actual worth. There are 
several angles that can be played 
up and thus create some curiosity 
at the boxoffice. 

Peter Stewart's direction prob 
‘ably stems from the imdecision of 
the writers on whether they wanted 
|@ picture with a moral or an ac- 
The curious mixture 
incorporated inte this set- 
up doesn’t lend itself te + cohesive 
story. Jose. 





Phantem V. 


(SONGS) 
€elumbia release of Colbert Clark produe- 
tion. Stars Charles Starrett. Direeted by 
Ray Nazarro, Original screenplay, J. Ben- 
ton Cheney; camera, George F. Kelly: edi- 
ter, Paul Borofsky; songs, Smiley 





Burnette. 
| At New York, N. Y., Aug. 3, "48% Running | for the 


| time, 53 MENS, 





Durango Kid... .cccoccccoes Chartes Starrett 
} Smiley........--..c00+... Sie Burnette 
| Jamice Littlejohn........... V Hunter 

Sams Rittiejotpciks.....- +0 Neet Franklin 

Bob Reynolds........... Robert W. Filmer 
| Crag WMGCr. .cvtahesceesccces Conrad 
| PROMI yea cartes eters eccceres Murray 
| Rake MANE 5:0 00a Salbins 0+ 00 nec oe'ae Sam Flint 
Ln” SONG , w ccleiaeccs se 6 04s Fred Sears 





| Latest in the Durango Kid series 
starring Charles Starrett, “Phan-| 
,tom Valley” gallops down a fa-| 
/miliar trail of that-a-way chases 
amd hard six-shooting. In all re 
,Speets, film is am assembly-lime 
‘oatuner cranked out for the juve 
‘trade for which it will serve as 


okay . 

Pruned down to am economical 
53 minutes, yarn concerns a feud 
between two gangs of ranchers and 
homesteaders with Starrett trying 
to maintain the peace as marshal. 
| Some varmint, however, keeps stir- 
ring up trouble in an attempt to 
become baron of the valley. Finger 
of suspicion points at several prom- 
inent citizems but surprise climax 
reveals an imnocent-leoking gal as 
the culprit. Ungallantly, Starrett 
shoots her im the back to save the 
state time and trouble. 

Starrett registers effectively as a 
square-jawed cowboy hero. Offer- 
ing a broad type of comedy relief, 
Smiley Burnette also neatly war- 
bles of buckskin ballads 


a 
with help of a good male quartet. 
Virginia Hunter is okay as the 
heavy, while rest of the cast is ade- 
quate in stock parts. Herm. 


Puerto Rico Pix Grosses 
Off 25% from War Peak 


Tastes and picture-going habits 
Puerto are no different 
than these ef U.S. film patrons, 
te Rafael Ramos Cobian, 

prexy ef Cobian Theatres, Inc., a 
eireuit of some 42 houses through- 
out Puerto Rico. In New York for 
the past two weeks, Cobian said 
that his grosses were off about 25% 





tor, Hollbrook N. Todd; song, Leo Erody, | 








from the wartime peak. 


Champagne Charlie 

“Champagne Charlie” Brit- 
ishmade musical which 
opened at the Park Ave. thea- 
tre, N. Y., Friday (7) was pro- 
duced by Michael Balcon, and 
is being released in the U. S. 
by Bell pictures. Jolo, who re- 
viewed the picture for VARIETY 
from London Sept. 13, 1944, 
felt that it “might find some 
favor in Ameriea.” 

Film stars Tommy Trinder 
in the role of George Ley- 
bourne, one of Britain’s ace 
singing comics of the late ’60s. 
Pic gives a clear depiction of 
backstage life during the early 
days of English vaudeville, 
with direction and production 
helping general effectiveness. 








Miracle in Harlem 
(SEPIATONE—SONGS) 


Sereen Guild release of Herald Pictures 
preduction by Jack Goldberg. Features 
Sheila Guyse, Stepin Fetchit. Directed by 
Jack Kemp. Screenplay, Vincent Vaien- 
tini; camera, Don Melkames; music, John 
Gluskin. At Apollo, N. Y¥.. week Aug. 6, 
"48. Running time, 69 MENS. 
SE SST. Sheila Guyse 
Swifty Stepin Fetchit 
errr Hilda Offley 
Reverend Jackson Creighton Thompsen 
Jim Marshal: Kenneth Freeman 
Bert Hallam William Greares 
Alis® AGAR. ....cccccececcccés Sybyl Lewis 
Albert Marsha!! Lawrence Criner 
Phillip Manley................-Jaeck Carter 
Wilkinson Milton Williams 
Lt. Renard Mente Hawley 
Detectives....Ruble Blakey. Alfred Chester 
Specialties by Sevannah Churchill, Juanita 
Hall Choir, Lavada Carter, Nerma Shep- 
herd, Lynn Procter Trio. 


Herald Films, having produced a 
string of pictures with all-Negro 
easts, has apparently gotten itself 
into a groove from which it makes 
few departures. Formula of endow- 
ing a meller with musical se 
quences has been successful up te 
a point. However, that point as 
demonstrated in “Miracle in Har- 
lem” has been worn down to the 
degree where some new departures 
are necessary if there’s to be any 
respect from Negro audiences for 
film product with all-Negro casts. 

The opening night audiences at 
Harlem’s Apollo theatre didn’t 
take too kindly to “Made im 
Harlem.” Sequences which were 
intended to impart a warm glow 
were actually laughed at, and the 
gauche acting. directing and pro- 
duction were never taken seriously 
at any point. 

Particularly appalling is the 
story line which drags religious 
themes into a routine murder yarn. 
Plot deals with an elderly widow 
whe runs a candy shop which is 
taken over by a syndicate. After 





The musical numbers are better 
handled than is the story. Savan- 
mah Churchill. Norma Shepherd 
and the Juanita Hall Choir pro- 
vide tuneful relief in the pro- 
ceedings. 

Don Melkames’ photography is 
passable. Dialog runs along well- 
established cliches. Jose. 


Where Words Fail 


(Donde Mueren las Palabras) 
(ARGENTINE) 

Lepert Films release of Artistas Argen- 
times Associados production. Stars Enrique 
Muino; features Dario Garzay, Italo Ber- 
timi. Directed by Hugo Fregonese, @creen- 








Dilay, Ulysses Petit de Murat, Heme 
a Se ae - Jose M. Beltran. Pre- 
v N. Y., July, 28, °48, i 
oat ' Running time, 
. 00 Sy ee Enrique Muino 
a rrr. Itale Bertini 
| ee eee Hector Mendez 
OO NS saa Dario Garzay 
errr eran m Linda Lorena 
ee) eee Aurelia Ferrer 
CS a eee -Rene Mugica 
ete rer Pablo Cumo 
MOU aiaies 05 06.0.0 b6%s oss Marian Hurtado 
SUM Gal Batis os <b ohn 66045 Jose A. Vazquez 
Sets Ss 0X is bass Enrique Perraro 
Primera Ballerina..........Maria Ruanova 
This Argentine import is somber 


film fare whose boxoffice poten- 
tialities are decidedly meneré. Its 
strong musical background, but- 
tressed with time-honored selee- 
tions from Bach, Beethoven, 
Chepin, et al.. may prove draw to 
some music lovers but a confused 
and gloomy plot militates against 
the ——* effectiveness as enter- 
ent. 

Told principally in flashback, 
“Where Words Fail” recounts the 
early struggles in the career of 
concert pianist Dario Garzay. A 
technique of using Garzay’s voice 
in English to supply an explanatory 
narration supplements the printed 
English titles. But while this trans- 
latory method capably hurdles the 





language barrier, the elucidation 
merely serves to focus more em. 
phasis on the dull yarn. 

Picture boils down to a charac 
ter study of Enrique Muino, a one. 
time symphony conductor, w 
sought, and temporarily fo 
anonymity after the death of his 
ballerina daughter, Linda Lorena, 
While working as a night watch. 
man in an opera house, Muino be- 
comes acquainted with Garzay and 
for a time acts as his mentor. Later 
the watchman’s true identity ig 
revealed, 


Cast in the meatiest role, Muino, 
delivers a ponderous and stiff in- 
terpretation of the conscience- 
stricken conductor. So gruff and 
crotehety is his demeanor that sel- 
dom has he the audience’s sym- 


|pathy. Garzay is relatively color- 
iless as the pianist 


although his 
solos on the instrument afford 
some of the few high spots in the 
film. Other of the pic’s more inter- 
esting passages are scenes of the 
famed pu of a and 
the orchestra and ballet of the 
Buenos Aires Philharmonic. 


Supporting players are generally 
lustreless with the exception of 
Italo Bertini who manages to inject 
some authenticity into the part of 
the opera house manager. Hugo 
Fregonese’s direction is heavy- 
handed. Both production values 
and Jose M. Beltran’s camerawork 
are fair. Writers Ulysses Petit de 
Murat and Homero Manzi had a 
difficult subject to begin with. 
Their treatment doesn’t make the 
theme any more plausible. Gilb. 


En Svensk Tiger 
(A Swedish Tiger) 
(SWEDISH) 
Stockholm, July 27. 
Kungsfilm AB production «ani release, 


Stars Edvin Adoltphsen, Margareta Pahlen; 
features Sven Lindberg. Directed by Guse- 


taf Edgren. Screenplay, Oscar Ryd@vist, 
Gustav Edgren; camera, Martin Bodin, 
At Spegeln, Stockholm. Rumning time, 9 
MINS, 

po a Edvin Adolphssem 
General Lueky.......... Edvin Adolphssom 
Lena Andersson......... Margareta Fahlen 
i | Seer Sven Lindgren 


Hanna Andersson-Tiger..Marianne Lefgren 
Wolff Gunnar Bjornstrand 


Eas Arnold Sjostrand 
Captaim Andersson.......... Erik Berglund 
Leonard Stremfund........Fritiof Billquist 
Swedish Minister....... Olof Winnerstrand 
OS re eee UE 
Frans Fredriksson........... Deugias Hage 

Tere ----.-.-Gull Natorp 
Police Inspector............ Henrik Sehildt 


British Offieer........... 
Sub Lieutenant 


One of better films produced by 
the Swedish industry, “En Svensk 
Tiger” is a gripping espionage yarn 
revolving around the work done 
by agents of three countries in the 
past war. A dash of comedy helps 
in change of pace. Grosses on this 


Gesta ‘ederlund 
...- Steere Dierf 
Peter Winner 


head |entry will be surefire in Scandi- 


navia and the picture’s overall ex- 
cellence makes it a prospect for 
the international market. 

Despite an involved plot, the 
story threads are woven together 
well by scripters Oscar Rydqvist 
and Gustav Edgren. In essence the 
tale is built around the efforts of 


further intrigue as a passenger 
a Swedish ship which the Germans 
are seeking to blow up through 
their agent, Sven Lindgren. 
There are some minor story 
flaws and several action sequences 
are far-fetched. 
As the actor who portrays Gen. 
Montgomery, Adolphsson is cred- 
ible enough in handling his dual 


role. Supporting performances 
measure up. Lindberg contribs an 
able tation as German 


interpre 

agent. Margareta Fahlen, casi as 
a Swedish counter-spy, registers 
well. Gustav Edgren, who collabor- 
ated on the script with Rydqvist, 
cleverly directed the film. while 
camerawork of Martin Bodin also 
is good. Wing. 


Sid Lust Cuts D.C. Arty 
To 65c as B.0. Hypo Test 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Adding to the seattered shots of 
admission tab cuts around the 
country, the Hippodrome, operated 
by Sidmey Lust, has slashed its 
prices in the first film house cut 
in the last year. Last price cut im 
D.C. eeecurred when the Warner 
dropped its stage shows. The last 
price cut made independently of 
operating expenses, however, was 
made before the war. 

Dropping to 65c., as against the 
previous 85c. evening top, Lust 
execs said they were experiment- 
ing with the reduced prices to see 
if added business would make up 
the difference. The Hippodrome }s 
an art house specializing in foreign 
pix and revivals. Reductions are 
not planned for any of the other 
local Lust theatres. 
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THREE TYPES OF FILM BUDGET 





Distribs Deny Exhibs’ Charges 
Anent Block Booking, But— 


Charges by exhib organizations 


recently that major distribs are 
gradually returning-to block book- 
ing is denied by top homeoffice 
sales execs. They're not returning 
to the old mass selling methods, 
they declare, because—aside from 
legal prohibitions — peddling of 
each picture individually is more 
profitable. 

They do admit that, however, on 
subsequent runs, salesmen fre- 
quently sell four, five or more films 
at one time. This, they maintain, 
is merely a matter of convenience, 
but that each picture is on a sepa- 
rate contract and, in compliance 
with terms of the anti-trust de- 
cree, the sales of one film is not 
contingent on an exhib buying any 
other. 

Likewise admitted are occasional 
over-exuberances by salesmen in 
the field. It is entirely possible, 
distrib execs say, in that working 
out a deal a salesmen may shade 
the terms on one film in order to 
close a contract on another. De- 
spite the strict instructions from 
the h.o. that they are not to in- 
dulge in this practice, it is in- 
evitable, it is said, when two men 
sit across a desk working out a 
deal. 


Exhib complaints concerning ef- 
forts at block-selling have been 
rare, sales chiefs state, with the re- 
cent disclosure of a number of 
specific instances in an Allied bul- 
letin the first public squawk. What 
few complaints there have been 
have been made to branch mana- 
gers and quickly adjusted on a lo- 
cal level. 

Accent on Subsequents 

Any block selling of this brand 
that has taken place has applied 
only to subsequents, it is said. The 
later the run, the more likely it is. 
It results from the fact that the 
branches, to keep step with avail- 
abilities, naturally sell the big first- 
run accounts first. This frequently 
causes four or five pix to pile up 
before a salesman has a chance to 
get around to the later runs. When 
he does, as a matter of conveni- 
ence, he makes contracts for all 
available films at one time. 

It is admitted by some majors 
that the visits by salesmen to late- 
run exhibs have been getting far- 
ther and farther apart. Instead of 
calling on them perhaps once a 
month, the salesman may _ get 
around only once in two or three 
months. This saves him time and 
trouble by giving him a multiplic- 
ity of pix to peddle at one swoop, 
and has perhaps brought about the 
charges of block selling, distribs 
declare. 

Since every film must be trade- 
shown before it can be offered an 
exhib, the old style block booking 
and blind buying of a whole sea- 
son’s product in advance is im- 
possible. Distribs make every ef- 
fort to tradeshow pix early, so 
salesmen can start getting their 
contracts as soon as possible, but 
it is physically impossible for more 
than a handful of films to pile up. 


Albany Zone’s $10,000 
Goal for Saranac Drive 


Albany, Aug. 10. 

Drawings in the $5,000-value 
iveaways now being promoted in 
he Albany exehange district for 
the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital 
will take place at a film dance in 
the ballroom of the Ten Eyck hotel 
Nov. 6. Jack Bullwinkle, chairman 
of the ticket committee, and 
Charles A. Smakwitz, head of the 
theatres section, are in charge. Tap 
is $3. 
a 1,500 books of tickets were 
distributed at a meeting of branch 
managers and salesmen in the 20th- 
Fox projection room last week. 

A Buick sedan will be the top 
prize among 25. General Chair- 
man Ray Smith hopes to raise 
$10,000 as the district’s contribu- 
tion to the national goal of $170,- 
000 for the Saranac Lake Hospital. 
Now operating at_ half capacity, 
due to limited funds, it will be 
closed on Oct. 31, unless fresh 
money is raised. 











Krushen’s Bally Trek On 
2 UAers for SW Preems 


Mori Krushen, United Artists ex- 
ploitation chief, left New York for 
Dallas Monday (9) to put the 
finishing touches on the campaign 
for the four-state preem of “Red 
River.” Film will have the first of 
some 250-300 engagements Aug. 26 
in Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico 
and Kansas houses. 

Krushen will be away a week. 
While there, he'll also eye the 
world preem of “Texas, Brooklyn 
and Heaven” at the Palace, Dallas, 
tomorrow (Thursday). Guy Madi- 
son and producers Edward and 
Robert Golden are expected to be 
on hand. 


M-C’s Foolproof 
Bidding System 


Metro has swung into a “fool- 
proof” system of selecting winning 
bidders in those 150 situations 
where it sells its product competi- 
tively, William F. Rodgers, com- 
pany’s distribution veepee, dis- 
closed this week. Adopting a 
technique used by U. S. Govern- 
ment agencies on bids to avoid 
leaks, Rodgers has ordered all ex- 
changes to keep bids sealed until 
one day past the deadline. They 
must then be opened in the pres- 
ence of more than one exchange 
official. 

While not so stating directly, the 
Metro topper intimated that some 
exhibs previously may have been 
tipped off as to previously turned 
in offers of competitors. There 
have been instances in the past, 
Rodgers explained, where bids 
proffered a half-hour before dead- 
line beat out rivals by a mere frac- 
tion. Metro’s action, he said, “is 
to assure exhibitors that there is 
no danger of a leak and to con- 
vince them that they'll get a fair 
shake.” 

Attacking the impression of “some 
people that we have a bonanza” 
in competitive bidding, Rodg- 
ers said his company had no real 
evidence that the method means 
higher rentals. Real reason for 
the use of bids is to solve the 
product problem in troublesome 
areas, he stated. “We do not seek 


(Continued on page 18) 


UA DISTRIBS 2D ISRAEL 
SHORT, 20TH HAS 1ST 


Second documentary one-reeler, 
“Israel Today,” produced’ by 
Palestine Films, will be released in 
the U. S. on a regular commercial 
basis by United Artists. Deal for 
permanent handling of the docu- 
mentaries by UA is currently pend- 
ing upon confabs between Norman 
Lurie, head of Palestine Films, and 
Joseph Krumgold for a financial 
setup to insure continued produc- 
tion of the reels. 

Initial film by the Palestine oy- 








fit, is now being distributed on a 


gratis basis to exhibs by 20th-Fox. 
Spyros P. Skouras, 20th prexy, had 
to receive special permission from 
Richard de Rochemont, March of 
Time producer, to issue the Pales- 
tine film on a one-shot basis. Un- 
der new setup, UA will only give 
physical distribution fer the shart, 
with Jewish organizations in the 
U. S. to do the selling to nabe 
exhibs for a flat fee. 





Darnell in ‘Fire’ 


Hollywood,. Aug. 10. 
Linda Darnell will star in “Fire,” 
based on the Random House book 
of the month selection authored 
by George R. Stewart and pur- 
chased last week by Sam Engel 
for 20th-Fox. 
Story will be made as a factual 
film with the cooperation of the 
U.S. Department of Forestry. 





6°5 TO A°S RANGE 
1006-7506 PLUS 


Industry observers see films 
gradually dividing themselves into 
ithree distinct budget categories— 
i'those that cost $100,000 to $125,000, 
those that come in at $400,000 to 
$600,000, and those that hit the 
cash drawer for $750,000 and over. 

General distinctions along this 
line have always existed, it’s said, 
but have recently become very 
sharp with costs up, the domestic 
b.o. soft and the foreign market 
questionable. Thus, a producer 
‘must definitely decide what he’s 
going to aim for and keep his budg- 
et closely in line with that aim. 

The lowest category has a certain 
beauty about it’ as far as either 
indie producers or major lots are 
concerned. That is that they have 
very little chance of losing money. 
No matter how bad they are—with- 
in reasonable limits, of course— 
they'll turn in rentals of $200,000 
to $250,000, the same as better pix 
in the category that are handled by 
one of the more important distribu- 
tion outfits, whether major or 
minor. 

On the other hand, just as the 
losses are limited, so are the 
profits. These “C” films, unlike 
those in the $400,000 - $600,000 
group, find it impossible to rise 
above their class. They are defi- 
nitely limited in the number and 
type of theatres they can play and 
no amount of salesmanship or ex- 
ploitation can do much to improve 
their grosses. The $200,000-$250,000 

(Continued on page 24) 


Par's TV Film 
Pickup Now Down 
To 20 Second 


After more than two years of 
intensive engineering research and 
experiments, Paramount has its 
Intermediate film - wide screen 
television perfected to such a de- 
gree that it is virtually simul- 
taneous with’ actual televising of 
a public event. Recent tests have 
shown an actual time lapse of 
only 20 seconds between the time 
the event is picked up by TV 
camera and when it is actually 
shown via film on a _ theaire’s 
screen. Previously the best time 
was a little under 60 seconds. This 
means that Par is able to pick up 
a TV event on film negative, have 
the picture developed and ready 
|to project on the screen within 
a space of less than third of a 
minute. 

Marvel of this new achievement 
is that such quick reproduction is 
done without distortion, televised 
event coming out with rare fidel- 
ity, just as picked up by the TV 
camera. Previously, faster time 
than 60 seconds had been made 
with the Par Intermediate film 
method but it did not show up on 
the screen with the required 
clarity. 

New achievement means that 
Paramount is the first major pic- 
ture company to have wide-screen 

(Continued on page 16) 


New Telepic Firm Uses 
P ti — th Gi a } 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Eclipse Productions has been 
formed by Dorothy Colin with 
Michael Colin as executive pro- 
ducer and Leslie Urbach as dialog 
director. Firm will make television 
films. c 

First telepic is a comedy, 
mystery half-hour show featuring 
a husband and wife team and a 
missing clue gimmick for audience 
participation. Jeff Corey, Keith 
Hetherington, Joe Warfield, Martha 
Montgomery, Kay Christopher and 
Dana Knight appear in film which 
Floyd Crosby lensed and Lee Loeb 
scripted. 














Rank Set to Launch Big-Screen TV 





In His Bid for World Video Lead 


Coslow-Frank’s Musical 
Shorts Series for NBC-TV 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Sam Coslow and George Frank 
last week inked a deal with NBC 
Television calling for delivery of a 
series of musical shorts. NBC pre- 
viously had entered into a similar 
agreement with Jerry Fairbanks, 
who is turning out a batch of 
dramatic pix for the net. 

With their new firm recently in- 
corporated as Telefeatures, Inc., 
prexy Frank and veepee-producer 
Coslow will go into production this 
month at the Nassour Studios. 
Their first short will be a_ two- 
reeler tagged “Hollywood Brevi- 
ties,”’ using a revue format. Coslow 
is also filming an untitled full- 
length musical at the same lot in 
association with Noel Clarke for 
United Artists release. 

Shooting starts Aug. 26. Joseph 
Berne will direct. 


Chi Houses Plan 
TV Into Theatres 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Chicago’s leading theatre cir- 
cuits will install large screen 
video in Loop film houses this fall. 
Balaban & Katz chain have ordered 
66-second, telefilm - developing 
processers and will show special 
events taken off the tele receiver, 
mainly from WBKB, the B&K- 
owned station. First theatre will 
probably be the Chicago, with 
other installations following. Cir- 
cuit will also use film flown from 
New York and Paramount’s Hol- 
lywood, KTLA. 

Essaness Theatres, operator of 
the Oriental and Wood, is also con- 
templating special video projec- 
tions, and will probably use the 
Oriental, 3,400-seater. Essaness 
has no present tiein with any video 
station but it figures it will get the 
right of projection from one or all 
of the network operations which 
are due on the air here within the 
next few months. RKO, which 
operates the Grand and Palace, has 
no immediate plans for theatre 
tele showings and neither does 
Warner Bros.’ local circuit. 


‘PARADE’ ESTABLISHES 
STATE’S NEW POLICY 


With “Easter Parade” racking 
up over $300,000, unprecedented 
gross for the theatre, at Loew’s 
State, N. Y., in the first six weeks, 
Metro is convinced that a high- 
scale policy with topflight produc- 
tions is feasible at this former 
vaudfilm house. Big “if” of course, 
is whether the studios can con- 
tinue turning out big enough pic- 
tures to fill requirements. “Three 
Musketeers” (also M-G) opens La- 
bor Day weekend. 

One thing that “Parade” has 
done for the State is to set it up 
in the public’s mind as a class de- 
luxer with higher scale and big pic- 
tures. Earlier weeks in run of 
“Parade” found considerable re- 
sistance to higher prices since the 
State seldom got more than $1.25 
top. In fact, it was this resistance 
that prompted the management to 
eliminate the $1.80 maximum for 
weekends after the first week. 


Thunder’ Starts Stephens’ 
12 Picture Deal With SG 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. ~ 

William Stephens opens his 12- 
picture production deal for Screen 
Guild release with “Thunder in 
the Pines,” starting Aug. 25, on 
the Nassour lot. 

Second of the dozen will be 
“The Banana Fleet,” based on a 
story by John Wilste, and third 
will be “Three-Alarm Fire,” au- 














thored by Arthur Caesar. 


London, Aug. 3. 

Waiting for the go sign from the 
British government, J. Arthur 
Rank is all set to launch big-screen 
television. in his picture houses 
and to secure for Britain the lead 
in world video. 

From his experimental station 
on the site of the old Crystal 
Palace, Rank is daily transmitting 
to a specially equipped cinema in 
Bromley, Kent, a few miles away, 
for which an experimental license 
has been granted. 

To this picture house Rank has 
taken Herbert Morrison, M.P., 
Lord President of the Council and 
right-hand man of Premier Attlee. 
Morrison’s report to fellow mem- 
bers of the Cabinet of the excel- 
lence of the picture, which rivals 
the film for clarity, may lead to 
prodding of the government’s Tele- 
vision Advisory Committee. 

For more than two years this 
committee has been talking around 
the problem, but has failed to re- 
solve different viewpoints within 
the industry, particular stumbling 
block being attitude of exhibs who 
fear growth of video might put 
them out of business. 

While sympathetic to this exhib 
viewpoint and not wanting to fall 
out with them, it is believed Rank 
is willing to talk a deal with the 
British Broadcasting Corp. on the 
supply of films if they’ll give him 
the okay to go ahead with his big 
screen in some of his West End 
theatres. Once he gets that okay, 
Rank reckons he could equip the 
first theatre—probably the Tatler 
in Charing Cross Road—in three 
or four weeks.and others could be 
readied at short notice. 

Rank’s policy on provision of 
films to the BBC, while breaking 
the barrier that exists at the mo- 
ment, wouldn’t cut across the in- 
terests of theatre owners, but 
would be to supply educational and 
travel shorts which could be used 
to supplement the afternoon pro- 
put on for the benefit of 
youngsters. Occasionally, permis- 
sion might be given for a film to 
have its preem over the air, but 


mates place the figure at consider- 
ably in excess of $1,000,000. A 


now would involve considerable 
expenditure, but would also give 
him an opportunity of recouping 
some of his cash by manufacturing 
and other equipment 
for the wide-open export markets. 

In addition to their work on per- 
fecting the big screen, the back- 


| 


tered the method of canning tele- 
vision pictures as they are re- 
ceived, thus enabling topical 
events, photographed through 
video cameras, to be screened at 
any time in the same way as news- 
reels. 
Details of the way in which the 
Rank Organization would use the 
medium in its theatres 
have still to be worked out, but as 
seen at the moment would be com- 





) jection 
Lund Switching Roles 
In Paramount’s ‘Mask’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Paramount is shifting John 
Lund, originally cast in a sec- 
ondary spot in “A Mask for Lu- 
cretia,” to the top role of Caesar 
Borgia, which Ray Milland ducked 
and drew a consequent suspension 
from the payroll. 

Lund recently impressed the 
studio toppers by his work in “A 
Foreign Affair” and “The Tatlock 
Millions.” Filming of “Lucretia,” 
delayed by the Milland suspen- 





sion, starts Aug. 26. 
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Chi Still Brisk: Heidt Amateurs 


Help ‘Life,’ Rousing $70,000, ‘Island’ 


30G, Feudin’ 156, ‘Belle’ No Lulu 96 

, Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | 
Cll In “Key Largo” (WB) and “Heart of | 

’ ? c € 0 u u Virginia’ 4 Big $8,500, and | 

Chicago, Aug. 10. ¢ 


The Loop is entering its fourth 


week of sock business with the 
Oriental taking over leadership 
from the Chicago. Former looks 


great $70,000 with “Time Of Your 
Life” and Horace Heidt amateurs 
on stage. “On An Island With You”’ 
at State-Lake appears strong at 
$30.000. “Feudin’, Fightin’” is 
nearing neat $15,000 at Grand. 
“Lulu Belle” at the Apollo doesn’t 
look good at $9,000. 


Holdovers are strongest in six 
months, with “Emperor Waltz” in 


fourth week leading at hefty $47.- | 


000. ‘“Paradine Case” ending its | 
fifth at the Woods looks staunch | 
$18,000. “Melody Time” at Palace. | 
in second week, still is solid with | 
$18,000. “So Evil My Love” shapes | 
fair $14,000 at United Artists for 
second week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 50-98) — 
“Lulu Belle’ (Col). Light $9,000. 
Last week, “Dude Goes West” 
(Mono) and “Wouldn’t Be In Your 
Shoes” (Mono), $7,000. 

Chicage (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) — 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) with Har- 
monicats oustage (4th wk). Solid 
$47,000. Last week, $52,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85) — 
“Hired Wife” (U) and “Told That 
Ghost” (U) (reissues). Mild $7,500. 
Last week, “Next Time We Love” 
(U) and “High Seas” (Col) (re- 
issues), $7,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) — 
“Feudin’, Fussin’” (U). Trim $15,- 
000. Last week, “Big City” (M-G), 
$12,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—'‘Time of Life” (UA) with Horace 
Heidt’s amateurs on stage. Gigan- 
tic $70,000. -Last week, “Street 
With No Name” (20th) with Keenan 
Wynn topping stagebill (2d wk), 
fine $46,000. 

Palace (RKO) 
“Melody Time” 
Tidy $18,000. 
$26,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 


(2,500; 50-98)— 
(RKO) (2d wki. 
Last week big 


| 
| 
| 





“Best Years’ (RKO) (2d wk). Mod- 
est $11,000. Last. week, okay $14,-| 
500 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) | 
—'‘On Island With You” (M-G). | 
Nifty $30,000. Last week, “Key 
Largo” (WB) (2d wk), big $24,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98'—“‘So Evil My Love” (Par) (2d 
wk). Fair $14,000. Last week good 
$17.500. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — 
“Paradine Case” (SRO) (5th wk). 
Final week looks strong $18,000. 
Last week, $21,000. : 

World (indie) (587; 77)—“King’s 
Jester” (Indie). (3d wk). Trim 
$2.400. Last week, $3,000. 


‘So Evil’ Good $19,000 In 
St. Loo; ‘Street’ Dull 186 


St. Louis, Aug. 10. 

Combo of cool weather and new 
screen fare is not sufficient to off- 
set slack biz at the cinemas here 
this week. “So Evil My Love,” with 
a nod from the crix, is headed for 
the best take. “Time of Your 
Life” is runnerup and nearly as 
solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘So Evil My Love” (Par) and 
“King of Gamblers” (Rep). Nice 
$19,000. Last week, “Deep Waters 
(20th) and “Mine Own Execution- 
eer” (20th) mild $15,000. ee 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—"Win- 
ner’s Circle” (20th) and “Street No 
Name” (20th), Modest $18,000. Last 
week, “Key Largo” (WB) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th) (2d wk), 
ock $24,000. a 
: Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Time of Life’ (UA) and “Thunder- 
hoof” (Col). Trim $18,000. Last 
week. “On Merry Way” (UA) and 
“Dragnet” (SG), $18,000. 2 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75')— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col). and 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) (m.o.) (3d 
wk). Fine $8,000 after $10,000 for 
second session. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G). (m.o.) (2d 
wk). Fast $8,500 following fine 

11,000 opener. 

. St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60) — 
“Bambi” (RKO) and — 
Ranger” (reissues) (RKO). Mi 
$6,000. Last week, “Happened One 
Night” (Col) ent Serenade 
(Col) (reissues), $7,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; oder 
“Flowing Gold” (WB) and gy He 
Conquest” (WB) (reissues). Okay 





Cool Spell Perks Mpls.; 





Broadway Grosses 


— 


Estimated Total Gross 
Last Week . 
(Based on 14 theatres) 


Last Year . . $697,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 


Paradine’ Best 
Bet in D.C., $23,000 


$571,000 








Washington, Aug. 10. 

“Mr. Blandings Dream House” 
promotion campaign caught on well 
here to push it to big opening 
frame at Keith’s and a healthy 
second week currently. “Paradine 
Case”’ looks top newcomer with 
sock round at the Palace. ‘‘Deep 
Waters” looks excellent at the Cap- 


itol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitel (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— | 
“Deep Waters” (20th). 
$29,000... Last week, 
Creek” (20th), $23,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1.263: 44-70) 
—“Easter Parade” (M-G) (2d wk). | 
Good $8,000 for fourth downtown | 
week. Last week, $10,000. 

Dupont (F. W. Mann) (440; 50-85) 
—‘‘Antoine and Antoinette” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Nice $3,000. Last week, 
$3,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,030: 44-74) — 
“Mr. Blandings’” (SRO) (2d wk), 
Good $10,000. Last week, smash 
$22,000. 

Metropolitan ‘WB) 1,163; 44-70), 


Excellent 
“Furnace 


|—"“Bring "Em Back Alive” (RKO) 


(reissue). Fine $8,000. Last week, 
“Raw Deal” (EL), $8,500. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 44-74)— 
“Paradine Case” (SRO). Sock $23,- 
000. Last week, “On Merry Way” 
(UA), good $15,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,154: 44-74) —_ 
“Key Largo” (WB) (2d wk). Sturdy 
$18,000. Last week, terrific $25,000. 





‘Parade’ in Lead, 186; 
‘Largo’ Larruping 156 


Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 
Exceptionally cool weather has - 
been and continues to be a box-— 
office tonic here, with biz looking 
up again after several weeks. At- 
tracting thousands of visitors, | 
American Legion state convention ' 
is no help currently. Trio of par-_ 
ticularly outstanding newcomers, | 
“Easter Parade,” “Key Largo” and | 
“Best Years,” also are helping. All 
are big. j 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) —. 
“Shaggy” (Par) and “Bill and Coo” 
(Rep). First new pix combo here , 
in weeks. “Bill and. Coo” getting | 
my but yanked after 6 days.") 
in $3,500. Last week, “Beyond | 
Glory” (Par) (2d wk), oke $6,500, 
giving it sock $26,000 for fortnight 
downtown. 
Gopher (Par) (1,000; 40)—‘'Tar- 
zan’s Secret Treasure” ‘(M-G) and 


“Blackmail” (Rep). 
| Last week, “Melody Time” (RKO) 


Largo’ Lush 3G, Omaha 


Omaha, Aug. 10. 
| “Key Largo” and “On an Island 
/With You” are running far ahead 
of _other newcomers this week, 


former being especiaily big gross | 


at Brandeis in some time. 
Estimates for This Week 


irginia” (Rep). 
maybe holdover. Last week, ‘“Mel- 
ody Time” (RKO), $8,200. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—"‘On Island With You” (M-G) 
Solid $11,000. Last week, “Easter 


|Parade” (M-G) (2d wk, surprising | several degree below normal for| heading stageshow (2d wk). 


$10,200. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 
“Big City” (M-G) and “Old Los An- 
geles” (Rep). Fine $5,000 or close 
Last week, “Summer Holiday” 
iM-G) (2d wk}, $3,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100: 16-65) 


—‘Valley of Giants” (WB) and 
“Fighting 69th" (WB) (reissues). | 
Good $10,000. Last week, “The 


Smugglers” (EL) and “Lead Soi-| 


diers” (20th), fair $9,000. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 


65) — “Wallflower” (WB) and 
“Shagty” (Par). Okay $10,000 or 
over. Last week, “Dude Goes 


| West” (Mono) and ‘‘Hunted’’ 


(Mono), $11,000. 


Fuller’ Cleans Up 
In K.C. at $20,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 10. 

Theatre wickets are perking up 
on current bills, town having one 
of its better summer ~ weeks. 
Weather is moderate “Fuller 
Brush Man,’ smash at Midland, 
will land top money. Also sock is 
“Key Largo” at Paramount. “Ruth- 
less” begins new solo policy at 
Roxy, and is doing nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
85)—""Abbott-Costello Meet Fran- 
kenstein” (U) (m.o.). Solid $4,500; 
solo billing is temporary change in 
policy for house. Last week, “Man- 
Eater Kumaon” (U) and “Jungle 
Terror” (U) (reissue), $4,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,570; 45-65)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Thunderhoof” (Col). Red Skel- 
ton’s “Fuller” getting smash $20,- 





/000, and possible holdover. Last 


week, “Best Years” (RKO), first 


{RKO “release in this house, nifty 
' $19,000 at regular scale. 
~| Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 


West” (UA) and 
Okay $11,000. 


“Four Faces 


and “Mystery in Mexico” (RKO) (2d 
wk), trim $10,500. 

Paramount (Par) (1.900; 45-65)— 
“Key Largo” (WB). Fancy $18,000 
and will hold. Last week, “Dream 
Girl” (Par), $14,000. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Ruthless” (EL). Starts new single 
feature policy here, sturdy $6,500. 
Last week, “Intermezzo” (FC) and 
“Rebecca” (FC) (reissues), $5,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
—*“Up in Central Park” (U). Only 
moderately good at $15,000. Last 
week, “Abbott- Costello Meet 
<r (U), fancy $20,000 in 
8 days. 


New Films Boost Cincy; 
Great Campaign Lifts 
‘Canon’ to Sock $15,000 


Cincinnati, Aug. 10. 
No beefs from exhibs at this 
| stage of dog days about biz gener- 





16-65)— | 





Extended cool spell with several 
rainy days and helped by arrival 
of seven new bills is brightening 
Broadway firstrun’ picture this 





N.Y. Dates Up ‘Judy,’ Sock $153,000; 
‘Glory’-Lee-Murray-Eherle Big 1006, 
‘Walls-Haymes-Iceshow Lofty 1166 





“Green Grass” (20th) 
$9.000. . 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—“Beyond Glory” (Par) with Peggy 


(2d runs), 


stanza. The temperature ranged!Lee, Jan Murray, Ray Eberle orch 


First 


| this time of year most of last week,| week soared to very big $100,000, 


keeping thousands in town and | after being given big teeoff on 
away from resort spots. Many;|Tuesday (3) night, with West 
went to film theatres. However,} Point upperclassmen attending. 


N. Y. deluxers had to contend with! Last week, “Foreign Affair” (Par) 


iwo big league baseball games 
(Giants and Dodgers), former with 
/a doubleheader, last Sunday (8), 
but mild weather kept the day 
above par for a summer Sabbath. 
With the Music Hall, Paramount 
and Roxy all launching new shows, 
the Street was assured of having 
strong returns. “Date With Judy,” 
with Jubilee revue boosting N. Y. 
50th anni onstage, opened unusual- 
ly well and will land the Music 
Hall a great $153,000 first week. 


“Beyond Glory” plus stagebill 
headed by Peggy Lee, Jan Murray, 
Ray Eberle band, is giving the 
Paramount one of its biggest open- 
ing weeks. with about $100,000 in 
prospect. Par launched this picture 
in big league style, with West 
Point upperclassmen guesis of 
honor Tuesday (3) night. 

“Walls of Jericho,’ with Dick 
Haymes, Tommy Trent, iceshow 
on stage, looks to hit smash $116,- 
000 opening week at Roxy, this be- 
ing particularly good in view of 
crix barbs. “Four Faces West” is 
doing little with $15,000 at Globe, 
and stays only four days of second 
frame. 

“Return of Bad Men” shapes 
fairly fine $25,000 at Mayfair, but 
won't go over two or three sessions. 
Bandbox Rialto has a winner with 
“Gung Ho” and “Eagle Squadron,” 
reissues, at $15,000 or over. Palace 
found “Best Years’-“Big Punch” 
not holding up and brought in 
“Four Feathers’-“Drums,” reissue 
combo, for final two days of 6-day 
week, doing a stout $10,000. House 
was closed yesterday (Tues.) to 
ready it for WJZ television preem 
tonight. = 

Capitol is feeling fresh competi- 
tion of current week, tumbling 
abruptly to $85,000 in second week 
of “Island With You” and “Stop 
Music” radio show on stage. First 
was big $101.000. “Babe Ruth 
Story” also is down sharply at $23,- 
000 in second Astor week. “Key 
Largo” with Count Basie band still 
is strong at $58,000 in fourth week 
at Strand. and goes six. “Abbott- 
Costello Meet Frankensiein” looks 
fancy $28,000 in second Criterion 
week. 2 

“Mr. Peabody and Mermaid” 
opens Friday (13) at 
Garden. Globe brings in “Escape” 
Saturday (14). 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (3d 
wk). Second session ended last 
Monday (9) did not hold up well at 
sturdy $23,000 after first week went 
to big $36,000. Stays on indef. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80- 
$1.50\—“Island With You” (M-G) 
with “Stop Music” radio show on- 
stage (2d wk). Initial holdover 
round not holding up as well as 
had been hoped at $85,000. First 
went to sock $101,000, above hopes, 
with continued rainy weather a 
formidable factor. Continues a 


Winter | f 


plus Jo Stafford, Sam Donahue 
orch (5th wk), $56,000 in abbre- 
viated 6!2-day session. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Date 
With Judy” (M-G) plus new stage- 
show including “Jubilee,” 
salute to N.Y. City’s 50th anni. 
First week looks to hit great $153,- 
000. Holds, natch! Last week, sev- 
enth of “Emperor Waltz” (Par) and 
stageshow went to $116,000, a bit 
over hopes, making $980,000 for 
seven-week run, new 1948 high. 


Rialte (Mage) (594; 44-99)— 
“Gung Ho” (FC) and “Eagle 
Squadron” (FC) (reissues). For first 
week ending next Friday (13) likely 
will soar to very, big $15,000 or 
over. Holds. Last week, “Money 
Madness” (FC) and “Blonde Ice” 
(FC) (2d wk), fine $8,000. 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—"Se Evil My Love” (Par) 
(3d wk). Third round ending to- 
day (Wed.) is down to $22,000, 
house feeling nearby competition; 
second was fine $27,000. “Velvet 
Touch” (RKO), in next, opens like- 
ly about Aug. 26. 

Roxy (20th) 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th) with Dick 
Haymes, Tommy Trent, .Buster 
Shaver and iceshow on stage (2d 
wk). First frame ended last (Tues) 
night hit smash $11,000 despite 
hammering of film. Last. week, 
“Street No Name” (20th) with Cab 
Calloway, Vivian Blaine, Jackie 
Miles and iceshow (3d wk), big 
$93,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (7th wk). 
Sixth session ended last (Tues.) 
night wound up at $27,000 after 
very sturdy $36,000 for fifth. Con- 
tinues until end of month with 
ne ee ae = 
or r y, opening ely 
be Sept. 2 or 3. : 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
“Key Largo” (WB) with stagebill 
topped by Count Basie orch, Billie 
Holiday (4th wk). Feeling new 
openings on Broadway but still in 
chips at $58,000. Last week was 
fancy $68,000. Now set to go six 
weeks; original booking was for 


Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 55- 
$1.25)—“Killers” (U) and “Brute 
Force” (U) (2d runs) (2d wk). See- 
ond stanza ending today (Wed. 
still very good at $7,000. Stays a 
couple of extra days to open “Mr. 
Peabody and Mermaid” (U) on Fri- 
day (13). 


Bad Men’ Robust 
$15,500 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 





third. City i - 
y is glutted with holdovers, 
Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70-| yj ; = 
$1.55) — “Abbott - Costello ‘Meet | with, the Tesus Shet.ahe, few new 


revue ~ 


(5,886; 80-$1.80)—~ 





$5,000. Last week, “The Fugitive” 
(RKO) (m.o.) same. 


“Tarzan’s .N. Y. Adventure” (M-G) (ally. Of four new bills, all velvety, 
(reissues). Looks mild $3,000. Last “Return of Bad Men” is 


week, “Are You With It” (U), weak “Canon City” for front money but | ¢3 


$2,500 in 6 days. “Canon” comparatively is far 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Mr. stronger. “Deep Waters” has a 
eee Saree ae. Heater |b eds eure, “Mantel 
000. week, $5,000. othe ‘ 7 
** Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— rade” continues plenty solid in 
“Easter Parade” (M-G). og | third week to — face ~ ae 
. Day abt 913.008.” pais yds | Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)—“Re- 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- turn of Bad Men” (RKO). Solid 
)—“Key Largo” (WB). Sock $15,- $16,000. Last week, “Black Ar- 
bs oy g “Re of Tow” (Col), $14,000 
Sea I oot. ae 12000, | Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 50-75) — 
Beko Pas (RKO) (L800. 50-70) | ‘Easter Parade” (M-G) (3d wk). 
“Return ae ~ ¥t wg et ime. pores | —" after socko $16,000 
Fair $5, n ys. week, n : a 
“Melody Time” (RKO) (2d wk),, Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
brisk $7,500. | (Continued on page 20) 


State hos aa: Pe eee | 
"| | ). First show- | ° 

Years” (RK run Esti ten 4 N pee 

Film gross estimates as re- 


ing at pop prices. Fast $12,000. 
Last week, “All My Sons” (U), 
_ ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 


$11,000. 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 





Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60) — 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col). First. 
nabe showing. Big $4,500 in pros- | : 
pect. Last week, “Romance High! playing precentage, hence the 
Seas” (WB), fair $3,500. | est&nated figures are net in- 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85) — come. - 
“Anna Karenina” (20th) (2d wk). The renthetic admission 
Has built steadily. Still punching | rices, however, as indicated, 
hard at $3,000. Last week, big $4,- include the U. S. amusement 
000 and over hopes. | tax. 


tors share on net take, when 


comers are =. In great 
Frankenstein” (U) (3d wk), Second sti. Cool, ra lle: be also is 


stanza ended last (Tues.) night at 
nice Ezee 000 after first hit rousing 


7.000. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 
—*Four Faces West” (UA) (2d wk- 
4 days). First week ended last 
Monday (9) hit only modest $15,000. 
In ahead. second week (5 s) of 
“Deep Waters” (20th) was slim 
$7,000. “Rope” (WB) is due to 
come in Aug. 26. “Four Faces” 
stays over only four days, with 
“Eseape” (20th) opening Saturday 
(14). 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 90- 
$1.80) — “Return of Bad Men” 
(RKO) (2d wk). First stanza ended 
last (Tues.) night was fairly nice 
$25,000. In ahead, “Time of Life’ 
(UA) (10th wk-6 days), okay $8,000. 
“Bad Men” looks good for two or 
three weeks, with “Race Street” 
(RKO) due in next 
Palace (RKO) (1,700: 40-95)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d run) and 
“Big Punch” (WB) (ist run) (4 
days) split with “Drums” (FC) and 
“Four Feathers” (FC) (reissues) (2. 
days). Strong $10,000 in 6 days, 
latter dual combo brought in when 
“Years” faltered. House closed 
yesterday (Tues.) while workmen 
readied house for preem of WJZ 
television today (Wed.). Last week. 





“Regards to Broadway” (20th) and 





helping. Top newcomer is “Fuller 
Brush Man” with sock session at 
. “Return of Bad Men” alse 
is in for rousing total at Stanton. 
“Up in Central Park” looks weak 


Best holdovers are “Da te With 
Judy” at Fox and “Key Largo” at 
Stanley. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—“The 
Pearl” (RKO), Mild $9,000. Last 
week, “Intermezzo” (UA) (reissue), 
good $13,500. 
Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)—“Un- 
ered” (Par). Disappointing 
$4 . Last week, “Pirate” (M-G), 
fine $6,200. 
Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Up in 
Central Park” (U). Weak $14,000. 


Last week, “Paradine Case” (Par) 
(5th wk), big $12,700. 
Earl@ (WB) (2,700; 50-94)— 


“Fuller Brush Man” (Col). Best of 
new pix. 


p 
Angeles” (Rep), $13,000. 
Fox (20th) (2,250; Sopiietints 
With Judy” (M-G) (2d wk).~Fairly 
soot $20,000. Last week, great 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Ba produced by 
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AUG. 26TH with JOHN DALL + FARLEY GRANGER 
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Screen Play by Arthur Laurents « From the Play by Patrick Hamilton + Director of Photography 
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rm Seep eaunw ’ SEG Lekecansgnr —§ & — San ava 





BRB Ba 4 Foe Seer See: ; eR ee x “, = 


NOTHING 


[a Ree See Lees Geese Se SS Se Ge Sie sake 


NOTHING 
EVER 
COMBINED 
LAFFS, MUSIC 
& THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS 






















LIKE S 
a Pe a 


FROM =; Ae ee evi A Se “LIFE WITH 8 


MORGAN:CARSON & 1 | a FATHER” 
te i a 
“eee ag pea Sones 


to ing 
ILLIAM IRENE 

hestral Arrangements by ‘Rey He: nde f : From the Original Play by nowane LINDSAY and RUSSEL CROUSE 

me wer ars le Styne © Lyrics by Sammy Caha From Oscer Serlin's Stage Production * Music by Max Steiner 


POWEL LL» DUNNE 
e,, directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ + produced by ROBERT BUCKNER 
er ef Fee, ee ee + 2? 2? ee J Th == PIE 


NOTHING EVER LIKE THESE 4 





"EDMUND GWENN © ZASU PITTS 


ae ee my OO ee eee SE Oe oe Be ee ee ee Oe oe oe oe Be oe @ 








Boos 
RST SS 


— 





Ot ia se ae 68 


Wednesday, August 11, 1948 


VARIETY 





PICTURE GROSSES 





Hub Cool, Biz Torrid: Largo $28 000, | ‘Melody’ Sweet 146, Port. 
Time’ 266 in 2, ‘Street’ Same, All Big 


Boston, Aug. 10. 


hit town along with strong product 
to hypo takes in most theatres. 
“Key Largo” is on top at the Met. 
with “Street of No Name” at the 
RKO and “Time of Your Life” at 
the State and Orpheum running at 
stout levels. Others. especially 
“Canon City” on holdover at Par- 
amount and Fenway, are okav. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Jaycox! (1,300: 40-80)— 
“Fuller Brush” Man” (Col) and 
“Adventures Silverado” (Col). Skel- 
ton film had a week at the State 
“and Orpheum. Socko $12,000. Last 


week, “San Francisco” (M-G) (re- 
Issue), $4,900. 

Boston (RKO) 13,200; 40-80)— 
“Street No Name” (20th) and 
“French Leave” (Mono). Fine $26.- 


000, and holds. Last week. ““Man- 
Eater Kumaon” (U) and “King of 
Gamblers” (Rep), $11,500. 


Exeter (Indie) (1,000: 45-75) — 
“Hungry Hili” (U) and “Smart 
Woman” (Mono'. Not bad $4.000. 
Last week, “Take My Life” (EL) 


and “Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue). 
$3,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80)— 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Lady Mid- 
night” (EL) (2d wk), good $5,000 
after $9,000, first. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 40-80)— 


“Babe Ruth Story’ (Mono) and 
“Devil's Cargo” (FC'. Opened to- 
day (Tues.). Last week “Melody 
Time” (RKO) and “Mystery in 


Mexico” (RKO) (2d wk), solid $17.- 


000 in 6 days after big $20,000 
opener. 

Metropolitan (M-P) 
80) — “Key Large” (WB) and 


“Shanghai Chest” (Mono). Doing 
strong $28,000. Dr. lL. Q on Mon- 
day nights helping. Last week. 
“Foreign Affair” (Par) 
“Shaggy” (Par) (2d wk), $16,800. 

Orpheum (Loew? (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Time of Life” (UA) and “Thun- 
derhoof” (Col). Nieely plugged and 
sturdy $17,000 looms. Last week, 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (3d wk’, 
$16,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-80) 
—‘Canon City” (EL) and “Lady 
Midnight” (EL) (2d wk. Strong 
$13,000 after big $16,000 first. 

State (Loew? (3,500; 40-80)— 
“Time of Life” (UA! and “Thun- 
derhoot” (Col). So-so $9,000. Last 
week, “Easter Parade” (M-G) (3d 
wk), $7,300. 


Det. Dull With 100,000 


Idle; ‘Largo’ Ragged At 
$34,000, Walls’ Big 


Detroit. Aug. 10. 

With close to 100,000 auto work- 
ers jobless beeause of strikes and 
parts shortages, and the hot 
weather prevalent, biz shapes on 
slow side here. “Key Largo” at 
the Michigan is leader this week, 
with “Walls of Jericho” at the Fox, 
second. “Black Arrow” is fancy at 
Palms-State. “Melody Time” looks 
solid at United Artists. 


Estimates for This Week 





Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— | 
(M-G) (4th wk). | 


“Easter Parade” 
Satisfactory $10,000 compared to 
good $13,000 third stanza. 

Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 60-90) 
— “Spring” (Indie) and “Son of 
Regiment” (Indie! Strong $4,200. 
Last week, “Tawny Pipit” (U) and 
“Hungry Hill” (U), $4,000. 

Broadway-Capitel (United De- 
troit) (3,300; 70-95) — “Return of 
Bad Men” (RKO) and “Take My 
Wite” (EL) (24 wk). Drop to $10.- 
000 compared with surprisingly 
strong $16,000 first round. 

Downtewn (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95’—“Blood and Sand” (20th) and 


“Wake Up Screaming” (20th) (re- 
Fair $7,000. Last week.’ 
“Jassy” (U) and “Are You With 


issues). 


It’ {U) (2d wk?, $5,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—‘Walls otf Jericho” (20th) 
“Checkered Coat” (20th). Big $32,- 
000, Last week, “Deep Waters” 
(20th) and “King ot Olympics 
(UA), $35,000. mp 

Michigan (U-D) (4,089; 70-95) — 
“Key Lergo” (WB) and “Wall- 
flower” (WB). Great $34,000. Last 
week, “Remance High Seas” (WB) 
and “Big Pumeh” (WB) (2d 
okay $16,000. ; 

Palms-State (U-D) (2,716; 70-95) 


—“Black Arrow” (Col) and “Blon--: 


dies Reward” (Col). Faney $22.- 
000. Last week, “Mr. Bia 
(SRO? (2d wk), $15,000. a a 
United Artists (U-D) (2.9/6; (0- 
95) — “Melody Time” (RKO) and 
“Old Los Angeles” (Rep). Solid 
$19,000. _ Last week, ‘Emperor 
Waltz” (Par) and “Waterfront Mid- 
night” (Par) (5th wh), $12,000. 


. . + 
Traditional cool week in August ( 


and | 


, Sister” 
week, “Black Bart” (U> and “Dear 


and) 


wh), | 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tota! Gross 
This Week $2,379,000 
(Based on 19 cities, 176 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,824,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 199 
theatres). 


‘Sons’ Fine $9,000, 
L ville; Legion’ 66 


souisville, Aug. 10. 
Cooler weather is helping film 








houses here this week. Product 
quality is also on upbeat. Rialto 
with “Dream Girl’ will lead the 


b.o. parade this week but not sock. 
National looks fine with “All My 
Sons.” “Gallant Legion” shapes 
strong at Strand. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200- 
45-635)—“Fort Apache” (RKO) and 


“Lightning in Forest” (Rep) (m.o.). 


Neat $5,000. Last week. “Street No 
Name” (20th) and “Sweet Gene- 
vieve” (20th) (m.o.), $4,500. 


Kentueky (Switow) (1-200: 30-40) 
(4.387; 40% «Ss ointed Sisters” 


(Par) and 
“Lady From Shanghai’ (Col). 
Lively $3,000. Last week. “Uncon- 
quered”’ (Par) and “Who Killed 
"‘Doe’ Robbin” (UA), $3,200. 

Mary Andersen (People’s) (1,100; 


| 45-65'\—"Key Largo” (WB) (2d wk), | 
'mice $7,000 after fast week's sock 


" Natienal (Standard) (2,400: 45-65) 


—“All My Sons” (U) and “Bad 
(U). Fine $9,000. Last 


|'Murderer” (U), mediumn $5,000. 
Rialte (FA) (3,400; 45-65) —' 
“Dream Girl’ (Par) and “Water- 


front at Midnight” (Par). 
$14,000 or near. Last week. “Fort 


Apache” (RKO) and “Lightnin’ In| 


Forest” (Rep), loud $15.000. 


State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — “ 


\“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 


“Thunderhoot” (Col) (24 wk). Good | 


, $12,000 after solid $21,000 first 
| week. 


Ww ° 
| Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)\—“Gal- 
lant Legion” (Rep) and “Eyes of 
' Texas” (Rep). Strong $6.000. Last 
week, “Berlin Express” (RKO) and 
“Main Street Kid” (Rep), $5,000. 





‘LARGO’ ROSY $20,000, 
BALTO.; ‘ALIVE’ OK 146 


Baltimore. Aug. 10. 
Current list is fighting a valiant 
battle with perfect weather which 
is drawing hordes to nearby shore 
resorts and nicking the all-impor- 


tant weekend trade. Out front in _ 


great style is “Key Largo” at the 


Frankenstcin” is still big at Keith's 
after one of best figures in recent 
months for first week. “Time of 
Life” shapes mildish at Century. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
| 60)—‘““Time of Life” (UA). Fairish 
' $13,000. Last week, “Mr. Bland- 
‘ings Builds Dream House” (SRO), 
nice $18,800 im 10 days. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240; 
20-70)—"‘Bring ‘Em Back Alive” 
(RKO) (reissue) plus vaude. Not 
getting far at $14,000. Last week. 
“Raw Deal” (EL) and vaude, un- 
exciting at $13,000. 

Keith's (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- 
60)—“‘Abbott-Costello Meet Frank- 
enstein” (U) (2d wk). Holding very 
wel) at $8,000 after big $15.000 


opener. 
| Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 33-55)— 
“Big City” (M-G’. Okay $7,000, 


good for this stand. Last week, 
“Shaggy” (Par), $3,600. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 


“Escape” (20th). Average $9,000. 
Last week, second of “Deep Waiters” 
(20th), $6.600. 


Stanley (WB) (3.280: 25-75)— 
“Key Largo” (WB). Leading town 
_with very rosy $20,000. Last week. 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) (24 
wk), all right $7,300. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Maintaining steady pace at 
$14,000 or Iess after big $19,600 


opener. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1.780; 20- 
60)\—"“Mr. Blandings”’ (SRO) (m.o.). 
Drawing very well after i0 days 
immediately preceding in down- 
stairs Century, nice $9,000. Last 


week. “Easter Parade” (M-G) (m.o.), | 


| $11,200. 


Healthy | 


Stanley. “Abbott and Costello Meet | 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 10. 


“Key Largo” is coining the real | 


dough in town this week at the 
Broadway. “Melody Time” is 
doing nicely at Orpheum = and 
Oriental, while “Dream Girl” isn’t 
so hot at Paramount. 

Estimates fer This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) | 
—‘Key Largo” (WB) and “Madon- | 
Torrid $17,000. | 


na Desert” (Rep). 
Last week, “Another Part Forest” 
(U) and “Are You With It” (U), 
disappointing $6,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1.500; 50-85) 
—‘Letter Unknown Woman” (U) 
and “Police Reporter” (SG) (6 
days). So-so $4.000. Last week, 
“Sainted Sisters” (Par) and 
“Blonde Ice” (Indie), $5,600. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85) — 
“Melody Time” (RKO) and 
“Rocky” (Mono), day-date with Or- 
pheum. Fine $4,500. Last week, 
“Street No Name” (20th) and 
“Meet Me At Dawn” (20th), Par- 
amount, $3,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 


“Melody Time” (RKO) and 
“Rocky” (Mono), also Oriental. 
Solid $9,500 or near. Last week, 


“Deep Waters” (20th) and “Count- 
terfeiters’ (20th) $6,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Dream Girl’ (Par) and “So Well 
Remembered” (RKO). Fairly good 
$7,500. Last week, “Street No 
Name” (20th) and “Meet Me Dawn” 
(20th), $8,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—"‘On Island With You” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Sock $8,000. Last week, 
torrid $13,000. 


‘Largo’ Key Cleve. Pic, 
$27,000; ‘Paradine’ Also 
Makes Case, Loud 256 


Cleveland, Aug. 10. 

It's hard-to tell whether “Key 
Largo,” which is a wow at 
Hipp, or the fast-moving “Para 
dine Case” at State will walk away 
with the currently. ‘It’s 
oa ag as Palace aaeee 
shooting e's aver- 
‘age summer mark. Night baseball 
games at city’s stadium continue to 
‘haek away at film biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alten (RRO? (3,000; 55-70) — 

“Four Faces West” (UA). Solid 
$13,500. Last week, “Deep Waters” 
(20th), $12,560. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700, 55-70) — 
Key Largo” (WB). Explosive 
$27,000, one of season’s best. Last 
week, “On Merry Way” (UA), $16,- 
000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70) — 
“Street No Name” (20th) (m.o.). 
Smart $3,500 on fourth downtown 
lap following breezy $5,000 [ast 
week. 





Lewer Mall (Community) (570: 
(5570) — “Carmen” (Indie) and 


| 
'“Open City” (Indie). Okay $3,700. 
‘Brought in last Saturday (7) with 
“Only Angels Have Wings” (Col) 
‘and “Coast Guard” (Col) (reissues) 
pulled out after two days at only 
$500. Previously, “Happened One 
Night” (Col) and “One Night of 
|Love” (Col) (reissues), moderate 
$3,500. 
'- Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70) — 
“Gallant Legion” (Rep). Neat $4,- 
in 5 days. Last week, “Search” 
!(M-G), oke $8,500 in 9 days. 
Palace (RKO) (3,300; 53-70) — 
“Black Arrow” (Col). Fairly good 
' $17,000. Last week, “Melody Time” 
\(RKO), satisfactory $17,500. 
| State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70) — 
“Paradine Case” (SROY. Burning 
_up turnstiles at $25,000. Last week, 
| "Bester Parade” (M-G). (2d wk). 
Excellent $18,500 for second lap. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70) 


- — “Easter Parade” (M-G) (m.o.). 


Powerful $12,000. Last week, 
“Crusades” (Par) (reissue), $8,500. 


‘Way’ Not So Merry At . 
19G, Denver; ‘River’ 11G 


Denver, Aug. 10. 
“On Merry Way” is landing high 
here at two theatres in a 
‘generally lukewarm session at most 
spots. “River Lady” looks mildish. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin 41.400; 35-74)— 
“Street No Name” (20th) and 
“Shanghai Chest” (Mone) (m.o.). 
|Pair $3,500. Last week, “Key 
Largo” (WB) and “Stage Struck” 
(Mono) (m.o.), $3,250. 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
,—"Best Years’ (RKO) (7th wk). 
‘Good $7,000, and holding. Last 
week, about same. 





“e 
— 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) | 
—So Evil My Love” (Par) (2d wk). | 


Thin $7,000. Last week. good $11,- 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74)—“On 
‘Merry Way” (UA) and “Code Scot- 
land Yard” (Rep), day-date with 
Esquire. Neat $15,500 or near. Last 
week, “Street No Name” (20th) and 


(Continued on page 20) 


$59,000, ‘Feudin’ 





Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 
| Film theatre biz continues on the 
|more cheery side currently al- 
| though mew pictures are not rated 
‘outstanding. Polio seare still is 
clipping juvenile trade. ‘Easter 
| Parade” and “Life With Father,” 
due im later in week, are figured 
| to brighten up things materially. 

“Walls of Jericho,” which is get- 
ting moderate $59,000, is regarded 
'as Okay coin for the suimmmes sea- 
son in five theatres. “Feudin,’ Fus- 
sin’”’ shapes fairly good $35,500 in 
five houses, mostly smatl-seaters. 
“16 Fathoms” will do about the 
same in as many lecations. 

Second round of “Melody Time” 
is doing alright $26500 in two 
| spets. “Foreign Affair” likely will 
| hit $27,000 im third week in two 
| Paramount houses, -being big in 
Hollyweod but way off downtown 
Final five days of “Key Largo” 
|'shapes nice $25,500 in three sites. 
Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“16 Fathoms Deep” (Mono) and 


“Michael O’Halloran” (Mone). Oke 
$4,000 or near. Last week, “Canon 
City” (EL) and “Lady at Midnight” 
(EL) (2d wk), $2,000. 

Beverly Hills Musie Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 63-$1)—"Vicious 
Circle” (UA) and “Olympic Caval- 


cade” (UA). Dark $1,500. Last 
week, “Sea Spoilers” (Indie) and 
“Storms” (Indie) (reissues), slim 


$2,400. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—‘“Walls Jericho” (20th) and 
“Wouldn’t Be im Shoes” (Mono). 
Medium $7,000. Last week, “és- 
cape” (20th) and “Fighting Back” 
(20th), mild $5,400. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 
60-$1)—""Walls Jericho” (20th) and 
“Your Shoes” (Mone). Average 
$14,000. Last week, “Escape” 
(20th) and “Fighting Back” (20th), 
light $10,300. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— "16 
Pathoms” (Mono) and “O’Halloran” 
(Mono). Nice $5,000. Last week, 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Lady 
Midnight” (EL) (2d wk), eke $3,000. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)-— 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “Music 
Man” (Mono) (4th wk-5 days). 


Finals near $10,000. Last week, 
tes $15,200. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1)—“‘Vicious Cirele” 
(UA) and “Olympic Cavaleade” 
(UA), Only $3,000. Last week, “Sea 
Spoilers” (Indie) and “Storm” 
(Indie) (reissues), $6,400. 


“On Island With You” (M-G) (3d 
wk-4 days). Okay $4,500. Last week, 
smart $8,600. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)—“16 
Fathoms Deep” (Mono) and “Mi- 
chael O'Halloran” (Mono). Mod- 
erate $4,000. Last week, “Canon 
City” (EL) and “Lady at Midnight” 
(EL) (2d wk), oke $2.400). 


Esquire (Rosener) (685; 35-$1.20) 
—*“Dreams Money Can Buy” (In- 
die) and “Girl of Canal” (Indie) 
‘4th wk) Closes at $1,500. Last 
week, neat $2,200. 


—‘‘Seareh” (M-G) (6th wk). Up te 
$4,000. Last week, nice $3,700. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1) — 
“Peudin’, Fassin’” (U) and “Bad 
Sister” (U). Fair $4,500. Last week, 
Epa eer pee Franken- 

mn” (U) ing m 
(UA) (2d wk), solid $3000.” yee: 

Hawaii (G&S - Blumenfeld) 
106; 60-$1)—‘ Vicious Circle’ (UA) 
and “Olympic Cavalcade” (UA). 
Just $21,500. week, “Sea 
Spoilers” (Indie) and “Storm” (In- 
die) (reissues), modest $3,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 60-$1)— 
“Key Largo” (WB? and “Musie 
Man” (Mono) (4th wk-5 days). Near 
$8,000 on fimale. Last week. solid 
$10.100. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—"Vieious Circle” 
(UA) and “Olympic Cavaleade” 

(UA). Thin $1,500. Last week. “Sea 

Spoilers’ (Indie) and “Storm” (In- 
die’ (reissues), $2,300. : 
_ Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“Feud- 
in.’ Fussin’” (U) and “Bad Sister” 
(U). Mild $5,000. Last week, “Meet 
Frankenstein’ (U) and “King Olym- 
pies” (UA) (24 wk). good $3,000. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 
“Raven” (Indie) and “Lover's Re- 
turn” (Indie) (2d wk). Big $5,000 
or near. Last week, $5,300. 

Loew’s State (Loews-WC) 





(2.- 
and “Your Shoes” (Mono). Modest 


and “Fighting Back” (20th), moder- 
ate $17,800. 

Los Angeles (D’'itown-WC) (2.- 
093; @083P-4900 





L.A. Still Forte; ‘Walls’ Not So Tall 


Esyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) __ 


(1,! 


85)— 


404; 60-$1)—“Walls Jericho” (20th) 
$22.000. Last week. “Escape” (20th). 


Island?» (M-G). isswes) (2d wk), $3,000. 


Not Fussy at 35/46, 


‘16 Fathoms' Same, ‘Affair’ 276, 3d 


(3d wk-4 days). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, good $15,600. 


Loyola (FWC) (1,248, 60-$1)— 
“Walls Jericho” (20th) and “Your 
Shoes” (Mono). Medium $8,000. 
Last week, “Eseape” (20th) and 
“Fighting Back” (20th), light 
$6,400. 

Millien Dollar (D’town) (2,093; 


(50-85)—‘‘Faller Brush Man” (Col) 
and “Take My Life” (EL) (2d runs) 
with Toni Harper, Mickey Katz on 
stage. Good $19,000. Last week, 
“Sign Wolf” (Mono) and “Stage 
Struck” (Mono) (2d runs), with 
Red Ingle, Dorothy Donegan on 
stage, nice $14,000. 

Orpheum (Dtown-WC) (2,210; 
66-S1) — “16 Fathoms Deep” 
(Mono) and “Michae! O'Halloran” 
(Mono). Good $17,500. Last week, 
“Canon. City” (EL) and “Lady at 
Midnight” (EL) (2d wk), solid 
$10,300. 

Pantages 
—‘‘Melody 


(Pan) (2,812; 06-$1) 
Time” (RKO) = and 
“Mystery in Mexico” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Fair $13,000. Last week, nice 
$17,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (1,398; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Poreign Affair” (Par) and “Big 
Town Seandal”’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Lean $11,500. Last week, light 
$14,300. 


} 


Hellyweod (F&M) 
} (1,451; 60-$1)— “Foreign Affair” 
' (Par) (3d wk). Seek $15,500. Last 
weck, big $15,100. 
| RKO WHilistreet (RKO) (2,890; 
+ 60-80)— Time” (RKO) and 
| “Mystery Mexico” (RKO) (2d wk). 
| Fair $13,500. Last week, nice 


| $19,600. 
| Rite (PWC) (1,376; 6-$!1)— 
|“Feudin,’ Pussin’” (U) and “Bad 
' Sister” (U). Oke $7,000. Last 
week, “Mcet Frankenstein” (U) and 
'“King Olympics” (UA) (2d wk), 
| good $4,300. 
| Studie City (FWC) (880; 60-$1) 
| —*Feudin,” Fussin'’’ (U) and “Bad 
| Sister” (U). Mild $4,500. Last 
| week, “Meet Frankenstein” (U) and 
| “King Olympics” (UA) (2d wk), 
$2,400. 


| United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
$1\—“Feudin,” Fussin'” (U) and 
(Continued om page 20) 





| e Goes For 
—“Sudy’ Fat $15,000 


| 
| Seattle, Aug. 10. 
| Better weather is boosting biz 
generally this week. Actually, 
Seattle so far has had few hot days 
this summer. “Date With Judy” at 
Music Hall and “Melody Time” at 
‘Fifth Avenue are top newcomers, 
| both sock. “Key Largo” is biggest 
-moveover in months at Music Box. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (H-E) (800: 45-80)— 
“Arch of T (UA) and 
“Smart Woman” (Mono) (3d wk). 
‘Good $3,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
very good $4,200. 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
“Melody Time” (RKO) and 
.“Cuarley” (UA). Great $14,000. Last 
_week, “God’s Country” (WB) and 
“Flowing Gold” (WB) (reissues), 
weak $3,200 in 5 days. 
Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 45-80) ~— 
“Dream Girl” (Par). (2d wk). Slow 
$4508 after $8,200 last week. 
Music Box (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “Fabulous 
Joe” (UA) (m.o.). Seek $6,500 for 
third downtown week. Biggest 
meoveover in months. Last week, 
| age No Name” (WB) (m.o.) oke 


200. 

Musée Halb (H-E) (2,200: 45-80)— 
“Date With Judy” (M-G) and 
“Shaggy” (Par). Smash $15,000. 
Last weck “Emperor Waltz” (Par) 
\and “Woman im White” (WB) (5th 
wk), solid $5,300. 

‘ Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 45-80) — 
|“Man-Eater of Kumaon” (U) and 
“Jinx Money” (Mono). Mild $7,000. 


Last week > (WB) and “Fab- 
ulous Joe” A), (2d wk), nice 
$8,200. 


_ Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80) 
_—‘“Lulu Belle” (Col) and “Heart of 
Virginia” (Rep). Good $6,500. Last 
week, * Mermaids” (RKO) 
and “King of Bandits” (Mono), (2d 
wk), nice $3,000 in 4 days. 

a Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
“Abbott - Costello Meet Franken- 
stein” (U) and “Stage Struck” 
(Mono) (2d wk). Okay $6,500 in 
6 days. Last week, big $12,300. 

_ Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
bon The Search” (M-G). Modest 
$3,500. Last week, “Gung Ho” (FC) 
and “Eagle Squadron” (FC) (re- 
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The talk of New York’s Film Row is the Preview of “JULIA MISBEHAVES” held 
last week at Loew’s 72nd Street Theatre. Everything you’ve heard about Greer 
Garson’s new picture is true. (What a cast! Greer Garson, Walter Pidgeon, Peter 
Lawford, Elizabeth Taylor, Cesar Romero.) The audience was in hysterics from beginning 
to end. Nothing like it has been seen on the screen. A survey of the patrons by Motion 
Picture Research Bureau following the Preview yielded a new high in audience reaction. 


“JULIA MISBEHAVES” joins M-G-M’s non-stop hit parade: “HOMECOMING”, 


Frank Capra’s “STATE OF THE UNION”, Irving Berlin’s “EASTER PARADE” 
(Technicolor), “A DATE WITH JUDY” (Technicolor) “ON AN ISLAND WITH 


YOU” (Technicolor), and soon ““THREE MUSKETEERS” (Technicolor), “HILLS OF 
~HOME?” (Technicolor). PLENTY MORE VITAMIN M-G-M COMING! 


Extra at Press Time! ‘‘A Date With Judy” first 5 days at Music Hall sets new M-G-M all-time high! 


It’s so good for what ails you! 
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Bombay Cracks Down on US. Films: 
Mex Pix Relieved of Special Tax 


Washington, Aug. 10. ¢ 


Producers and distributors of 
Mexican films have been exempted 
from paying the special mercantile 
income tax in the federal district. 
Commerce Dept. film chief Nathan 
Golden reports. New film enter- 
prises won’t be exempt, however. 
It isn’t known yet, Golden says, 
how U. S. film interests will be af- 
fected. 

Golden also reports that the 
Bombay government is moving in 
the direction of setting up a cen- 
tral censorship board for all India, 
to replace the present three boards 
in Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. 
The appointment of a central board 


has been urged by the industry be-| 


cause each of the three boards use 
different standards. 

The Bombay government banned 
13 foreign films during the year 
ended March 31, 48, most of which 
were of U. S. origin. In addition. 
deletions were ordered from 86 
foreign films, mostly drinking 
scenes in Hollywood pix. Perhaps 
for the first time, says Golden, a 
kissing scene was asked to be cut 
from a U. S. feature. 

U. S. offerings didn’t fare much 
better in Turkey, either, with at 
least three features turned down 
during the first six-months of 1948. 
“One was considered to constitute 
leftist propaganda,” 


grounds that it carried religious 
propaganda, and the other was re- 
jected as a result of representa- 
tions made by a friendly govern- 


ment which claimed that the film | 


in question offended its national 
sentiments.” 


Coin Freeze Puts 





Skids On U.S. Acts 


Sydney, July 28. 

Before leaving for London, ahead 
of sked, David Martin, head of 
Tivoli vaude-revue chain, said that 
he was now compelled to buy Brit- 
ish talent because the Aussie gov- 
ernment had further tightened up 
on dollars. Martin said he figured 
it wouldn’t be long before the gov- 
ernment completely nixed take- 
away of any dollars from this zone 
by imported talent. Currently, it’s 
possible to take out around $4,000 
after tour completion. 

Tivoli topper said that his Lon- 
don agents, Lew and Leslie Grade, | 
had a big array of British talent 
keen to play Down Under. Gil) 
Lamb, via a prior booking, planes | 
in here next month to open a run) 
at the Tivoli, Melbourne, with 
Sydney, Adelaide and Brisbane to 
follow. : 

Ben Blue, currently sock hit over 
the Tivoli loop, has rénewed con- 
tract with David Martin for addi- 
tional playing time in Sydney and 
Melbourne. Comic only came for 
a four week’s span. Looks like 12 
now. 


STRIKE AT ELSTREE 
ENDED IN 24 HOURS 


London, Aug. 10. 
Unofficial strike of 80 electri- 
cians at Metro Studios, Elstree. 
which began Aug. 5 was settied 
the following morning without 
causing any delay in production. 
Strike was sequel to dismissal of 
two electricians earlier in week 
and followed an hour's ultimatum 
to the management to reinstate 
them. < 
Metro Studio execs met officials 
of the Electrical Trades Union on 
Friday (6) morning, and men 
voted for an immediate resump- 
tion of work. 
“Edward My Son,” the M-G pic- 
ture, which is way ahead of sched- 
ule, was already off the floor, and 
the Hitehcock unit, shooting “Un- 
der Capricorn,” switched over im- 
mediately the strike began to 
sound recording, and consequent- 
ly lost no production time. 





Golden re-| 
ports; “One was rejected on the | 





Ritchey Off on 2-Month 
0.0. of European Market 


Norton V. Ritchey, prexy of 
Monogram International, sailed 
last week on the America for a 
two-month tour of Europe. First 
stop in his itinerary is London, 
where he will huddle with Pathe 
'Pictures. Mono’s . British distribu- 
tor, regarding release of fresh 
Mono-Allied Artist product. 

Following his London stopoff, 
Ritchey plans to fly to Rome and 
‘later will visit Switzerland and 


Paris as well as most of the con-! 


tinent, with exception of territory 
served by the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. MPEA handles Mono 
product in some overseas markets. 


Army SS. Signs 
Pix, Radio Stars 
For Europe Trek 





Vienna, July 30. 

Special Services branch of the 
U.S. Army has signed up the big- 
gest lineup of screen, stage and 
radio stars to entertain troops in 
Europe since the end of the war. 

Already touring U. S. zones of 
Germany and Austria or due to ar- 
rive shortly are Jack Benny and 
his troupe, including Mary Living- 
stone, Phil Harris; Alice Faye, 
| Marilyn Maxwell and Frankie Rem- 
| ley; Edgar Bergen, whose itinerary 
includes Berlin; Edward G. Rob- 
inson, Martha Raye and Wallace 
|Beery. Beery was a big hit in the 
zones last year and is making 25 
appearances this time. 

Incidentally, Katharine Hepburn 
lost some adrhirers among GIs in 
Vienna by announcing an appear- 
ance with local personnet in “The 
Philadelphia Story,” and then call- 
ing it all off after a lot of fanfare 
and publicity. - 

Rex Stewart and his five-man 
combo are also booked for a three- 
month return tour. They’re also 
playing Berlin. In Paris recently, 
Stewart completely reorganized his 
band. 








| 
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British Newsreelers May 
Split After Pathe Move 


London, Aug. 10. 

Split in the ranks of the News- 
reel Assn. is seen here as imminent 
following decisions of Pathe News 
to terminate as soon as possible the 
supplemental contract governing 
pools, a policy adopted on the out- 
break of war to save raw stock and 
continued ever since. 

Newsreel execs went to White- 
hall this week to discuss the raw 
stock situation with Board of Trade 
film chief R. C. Somervell, but 
came away convinced that there 
was no hope of an improvement 
for some time to come. 

Meeting subsequently, the asso- 
ciation heard that the Pathe reps 
intended to terminate the contract, 
but in an effort to solve the diffi- 
culty that has arisen, it was agreed 
| by all newsreel companies that the 
|pact should be continued for the 
| time being. 


~ Korda Sells 4 Pix to BBC 


London, Aug. 3. 

Because the films had exhausted 
their audience potential in the 
London area, Sir Alexander Korda 
‘made a deal with the British 
‘Broadcasting Corp. for four Con- 
tinental pictures to be shown on 
television programs. With only one 
‘television transmitter working—at 
‘Alexandra Palace—video reception 
‘is restricted to the greater London 
area. The films are “Les Enfants 
‘du Paradis,” “Panique,” “Open 
i City” and “Les Portes de la Nuit. 








REMITTANCES DUE 
5. IN FUTURE 


Buenos Airés, Aug. 6. 

Within the last eight days, U. S. 
distributors in Argentina have 
}come to an agreement with the 
government here, giving them as- 
surance against any quota system 
for imports of foreign pix, such as 
has been predicted for some time. 
The agreement will allow the dis- 
tributors to import films freely to 
cover their requirements for the 
next nine months, on the basis of 
being allowed to remit blocked 
funds “as dollars are made avail 
able by the Argentine Central 


Bank.” 

The snag in this pact is that, for 
the time being at any rate, no one 
can tell when dollars will be avail- 
able. Much depends on whether 
Marshall Plan dollars eventually 
are to be spent on the purchase of 
Argentine foodstuffs for Europe’s 
distressed areas, at the prices 
which Argentina’s economic czar, 
Miguel Miranda, has been trying 
to obtain. 

U. S. Ambassador James Bruce 
and Miranda have been battling 
over this for some time now. U. S. 
importers in Argentina are in a 
quandary as to their future or un- 
til some basis can be worked out 
between the two countries to ease 
the dollar shortage here. There is 
some hope that Ambassador 
Bruce’s present trip to Washington 
“for consultation” may lead to 
something. 

As a result of the agreement, 
distributors have been removing 
prints from the customs in the past 
week. In some cases, these have 
been lying there for six months or 
more, awaiting the necessity gov- 
ernment permits. 

National producers have been 
fighting all along the line to try 
and intensify the Peron govern- 
ment’s protectionist policy and to 
establish even greater privileges 
for the local pix. However, until 
the Argentine studios are able to 
increase production considerably, 
there are insufficient pix to cover 
the national screens and justify im- 
position of a quota system. 

As one means of overcoming the 
blocked funds stymie, some local 
distributors have been importing 
film negative for local studios. In 
this way they use some of their 
blocked dollars, otherwise they can- 
not get a nickel out of the country. 
U. S. distributors have found par- 
leys with the economic bosses here 
pretty tough sledding. 


PARIS BANS SPORTS PIC 
FILMED BY NEWSPAPERS 


Paris, Aug. 3. 

A two-reel tinter shot by the 
Paris daily, Paris-Presse, showing 
the round-France, month-long bi- 
cycle race which just ended, has 
been suppressed at the request of 
the Newsreel Syndicate here. 

Syndicate protested on the 
grounds that an edict of the Petain 
regime, which hasn’t been abol- 
ished, prevents the printed press 
from infringing of the province of 
the Filmed Press, as the newsreels 
style themselves. 


Stolz Clefs Army Short 


Vienna, July 30. 


Robert Stolz is writing the music 
for the third documentary to be 
done by U. S. Army’s Information 
Services Branch. It is called “A 
Door Is Open,” dealing with the 
work of American’ Information 
Centers in Austria. Versions are 
both in English and German. 

“Facts,” the first ISB short, was 
about the occupation. The second, 
“Helping Hands,” dealt with U. S. 
aid to Austria. ‘Facts’ is currently 
showing in 450 Austrian cinemas in 
all four occupation zones to an esti- 

mated 600,000 people. 




















OTA, HOL 





DS COl 








U.S. Pix Grossing High in Iron Curtain 
Countries Despite Current Heatwave 











Russ Crow Over Color 

Cartoon, ‘Frisky Colt’ 

Stockholm, Aug. 2. 
Russian film industry has turned 
out a full-length feature color car- 
toon, according to reports received 
here. Picture was made at Soyuz- 
multfilm, a newly-constructed spe- 
cial studio for cartoon production 
in Moscow. More than 200 artists 
are said to be on the plant’s staff 

under supervision of L. Miltjin. 


Composed of more than 150,000 
sketches, the cartoon is based upon 
an old Russian folk story, “The 
Frisky Colt and the Foolish Ivan.” 
Soviet trade press claims the film 
is “better than the American in 
the same class.” 


UA, in Dutch With 
Dutch Film Trust, 
Sets Own Distrib 


Refusal of the Bioscoop Bond to 

mit United Artists to member- 
ship has resulted in the company’s 
making a deal with Frederick L. 
Strengholt to distribute UA 
product in the Netherlands on a 
franchise basis starting, Sept. 1. 
UA had hoped to be given a Bond 
license and establish Dutch subsid 
which it would lease to Strengholt 
to operate. 

. Bond is a monopoly of all Neth- 
erlands film outlets. It is so set 
up with the government that only 
members may participate in the 
picture industry. Universal, Co- 
Tumbia, and Monogram-Allied Art- 
ists, as well as» UA, were refused 
membership, but are not concern- 
ed, since they are planning to sell 
their product outright for distribu- 
tion in Holland when the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. ceases ac- 
tivity there Sept. 1. The cogp- 
erative American overseas distrib 
outfit after that date will serve 
only as an agency for physical 
handling of film. 

UA’s original plan was to obtain 
a Bond membership and lease its 
Dutch subsid to Strengholt for five 
years. - At the end of that time, if 
conditions made it appear that the 
unit could be operated profitably 
by UA itself, it would take it over. 
Otherwise, it would exercise an 
option with Strengholt to renew 
the lease. 

As it stands now, this is impos- 
sible, Strengholt is being granted 
a franchise for distribution of UA’s 
product by his N. V. Filmverhuur- 
kanoor Nederland. , 

Metro, 20th-Fox, Warner Bros., 
RKO and Paramount have been 
granted Bond licenses and will 
start their own distribution Sept. ft. 
In issuing the permits, the Bond 
said it was because these com- 
panies had operated independent- 
ly before the war. The other com- 
pahies did not and it is not desired 
that they start now, they were 
informed. 


10% Brit Studio Pact 
For Foreign Personnel 


London, Aug. 10. 

Agreement between producers, 
labor and the government under 
which 10% foreign producing and 
directing personnel may be em- 
ployed in British studios, is likely 
to be renewed for the third suc- 
cessive year. a 

Further talks between the three 
parties involved are to take place 
in the near future, and it is not 
anticipated there will be any ob- 
jection to the principle, although 
there may be some difficulty in 
estimating the number of pictures 
to be made next year. 

It is on the basis of these esti- 
mates that the number of labor 











permits to be granted are calcu- 
lated. 





* Despite a European heatwave 
in recent weeks, American films 
have continued to pile up strong 
grosses in a quartet of Iron Cur- 
tain countries according to the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. At 
leaste two U.S. pictures have 
proved to be top b.o. product in 
Bulgaria, Poland and Czechoslo- 
vakia while six Yank films are all 
registering holdovers in Ausirian 
cities. 

In the Bulgarian capital of 
Sofia, where Universal’s “His But- 
ler’s Sister” is in its 18th week 
at the Kulture theatre, the film 
broke a house record by topping 
the 17-week run of Metro’s “Musie 
for Miliions” at the same house. 
Also doing well at the wicket is 


“Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” (M-G) 
at the Kino Modern. 
Warner’s “Casablanca” and 


“Random Harvest” (M-G) are car- 
rying off the honors in Poland 
where the former pic recently 
completed a 52-day stand in Lodz 
and is passing its fifth week in 
Warsaw and Krakow. “Harvest” is 
clicking in Warsaw, Katowice and 
Krakow. Similar encouraging busi- 
ness is being racked up in Czecho- 
slovakia by 20th-Fox’s “My Friend 
Flicka” at a  firstrun Prague 
house. Another Czech longrunner 
is Universal’s “Ali Baba” which 
went into its seventh stanza at a 
Pilsen theatre. 


Paramount’s “Reap the Wild 
Wind” and Columbia’s “Gilda” top 
the field in Vienna. Appeal of 
U.S. imports isn’t confined to 
Austrian urban centers alone. 
Hinterland cities of Linz, Graz and 
Innsbruck have proved a cleanup 
for “Ali Baba” (M-G), “Waterloo 
Bridge” (M-G), “Destry Rides 
Again” (U) and “Phantom of the 
Opera” (U). 


Mull U. S, Filns 
For Europe Prod, 


Paris, Aug. 3. 

Despite many other difficulties, 
the low production costs here 
appear to be inducing several 
American producers to start work 
in France. Irving Allen is prepping 
a picture with Charles Laughton 
and Franchot Tone (latter shares 
in financing) to be made here in 
English plus a French version. 
Budget* will be about $650,000, 
which should make a production 
equivalent to one budgeted at over 
$2,000,000 in the U. S. It will be a 
detective story based on a Simenon 
bestseller, “Man Without a Head.” 

Other producers also are tempted 
to try European facilities. Paul 
Graetz is working on a Van Gogh 
biopix in Belgium. Boris Morros 
is ogling Scandinavia for future 
production work. 
_ French technicians are opposed 
to foreign yar pa working here. 
Headed by M. Chezeau, head of the 
Tech syndicate, they are seeking 
some proviso inserted in any future 
film pact. 

French production is picking up, 
too. Where only five pictures were 





were 12 in May and another 12 
went into production in June. For 
the first half of year, the French 
actually turned out 46 films as 
against 41 in the first six months 
of 1947. 

Latest Bulletin of the Centre 
National de la Cinematographie 
(government film agency) reveals 
there have been 240 Visas de Cen- 
sure (exhibition permits) delivered 
for French or French-dubbed pix 
during the first half of the year as 
compared with 194 for correspond- 
ne aa of 1947 and only 86 in 

From January to June this year, 
releases have actually numbered 
52 French plus dubbed-in-French 
films, 70 U. S., seven British, nine 
Italian, three Mexican, five Russian 
and one each for Danish, Norwe- 
gian, Portugese and Swiss pro- 
ducers, 
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started in April this year, there . 
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Under Jackson Pk. Ruling 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 


14 PICTURES 
Film Salesmen's Union and Major 
Distribs May Work Amicable Deal ea gai ol Se Geaie te the ock- 


‘son Park action, were settled out 
‘of court last week with northside 
Pacific Drive-In Plans 
Suits Vs. Auto Theatres 


| nabes getting undisclosed sum and 
| upped playing time for dropping 
/ their $900,000 triple damage ac- 
tion. Paramount, Metro, RKO, 
20th, Universal, and Balaban & 
Hollywood; Aug. 10. Katz okayed the agreement, with 
C. A. Caballero, head of Pacific) warner Bros. and United Artists 
Drive-In Theatres, Inc., reported | expected to sign in the next few 
his firm is planning suits involv- days. 
ing the basic Hollingshead Drive-| 
In patents against a number of 
auto theatres here. This company, 
which operates under an original 
patent, is mulling infringement 


Still named as defendants are 
suits against drive-ins in Clear- 


Columbia and Essaness Circuit 
who are expected to sign pact with- 
water. Foothill, West Los Angeles, 
Reseda as well as several circuits 


in the month. 
operating drive-ins. 





Winding up the first phase of¢ 
negotiations for a union contract 
to cover the nation’s 1,000 film 
salesmen, the Colosseum of Film— 
Salesmen and industry execs sus- 
pended talks Friday (6) in 
“friendly” atmesphere. Both sides 
agreed to the suspension in order 
te study all counter-proposals be- 
fore resuming negotiations next 
week. 

Discussions are expected te be 
drawn out over a period of weeks 
before a settlement is reached. 
Both the salesmen’s guild and 
maior company reps are facing the 
hurdle of writing a new union c6n- 
tract from the ground up with dif- 
ferences cropping up over every 
clause, both- major and minor. But 
according to an industry rep, both 
sides are cooperating in a “give 
and take” spirit which should 
speed up matters considerably. 


It’s understood that Colosseum 
has presented the industry with a 
sweeping series of demands invoiv- 
ing substantial wage boosts, strict 
seniority clauses and increased 
expense allowances. Industry lead- 
ers, however, are confident of 
reaching a satisfactory compromise 
since it’s only natural, as one exec 
put it, for a new union “to reach 
for the sky” in its first contract 





a [A's Pre-Convensh 
Meetings Start 


were constructed under the Josse- 
rand improvement patent, which | 
he asserts is an infringement on | 
Cleveland, Aug. 10. 
As the exec board of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 


the basic Hollingshead patent. In 
a move separate from the planned 

Employees began meeting in closed 
sessions today ‘Tues.), on pre- 


infringement actions, he has asked 

the Department of Justice to de- 
convention business, the vanguard 
of 1,100 delegates to the IATSE’s 


termine the actual oWnership of 
national convention are pulling 


the Gilmore drive-in, the Vealey 
into town for the opening gavel at 


at Pomona and a site owned by 
the same group in San Fernando 
Valley. 
Municipal Auditorium Monday (16). 
Facing the most peaceful con- 
clave since the Browne-Bioff ma- 





2 More Chi Nabes Settle | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Dave Barnholtz, absentee Pittsburgh exhibitor who now makes his 
home in Los Angeles and formerly worked for years as a Universal 


‘salesman in Pitt, has a chunk of the new Fay Kanin play, “Goodbye 


which will star Madeleine Carroll on Broadway. It’s going 
to be produced by playwright’s husband, Michael Kanin, in association 
with Aldrich & Myers. Barnholtz, who moved to Coast during the war, 
got interested in “Goodbye My Fancy” through strange set of circum- 
stances. He lives in same apartment as Kanin’s parents and had be- 
come quite friendly with the older people. He met Mike and Fay there, 
heard about the show and wondered if they needed some dough. They 
did and Barnholtz invested. He owns some Pittsburgh theatre proper- 
ties in partnership with Mervis Bros. 


My Fancy,” 





During the man shortage caused by the war, women received their 
chance to become theatre managers and they have made good, accord- 
ing to E. V. Richards, chief of the Paramount-Richards chain in Loui- 
siana, Mississippi, Western Florida and Alabama. Richards, writing in 
the American mag, said that a majority of his 60 theatres are still 
headed by women who have given his houses “a more homey, informal 
atmosphere.” The circuit now employs 888 persons whose work brings 
them into contact with patrons, and only 35 of these are men. 





Invention of a revolutionary type of film reel that eliminates re- 
winding is claimed by a Brooklyn designer, John P. Coulon. In a 
statement last week he said: “I have not tried to market this reel nor 
have I offered it for sale to anyone... but would like the trade's opin- 
ion of such a reel.” In his description of the gadget he says not only 
does it do away with rewinding, but makes it possible to operate a 
projector with only one reel, affords continuous automatic projection 
and is a genuine reel—not an attachment. 





Death last week in New York of film pioneer Pat Powers temporarily 
has shelved plans of Frank Sinatra and Romo Vincent to remake a 


number of Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle comedies for television. Powers, 
who controlled rights to the Arbuckle pix, was to have been partnered 
in the video project. Meanwhile, the deal is cold pending settlement 


of the estate. 
buckle roles. 


Original setup called for Vincent to step into the Ar- 





Chi 10%, Tilt Goes 
Into Union Fund 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Chicago Motion Picture Oper- 
ators Union, local 110, which Has 
the highest wage scale in the 
country already, won anether hike 
last .week. Scale, which ranged 
from $2.40 to $3.93 per hour, is 
being upped 10%. However, pay 


negotiation. Colosseum was for- 
mally certified to act as bargaining 
agency by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board only last week. 


Leaders of the Colosseum com- 
mittee headed back to their nation- 
al headquarters. Friday (6) in Chi- 
cago to report on progress to date. | 
Committee includes Melvin Keller, 
Warner Bros. branch salesman in 
Portland, Ore., as chairman; N. M. 
Prevenecher, United Artists sales- 
man in Milwaukee; Frank Flaherty, 


Columbia, Chicago; and David) yii) pot : ; 
: ‘ go into operator’s pocket 
ecm yy or . Baw ne but into « fund which will provide 


disability benefits, retirement pen- 
sions of not less than $100 per 
month for life, vacation fund for 
members of two weeks, and in- 
creased sick and death benefits. 
Pact covers 363 theatres and over 
|700 members. Eugene Atkinson. 
_business agent for the union, said 
that provisions complied fully with 


heads the industry group which in- 
eludes Harry Buckley, UA; Charles 
O’Brien, Metro; Joseph MacMahon, 
Republic; and Burton A. Zorn, 
counsel. 


NLRB Certifies Film 


Salesmen’s Union Rep the Taft-Hartiey act. 

Washington, Aug. 10. | Members had previously been 
The NLRB has officially certified | assessed for death and sick bene- 
the Colosseum of Metion Picture | fits, with Atkinson estimating that 
Salesmen as the bargaining agent | reduction of levies would cut 
for salesmen of all major film dis- members cards’ cost from $80 to 
tributors, except National Screen 100 a year. Fund will be jointly 
Service. The Board said it had dis- managed by three union officials 
missed the union’s petition for and three theatre management fig- 
certification at National Screen be- ures, and will run for five years. 
cause salesmen there voted against | 

the union 32 to 19. 


Following official results were. 

given: Paramount, 66 for, 15° Cong. Hoffman 
against; ieee heal tae United Centinued from page 2 
Artists, 61 to 10; mn, 45 to) io ” 
13 Republic, 61 te nome; Universal, |"OO* reviewer 
79 to 7; 20th-Fox, 76 to 8; Loew’s, 
43 to 30; Warner, 80 to 8; RKO, 
81 to 18; and Monogram, 1] for, 


ene against. 
mind, they think the people like 


| ‘that kind of sordid nastiness.” 


brought about by the state of the Perhaps he is right,” the Michi- 
domestic b.o. and restrictions 84" Republican continued, “I do 
_ were so great that only know. Perhaps some day those 

who direct the motion picture in- 


dustry will discover that the Amer- 
ree greg tna prion po Daa meee. ‘ican people like pictures which are 
oan tr ge the fingers of ‘clean and wholesome, that they de 
er. i—Gol , Selznick, Sol not care for barroom scenes, that 
Scenes Seal — Hf, etc.—-who they do not care for any of those 
have proved themselves to banks things which a dissolute, decaying 


ese nation sometimes sanctions. It 
ee sources over the ould be 2 relief if we had at least 


., one picture house in each town or 

The second group, Small said. city where only clean pictures, 
consisted of men of independent modest actions were portrayed, 
wealth amassed outside the film ‘where there were no words, sen- 
industry such as several Texas oil tences or phrases of double mean- 
millionaires who have recently ing, where the reward went to the 





current novels are spiced up with 
“sex, passion and crime” to get big- 
ger Hollywood prices. This review- 
er, said Hoffman, declared that the 
. “difficulty with the motion picture 


industry is that altogether too 
Eddie Smail 


many of those who select the plays 
Continued from page 3 











selves, and ha¥ing that kind of a 


evinced interest in Hollywood pro- decent, the honest—the attendance | art house 


duction. These are people who can jn time would educate the produc- 
afford to “take a flyer” with their ‘ers as to what the American pic- 
own backing, the producer ex- ture audience really wanted.” 
plained. At another point, Hoffman said 

Thus climinated, he said, are the filmgoer wants to be enter- 
the promoters who, during the tained, and not see “so many prob- 
lush war years, found the banks !em plays, so many plays with too 
a soft touch for loans and had lit- much dialog, which leaves a bad 
tle trouble lining up second taste.” 


money. 
Smali was in New York for | Start 1,000-Seater Near L. A. 
Los Angeles. 


huddies with Harry Kosiner, his 

salesmanager and eastern rep, and 4, 

with execs of the four companies 

through which he distributes — 

- 20th-Fox, Eagle Lion, Columbia 
and United Artists. © 





Corp., started construction of a 
new 1,000-seat de luxe film house 
in Corona Del Mar, a beach town 
/mear here. ; 





|of labor leaders in America.” 
as telling him that 


and plots have dirty minds them- | 


Ralph Perkins and A. U. Soder- | 
irg, operators of Perkins Theatre | 


i Fink. 


chine was kicked out of IATSE, the | 
exec board has been discussing 

routine pre-convention business, 

sundry appeals from IA locals and 

the convention agenda. It’s re- 

ported that two of the most prom- 

inent-points on that agenda will be 

television’s impact upon theatrical 

union organization and the Anglo- 

American dispute over film playing 

|time in Britain. IA prexy Richard 

»F. Walsh will cover both questions 

in the opening “President’s Report” 

to the delegates. No opposition to 

the incumbent slate of officers is 

expected to rear its head at the 

convention. 

_ Other major points to be placed 

| before the convention include fu- 

ture organization of 16m workers, 

| jurisdictional agreement with ra- | 
dio unions or video problems, pos- | 


United Artists is ready to crack down on fly-by-night indie producers 
who have been announcing that they are making pictures for UA re- 
lease. George Bagnall, UA veepee. was informed by a Los Angeles 
bank that an indie producer had tried to promote a loan on the claim 
that he was making a film for UA distribution, backing it up with news- 
paper clippings. From now on, the company will keep an eye on all 
such phoney news releases and take steps against the offenders. 

















N.Y. Collarites 


Centinued from page 5 


Par’s TV 


a= Continued from page 9 = 











the major companies, following television for bigger deluxe thea- 
UA’s lead, will refuse to sit down jres almost as fast as any direct 
with SOPEG. No company replies pickup of a televised event. Full im- 
have been received thus far to port of the development is expected 
SOPEG's request for pact renego- tg be revealed in the next few 
we Aang Heaale — but satel spd Sidney months at the N.Y. Paramount, 
y of trading a pay raise re- foung minimize us act’s im- gagship of Par theatres. When 
gee laser. ag Lerten | Comasing. “There's the time is ripe (all legal aspects 
position to the Taft-Hartley Act. plenty of time between now and and exciusivity have been ironed 
Guest speakers at the convention Sept. 27.” out), this key house will be able 
Sadie Alan. “of Soaeticy: arene SAPEG-ADG, Piieh iets pn ce -sengemne 
Thomas J. Herbert, Ohio governor:| In any event, SOPBRG is deter- °f big events when “booked” into 
and William Green, AFL prez.| mined to hang on to its control the theatre. The new speed sys- 
over homeoffice employees. To-|'€™ is expected to be gradually 


yy a the convention's opening, 

istrict conventions of [ATSE " Para 
locals will be held at the Hollenden &¢ther with the Screen Publicists | extended to other key moans 
hotel, here. Walsh, meanwhile, Guild, SOPEG has organized a houses s¢ co-axial cable | a 
has extended an invitation to Con. “Screen strategy and bargaining ¢*Pand ever the . 
national convention to combat the |4and urge the industry to come to fast film-TV means was revealed 
| “distorted picture as to the power ‘erms. Denied protection of the last week at preem of “Beyond 





International problems facing 
labor will be brought into focus 
through the presence of Tom 
| O’Brien, general secretary of the 
|National Assn. of Theatrical and 
‘Kine Employes and member of 
| British Parliament. 
| the 
Ame 

















National Labor Relations Board Glory,” Alan Ladd starrer about 
due to its failure to comply with West Point, when some 300 up- 
the Taft-Hartley law, SOPEG has perelassmen from U.S. Military 
indicated its intention “to use all Academy attended that Par, N. Y., 
the economic strength at its dis- unveiling. Not only was the ar- 
posal” to maintain its position. rival of the cadets at the theatre 

SOPEG claimed a major victory Picked up but later a TV camera 

He’ll report on last week with signing of a new Was focused from a theatre box 
interchange of British and ,2'2 year contract with Eagle Lion 0m the actua) theatre audiences. 
rican technical workers.. Role , granting a 712% wage.increase to This was flashed on the screen 

of US. labor in the forthcoming about 100 workers with future right after the earlier material 
political elections will be reported | raises tied to a cost-of-living index. Was run off. Also material taken 
on by Joseph D.- Keenan, head of Wages will go up or down every by TV camera in Central Park 

Labor’s League for Political Educa- | six months depending upon the With the West Pointers participat- 

tion, of which Walsh is a member. index figures. Rebutting SOPEG’s ing in skits, with N.Y. femmes 
claims, Local H-63 said the EL con- Was shown. 

EL T0 RELEASE RANK’S tract was a complete rout for, Few in the audience realized at 
|SOPEG since it abolishes the first that they were being - tele- 

‘FURY’ INSTEAD OF J |maintenance of membership pro- vised until the material was 
Visions and, in effect, establishes actually flashed on the screen. 
“Blanche Fury,” J. Arthur Rank #" open shop. The surprise of seeing oneself on 

Technicolor film originally allo-| Election for a bargaining agency the screen only a few instants be- 

‘cated to Universal for release in for UA employees, hanging fire for fore actually picked up by the TV 

the U. S., has been taken over by two months, was finally put into brought the greatest applause re- 

Eagle Lion in a last minute switch the lap of NLRB regional director action since Paramount theatre, 

in plans. Film, starring Valerie Charlies Dowd last week by hear- N.Y., started using wide-screen 

Hobson and Stewart Granger, did | ing officer Arthur Younger. if television coverage on special 

foeee — U's a program, —_ Ba age an “ee. only events and selected prize fights. 

rding to company officials. EL al H-63’s name will a r on. : i 

has slated it for a special pre-re-| the ballot due to SOPEG's anti.| With Paramount now having a 

\ no widescreen television system per 

| ease run at the Sutton, New York Taft-Hartley law position. Local | fected and actually tried out in 

, -63 will this f i - | ; 
H il’ use this fact as its ace-| theatres, the company is expected 
U's Prestige unit, meanwhile, in-the-hole in its drive to push to take advantage of having the 
which handles most of the Rank SOPEG out of the other companies. | jump vl: field by rushing in- 
ae pong can ge for arty au-| stallations in all key houses 

. ee more. pix : , 

‘this week. They include “End of|  S¢hlaifer’s Father Stricken or ps ga rth poe ag Reg or 

pty A. Sabu and Omaha, Aug. 10. is having 2 tough time supplying its 

‘runs; “Her nl Gilby” starring Charles Schlaifer, 20th-Fox ad- own theatres with the system be- 

‘Michael Wilding and Peggy Cum. |PUDucity chief, rushed to his home | cause of slowness in getting Gators 

lmins, and “Corridor of Mir - here to be at bedside of his stricken tial materials and having outfits 

| = Corr: rors. ceeapal tether. zien eer Oma- Manufactured. , 

2 han, r. laifer. Other! Re ed that the new system 
$350,008 Chi eso gpead + omy |members of the family also were wihett ee made available to other 
North Avenue Outdoor theatre | %™moned. majors, just as soon as equipment 

‘opened Aug. 6. It cost $350,000; He fell last Wednesday (4) and can be turned out, because Par 

and has 1,100-car capacity. Spotis suffered a broken hip, with com- executives are convinced that it 

owned by Irving Gall and Frank | plication developing. His condition has a new revenue - producing 

‘is critical. . gadget of wide scope. 
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THOSE EXPLOITATION SPECIALS — 
“BREAKFAST IN HOLLYWOOD,’ 
“HITLER'S CHILDREN” 


each an exploitation natural with that Golden touch... | 


NOW HAS READIED FOR YOU THE 
Pl CTURE WITH THREE EXPLOIT ATIO N- 












t 
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A wacky picture 
about wacky people! 


TEXAS 
WORLD 
PREMIERE! 


MULTIPLE DAY-AND-DATE 
OPENINGS! 


ae 447 , | 
—s Ast 


Picture cast leads 





trainload of Hollywood stars 
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Small British Exhibs Cool on Rank's 
Plan to Arbitrate Rows Over Rentals 





London, Aug. 19. 

By the time the General Council 
of the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn. meets again in London Sept. 
9, indie exhibs throughout the 
country will have had an oppor- 
tunity of considering Rank’s pro- 
posal for an independent tribunal 
to adjudicate on film rental dis- 
putes, and of submitting their 
opinions to the secretariat. - 

As more and more branches of 
the CEA discuss the idea, it’s be- 
coming evident that the small 
exhib is treating the setup with a 
suspicion bordering on distrust, 


and various alternative suggestions | 


on the composition of the tribunal 
are being put forward. 
Constitution of the tribunal as 
originally suggested by Rank is 
one British distrib and two exhibs. 
Exhibitor making the claim against 
Rank would nominate the distrib, 
Rank would choose one exhibitor, 
and these two would decide the 
third member. Such a composition, 
it’s claimed, would weigh unfairly 
against exhibitors, and unless the 
plan is modified there will prob- 
ably be widespread opposition. 
Biggest branch in the CEA—the 
London and Home Counties—will 
support the tribunal, but want the 
CEA to have the right to select 
the third tribunal member, and 
suggest CEA should appoint 
panel of exhibs who would be held 





available to serve on such 
tribunals. 
In areas, however, where the} 


small independent exhib predomi- | 


nates, there is solid opposition to 
the tribunal, contending that it's 
tackling the problem from _ the 
wrong end. Bring down rentals 
first, say exhibs in the West of Eng- 
land, and the tribunal becomes un- 
necessary, and they make it clear 
they don’t approve of any system 
of trading under which the exhib 
has to plead for alleviation after 
the contracts have _ matured. 
They've made it plain, in fact, that 
having to go cap in hand to Rank 
is as distasteful as his fact-finding 
bureau. 


If a fair sliding scale formula 
for rentals can be worked out, the 
need for argument later will be 
washed out, it’s claimed. 

The indies who are leading this 
anti-tribunal agitation on a local 
basis will be meeting en masse in 
London again‘on the eve of the 
General Council, and will try to 
formulate a unified policy which 
can be pursued at the CEA meet- 
ing. But their efforts to form an 
association within the association 
isn't winning universal support, 
and London exhibs have suggested 
the idea is pointless as indies are 
already in a majority in the asso- 
ciation. 












M-G Bidding 


Continued from page 9 





it nor do we solicit bids, we only 
use it where it is requested.” 

At times Metro has denied re- 
quests for open bidding, Rodgers 
added, and there have been reper- 
cussions in the form of threatened 
litigation. In the face of these 
threats, company has sometimes 
withdrawn from its position of 
refusal. 


While competitive bidding “hss 
straightened out many trouble- 
some situations,’ Rodgers is “very 
glad the court did not order it 
adopted generally.” Administer- 
ing it countrywide would have 
been a terrific problem, according 
to the sales chief, What is more, 
wherever Rodgers can halt com- 
petitive selling by dividing product 
on request of exhibs, he gladly 
does it. 


To acquaint M-G's field force 
with b.o. policy and broaden their 
industry outlook, company is now 
completely launched on an edu- 
cational program. In the fall, 
every branch manager will be 
brought to New York -for one-to- 
two weeks of _— indoctrination. 
Metro's five division managers and 
their assistants have already spent 
one month at the N.Y. headquar- 
ters attending staff meetings, con- 
sulting company legalites, ete. 

New school to train promising 
field staffers for executive work 
tees off Sept. 13, Rodgers said. At 
that time, one branch manager, 
‘one assistant, four salesmen ahd a 
- booker will be called in for the 


-- €empany course. 
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2,700 Quota Exemptions 
Filed by British Exhibs 


London, Aug. 10. 

Some 2,700 quota exemption ap- 
plications have been filed here by 
exhibitors. Of these requests, 
jabout 1,600 have been handled in 
a preliminary examination. More 
than 700 were rejected while the 
remaining applications are due for 
ifurther consideration by the Films 
|Council Quota Committee. 
| “Board of Trade has pointed out 
that the quota is based upon ex- 
pectation of new product, irrespec- 
itive of reissues. Already granted 
|quota tickets are 56 oldies while a 
ilarge number has been turned 
down. 


See No British 
Govt. Loans For 
Individual Pix 


London, Aug. 10. 
Film Finance Corp., British gov- 
ernment’s $20,000,000 agency to 
provide production funds to pic- 











individual films, 
| closed yesterday (Monday). 


complete programs, which 
‘well militate against small indie 
producers, who it was originally 
thought the setup was principally 
designed to aid. 

FFC may prove a help to solo 
film makers indirectly, however, if 
a distrib will take a flock of them 
under his wing and they are will- 


a program. Since the coin is given 
by FFC only to distribs, who must 
in turn issue it to producers, it is 
possible that the distrib could thus 
finance makers of single films. 

Government strengthened _ se- 
curity of its loans, in regulations 
disclused yesterday, by not limiting 
repayment to the earnings of any 
single picture, but from the assets 
of the whole program, which in 
turn would be guaranteed by the 
distrib. Thus some indies might 
have to forego part of their profits 
to make up losses of a fellow-pro- 
ducer. 

Meantime, formation of the cor- 
_ tion’s board is underway. 
wi 
knowledge of the business. Un- 
expected difficulties, however, are 
facing Harold Wilson, Board of 
Trade prexy, in. obtaining per- 
sonnel. : 

Original candidate for chairman- 
ship of the corporation, Lord Por- 
tal, has rejected Wilson's invita- 
tion, pleading preoccupation with 
the Olympic Games Committee. 
Actually, there is reluctance to as- 
sume responsibility for doling out 
public money in such undertaking. 

Lord Portal’s past experience in 
the industry ‘he was one time as- 
sociated with the late C. M. Woolf 
in formation of General Film Dis- 
tributors) would have made him a 
good choice. Now Wilson has to 


Trade discussion On the. scheme 
continues, and a prolonged debate 
took place at the executive meeting 
of the British Film Producers’ 
Assn. Wednesday (4). when the 
plan was welcomed in principle, 
but further comment was deferred 
until publication of the govern- 
ment bill this fall. 

To avoid delay, the producers al- 
ready have set up a committee to 
examine the bill when it comes 
out, but ironically enough, the 
small independents, who hope to 
benefit from the government's de- 
cision, are left out in the cold. On 
the committee are J. Arthur Rank, 
George Archibaid. Major R. P. 
Baker, Robert Clark, Sir Arthur | 
Jarratt and Sir Henry L. French, 
Director-General. Archibald and 


Baker are Rank affiliates, Clark is | 
in Associated British group, and_ 


Jarratt, of course, is associated 
with Korda. French says there’s 
nothing sinister in this. He de- 
clares it’s just one of those things. | 





turemakers, will not advance coin | 
it was dis- | 
Work- | 
ing capital will be loaned only for 
may | 


ing to band together in making up | 


| 


look elsewhere. 


2 N.Y. State Film Posts 
| To Be Set Sept. 18, Oct. 2 


Albany, Aug. 10. 

Two examinations for important 
| positions—director of the motion 
picture division, State Education 
‘Dept., and director of motion pic- 
‘ture unit, State departments, with 
a vacancy existing in the Albany 
‘office of the Dept. of Commerce— 
lhave been arranged.by the Civil 
‘Service Department for Sept. 18 
and Oct. 2, respectively. Both 
posts have a starting salary of $6,- 
700 (including an emergency bonus 
of $700) and run to $7,375 (and 
bonus) at the end of five years. 

The motion picture division di- 
rectorship—actually it’s chief cen- 
sor—has not been filled per- 
manently since April 1, 1945, when 
Irving Esmond retired at the age 
of 70. Dr. Ward G. Bowen, head 
of the bureau of visual aids and 
radio in the Education Dept., is 
‘temporarily doubling in the job. 
'He is not a candidate. None of the 
present members of the Division 
is said to have been accepted by 
‘the Civil Service Dept., on the 
basis of requirements laid down, 
Past association with the film in- 
dustry is barred. 

The Dept. of Commerce post, 
‘chiefly production, promotional 
and administrative, has been held 
provisionally for some months by 
Glen Allvine, formerly public re- 
tations director for the Motion Pic- 
ture Association. 


ASCAP Advice 
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| the most radical policy—one of no 
more coin to ASCAP. Since the 
music group has been branded 
“monopolistic and illegal,” Allied 
| declares, there is no mere need to 
pay the seat tax. 


Allied Not Unanimous 


Number of Allied units have 
gone down the line with the Na- 
| tional on its suggestion but their 
course is far from unanimous. New 
| Jersey Allied, one of the larger 
groups avoided advising its mem- 
bers to halt payments until this 
week. Jersey beard then voted to 
'hold up payments ‘and contracts 
i“yntil further clarifications.” 


| Top TOA officials, on the other 
hand, express fears that the ruling 
'is a “Pyhrric victory.” It is their 
|interpretation that the decision 

does not wipe out the necessity of 
| paving license fees, only the pos- 
| sibility of ASCAP making the col- 


Itilection under a different setup. 
include reps with a good | TOAers fear the formation of many 


groups by composers and publish- 
ers to collect the bite and a re- 
ane beost in administration 
| costs. 


| Most TOA units have told their 
;members to continue meeting the 
| tax. One of these, Kentucky Assn. 
, of Theatre Owners, this week came 
up with a variation on that theme. 
KATO members, bulletin declared, 
should insert a 60-day cancellation 
clause in any 10-year contracts 
, submitted by ASCAP. 


| There have been several in- 
|Stances in Kentucky, bulletin 
,added, where contracts containing 
the cancellation clause have been 
mailed back unaccepted. When 


j 


j 


‘this is done, however, KATO 
claims, exhib is protected from any 
serious copyright infringement 


| 


| charges. Hence, exhibs are told to 


/save the envelopes with the re- 
/turned contracts. 


Majors Alse Paradoxical 


Major affiliated circuits, sur- 
| prisingly, lean towards the National 


“Allied interpretation. These affili-. 


_ates stopped payment last week of 
| seat fees to ASCAP pending fur- 
ther study by company legalites 


curious since a number of these 
majors are members of ASCAP 
through music publishing subsids. 

ASCAP is signalling a. determi- 
nation to push an ultimate appeal 


retention of former Secretary of 
War Robert P. Patterson as special 
counsel in the suit. 








Hyde Exits Sperling 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Donald Hyde has resigned as 


of the situation. Drastic action is. 


to the U. S. Supreme Court by its, 





).$. Execs 
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‘fore the British film chieftain. 
| First is the erheme. discussed by 
company toppers for some W 
‘of snendiiing all U.S. product 
‘through the Motion Picture Ex- 
‘port Assn., or its equivalent, for 
| distribution in England. This would 
give centralized control of selling, 
which would open the way to the 
second step—selling away from 
Rank. 

This is a very severe economic 
weapon against an exhibitor, such 
as Rank, with his many hundreds 


of theatres to keep supplied with | 


product in Britain. Pix would be 
sold to competing exhibs, building 


up their houses while starving 
Rank’s. 

Proposal will probabiy not be 
made that baldly to him, but 


he'll undoubtedly be made to un- 
derstand that the Arfierican indus- 
try will not stand idly by and see 
him lead the way to shutting it 
out of the British market. 


France Next 


In France, the group will meet 
with American embassy officials 
who have been negotiating with the 
foreign office on revisions of the 
film clauses in the Blum-Byrnes 
agreement and on unfreezing of 
part of the $18,000,000 in U.S. pic- 
ture coin new tied up. Gerald 
Mayer, MPAA’s international divi- 
sion chief, now in Paris, was in- 
strumental in aiding the U.S. Em- 


bassy officers to work out a com-| 
promise with the French, which | 


was turned down by the U.S. in- 
dustry last week. 
| Johnston, who had been vaca- 


‘tioning at his home in Spokane, 
‘flew into Washington yesterday 
|(Tuesday) and is due in New York 


today, preparatory to tomorrow’s | 
session. He and the 14 company 
toppers will take off from. 


| LaGuardia Field next Tuesday by 
‘Trans-World Ajrlines plane _ for 
London. 











Parisians Flock 
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lionaire, gives parties which are 
sensations even on the Riviera. 
| Felix is Opening a new restaurant 


‘in the Palais des Festivals at 
| Cannes. 
Darry! Zanuck and his family 





are at Cap d’Antibes, where the 
Gilbert Comtes were vacationing. 
‘Vincent Korda bathes at Eden 
Roc. Lana Turner and Bob Top- 
ping as well as Freddy MacAvoy 
also are there. 


| Rita Hayworth caused a stir by 
dining alone with Orson Welles. 
‘Michael Emer runs the Palm 
Beach band. Theodore de Medem, 
who operated the Pavillon Bleu 
restaurant, died suddenly. Coco, 
Popeye and Dimitry have opened 
a new cubaret, “Boite a Ordures” 
(Garbage Can). The crewds are 


such tha: many escape to Iles de 
Lerins, which is more exclusive. 
The show at the Palm Beach 


Casino in Cannes presents Chaz 
Chase funny as ever. Cabot and 


Dresden, U. S. dance team, and a | 


young Spanish dancer, Pedro Cor- 
doba, fill the bill. Neat support- 


ing music is provided by Michel | 


Emer orchestra with Emer at the 
_piano and Ann Nicolas singing the 
latest American hits.’ On the other 
\side, Dario Moreno orchestra 
‘breaks in with Latin American 

rhythm. Champagne is 2,000 
francs ($6). 

Of other nightclubs in Cannes, 
| La Jungle is one of the most popu- 
lar. Clarence Orchestra is led by 
Andre Salvador, singer and quitar- 
‘ist. Martine Florence Sings hot 
numbers in English. Other places 
are Maxim's, Speakeasy, Dolphin, 
and two or three other small ones. 

Outside Cannes, the 
opens at Monte Carlo Aug. 6 for 
a short season with Allan and San- 
sky orchestra. 

Gayest place on the coast is 
Maxim's in Juan les Pins. with 
| Thomas and his Merry Boys or- 
chestra (12). Thomas leads the 
dancers with a whip and a whistle 
like a ringmaster in the circus. 
Juan also has the Hollywood night 
‘club of the Casino, with Rosetti 
| Orchestra (12). 


U.S. Filmers Nix 


Proposed French 
Coin Compromise 


Paris, Aug. 10. 
The French foreign ministry was 
informed last week that the A meri- 
can film industry had nixed the. 
compromi:ce worked out here dur- 
ing the past few weeks regarding 
'U. S. funds frozen here and a 
revision of the Blum-Byrnes ac 
cord. Gerald Mayer, Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America international 
division chief, who had booked 
passage for home last week in an- 
ticipation of acceptance of the 
compromise by his principals in 
the U. S., will remain here in- 
definitely to continue negotiations. 
Nix is reported here to have 
been put on the deal by MPAA 
member-company presidents meet- 
ing in New York early last week. 
They were asked by the French to 
keep the terms secret, and a simi- 
lar quietus was put on news here, 
since the compromise was worked 
out within the foreign ministry 
and hadn't gone to its highest 
echelons for final okay. That was 
_to have followed indications of 
| American willingness to accept it. 
It is further feared here that 
French indie producers andeother 
elements might put up a loud howl 
that would bring an end, for obvi- 
ous political reasons, to efforts for 
freeing at least part of about $18,- 
000,000 in American coin tied up 
in France. It is hoped, therefore, 
to present publicly a fait accompli, 
rather ‘han an indication that ne- 
gotiations are in progress. 


While the French indies squawk 
a. any possible easing of restric- 
tions against U. S. companies, it is 
probable that the local producers 
will get something of what they 
_want out of the negotiations. That's 
an extension of the present Blum- 





Byrnes guarantee of four weeks 
out of each quarter allotted to 
French pix in every theatre. This 


will probably be increased to 
something between five and seven 
weeks. 

Freeing of coin, of course, is the 
major point sought by the Ameri- 
cans. There is $9,750,000 of earn- 
ings prior to July 1, 1947, plus al- 
most another $9,000,000 since that 
time. Otherwise the Americans 
want an easing of French needling 
| tactics -gainst U.S. pix, such as 
limitations on raw stock allotments, 
| refusal to allow release of pix over 
| two years old, refusal of permis- 
Sion to play more than 15 situations 
| for original versions subtitled in 
| French, and restrictions on uses of 
, frozen revenues. . 
| _ There have been reports that the 
French are willing to unfreeze 
| $4,000, of the coin tied up un- 
|der the Blum-Byrnes* deal. U-S. 
‘companies are also said to be de- 
| Sirous, aside from any other thaw- 
ing of funds, of being allowed 
| $500,000 each half year to pay 
| actual costs of importing and dub- 
bing films. 
| Since revision of the B-B agree- 
/Ment is involved, all negotiations 
,are on a government level. Com- 
mercial attaches of the U.S. Em- 
bassy here are handling American 
negotiations with the counsel of 
Mayer. 


FBI Unearths 70 ‘Hot’ 
Prints of 66 Features 


Federal Bureau of Investigation's 
drive to clean up a raft of bootleg 
16m films which illegally found 
their way to small-fry distribs from 
the armed services during the war 
came up with a major haul this 


‘ 
| 





NE | week. Some 70 prints of 66 differ- 





ent features, recovered from 4 
‘merchant seaman (identity other- 
wise -undisclosed), have been re- 
-ceivéd by the Army Motion Picture 
Service in New York. 

| “Hot” prints will either be de- 
‘stroyed or returned to film com- 
‘panies which have still retained 
‘title to them. Seaman was arrested 
‘in San Francisco where the prints 
were found in his possession. 


veepee and general manager of 
U.S. Pictures, indie production 
Cezy, Attica, Kans., house is lace ae 7” ae wie 


closed again for the second time eenthe tp — hag another 18 


in a year as a result of a fire last | Re Pe 
th. Spot had been back in op-|__ Before joining Milton Sperting’s | 
eration only since May 1, follow- USP, Hyde was in eharge of the | 


| In Nice, the Casino has the Geo, All of the films had been con- 
Mouquai orchestra; Louis Fresio tributed to the armed services as 
orchestra is at the hotel Royal, and , part of the industry’s wartime cam- 
at the Maxim, French guitarist | paign to keep the troops supplied 
| Marcel Bianchi leads a small band. | with cuffo entertainment. FBI in 

At St. Maxime, Jack Dieval, the conjunction with the industry's 
French pianist, winner of the Copyright Protection Bureau for 


Kans. House Burns Again 
Kansas City, Aug. 10. 





tally razed it a year ago. 


mon 
‘ing rebuilding after a blaze virtu- literary department of the William | 


: Grand Prix du Disque, leads a the past two years has been scour- 
. Morris agency. 


+small band. ‘ing the country for bootleg prints. 
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Kote Low Stenson 


WORLD-FAMOUS NOVEL! | 












Swashbuckling 
adventure | 
and tremendous 





new thrills come 





to the screen! 






t 
' 
































ry lee ge 


Secale teeth, Rete de an 


eee ae 


=e 





starring - 
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and feoturing 


DRGE MACREADY- EDGAR BUCHANAN 


Screenplay by Richard Schayer, David P. Sheppard and Thomas Seller 
Directed by GORDON DOUGLAS - Produced by GRANT ee 
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Picture Grosses 








PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 11) 


94)—“Tap Roots” (U) (4th wk). 
Fine $18,000. Last week, solid 
$20,000 


Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—“So Evil My Love” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fast $11,000. Last week, big 
$16,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Deep Waters” (20th). Dim $3,- 
500. Last week, “Street No Name” 
(20th), small traffic at $5,000. 

Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 
“Foolish Virgin” (Indie) and ‘‘Play- 
boy” (Indie). Good $8,500 for 10 
days. Last week, “Hunted” (Mono) 
and “Who Killed ‘Doc’ Robbin” 
(UA), yanked after four days, dim 
$1,100. 

Mastbauan (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“Baster Parade” (M-G) (5th wk). 
io $15,000. Last week, oke $17,- 
3 


Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 





Fuller’ Still Sweeps 


Indianapolis, Aug. 10. 
Firstrun film biz continues at a 





‘door competition suffered from 
rain and unseasonal cold. Key 
Largo” registered the heftiest take | 


of summer at the Indiana and “Ful- | 


ler Brush Man,” in its second week 
at Loew’s, still looks good for extra 
playing-time. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—“Up Central Park” (U) and 
\“Dear Murder” (U). Fair $10,000. 
|Last week, “Furnace Creek” (20th) 
‘and “Arthur Takes Over” (20th) 
| same. 

|  Jmdiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
\“Key Largo” (WB). Socko $17,000. 
|Last week, “Regards to Broadway 
'(20th) and “Counterfeiters” (20th), 


Indpls. on H.0., $16,000 


fast clip here this week, while out-| 


ame” (20th) and “Shanghai 
hest” (Mono), fair $2,700. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Baster Parade” (M-G) and “Dear 
Murderer” (U) (2d wk). Sturdy 
$12,000. Last week, smash $23,500. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“River Lady” (U) and “Devil’s Car- 
go” (FC), day-date with Webber. 
Mildish $11,000 or less. Last week, 
“Four Faces West” (UA) and “King 
of the Olympics” (UA), $10,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—"Key 
| Largo” (WB) and “Stage Struck 
(Mono) (m.o.). Good $4,000. Last 
| week, “Old Los Angeles” (Rep) and 
“I. Jane Doe” (Rep), fair $3,800. 








Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“River Lady” (U) and “Devil’s 
Cargo” (FC), also Paramount. Fair 
$2,500. Last week, “Four Faces | 


West” (UA) and “King Olympics” | 


(UA), $2,000. 


‘Raw Deal’ Smart $11,000, 
Prov.; ‘Pirate’ Only 196 


Providence, Aug. 10. 
Holdovers are slowing pace here 
this week with exhibs blaming pre- 
duct for spotty showings of new 








“Key Largo” (WB) (2d wk). Nifty | nice $13,000. |pix. “Raw Deal” looks steady at 

$28,500. Last week, smash $39,000 | Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65) — | Majestic. RKO Albee with “Mr. 

for opener. “Regards Broadway” (20th) and) Bjandings” and Strand’s “So Evil 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)—|“Counterfejters” (20th) (m.0o.). Oke | My Love” are best of holdovers. 


“Return of Bad Men” (RKO). 
Geared for rousing $15,500. Last 
week. “‘Man-Eater of Kumaon”’ (U), 
thin $8,000. 


‘Walls’ Tops New Pix 
| In Pitt, Lofty $14,000; 
‘Back Alive’ Lusty 106 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. 

Only two new pix in town, “Walls 
of Jericho” at Harris and “Deep 
Waters” at Fulton and they’re both 
okay. Former is in for smart ses- 
sion and holdover. “Life With 
Father” is limp at Stanley. In 
person of Frank Buck opening day 
for “Bring "Em Back Alive” reis- 
sue gave the Warner good teeoff 
and jungle epic should do all right. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76) — 
“Deep Waters” (20th). Notices 
weren’t so hot, but it has Dana An- 
drews, who means something here. 
Close to $10,000 justifies a few ex- 
tra days. Last week, “Another 
Part Forest’ (U) yanked after 6 
days with thin $4,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76) — 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th). Lots of 
marquee pull here. Crix were 
lukewarm * but admitted women 
would go for it, and that’s helping. 
Smart $14,000, and that’s h.o. biz. 
Last week, “Feudin,’ Fussin’” (U), 
$7,800. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—‘Easter Parade” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $18,000. Last week, gave 
house its biggest gross of year 
great $29,000. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 44-76) — 
“Drums” (FC) and “Four Feathers” 
(FC) (reissues). Kicked off to big- 
gest opening day here in months 
and $4,000 is little short of sen- 
sational. Last week, “Mr. Bland- 
ings” (SRO) (m.o.), $3,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76) — 
“Rose Washington Square” (20th) 
and “Slave —_ (M-G) (reissues). 
Nice $3,000. st week, “Fuller 
Brush Man” (Col) (3d wk), fancy 
$3,500 for fifth downtown week. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76) — 
“Life With Father” (WB). Picture 
had a healthy run of five weeks 
last summer at Warner at an upped 
scale and that’s hurting it here, 
with very thin $11,000, about ail 
that’s likely. Last week, second of 
“Key Largo” (WB), fine $12,000. 

Warner ‘WB) (2,000; 44-76) — 
“Bring ‘Em Back Alive” (RKO) 
(reissue). Frank Buck here in p.a. 
opening day and that helped. t 
to get $10,000, sturdy for oldie. 
Last week, “Melody Time” (RKO) 








'$4,500. Last week, “Melody Time” | 


(RKO) and “Shanghai Chest’”’ 
'(Mono) (m.o.), $3,500. 
| Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 


“Puller Brush Man” (Col) and “Ad- 


iventures Silverado” (Col) (2d wk). | 


|Hefty $16,000 -after sock $21,090 
opener. Third week likely. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 
‘Smart Woman” (Mono) and “Jinx 


week, “Feudin,’ Fussin’” (U) and 
“Big Town Scandal” (Par) (m.0.) 
oke $6,000. 


‘Life’ Big Time $17,000, 
Buff; Melody’ Hep 166 


Buffalo, Aug. 10. 
Too many holdovers here _ this 
week. Top newcomers are “Time 
of Life’ at Buffalo and “Melody 
Time” at the Century. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Time of Life’ (UA) and “Song of 
Heart” (Mono). Stout $17,000. Last 
week, “Mr. Blandings” (SRO) and 
“Shaggy” (Par), $18,500. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40- 





|'70)—“‘Key Largo” (WB) (2d wk). 


Down to fine $14,000. Last week, 
great $20,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Mr. 
Blandings” (SRO) and “Shaggy” 
(Par) (m.o.). Solid $10,000. Last 
aoen, “Easter Parade” (M-G), $8,- 


Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)— 
“Four Feathers” (FC) and “Drums” 
(FC) (reissues). Sturdy $4,500 o 
over. Last week, “The Search” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $2,500. 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Lulu Belle” (Col) and “Adven- 
tures Silverado” (Col). Mild $10,- 
000. Last week, “Abbott-Costello 
Meet Frankenstein” (U) (2d wk) 
and “Blondie’s Reward” (Col), 
trim $9,000. 

20th Century (20th Century) (3,- 
000; 40-70)—“Melody Time” (RKO) 
and “Inside Story” (RKO). Bangup 
$16,000. Last week, “Canon City” 
(EL) and “Shed No Tears” (EL), 
f=st $14,000. 





CINCINNATI 
(Continued from page 11) 
“Deep Waters” (20th). Above par 


$9,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s N. Y. 
Adventure” (M-G) and “Tarzan’s 
Secret Treasure” (M-G) (reissues), 
fairly good $8,000. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—‘“Man-Eater of Kumaon” (U). Av- 
erage $7,500, but below expecta- 
tions. Last week, “Abbott & Cos- 
tello Meet Frankenstein” (U) (3d 
wk), snappy $7,500 to bag nearly 


(2d wk), $7,000. 000 for three-week stay, a great 
record here. 
Pree ty He. kD 
‘Me e” (m.o.). Thi 
, ( OS GELES downtown week, okay $5,500. Last 
Continued from page 13) week, “Feudin,’ Fussin’” (U) (m.o.), 
“Bad Sister” (U). Nice $14,500. | $5,000. 
Last week, “Meet Frankenstein”! Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75) — 


(U) and “King O ics” (UA 
wk), big $1390. 0 oor 
Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
“Walls Jericho” (20th) and “Your 
(Mono). Medium $8,000. 
Last week, “Escape” (20th) and 
Fighting Back” ( ), slim $6,100. 
Vathes’ “Heat he eas 
“Michael ate ee 
60-$1)— 
“On Island” (M-G) (3d wk-4 days). 
Finales at $3,500. Last week, nice 


$7,700. 
Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
ee and “Music 


“Key, Largo 
F500 


0. Last week, sturdy $9,900. 


“Canon City” (EL). Looks sock 
$15,000 or over. Opening day biz 
one of theatre’s best in months. 
Hypoed by extra ads, radio spots, 
flash house front and street bally. 
oo “Dream Girl" (Par), oke 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75) — 
a xia ak (m.o.). 
00. week, “High Seas” 
(WB) (m.o.), good $6,000. 


DENVER 
(Continued from page 13) 
“Shanghai Chest” (Mono), fair 


$13,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“On 
Merry Way” (UA) and “Code Scot- 








(WB) 
(Mono) (4th wk-5 days). Near | 1 


and Yard” (Rep), also Denver. 
Good $3,500. Last week, “Street No 


Money” (Mono), Slow $4,500. Last | 


Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—“Mr. 
|Blandings” (SRO) and “Argyle 
| Secrets” (FC) (2d wk). Good $13,- 
000. First was nifty $19,000. 
Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 
“Street No Name” (20th) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th) 2d run). 
Fair $3,500. Last week, “Woman in 


| White” (WB) and “Big Punch” 
(WB), good $4,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) 


'—‘Smart Woman” (EL) and “The 
Hunted” (Indie). So-so $5,000. Last 
week, “Furnace Creek” (20th) and 
“Shanghai Chest” (Rep), $5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
|“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Adventures 
|of Casanova” (EL). Steady $11,060. 
Last week, “Street No Name” (20th) 
jand “Checkered Coat” (20th) (2d 
| wk), happy $12,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Pirate” (M-G) and “Night At 
Opera” (M-G) reissue). Modest 


$19,000 or over. Last week, “Time 
of Life” (UA) and “Rusty” (Col), 
good $16,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘So Evil My Love” (Par) and 
“Shaggy” (Par). Second week be- 
gan Monday (9). Last week, okay 
$12,000. 








Israel’s Gripe 


Continued from page 2 


lines with acts and at some spots 
gives film shows. Flesh talent is 
generally much better than what 


the Pacific. as it represents some 
of the prewar top acts from Ber- 
lin and Vienna. Girl shows and 
gag men, naturally, are most pop- 
ular. One comedian playing an 
outpost near Tira village, an Arab 
stronghold, finished his act, picked 
up a sten gun, then went along 
with Haganah on a night opera- 
tion. The spot was captured that 
night after a lengthy stalemate. 

Metro and Fox have succeeded 
throughout the Palestine crisis in 
flying in prints of their newsreels 
featuring war scenes. These are 
widely billed in Hebrew newspa- 
pers — even reviewed like feature 
pix. Managers have experienced 
turnover trouble with soldiers 
staying several performances to 
watch their image on the screen. 


Palestine Production Perks 


Film production in Palestine is 
perking with a full-length feature 
due to roll this fall while shoot- 
ing continues on a documentary 
series labeled “Israel Today.” 
Nathan Silberberg, who leaves 
later this month for Tel Aviv, will 
make a Hebrew-English pic there 
under supervision of Nathan 
Films, Ltd. He’s already inked 
Julian Roffman to direct it. 

Meanwhile, Norman Lourie, 
prexy of Palestine Films, Inc., 
planed to Tel Aviv Friday (6) for 
a four-week stay to work out film- 
making plans with his partner and 
PFI’s production head, Joseph 
Krumgold. Firm’s initial feature, 
A Place Called Home,” is slated 
for U. S. release in October. Com- 
pany is elso carrying on with its 
monthly series, “Israel Today.” 

Another Palestine film producer, 
Meyer Levin, has temporarily 
stepped out of the field after mak- 
ing “The Illegals,” a documentary 
chronicling the efforts of a group 
of refugees to reach Israel. He’s 
currently in Paris producing a 
ng co a shows A 4 televi- 

soc with Robert De- 
Sartis, director ef Paris’ Luxem- 








bourg Marionette Theatre. 


Allied GI’s had in Europe and |’ 





Too Fast a Payoff 

“Road to Rio,” made by Bob 
Hope and Bing Crosby as an 
indie production for Para- 
mount release, enjoys the dis- 
tinction of paying off its bank 
loan more speedily than prob- 
ably any other film ever made. 
Bankers Trust Co., N. Y., and 
Security - First National, Los 
Angeles, which put up $1,600,- 
000, or 80% of the $2,000,000 
budget, had their money back 
witHin six weeks of the date 
the film went into release. 

They weren't too happy 
about it, either, having hoped 
for the interest to run over a 
considerably longer period. Pic 
has gross rentals in the till 
now of over $4,200,000 and is 
expected to hit $4,500,000 in 
U. S.-and Canada. Par put up 
second money financing and 
the guarantees as part of a 
deal by which the two players 
can make one-a-year independ- 
ently. 


| Bankers V. P. 
Continued from page 3 


banks. He said he was perfectly 
willing to entertain deals “by pro- 
ducers who have their sights 
trained down to present potentiali- 
ties,” but that there has been such 
difficulty getting second money 
and completion bonds that produ- 








cers have never even got as far as | 
trying to line up bank financing. | 


Last Loans 3 Months Ago 

Last loans he made, Ardrey dis- 
closed, were about three months 
ago. One was to Santana Produc- 
tions (Humphrey Bogart and Mor- | 
gan Maree) and the other was to 
Edward Small for a series of six 
small budgeters to be made for 
20th-Fox release. 

Asked about the plan whereby | 
Bankers Trust and some Coast in- 
stitutions have been loaning 60% | 
of the budget, with the last 15% of 
the 60% guaranteed for the pro- 
ducer by an outside source, Ardrey 
said he was not sticking to that | 
pattern. He declared he had “no| 
desire to make the same bed fit all 
producers,” that the terms and size | 
of loans must hinge on the individ- | 
ual deal. - 

“The principal value, so far as I | 
am concerned, of forcing the pro- 
ducer to guarantee the last 15% 
of the bank loan,” Ardrey ex- 
plained, “is that it is a way of caus- 
ing him to show his faith in his 
product. I see no reason why he 
should expect us to be more op- 
timistic about the potential of his 
film than he is himself.” 
Bankers Trust and Security-First 
National share one of the largest 
bank loans ever made for an indie 
production in “Joan of Arc,” pro- 
duced by the Ingrid Bergman- 
Victor Fleming-Walter Wanger unit 
for RKO release this winter. The 
two banks put up 75% of the budg- 
et and have outstanding at the 
moment about $3,500,000. The only 
larger loan recently was that by 
the same banks to David O. Selz- 
nick for “Duel in the Sun.” It 
amounted to $5,100,000 and has 
since been completely repaid. 
There was little danger involved, 
however, since there were a flock 
of other Selznick pix for collateral. 


Ardrey said he had no concern 
whatsoever about getting his 


money out of “Joan.” He predicted 
the film would gross at least $10,- 
000,000 and would be a great 
moneymaker for years because of 
its high potential in the foreign 
market and its reissue value. 





WB Profits 


——aaas COMtinued from page 4 


share on 7,295,000 outstandi 
against $2.60 per share last year on 
7,341,680 then outstanding. 

Gross on film rentals, theatre ad- 
missions, etc. dipped to $112,415, 
000 compared to $125,078,000 in 
corresponding period 6f °47. All 
told, income amounted to $1 17,592,- 
222. Amortization of film costs 
pe nc ~, $30,187,025 while 

and general e 
added to $58,178,884. Ket 3 

Estimated provision for F. 
income taxes was $7,400,000" "On 
film inventories, company figured 
films in release at $15,289,723: com- 
pleted but not released at $17,909,- 
125; and productions before the 
cameras at $8,738,967. Earned sur- 
plus was computed at $53,009,178. 

Meeting of Warners’ board last 
week declared a quarterly dividend 
of 25e per share to holders of com- 
mon stock. Melon will be split Oct. 





| putting it. 


Schary States 


Continued from page 5 


Bounty,’ ‘Fury’ and ‘Joe Smith 
| American.” . 
| “Metro, heretofore challenged 
jall other companies.” he went on, 
| “I grant you that in the past few 
|years it has been playing it safe, 
| But energy and the ability to get 
|the industry excited is essential, 
| New, different films excite busie 
ness and keep a company going.” 

Schary took pains to note that a 
production exec must steer a mid- 
dle course, remaining conscien< 
tious to his obligations to turn in 
profitable films. “You can’t make 
a $3,000,000 film with a limited 
market and this must be con- 
sidered when producing experi- 
mental features,” was his way of 








. Reiterates His Stand 
His interview was closely p4fal- 
lel to the one given by him last 


, year when he took over chief pro- 


,duction duties at RKO. He again 
repeatedly stressed the need for 
the industry to make “good pic- 
tures for a good world.” Explain- 
ing that slogan, Schary said “I'd 
like to see arbitrary violence, hate, 
evil and banality dispensed with, 
I don’t like sordid or morbid pic- 
tures. And I think some longhair 
critics are all wrong when they 
confuse art with adultery and ob- 
scenity.” 

Metro, which made 29 pix last 
year, will up its number by about 
six in the coming season, Schary 
disclosed. This means a_ boosting 
of the production budget. The in- 
crease in number is primarily in- 
tended, he said, to keep the com- 


| pany’s backlog high enough to af- 


ford flexibility in releasing sched- 
ules. 

No specific budget ceiling such 
as has been fixed by some other 
majors will be clamped on Metro’s 
future product, according to 


|Schary. “While I’m not going to 


Say a picture is going to cost so 


‘much or so little, I’m still aware 


that the potential market has 
shrunk. The smartest approach is 
to budget for the domestic mar- 
ket. At the same time, I’ve never 


| said that the foreign market is 


lost entirely.” 
$3,000,000 Gross For A’s 

Schary estimates the average 
domestic take of a good A pic un- 
der current conditions at $3,000,- 
000. By this he does not mean top 
AA films. In effect, he explained, 
his estimate puts a production 
cost ceiling of $1,600,000 on the 
average A feature. 

Neither he nor Metro has “any 
unusual plans available” for cost- 
cutting operations. “The way to 
slash costs are simple and basic 
and everybody knows about them 
although they’re not always ap- 
plied. Such things as better prep- 
aration of scripts to avoid overlong 
films are the way out for producing 
companies.” Costs have been de- 
clining for the past eight months, 
he added, but the percentage of 
decline is not easily ascertainable. 

Schary has overall supervision of 
all Metro production, domestically 
and abroad, subject only to com- 
mand of Louis B. Mayer, M-G’s 
studio chief. His contract, conced- 
edly “unusually long” has 14 years 
to run, he said. Understood that it 
is for seven years with an option 
to renew for another seven. His 
relationship with Mayer is the 
same as he had with N. Peter Rath- 
von, then company prexy at RKO, 
Schary stated. 


_ On the subject of changes in 
Metro’s personnel, M-G newcomer 
declared “I don’t know when there 
will be changes or if changes will 
take place. I'll undoubtedly add 
manpower as we go along. Un- 
questionably, it will be people j 
know, respect and have worke 
with.” 

When the omnipresent question 
of television popped up, Schary 
edged away. “It’s too early to 
answer that one (effect on film biz). 
I don’t know and I don’t think any- 
one else knows. If they tell you 
they’re really coffee-housing you.’ 
M-G has no plans at present to 
make pix exclusively for video, 
Schary added. 

Schary returns to the Coast 
today (Wed.). He has had confabs 
eee all Metro’s h.o. officials while 

ere. 





New Salisbury, N. C., House 
Raleigh. 
The Ritz, new picture house ex- 
clusively for Negroes, opened at 
i It has all modern 





4 to holders of record Sept. 3. 


equipment including air-condition- 
&. 
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Latinos’ Lament Again 


That old Latino war cry that 
Hollywood pix are distorting 
the South Americans’ view of 
U. S. life got its first airing in 
five or six years in the New 
York press this week. Ship 
news reporters picked up the 
squawk in interviewing an Ar- 
gentine lawyer, Isaac Garcia. 
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WB Selling 
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92 
Blumenfeld’s Interest in 4 L. A. 
+ Music Halls to Corwin and Lesser a. tons cose to Sears, Lazarus, 


‘to all intents and purposes, be serv- 
i Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


‘ing as general sales manager, €x- 
* Sherrill Corwin and Sol Lesser 


syndicate to buy the 68 Warner 
houses in this area. 

Ehrenburg’s syndicate allegedly 
had been formed at a meeting in 
the Hotel Claridge, Atlantic City, 


'the Halls, compared te other first 
‘run deluxers, top pix can be held 
lindefinitely at advanced admissions. 


'cept that the top execs under him 
take over Joe Blumenfeld’s inter-| 
ests in the Los Angeles Music Hall | 
theatres this week, following final | 
inking of papers yesterday (9). Pur- 
chase was stymied last April be-| 
cause of title problems arising | 
from the assignment of leases on | 
the properties. This problem was | 
cleared over the weekend, permit-| 
ting finalization of the deal cover- | 
ing a portion of United Artists in-| 
terests in the Downtown,Hollywood 
and Beverly Hills Music Halls, as 
well as all of Blumenfeld’s inter- | 
ests in the local houses and the} 
United Artists theatre in Frisco. | 


New operators have extensive | 
plans for raising the unit’s seating | 
capacity. The Hollywood MH will | 
be upped to 1,300 seats, giving an | 
overall capacity approximately of | 


} 


| 
| 


Pooling arrangement between Al 
Galston and Jay Sutton, operators 
of the Hawaii and Bevhills Music 
Hall, and Blumenfeld will be con- 
tinued under the new setup. G&S 
recently inked a new three-year 
agreement starting Aug. 1, with 
Blumenfeld. This will be _ trans- 
ferred to Corwin and Lesser. 

New operators kickoff the take- 
over with “Zuruba,” Brazilian jun- 
gle film lensed on location by 
George Breakstone and York Cop- 
lien. They are hoiding over “Olym- 
pic Cavalcade” with it. “Pitfall” 
opens Aug. 20, as first of parade of 
top United Artists features. 














| will have somewhat more autonomy 


‘than usual. 
Lazarus, the company announced, 
“will maintain policy and adminis- 


trative supervision” over the sales | 


organization. “This move,” it was 


stated, “will free Sears for greater | 


concentration on corporate affairs 
and the securing of product. 


Two sales managers, one for the 
east and one for the west, have 
been named in the new setup and 
| will report directly to Sears and 
‘Lazarus. They are Edward M. 
Schnitzer, who has been eastern 
| division manager and will continue 
‘to handle the eastern territory, and 
|Fred Jack, southern district mana- 
|ger, who will be in charge of the 
| western territoty. Actually, Jack 
lhas been serving pro tem in the 


4,000. The fifth house will be added 
at a later date, bringing the total 
seats to 5,000, or equal to the 
majority of other first run units 
locally. 

With the increased seating, Cor- 
win and Lesser expect to step out 


in pushing product for extended | 


runs, assuring maximum returns to 
United Artists theatres. Price 
policy will be flexible to permit 
advance pricgs for films warranting 
it. This is pected to be advan- 
tageous to producers with costly 
features that need maximum ex- 
tended runs to rate profit. 

- With smaller operating unit of 
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U Prod. Meet | 


Continued from page 3 Game! | 
others had suggested a ceiling of | 
$1,000,000. 

Instead, the beginning of con- | 
fabs resulted in the fixing of the | 
higher ceiling, with emphasis on | 
other economy measures. Produc- | 
|tion plans now mapped mean that | 
'the company will turn out quality 
‘films for an average of $1,500,000. 
Few will hit the $2,000,000 mark 
and none will go higher, a com- 
pany spokesman told VARIETY. 
Careful planning cost-wise will at- 
tend to that, he said. 

First $1,500,000 budgeter will 
ibe “Amboy Dukes” with Maxwell 
Shane producing-directing. Total 
of nine are expected to be started 
by the year’s end with four prob- 
ably completed by that date. 
Twenty writers are now scripting. 

Following “Amboy” will be Irv- 
ing Brecher’s indie production of 
his “Life of Riley,” and “Night 
Watch.” Others being prepared are 
“Air Crash,” “Illegal Entry,” 
“Take One False Step,” “Toma- | 
hawk” and “Bagdad.” Latter two 
are in Technicolor, as is another 
untitled screenplay. 

Attending the huddles are J. 
Cheever Cowdin, U’s board chair- 
man; Nate Blumberg, company 
prexy; William A. Scully, distribu- 
tion veepee; Goetz as production 
head; Leo Spitz, board chairman 
of Universal-Internationl; Charles 
D. Prutzman, general counsel; 
Joseph H. Seidelman, foreign 
chief; John Joseph, ad-pub top- 
per; Maurice Bergman, eastern ad- 
pub head; Robert Goldstein, east- 
ern studio rep; and Edward Muhl, 
studio exec. 

The big cry which Geetz faced 
was to get away from pretentious 
critics’ films which win the kudoes 
and then die at the boxoffice. Two 
of those being cited at Universal as 
prime examples are “Another Part 








| western division managership since 
resignation of Maury Orr a couple 
of months ago. He will continue to 
headquarter in Dallas. 


Mark Silver’s Shift 


Further strengthening the setup 
is the transfer of Mark N. Silver | 





' 


ing 
York as aide to Schnitzer. 


ton district managership to New | 
He'll | 


handle circuit deals and other spe- | better than the break-even point. | 


Garcia said that Hollywood 
emphasizes crime, divorce and 
drinking, instead of showing 
the fine home life and “the 
goodness and charity of the 
American people.” This beef, 
once frequent, hasn’t been 
heard, as applying to Latin 
America, since the U. S. Office 
of Coordinator of Inter-Ameri- 
can Affairs (Rockefeller Com- 
mittee) went into action in 
1942. It started a program of 
weeding out ursuitable films 
that has since been adopted by 
the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America and applied on a 
worldwide basis. 











EL Proves 


Continued from page 3 


earlier stages at costs of $900,000- | 


$1,200,000, not a single film lensed 
since June of last year has yet to 


turn in a loss, a company spokes- | 
'from the Philly-Pittsburgh-Wash-|man said. Only the amortization of 


the more expensive, older films is 
now keeping the company from 


and was supposed to have the back. 
ing of Jimmy Cromwell, Dorig 
Duke’s ex, the late John D’Agosti- 
no (Renault Wine Co. president) 
}and several others. 


| Known as a promoter of sorts, 
Ehrenburg’s idea was discounted 
and believed to have stemmed 
from the recent divestiture suits 
j}entered against the film majors, 
|At the local Warner office, Ted 
| Schlanger, zone manager, merely 
laughed when queried about the 
“Ehrenburg purchase.” The staff 
at Warners joshingly called Ehren- 
burg “boss” when he entered for 
premium sales. 


Report, however, started discus- 
sion of possibilities of sale and 
soon gossip about the Loew’s-Para- 
—_ deal began to circu. 
ate. 


The reasons why Warners would 
be in mood to drop houses is evi- 
dent. Local setup has been unsatis- 
factory from the exhib standpoint 
for some time. Entry of William 
Goldman into the scene as first- 
run competitor upset the tidy hold 
the Warner people had on the big 
midtown houses. 

It also charged the Philadelphia 








cial assignments. A former pub-|Once they are out of the way, EL | film setup has evolved into a dis- 


‘top brass as one of its most-likely- | 


‘licity man who turned to distribu- | will consistently rack up profits, | tributors’ field day. 
ition in 1936, he’s viewed by UA’s | it’s claimed. 


At the same time, the change in 


, Competitive 
bidding jacked up prices of pic- 
tures beyond hope of reasonable 


‘tos uccee dto-high-places contin-| production policy pushed through | Profit. It is well known, for ex- 


gent. 


ment are also expected. 
known that Arthur W. Kelly, exec | 


national organization, is awaiting 
expiration of certain contracts to) 
realign his staff. 


ting much potential product from | 


indies. 
Other Aims 


The streamlining of the organ- 
ization which has taken place this 
week is not primarily a money- 
saving device, but to clear blocks 
from getting pix dated as fast as 
possible. That will improve UA’s 
financial status, since it will mean 
more pix in release simultaneously 
in earlier stages of amortization. 
That means more income per week. 

Trouble in the past has been— 
partly due to the fact that many 
of the pictures have been weak— 
that UA’s staff has been unable 4o 
get dates for them fast enough 
and they've piled up. Company 
would set Oct. 1 release date for 
a film, for instance, and find it 





of the Forest” and “Letter from 
an Unknown Woman.” Both pix, 
|along with others of their ilk, are 
| blobs of red ink on U’s profit-and- 
| loss statement. 

Proponents of a return to B’s 
and exploitation films had been 
strengthened by recent boxoffice 
performances of several of the 
company’s films. Biggest argument 
was the business currently being 
pulled in by two of the company’s 
lesser films—at least from a pres- 
tige standpoint. 

Brace of pix in question are 
“Abbott & Costello Meet Frank- 
enstein” and “Feudin’, Fussin’ and 
A’Fightin’.”. While some of U’s 
$1,500,000-$2,000,000 product has 
caved in at the wickets, these two 
are piling up fancy grosses. A & C 
pic cost less than $1,000,000 and is 
figured to do $2,500,000-$3,000,000 
domestically. “Feudin’” had a 
production nut of $600,000 but will 
better $1,000,000 on current re- 
turns. 


U’s Writing Mill 

Universal’s writing mill had 12 
scripters at work preparing screen- 
plays for the resumption of film- 
ing after the current shutdown. 
Nine of the scribes are busy on 
feature films and three on shorts 
to be produced by Will Cowan. 

Michael Blankfort is working on 
“Air Crash,” Robert Buckner on 
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© 1\on “Bagdad,” Joel Malone on “II- 





|shorts are Luci Ward, Jack Nat- | 
. teford and Edward Bock. 


“Night Watch,” Maurice Geraghty 
on “Tomahawk,” Tamara Hovey 


‘egal Entry,” Irwin Shaw on 
“Take One False Step,” Irving 
Brecher on “The Life of Riley” 
(which he owns and is producing 
independently) and Oscar Brodney 


didn’t actually play its first engage- 
ment until perhaps Dec. 1. That 
cost much income. 

It also caused producers to look | 





|Banks and second-money lenders | 

were loath to advance coin to the | 
|indie filmmakers when there was) 
an abnormally long period between | 
| delivery and release, as happened | 
at UA. By pressing for more speed, 
Sears hopes to make UA distri- 
bution more attractive to under- 
writers and, as a result, to pro- 
ducers. 

Likewise, it is thought, UA’s pro- 
ducers with adequate sources of 
financing now will be encouraged 
to make more films. They hadn’t 
much reason to increase their out- 
put when perhaps one, or even two, 
of their films was still on the shelf 
unreleased. Thus, the sales depart- 
ment changes, it is hoped, will add 
to the quantity and quality of UA’s 
product. 

Sears left New York Friday (6), 
the day after details of the realign- 
ment were agreed upon, for Chi- 


ings the beginning of this week 
with district managers in Chi to 
explain the new setup and lay 
down the law on what he wants in 
the future. He’ll hold similar ses- 
sions in Los Angeles later in the 
week with the rest of the district 
managers. 

Further reassignment of the 
branch and district managers is ex- 
pected. Clayton Eastman, chief of 
the Boston, New Haven and Buf- 
falo district, has resigned. 





700-Car Drive-In Near Salt Lake 
Salt Lake City. 





on an untitled yarn. Working on 





Newest drive-in to open in this 
area is the Hyland, 700-car capac- 
itl operation, owned by William P. 


cago and the Coast. He’s had meet- | dia 


pany score a sharp gain in rentals. 


ues have climbed by 150%. 
“Canon City,’ company spokes- 
man said, is a case in point. Film, 


| sufficient income to keep it in the | “Canon” is expected to be the com- | - 
black and preventing it from get-|pany’s most profitable film to date | he was said to be making an offer 


with a take figured at $2,000,000. 
“T-Men,” EL’s biggest grosser so 
far, cost $450,000 and is raking in 
$1,500,000 in domestic rentals. 

Basing his action on experience 
garnered with the most recent re- 
leases, Krim has ordered that no 
films be made unless they have a 
specific exploitation angle. Com- 
pany’s success in the near past has 
been engineered by parlaying 
drastically-slashed budgets with 
pix which lend themselves to 
easier sales via an exploitation-pub- 
licity handle. 

Krim’s permanent h.g. on the 
Coast, away from his New York 
base, has been made easier through 
close eooperation of Robert Ben- 
jamin, attorney to Robert R. Young. 
controlling stockholder of EL, and 
a law partner of the EL prez. Ben- 
Jamin, who is incidentally head of 
J. Arthur Rank’s U. S. organiza- 
tion, acts as alter ego for Krim, 


|elsewhere for distribution deals. | handling. policy matters which crop 


up at the homeoffice. 











Katz Talks 


Continued from page 3 


coming to him, including bonu 

which would be due hin“ Kate told 
VARIETY yesterday that since the 
death of his brother he felt that he 
would have to devote more time to 
their joint interests. Monarch 
Theatres, organized by the Katz 
brothers, Milton Feld and Dave 
Chatkin in 1933, has lost three of 
the partners through death in the 
last year or so, and with 40 to 50 
theatres in operation, Katz feels 
duty-bound to look after these in- 
terests personally, besides other in- 
terests he has. The Monarch group 


principal holdings in Illinois, In- 
na, Ohio, and some houses in 
Pennsylvania. 





‘2 Guys’ Texas Preem 


San Antonio, Aug. 10. 
Warner's “Two Guys From 
Texas” preemed here at the Ma- 
jestic with Jack Carson, Dennis 
Morgan and Dorothy Malone, stars 
of the film here in person. Others 
in the group attending included 
Mort Blumenstock, v.p. in charge 
of advertising for Warners; Herb 
Pickman, Blumenstock’s assistant, 
of New York: and Bill Hendrick, 
Hollywood press agent. 

From here, the group went to 
Houston and to Dallas for initial 





Wright, 


showings of film. 


is located in the midwest, with | 


‘by Krim, plus new sales super-|4mple, that $35,000 was bid for a 
Changes in the foreign depart- | vision by William J. Heineman, dis- | Picture that grossed only $39,000 
It is| tribution veepee, has seen the com- |!" 4 five-week run. 


Film men here find themselves 


v.p., who presides over the inter- Since June, 1947, domestic reven- | unable to predict what sort of a 


og-fight will ensue if six bidders 
| enter the first-run scramble. One 
| thing they are agreed on, the pub- 


Slow liquidation of product on produced by Bryan Foy on the EL | lic will benefit as the result of the 
the domestic front has been one | lot, - cost only $387,000 to make. | free-for-all—the public and the lo- 
of UA’s chief sources of headaches, With it now piling up substantial | cal advertising media, newspapers, 
| frequently contributing to lack of | grosses throughout the country, | radio, ete. 


Concerning the Ehrenburg deal, 


| to Harry M. Warner. Checkup 
| through local Warner office reveals 
| that the promoter has not had to 
date even an appointment with 
the head man. 
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Cerne! Linda Anne Kirk 
WILDE DARNELL BAXTER DOUGLAS 
” 
“THE WALLS of JERICHO 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


ow variety stace— DICK HAYMES 


ON ICE STAGE—CAROL LYNNE 
ARNOLD SHODA @ FRITZ DIETL 


ROXY “sun's 


—— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ———~ 
Rockefeller Center 


‘A DATE WITH JUDY’ 


Walince BEERY @ Jane POWELL 
Elizabeth TAYLOR @ Carmen MIRANDA 
Xavier CUGAT @ Robert STACK 
A Metro-Goeldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 4 
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ACTION 


Big-scale western. Well-stocked with ac- Well plotted western. Top production. High 
tionful moments. satisfaction 


— HARRISON'S REPORTS . = FILM DAILY 


action puperiae iia Srrong 





Head-and-shoulders above routine western. 


Production, camera, acting, story, direction Tightly-woven story. Tense and credible 
unquestionably superior outdoor drama. Will bring strong boxoffice ’ 
MOTION PICTURE HERALD results. High above average appeal for en- e 


tire family. Sure. bet. 


Si ! : ( V — INDEPENDENT FILM JOURNAL 
Good western. Generous helping of sus- : 
_— ACTION 


si — THE EXHIBITOR 


Big brawling western that will stand up in 
any situation. Solidly based story. Director 


- a has given a wallop that spells sturdy en- 
> tertainment. 
a — DAILY VARIETY . 
Slam-bang oater. Will be big hit with action e 


fans and all who like good entertainment. 
Lots of suspense. 





— HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


ACTION Guper : 


ufficiently impressive to easily earn desig- 
nation of super-western. Highly-competent 
cast. Spectacular production values. Hair- ) 
trigger direction. } 








— BOXOFFICE 


ACTION First Class | 


More men, more horses, more shooting, all 
help make this western more effective than 
usual. First class production. 


— SHOWMEN'S TRADE REVIEW 
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_. ANDY DEVINE * JACK HOLT aa GRANT WITHERS - ADELE MARA - JAMES BROWN 


Screen Play by Gerald Adams —Origitial Story by John K. Butler and Gersid Geraghty Associate Producer-Director JOSEPH KANE 


A REPUBLIC PICTURE 
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Clips from Film Row 





NEW YORK 


Moe Goldman and Gilbert Jo- 
sephson closed longterm lease for 
the Audubon theatre, 2,800-seater 
in upper Manhattan. New lessees 
plan opening the house Sept. 1 
after complete renovations. Lessor 
company is Broadway-St. Nicholas, 
Inc., headed by Jack Schechter. 
Berk & Krumgold agented the deal. 

William B. Zoellner, head of 
Metro’s short subject and reprint 
sales, shoved off for Chicago’ yes- 
terday (Tues.) for a series of meets 
with four field sales managers. 
Zoellner. will be in Chi for one 
week then heads for Los Angeles, 
Pittsburgh and Washington. 


PITTSBURGH 


Morris Lefko, ex-RKO manager 
here recently elevated to a district 
sales berth, will be honored by 
Variety Club at a testimonial din- 
9g in William Penn hotel on Aug. 

0. 

Bill Shartin, who left manager- 
ship of UA in Pittsburgh some 
time ago to go with Eagle Lion in 
Cleveland, heads Film Classics 
setup in Seattle-Portland territory. 

Werner (Fuzzy) Lund, indie cir- 








| be picketed unless a member was 
| hired. 
i|not to 


| ager, 





cuit owner, will construct a new 
850-seat theatre in Carmichaels, 
Pa., adjacent to present Lund 
house. 


Mark Goldman, former Mono- 
gram head here, resigned as Eagle | 
Lion manager in Cleveland, suc-| 
ceeded by Robert R. Richardson, 
long-time RKO salesman. 

Leo Isaacs quit sales berth with 
Columbia. He had been ill for a 
week but 
surprise resignation was an- 
nounced. 


ST. LOUIS 


Sam Pirtle, head of Pirtle 
Amus. Co., Jerseyville, Ill., expects 
to light his new 700-seater in 
Abington, Ill., in about a month. 

Wilfred Fromm purchased the 
Enfield, Enfield, Mo., from Vernal 
M. Elliott, who now manages the | 
State, Centralia, Ill. 

The Legion, Steelville, Mo., sold 





was back on job when! 


444444 


who formerly operated the Lyric, 
Summerville, Mo. 

QO. W. Huteheson lighted his new 
McCutcher, a 600-seater, Charles- 
ton, Mo. House replaces the Amer- 
ican, destroyed by fire last year. 

W. R. Waring, Jr., Cobden, III, 
lighted his new 500-car drive-in | 
near Carbondale, Iil. 

French Miiler switched from 
Eagle-Lion sales staff here 
United Artists. Continues 
southern Illinois territory. 

American Cancer Society re-| 
ceived the $200 in admission fees | 
from opening of Crest, new 1,100- 
seater in Affton, St. Louis County, 
after preem was delayed because 
of a row with the stagehands’ local. 
Organization said the house would 





to | 
in 


However the union decided | 
interfere with the benefit 
opening but will insist on a gripper 


at +h 


2 


harsca 
€ nouse. 





au til 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Herb Boss, EL office manager, | 


resigned this week. 

Hobart Kaylor, Paramount of- 
fice manager, resigned to take sales 
post witli Selznick. 

Harry Hayes, UA branch man- | 

released from hospital this 
week atter heart attack, has gone 
to his home in K. C. to recuperate. 

Variety club staged testimonial 


| dinner Saturday (31) for George 
|T. Landis, who resigned as 20th- | 


Fox branch manager after more 
than 20 years’ service to enter ex- 
hibition. 


BOSTON 


Don Alexander, Jr., of Alexander | 
Film Co., currently tied up at Bos- | 
ton Yacht Club in his cruiser to} 
entertain local exchange boys with | 
cruises around the harbor. 

Ed Lachman, prexy of New Jer- | 


lat 


management following a complete 
rebuilding job. Plaza is title of 
house. 


SALT LAKE CITY 


Jerry Safron, Columbia western 
division manager, in for routine 
visit. ; 

Joe Lawrence circuit expected to 
start work apie pred on 1,350- 
eater on Highland drive. 

’ New Proce 29 operated by K. R. 
Wright, opened to good biz; thea- 
tre accommodates 700 cars. 





Eagle Lion premiered “North- 
‘west Stampede” in Great Falls, 
Mont. ; j 
Lon Fidler. Denver franchise- 


holder of Monogram, recuperating | 
attack, | 


Utah hotel from heart 
suffered last month 

Vern Austin, former city mana- 
ger for Cooper Foundation 


tres. Grand Junction, Colo., ap- 


. » . - j 
pointed manager of Lyric, operated | 


by Joseph L. Lawrence Theatres 
here. Austin has managed houses 
in Denver and Lincoln before go- 
ing to Grand Junction. 





CHICAGO 


Harold Stevens, Paramount 
branch manager, celebrating 25th 
anni in film business. 

Irving Stacil leaves 
Theatre Supply for National 
Screen Service, replacing the late 
LeRoy Alexander. 

Raffle date for the Will Rogers 
Sanitarium Memorial Fund has 
been set for Dee. 27. 

Allied Artists had regional sales 
meeting led by Steve Broidy, with 
exploitation of “Babe Ruth Story” 
main topie of discussion. 


Art O'Toole, formerly with RKO, | 
joins Paramount as country sales- | 


man. ; 

Walter Immerman back at Bala- | 
ban & Katz post after several 
months’ illness. 

St. Francisville, Ill., closed all} 


theatres and amusements in polio 
quarantine for two weeks. 

Harold Butchin leaves flack de- 
partment of Universal here. No re- 
placement under company’s écon- 


sey Allied, in town currently in the | °™My drive. 


interests of Carbons, Inc. 

A 1,000-seat theatre is proj- 
ected for Hingham, Mass., suburb 
of Boston, in a $300,060 building | 
project that includes six stores. No | 
exhibitor so far signed for the | 
house. 


PHILADELPHIA 
National Film Service added an- 
other big unit to its nation-wide 
facilities — Bonded Film Storage 


*o., Inc., of New York. which has 


Thea- | 


| 


Academy | 








Studios Rush 


Continued from page 2 


-_———— 





rates as fantasy-comedy. Unadult- 
erated slapstick is offered in 
RKO’s “Variety Time.” Abbott & 
Costello last week finished “Mexi- 
ean Hayride.” 

Currently in production is 





“Lucky Stiff,’ fast mystery-com- 
edy with Dorothy Lamour and 
Brian Donlevy in top roles, for 


| United Artists release. Marx Bros. 
also are in production with 
“Blondes Up,” an Artists Alliance 


production for UA release, their 
wacky offering. 

Danny Kaye returns to the 
screen in “Happy Times,” film 
taking off next Monday at War- 


ners, and “Two Guys and a Gal,” 
again with Morgan and Carson, 
tees off same day. Bette Davis 
and Robert Montgomery recently 
| wound up “June Bride.” 

| 20th Preps Four 


Twenticth-Fox in particular is 
|making fast comedy a field day. 
“Mother Is a Freshman.” a farce 


| with Loretta Young and Van John- 
son paired, starts to camera next 
Monday, and sequel to “Sitting 
Pretty” volls following Saturday, 
under tag of “Mr. Belvedere Goes 
to College.” Clifton Webb again 
portrays Mr. Belvedere. 

On the same lot, Preston Sturges 
is prepping “The Beautiful Blonde 
from Bashful Bend” ‘(Betty 
Grable). Cary Grant also is to do 
title rol2 of “I Was a Male War 
Bride,” which won't be slow-paced. 
| Rosalind Russell also will enter 
;comedies in Columbia’s “Miss 
Grant Takes’ Richmond,’ with 
“The Pasadena Story,” situation 
comedy, to be made there by Irv- 
ing Cummings. 

Edward Nassour, who owns the 
| Nassour studios, enters produc- 
| tion with “Africa Screams,” Ab- 
| bott & Costello film which should 
as siapstick as book will al- 
|}low. Hal Roach is another indie 
| who is devoting himself exclusive- 


lly to slapstick, starting off his 





Old Criterion theatre in Roxbury, been appointed representative for | Met ro deal Ww ith “M a Wilmer,” 


by J. R. Thompson to N. R. Pruitt,j opens this week under M. & P.| tory. 


‘gutted by fire four years ago, re-|the Greater N.Y. exchange terri-| Slated to hit cameras within next 


l\few weeks. 
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says this famous star 


‘Here’s a proved complexion care! In 
recent Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin spe- 
cialists actually 3 out of 4 complexions 


improved in a short time. 


Lovely Elizabeth Taylor smooths the 
fragrant Lux Toilet Soap lather well in. As 
she rinses and then pats with a soft towel 
to dry, skin is softer, smoother. Don’t let 
neglect cheat you of romance. Take Holly- 
wood’s tip! Try these beauty facials. 


are Lux Girls 


’ 7 4é 
“I'm a Lux Girl, too! 























HAMLET’ AT $2.40 ON 
US. 1ST-TIME-AROUND 


“Hamlet,” J. Arthur Rank’s film- 
ization of the Shakespearian’ 
classic, will play at a $2.40 top in 
all situations on its first time 
around the country. Advanced ad- 
‘mission policy has been set for the 
film by William A. Scully, Univer- 
sal’s distribution veepee, following 
his recent confabs with Rank in 
‘England. U is handling the pic in 
the U. S. 

To put the plan through, U in- 
tends leasing theatres on a four- 
wall policy wherever possible. 
Film preems at the Astor. Boston, 
this month and iollows through at 
the Park Avenue, N. Y., early in 
October. 

Selection of the Park Ave.. the- 
atre which U operates on a long- 
term lease, is figured to tide the 
company over on a losing proposi- 
tion. The deluxe house which was 
built by Walter Reade has been a 
continuous drain since it has failed 
to pay off on a $2,000 weekly rent- 
al. Understood Scully convinced 
Rank that the pic should play in 
the house despite the fact that it 
is a comparatively small one, seat- 
ing less than 500 customers. 














| Types of Budgets | 











Continued from page 9 


eoueyimecnaneriem, en 
in rentals is the limit. After dis- 
tribution and print costs, that 
leaves a small profit. 

The medium-c st films can win 


or lose a couple hundred thousand 
dollars and so offer the producing 
studio more incentive to give them 
productive values. Good salesman- 
ship and exploitation definitely im- 
prove their grossing potential. Nor- 
mally, however, for the general run 
of acceptable pix, the potential is 
within narrow and_ well-defined 
margins, since they play only on 
flat rental, not percentage. deals 
and at the bottom of dual runs. 

Neat part is, though, that one of 
these middle-budgeters, if it has 
exceptional qualities, can break its 
bounds and give a producer, wheth- 
er an indie or major, a tremendous 
profit on his investment. This is a 
rare event, but it happens, as in 
the case of RKO’s “Crossfire.” 
iwhich cost $600,000 and will gross 
just under $3,000,000 domestically; 
Edward Small’s “T-Men” (Eagle 
Lion release), which cost slightly 
over $400,000 and will gross about 
$1,500,000 in the U. S. and Canada, 
and Bryan Foy’s “Canon City” 
‘also EL release), which cost little 
more than $350,000 and will get a 
domestic gross of almost $2,000,000. 

$750,000-and-Over Pix 

The $750,000 or over budget cate- 
gory is where most of the indus- 
try’s big money is made or lost. 
There’s not much limit in either 
direction. Inasmuch as distribution 
charges, prints and advertising 
‘added to the negative cost mean 
‘that a $750,000 film must gross 
‘more than $1,100,000 to break 
even, it is evident that there is 
\room for a whopping loss. During 
| the boomtime war days, a gross of 
| $1,500,000 was relatively common- 
|place for a picture in this category 
and a good bit of coin Was made. 
| Now a film must show considerable 
pen strength to get that kind of 
money. 
| When the budget gets over the 
($750,000 mark it almost invariably 
‘means that the film uses one or 
‘more name players. This is requl- 
‘site in order to get exhibs to play 
\it on percentage terms. It is only 
iby getting a large number of per- 
‘centage engagements that grosses 
lin excess of $1,000,000 can be piled 
jup. 





Stars 

Star names for the marquee 
aren't a surefire means of getting 
percentage terms, however. if & 
(film is weak. Thus it may wind up 
\with a lot of flat deals and take 
| quite a shellacking. On the other 
hand, since it will play percentage 
\if it has b.o. quailty, there’s wide 
\leeway in profits open to the pro- 
ducing studio. 
| How much above $750,000 a com- 
‘pany should go in budgeting top 
'“A” product is strictly a matter of 
‘masterminding potentials inherent 
‘in story, players and production 
values. Paramount reportedly has 
‘set a ceiling of $1,500,000 and most 
companies are believed likewise 
trying to keep below that, except 
for rare pix. A $1,500,000 negative, 
\with distribution, prints and adver- 
\tising costs added, must gross well 
‘above $2,500,000 to show a reason- 
able profit. That is by no means 
‘easy these days, so there's even 
more room for loss than for gain 
when pix get into this budget class. 


' 
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FCC TO GIVE W 





a “a e e ” 7 
{xit: Frigid Headl 
Exit: Frigidaire Headliners 
When free dishes were the headliners in the depression days of the 
picture business, that was the undoing of that industry—luckily for 
a limited time only—and when an electric refrigerator is a more 


potent radio headliner than talent, that figures to be the beginning 
of the end. 


Fortunately for the radio industry the Federal Communications 
Commission has now stepped in and will bear down on some of the 
more fantastic giveaway programs on the theory they constitute 
lotteries. 

Whatever the excuse to outlaw this prepostereusly snowballing 
business of giant jackpots and gargantuan giveaways, that’s at least 
one gimmick which showmen should endorse. Assuming that the 
FCC is stretching to read lottery violations into some of the pro- 
grams, even those radio showmen identified with this type pregram 
should exercise a longrange perspective on the situation. Being 
subjectively tied in with a perhaps socko program which has struck 
extraordinary public fancy, nonetheless an objective viewpoint must 
concede the fact that the giveaway gag was running away with itself. 


Horizons seemed limitless. The loot seemed easy because it’s so 
readily “promoted,” in exchange for a cuffo mention for this watch, 
that television set, this household appliance and that make automo- 
bile. It got so that the basic sponsor, in turn, was underwriting 
cuffo plugs for a dozen or more contiguous sub-products, inci- 
dental perhaps to the basic intent of the sponsored program but, in 
a large measure, eclipsing the show’s underwriter. Got so that the 
Swag and the identity of the brand names were more important 
than the hasic commodity which sponsors the entire package. As 
such, this is but one more plus in favor of the FCC crackdown. 


But, obviously, from the performer’s viewpoint, where the prizes 
eclipsed the headliners; where giveaway shows were successful in 
downbeating time-honored and distinguished names in American 
humor; when all this happened, it is a fortuitous happenstance indeed 
that the official Governmental watchdog of radio—the Federal Com- 
munications Commission—has stepped in. 


It's fortunate for other reasons, for it must swing the public back 
to appreciation of genuine talent, not just banknite gimmicks. It’s 
fortunate for the public and sponsor alike in that an appreciation 
of a bon mot instead of a money or merchandise handout will! again 
come into vogue. Comedy and skillful programming are rarities 
beyond measure in entertainment; jackpot prizes and giveaways 
are only circumscribed by their intrinsic worth. Eventually the 
more the giveaways pyramid in intrinsic value the less valuable they 
become to the public. Already, the public realizes they are being 
exploited unwittingly, as part of a big ballyhoo over a coast-to-coast 
hookup. The element of ski!l has become secondary to the roulette 
potential. The knowledgeability of the participant had taken a bad 
second place to some long-shot gambling device with a prodigious 
payoff to one out of many millions. 


The $64 question now is to what degree will FCC and the pro- 
grammers refine the giveaways to once again recapture the elements 
of skill in quiz shows and sidestep making them lotteries. Abel. 


Chi Boys Come Up With Giveaway 














‘Code’ But FCC Beats ‘Em to Punch 








Chicago, Aug. 10. + 
The disclosure by the FCC last 
week that it was issuing a new set 


Haymes’ Bowout 





of regulations for giveaway shows | 


not only kicked up a mass of com- 
ment in Chicago radio and agency 
circles but oddly came just as a 
packaging organization here was 
polishing the draft of a code of 
practices to govern such shows. 


Feature Productions, which con- 
trols a weekly chunk of five hours 
of giveaway program on CBS and 
ABC, had been showing the draft 
around the trade with the view of 
submitting it soon for considera- 
tion and adoption by the four na- 
tional webs. 

Chuck Acree and Stewart Daw- 
son, co-partners in Feature, whose 
two network across-the-boarders 
are “Hint Hunt” and “Ladies Be 
Seated,” hopped on the code idea 
several weeks ago out of a fear 
that unless the giveaway snowball- 
ing were brought under control 
their own stakes in the business 
might sooner or later become im- 
perilled. The thinking that guided 
the composition of their code was 
simply that giveaways as such were 
harmless so long as they played a 
subordinate part in a programs 
entertainment and that what hap- 
pened was that the original pur- 
pose of the giveaway had been be- 
clouded in the stampede for bigger 
prizes and jackpots, That original 
intent of scheduling of merchan- 
dise as giveaways, as they recalled 
it. was purely as a reward or thank- 
you gift for a participant's ap- 
pearance on the show. | 

The FP partners believe that by 
following the precepts of their pro- 
posed code the radio business could 
return the giveaway thing to its 
original motivation ‘and thereby 
preserve what is essentially a 
wholesome facet of radio program- 


(Continued on page 30) 


Dick Haymes has pulled out of 
ithe deal to star in a network show | 
\for the Assn. of American Rail- | 
lroads. Withdrawal, it was an-| 
‘nounced yesterday (Tues.), is via! 
|mutual consent with the Benton & | 
Bowles ad agency, repping the rail 
group. 

R. R. show is expected to be) 
time-slotted with one of the net-— 
works today (Wed.). 


Make the San Fernando 
Valley My Home? Nuts, 
Sez East-Bound Block 


Martin Block is going to shake 
off the California sand and return 
to his old New York stomping | 
grounds. Currently he’s in the, 
Cedars of Lebanon hospital in Hol- | 
lywood suffering from an attack | 
of jaundice. But when he gets 
out, he'll sell 
Valley home, pack up his family, | 
disks and turntables. and head) 
east. That'll be sometime in Sep- 
tember or October, it’s expected. 

Block’s reasons for terminafing | 
| his two-year residence on the Coast | 
are said to be multiple. His KFWB, , 
Hollywood, deal is washed up. | 
Ditto his Mutual five-a-week stint. | 
The California climate doesn’t | 
agree with his children. He feels | 
more at home in N.Y. 











he’s in Gotham. 





| his between-disks gab 
stanza. 


Too, he can again | toonists. . 


for the 





WVERALL EFFECT! Ot Licenses in Political Deletions: 
Web Execs Help Clear Atmosphere 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


It’s still a bit vague as to whether | 
the Federal Communications Com- | 
mission has issued a warning or | 
proclaimed a fact on giveaway 
shows. 
| The trade this week was sharply | 
divided on whether the FCC will | 
|have the courage of its apparent 
|convictions by translating into reg- 
|ulation its proposed ruling that 
‘telephonic giveaway and gift pro- 
‘grams would be considered lotter- 
lies and, if they fell into any of four 
definite categories, would be 
ordered off the air. 
| While the FCC notice had the 
immediate effect of throwing radio 
jinto almost unpreeedented chaos, 
|since so many programs and pend- 
ling deals are at stake, in some 
}authoritative quarters it was the 
feeling that in the end the lawyers 
|for the networks and the package 
| producers may con the Commission 
into a weasel, with the FCC stop- 
ping one or two of the worst ex- 
| cesses but letting the thing ride. 
|In that event, it was conceded. it 
will be just one more flash in the 
pan. 

However, it’s the feeling that 
only the enforcement of explicit 
regulations declaring funny money, 
telephone quizzes and like stunts 
not in the public interest can halt 
a boom which it’s acknowledged 
has grown to staggering dimen- 
sions. 


Thinking Is Reversed 


Even among those who have de- 
| precated the giveaway as a pass- 
ling fad and have been siding with 
idle actors, musicians, writers and 
jcreative people of all kinds against 
the current fever, it was the feel- 
ing that giveaway shows, if un- 
molested, were good for at least 
another two-year reign of popu- 
larity on the kilocycles. But the 
FCC “bombshell” has already re- 
versed thinking and _ program 
policy-shaping. NBC announced it 
won't take any more giveaway pro- 
grams pending clarification. The 
other three webs by report are 
busy trying to save their interest 
in these shows, of which over 40 a 
week are aired. (FCC, incidentally, 
said its rule would apply to AM, 
FM and television.) 

Alarm has spread beyond the 
networks into the advertising agen- 
cies, package producers and spon- 
sors. For over and above the 40- 
odd shows with their annual $2.- 


4 








500,000 plus in cash-merchandise. 


awards, an FCC enforcement would 
result in a complete overhaul of 


| programming, and it’s a question 


whether either the webs or the 
agencies are equipped for any such 
sudden drastic revamp. A _ time- 
and-talent investment of multi- 
million proportions would be 


Laffected, with deals currently in 


negotiation involved. 

NBC indicated that only the 
Ralph Edwards “Truth or Con- 
sequences” (in its sporadic tele- 
phone sequence, such as ‘Miss 

(Continued on page 30) 











Net’s Met Fret 


The off-again, possibly-on-again 
status of the Metropolitan Opera's 
1948-49 season (see story on Page 
one) this past week left ABC 
and the sponsors of two web shows 
still up in the air on fall plans. 
Stanzas are the Texaco-sponsored 
Saturday pickups of the Met and 
the Farnsworth-bankrolled “Metro- 
politan Auditions of the Air.” 

Webbers say “Auditions” may be 
able to take to the ether even 
though the Met remains shuttered. 
In that case, of course, the Texaco 
pickup would be out, but there's 
said to be some possibility that the 
web may air the short season of the 
San Francisco Opera. 





Hooper Facing 
A Slight Case 
Of Financing 


What interests the trade most 
about C. E. Hooper’s new popular- 
ity-projectable rating combo deal 
unveiled a couple weeks back, js its 
financing. Hooper announced that, 
“contingent upon acceptance” by 
his clients, he’d include the pro- 
jectable ratings in his twice-month- 
ly Pocketpiece and issue two U. S. 
Hooperating reports yearly, start- 
ing the Pocketpiece innovation in 
October. 

Since one U. S. Hooperating re- 
port already has been issued and 
the general concept of Hooper's 
projectable rating system is fa- 
miliar to the industry, it was the 
cost item which the networks, 
agencies and advertisers eyed spec- 
ulatively. For, Hooper said the ap- 
nual budget for this extra service 
would total $200,000. And he has 
decided to apportion it this way: 
$100,000 additional from the nets, 
each paying a proportion deter- 
mined by its percentage of total 
network time sales during the pre- 
ceding year; $100,000 additional 
from agency and advertiser sub- 
scribers, each paying a rate 3314% 
higher than now (involving a hike 
in ceiling for these clients from 
$1,200 to $1,600 monthly and “ad- 


| justment” in agency minimums to 


$100, advertisers to $50 monthly). ‘ 

The new rates would be effective 
next Jan. 1, which means that the 
new service would be free as an 
introductory offer (and “to provide 
time for inclusion in 1949 radio 
audience measurement budgets’) 
for three months. 

While the networks reportedly 
(Continued on page 33) 


From the Giveaway Centres 


Toots Shor’s “hucksters,” heretofore exclusively coneerned with the 
boxoffice end of radio, have finally caught up with the meaning of FCC, 
now that the Government agency’s giveaway edict hits them all be- 
tween the eyes. There wasn't a Shor’s table last Friday, when the D.C. 
threat broke, that wasn’t kicking around those FCC call letters and 


his San Fernando | debating the pros and cons of the lottery accusation ....The quipsters 
were no time at all getting in their licks. 


The FCC, they rumored, is 


packaging a new show called “Break the Back”... At least half a 
dozen of the country’s top magazines are caught with their giveaway 
exposes down....Among stanzas claimed in-the-clear is WNEW’s take- 
away, “You Can Lose Your Shirt”—because contestants don’t win any- 
thing, and only lose dough if they miss questions... Most often over- 
heard words of the week: “Well, we saw our attorneys and... ” 
Between the giveaway bombshell and the blowup of IATSE troubles 
on the WJZ-TV preem, ABCers from Mark Woods on down had as 
hectic a week as they want to contemplate... .Coziest place in town was 
NBC—where you could see the smoke coming up from another web’s 


He has an dens, floor or two below... . Editorials all over the piace in the upright 
‘ll be closer | press (which accepts contest ads, the webs note), one suggesting that 

pir to nc adage nto ee if | the biggest loss in the giveaway crackdown will be suffered by the car- 
o see 3 ..Feeling is around that emcees’ cracks to contestants that 
i Ye show live and | “all you really have to do is breathe in and out” or that “we have to 
Ba gpa me proced- | have some excuse for awarding this stuff” helped push the giveaways 


ure of platteying and shipping east | onto thin lottery ice... Most resigned comment from a webber who's 


an admitted giveaway dialer: “Oh, well, I only had one chance in 22,- 


000,000 anyway.” 





Washington, Aug. 10. 

Broadcasters need not fear los- 
ing their licenses if they continue 
to delete defamatory, libelous or 
slanderous statements from politi- 
cal broadcasts, FCC Chairman 
Wayne Coy told the Select Com- 
mittee to Investigate FCC at a 
brief afternoon session Friday (6). 
Coy, who had testified the opening 
day, Thursday (5), was recalled by 
the Committee to iron out the 
doubts created in the industry by 
the recent Port Huron decision. 

The Port Huron decision upheld 
Section 315 of the Radio Act that 
broadcasters would not censor ma- 
terial going out over the air, but 
stated it thought the licensee was 
not responsible in case of libel. 
FCC said it thought the speaker 
was libel, however, admitted before 
the House Committee that a Su- 
preme Court ruling would probably 
be the test. 

During the two days of hearings, 
Commission and industry’ wit- 
nesses were called. The hearing 
seemed on the horns of a dilemna 
until CBS exec veepee Joseph 
Ream took the stand. 

Two possibilities had been pre- 
sented by several of the witnesses: 
(1) allow the broadcaster power of 
censorship over libelous material; 
or (2) prohibit all censorship, but 
relieve the broadcaster of respon- 
sibility. 

Ream proposed returning to the 
status the broadcasters had main- 
tained before the Port Huron de- 
cision. He said his net had had no 
trouble in getting politicians to 
delete willingly anything libelous 
when it was called to their atten- 
tion. He said the industry had done 
very well without censorship dur- 
ing the past 20 years. 

Chairman Forest A. Harness 
(R.-Ind.) had been leaning toward 
such a solution, until the Commit- 
tee had more time to establish 
whether legislation was needed in 
this connection, so he called Coy 
back and the Port Huron case as 
a big stick diminished. . 

Elston Does a Burn 

Meanwhile Rep. Charles H. EI- 
ston (R.-Ohio) was indignant with 
FCC on several counts. He wanted 
to know if decisions were made in 
the legal department or on the 
Commission level. He questioned 
vigorously the right of FCC attor- 
neys to make such a ruling when 
the Congress which set up the 
Communications Act had original- 
ly included a clause to the effect 


(Continued on page 33) 


Myron Kirk Steps Up In 
Kudner Agcy. Revamp; 
Ed Sobol.as TV Head 


Pending switchover and over- 
haul of the ABC “Texaco Star 
Theatre” show as a N.Y. origina- 
tion next sedson is cueing a re- 
vamp of the Kudner agency radio 
setup, with Myron Kirk stepping 
up into a post of broader ex- 
ecutive powers as aide to agency 
prexy Jim Ellis. 

Ed Sobol, NBC tele producer 
prominently identified with the 
“Texaco Star Theatre” TV show. is 
moving over to the Kudner opera- 
tion to head up TV activities. He'll 
continue to direct the Tuesday 
night NBC 60-minute vaude layout. 

Agency is also moving Ed Cash- 
man into N. Y. as radio director to 
take over many of the duties now 
held down by Kudner. Move east 
by Cashman, which takes place 
after tlie current Gordon MacRae- 
Evelyn Knight ABC Texaco series 
runs out its string next month, 
closes the Kudner office in Holly- 
wood, as no other accounts are 
serviced from there. 

Cashman had headed up the Hol- 
lywood office for Kudner for the 
past year and a half and also pro- 
duced the Texaco show. He's a 
20-year veteran of radio and 
formerly was air topper for Foote, 
Cone & Belding and handled the 
American Tobacco account. 
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Swiss Prefer AFN Jazz Airers, But 
Soviet Transmitter Drowns ‘Em Out 





By DOROTHY HOLLOWAY + 


Berne, Aug. 3. 


American Forces Network shows, 
which have a surprisingly high | 
Hooper and Swiss radio listeners, 
have suffered increased interfer- 
ence over the past few weeks from 
what all hands here agree is a 
high-powered Soviet transmitter. | 
Swiss authorities report the first | 
big onslaught of jamming not only | 
to the highly popular AFN jazz| 





airers but to their own broadcasts |ence was with the J. Walter Thomp- | 


to Turkey and the Iron Curtain | 
countries in Eastern Europe. Fact | 
irks the radio toppers, particularly | 
since Switzerland has also main-| 
tained a neutral role in European | 
politics.’ The Swiss technicians are | 
presently experimenting on new | 
shortwave bands to Eastern Europe 
in an effort to override the inter- 
ference but so far have reported 
little progress. ‘ 

In contrast to the seldom heard | 
“Voice of America” programs, the | 
AFN shows enjoy considerable pop- | 
ularity on the Continent. Fact that | 
they concentrate on top network | 
music and comedy shows airing | 
wellknown U. S. stars provides | 
plenty of competition to the rather | 
slow-moving fare aired on the lo- | 
cal government systems. And, per- | 
haps even more important, up un- | 
til the recent Soviet crisis in Ber- | 
lin, the AFN transmitters operating | 
out of Hanover and Wiesbaden in | 
the American Zone of Germany de- | 
livered an excellent signal in most | 
of Europe. 


Swiss bureaucrats admit that | 
they have plenty of competition 
from the AFN stations since the 
government raGio airs a steady diet 
of serious and semi-classical music. 
As a result, the hepcats here rely 
almost entirely on the Yanks for 
their jive and popular dance music 
in the evening hours. Not more 
than a “handful” of listeners were 
reported for the “Voice” shows. 


(Frefich radio sources in Paris 
last week speculated—on the basis 
of reports reaching them from DX 
listeners in Eastern Europe—that 
the Russians may have activated a 
new high-powered transmitter in 
their sector of Berlin. The Swiss, 
however, are inclined to the view 
that the jamming comes from a 
Moscow transmitter ranging in 
power from 300 to 500 kw—the 
highest powered operation on the 
Continent. None of the other Eu- 
ropean countries beams shortwave 
programs on more than a 100 or, in 
a few instances, a 150 kw trans- 
mitter). The jamming of Allied 
plane communications on the air 
lift to Berlin has already received 
considerable attention in the local 
press but the interference to AFN 
airers is of more direct interest to 
the 1,000,000 Swiss radio homes. 


Meanwhile, the whole subject of 
international radio allocations be- | 
ing studied by the Provisional Fre- | 
quency Board in Geneva is now 
bogged down by new Russian op- 
position, according to direct reports 
by U. S. delegation members there. 
The Soviet reps at this conference 
have pulled a Gromyko by vetoing 
every technical suggestion put 
forth by the engineering staff of 
the Western powers. This attitude 
is in striking contrast to the be- 
havior of the Societ delegates who 
went along with 52 other countries 
in signing the international radio 
pact at Atlantic City last summer. 
The U. S. S. R. has replaced the 
Atlantic City contingent with a new 
batch of radio experts in Geneva 
who regularly take issue with the 
decisions reached there. 


Masterson Exits ‘B’fast’ 


John Masterson has resigned as 








manager of “Breakfast in Holly- 
wood” program. He’s part owner 
of the package and has managed | 
it.for seven and a half years. 


Ben Bodec to K.&E. 


Ben Bodec has resigned from 
VaRIETY to join the radio depart- 
ment of the Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency, effective Monday (16). 
He will handle talent buying and 


also program development under | 
Leonard Erikson, veepee in charge | 


of the department. 
Bodec’s previous agency >xperi- 


son Co. 


4 ‘Hiatus Entri 

Four ABC summer entries look 
set to survive the rash of warm- 
weather contenders. The casualties, 
come the end of hiatus time, are 
expected to include such stanzas 
as “Superstition,” “Criminal Case- 
book,” Margo Whiteman’s “‘Tomor- 
row’s Tops” and “The Comedy 


Writer’s’ Show.” ‘Ross Dolan, De- 
tective,’ already has been axed. 





| “Front Page” may or may not get 


a reprieve. 
The survivors’ will include 
'“Johnny Fletcher,’ ‘Go for the 


House” (unless the FCC giveaway 
ban hits it), “Get Rich Quick” (also 
threatened by the ban), “Second 
Honeymoon” (likewise), and ‘“Chal- 
lenge of the Yukon.” 


ler. , 
Other sustainers (pre-dating the 








he 





Lz Writer-Producer 


CLAYTON BRACE 


The Sunday a.m. Funny Paper 
| show which he scripts packs the 
| KLZ studio with kids and grown-ups 
every week. He is producer for such 
'KELZ shows as “Colorado Speaks.” 
“Penthouse Serenade” and “Joe Al- 
pert’s Barn Dance.” 

KLZ, DENVER 


Colgate Roster 
In Overhaul 








Colgate is once more in the 
‘process of overhauling its fall- 
winter program roster and it looks 
-now like Judy Canova, along with 


_Kay Kyster, gets the axe. Also in- | 


' volved is a switchover of the Col- 
' gate (Super Suds) “Blondie” show 
| from the 7:30 Sunday evening time 


Latter, of on CBS to Wednesday at 8 on NBC. 
course, has just snared a bankrol- | 


Here’s how the Colgate maneu- 
vers shape up: Dennis Day, origi- 
nally scheduled for a 13-week layoff, 


summer entries), definitely riding | is returning on Sept. 1, but moves 


into the fall schedule, according 
to program veepee “Bud” Barry, 
include “Candid Microphone,” 
“Child’s World” and “Amazing Mr. 
Malone.” 

Casualties “don’t stem in every 
case from failure of the show to 
click, Barry added. With ‘“‘Tomor- 


jinto the Saturday night at 10 seg- 
/ment, the Canova spot. Thus it'll 
be Day and Colgate’s “Can You 
Top This?” (9:30) as the back-to- 
back NBC showcase. Into the ex- 
Day spot on Wednesday moves 
, “Blondie” in October. 


| Meanwhile, Colgate has given the 


row’s Tops,” which he likes, it’s | okay to Prince Albert’s “Grand OI’ 


“just a matter of budget,” he said. 
Also, of course, returning shows 
will narrow down the number of 
gaps to ke programmed. 

Meantime, Barry disclosed, pro- 
gram salesman Margan Ryan is on 
a swing through the midwest with 
a couple of new packages for which 
ABC has inked exciusive sales 
rights. One is “My Romance,” 
subtitled “Harriet Holden’s Story,” 
formatted for either 15 or 30 
minutes across the board, each 
day’s episode retailing a complete 
love story. Show was packaged 
on the Coast by Carl Wester. 


Other stanza, put together with 
the William Morris agency, feat- 
ures Mike Dutton, better known as 
a radio producer, in a quarter-hour 
strip titled ““Mother’s Little Help- 
er.” He'd take a tape recorder 
into homes, ask housewives about 
their chores, and intro a little guy 
name Gadget to help with house- 
work. 


Barry also is dickering with Kay 
Kyser, whose “Kollege” was can- 
celled by Colgate, to do an hour- 
long, five times weekly daytime 
show which would be peddled in 
quarter-hour segments, a la Paul 
Whiteman’s late disk jockey stanza. 
Neither a deal nor a format set yet, 
though. Kyser, just in from 
Europe, had another huddle with 
Barry on the matter last week. 


Army’s ‘Time and Talent’ 
Deals for Fall Gridcasts 
Hikes ABC, Mutual Biz 


Army Recruiting Service, via the 
Gardner Agency, planted a couple 
of grid season billings this past 
week. 

Biggest slice of business went to 





|ABC for a Saturday afternoon | 


Opry” to occupy the Sat. at 10 
| Slot until Day takes over, when 
| “Opry” returns to its regular Sat- 
_ urday at 10:30 berth. 


Moppet Disk Jockeys 
To Be Guests of WOR 
At Convention in N.Y. 


_WOR, N. Y., is getting out in- 

vites to moppet disk jockeys 
| throughout the country to come to 
|Gotham at the end of August for 
a “convention” as guests of the 
station, with WOR’s six-year-old 
Robin Morgan (also of “Juvenile 
|Jury”), “dean” of them all, as 
| hostess. 


| What amazes station execs is the 
| number of knee-highs twirling 
| disks on the nation’s airwaves. In 
response to a conference call query 
on Mutual’s wires the other day, 
| WOR’s Bob Blake has received 


letters in behalf of: 
Sonny Queen, 8, of KWK, St. 








Louis; Bill Armstrong, 11, of 
KORN, Fremont, N. eb.; Bobby 
Womack, WDXB, Chattanooga; 


_ Joanne Brooks, WEBR, Buffalo 
(daughter of Foster Brooks, jockey 
on WKBW, Buffalo): Michael Hun- 

nicutt, Jr., 7, of WOL, Washington, 

son of WOL’s ayem gabber; Lynn 
McDonald, 11, of WCOH, Newman, 
|Ga.; Barbara Dale Morgan, 11, of 
| KCBC, Des Moines: Billy Bob Mc- 
| Alister, 8, of KICA, Clovis, N. M. 
| (who has been on the air since 3 


_and also covers baseball games). 


-ACE-HIKEN IN COMBO 
TO DO B’WAY REVUE 


Goodman Ace, writer-producer 











Masterson is currently in New| “Game of the Week” schedule call- and costar of the CBS “Mr. Ace & 
York conferring with ABC, agency | ing for two and a half hour airing ?@%¢ comedy show, and Nat Hiken, 
and client heads regarding the re- of eight games starting Sept. 18, Tadio comedy script writer, are 


placement of Garry Moore as el 
gram’s m.c. Moore is leaving un- 
der doctor's orders. 





SCHWARTZ F-C-B VEEPEE 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 





Play-by-play will be handled by taking a joint fling into legit next ABC. Winners will 


Harry Wismer. 


Mutual got an order with a long- With Anthony Farrell, “angel” of | Jr. 


er time tab. It’s for a 15-minute 
roundup .of..sperts highlights by 
Mel Allen, Saturday nights at 7:45, 
also teeing off Sept. 18. Deal is 


Milton H. Schwartz, director of | for at least 13 weeks and may run 


radio copy for the Foote, Cone & 
Belding agency here was named) 
a veepee last week. 


longer. 


Unlike some Army airers of the 


_ ; past which got free time and picked 
up only the talent check, both of 


He returned to the company last | these series will bill the military 


summer. 


for both time and talent. 


Season. They've signed contracts 


|last season's “Hold It” Broadway 
‘musical, to write a revue for the 
|Upcoming season. It'll be 
jon the theatre. 


|. Meanwhile Hiken, former writer 
for Fred Allen who scripted Milton 


Berle’s Philip Morris show last. 


Season, is slated for a return to the 


Berle fold if and when his Texaco | 


deal is consummated (see separate 
i story.) 


a satire | 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| Niles Trammell off on three-week fishing trip to Canada ... Jean 
| Hurley of Mutual’s program booking staff off on a two-month gander 
‘of Europe....Michael O'Duffy, WOR’s newly imported Irish tenor, got 
news via cable Friday (6) that he’s a father. It’s a boy, born in Dublin 
|. Helbros has given “Quick as a Flash” a Sept. 5 greenlight. ... 
|Gainesborough Associates peddling a Theatre Arts mag-sponsored Ty 
| show “Broadway on Parade,” calling for pickups from legit houses... . 
J. Donald Wilson, ABC’s Coast program topper, in for three weeks of 
homeoffice huddles, with accent on plans for the web's tele teeoff in 
L. A. this fall....Add Family Production Centres: it’s a 742-pound girl, 
Barbara, born Saturday (7), at the home of Dick Pack, WNEW’s pub- 
| licity and special events chief. 

| Ben Grauer’s career due for a reprise tomorrow (Thurs.) on John 
| McCaffery’s WNBC “Room 416”....Dubonnet Trio ‘Mac MacQuarrie, 
| arranger) broadcagting from the Hearst ranch in California Grattan 
| McGroarty, ex-UP foreign correspondent, and Michael Dann, ex-pub- 
| licity director of the New Haven RR, annexed to NBC’s press staff... 
| Lurene Tuttle has taken over Monty Margetts’ role in “The Guiding 
| Light”... “Lowell Thomas details the life of a newscaster in the Au- 
| gust Redbook... .Don Hirst, scripter on NBC-TY’s “You Are an Artist,” 
to resume legit thesping for one week as The Fool in Maxwell Ander- 
son’s “Elizabeth the Queen” at the Ridgefield (Conn.) Summer Theatre 
starting Sunday (15). 

Prospects brightening that Mutual’s “Newsreel” will have a fall bank- 
roller....Savarin Coffee picked up the WJZ tab on “Gangbusters,” ef- 
fective Sept. 11....ABC moved its tele department offices over the 
weekend from 30 Rock to the fifth floor of the web’s new video h.q. at 
7 West 66th Carl Jampel’s many irons in radio’s fire: besides script- 
ing “Archie Andrews” and the Slapsie Maxie Show, he’s (1) remodelling 
his recent “Suzie” audition to fit a time slot NBC has in mind; (2) ready- 
ing a situation stanza which Mutual will audition shortly starring Vir- 
ginia and Woody Klose, and (3) revamping his own quizzer, “Your 
Three Wishes,” in response to a biie MCA has for it....New baby son 
for Terry Clyne, Bulova account exec at Biow....Mrs. Gertrude Speer, 
formerly of WMPS, Memphis, and recently with Sperti, Inc., new sec’y 
to Johnny Johnstone in NAM’s radio-tele department... .Diane Court- 
ney again vacation-pinchhitting for Irene Beasley on “Grand Slam.” 

Staats Cotsworth and his actress frau, Muriel Kirkland, touring New 
England with palette and oil paints ...Les Tremayne and actress wife, 
Alice Reinheart, doing Mexico with Leicas....Russell Birdwell outfit 
has taken over publicity chores for the American Civil Liberties Union 

..F. J. Bingley, Philco’s chief TV engineer, wooed away by WOR to 
be chief engineer of its N. Y. and D. C. tele outlets....1948 Music 
Festival at Lewisohn Stadium tonight (Wed.) for the Amsterdam News 
welfare fund to be covered from 10 p.m. to midnight by WAAT, New- 
ark. Three gabbers, Paul Brenner, Jerry Roberts and Bill Cook, 
WAAT’s Negro announcer, will be on the job. ...Eloise McElhone now 
co-emcee (with Jack Bright) of NBC-TV’s “Try and Do It.” 


WCON, Atlanta, followed up ABC’s Commie documentary the same 
night with a “Communism-Georgia Brand” half-hour stanza Stude- 
baker buying the plugs on WNBC’s 6 p.m. news Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays starting this week Dorothy Francis into the ‘Stella 
Dallas” cast....Elizabeth Morgan new to “Backstage Wife’’... Grant 
Richards with “Our Gal Sunday” Guy della Cioppa, asst. to Harry 
Ackerman on CBS Coast programming, is spending a few weeks in 
New York, occupying office of Gerald Maulsby, web’s asst. director of 
public affairs, while latter vacations in Nantucket. Other CBS pro- 
gramming heads vacationing: Bill Fineshriber in Maine and Werner 
Michel in Canada....Toni Gilbert new addition to CBS writing di- 
vision, handling music-variety shows. Formerly with Wm. Esty agency. 

Revere Camera’s “All Star Revue” on Mutual being expanded from 
15 to 25 minutes starting tomorrow (Thurs.) night....WOR’s Dorothy 
(Kilgallen) and Dick (Kollmar) hopping to Europe Aug. 26 and will air- 
ship piatters home for their breakfast table stint until Sept. 19... .Joe 
Gottlieb now handling the Duke Ellington disk show from Harry S. 
Goodman’s office....Benton & Bowles’ Olga Druce, recovered from 
Surgery, planed to London Monday (9) to wax a couple of “House of 
| Mystery” sequences with all-British casts. ...Treva Frazee back in N.Y. 
for radio commitments after five weeks on the road in the legit, “Sun- 
_ down Beach,” which opens on B’way Sept. 7. 


_. Len Doyle and Fred Uttal have a new show for waxing. ... ABC mull- 
ing a new comedy featuring Bette Garde and Alice Frost, scripted by 
Norman Tokar, one of the “Aldrich Family” writers. ...WOV’s Arnold 
Hartley planes to Italy via Air France next Wednesday (18) to arrange 
dedication of a hospital, near Boggia, to the memory of F. H. LaGuar- 
dia. Ceremonies slated Sept. 1. From there he'll go to Paris to huddle 
with Radiodiffusion Francaise on Italian-language programs for wov 

_»-.-Jean Meegan quitting AP to work for Steve Hanagan....WWRL 

_ puffed up over its four-column spread in Monday’s (9) World-Tele...- 
FM stations, prompted by WGYN, getting together to tab Freddie Mar- 
tin’s the “FM Band of the Year”... General Electric renewed “What's 
My Name?” for another 52....WOR may book Mayfair Transcriptions 

“Damon Runyon Show,” half-hour dramats of his yarns ...24th floor 
terrace at 1440 B’way being fitted out as a sun deck for WOR em- 
ployees! 

IN HOLLYWOOD . . . 

|. Bob Hope made his first casting for next season’s new lineup by put- 

ting Doris Day under contract for the thrushing role... . Mutual passed 

/up Frank Graham's Quizzer, “The Man Said Yes” after paying for two 

—- Too similar to Ronson’s “20 Questions,” it was ruled.... 

Leg ok = be five Crosbys on the Philco platter that spins Sept. 29 to 
Riche wetabe on the new season. Four of them call the fifth papa. . 

| ight back where he started from is Jack Smith, who'll permanently 

io here. Carl Stanton. director of night time radio for Dancer, 

Pom ven & Sample, here to set up the origination, is also a home 
B > Stal Bill Brennan continues as director of the Smith strip and 

— mith scripts... .Dick Dorso and Al Levy of Century Artists swap- 

| spereting bases, with the latter taking the eastern trick. ... Dan 

reat ao oe nets, named program director of ILGWU’s FM sta- 

“Tite A aggoe Ba = e air in a few weeks....Beth Brown sold one of her 

la sot A hag erties, “Riverside Drive,” to Robert Cotton, indie pack- 

Fa Cashin 's warming up a sponsor for matinee airing in five 15’s...- 

| Wayn nay turned over Texaco Star Theatre to Bunny Coughlin, and 

Podnt yet doing standby duty for Hilliard Marks on “Let’s Talk Holly- 

“Blind D lle the regular cue flippers take their midyear sabbatical... 

~y ate” was “pgs with a new format by Jack Rourke ed 
e dated up with young film players and on the 

ae platter were Kathy Downs Ann Sterling toa. Joe Kirkwood, 
of ABC's le Barnes plays matchmaker... . Russ Hudson resigned as hea 

| be s western division sales service and recording department to 

Become sales manager of Audio and Video Products of New York. His 

| bought I: — tere read Lefler, aided by H. G. Fernhead. ... Admiral Radio 

It's = ho wpe oct “So This Is Hollywood” for telecasting on KTLA. 

Th our of street interviews, games and sundry hijinks... Bill 

“Cour te ee ,Wimpie) is starred in a 12-minute film for tele called 

to J - Store,” directed by Joe Parker. ...Mutual has gotten around 

o Jack Kir d and cul a record of his show, “Mirth and Madness, 

with Bill Grey “Gillian Leigh, Audrey Young and Irving Miller's orch 

....Hugh Beach, Newsweek's promotion manager, in town to check uP 


' ‘Wisse on page 32) 
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$2,000,000 Take for Sports-Conscious 
Mutual (10% of Total Billings) 


Mutual’s claims to fame (world’s + 
“largest” network, etc.). can defi- 


nitely include the distinction of be- PHILIP MORRIS COLD 


ing the most sports-minded of the 


a aki Sp oe , ‘ , 
webs—and making this type of pre. ON HEART S DESIRE’ 





‘gramming pay off handsomely. 


tabulation of Mutual’s billings fer 
sportscasis shows that for the cur- gan-packaged daytimer on Mutual, 
rent year they'll amount’ to is no longer Philip Morris’ desire. 
roughiy $2,000,000, or close to 10% Show, which has slipped as low as 
of the net’s total gross time sales. a program can get in Hooper’s 
it's significant, too, that this web Monday-ihrough-Friday stakes, is 
not only has been able to wrap up Peing dumped by the ciggie outfit 
bankrolling for virtually all of its °P Sept. 20. It’s a case of “De- 
sports stuff, but is here and there ‘S!T¢:. formatted by Morgan as a 
grabbing impressive rating payoffs Pre mate for his successful 
for these special eventers. Zale- Queen for a Day,” never quite 
Graziano~fight (sponsored by Bal- measuring up to the latter. 
lantine brew) early in June picked PM, which has bankrolled the 
off the No. 2 spot in Nielsen's Top , final quarter-hour of “Desire” for 


“= 


20. Ballantine happily jumped in Well over a year, apparently isn’t | 


with sponsor coin for last month's !¢aving Mutual's field, however. 
lightweight title bout between Beau . Ciggie outfit, via Cecil & Presbrey 
Jack and Ike Williams. agency, is reported closing a deal 

This fall Mutual will augment its pd Ss i ogc gr 
heavy sports schedule with its first be “Luncheon ot.Sauiva” 


airing of the Army-Navy grid “ paar tag 
classic. Additionally, a weekly Desire” is headed for a fade. 


sperts roundup by Mel Allen will " 
be sponsored Army Recruiting. 
Other sports events for which 





MBS picks up bankrolling include: 
Web boasts the only sponsored 
cross-the-board sports show, Bayuk 
and 48 weeks of horseracing bigh- tion of radio station WSAY of 
lights Saturdays. Rochester, N. Y., which asks treble 
It's noted, too, that every one of ter of law, submit to the dictates 
the sponsored sportscasts are full of the sellers as to the price to 


the Wortd Series, All-Star basebaii 
and football games, Indianapolis 
Speedway race, East-West football 
game, Cotton Bowl game, North- 
South football game. i ‘| - 
Cigars’ “Inside of Sports” with Bill I ) 
Brandt and Joe Cummisky. Only Washington, Aug. 10. 
items in this field carried sustain- American Broadcasting Co., has 
ing, in fact, are sports director Paul fieg a brief with the Supreme 
Jonas’ Saturday “Sports Parade” @Coy;:t in opposition to the peti- 
Next up on the web's sports damages from ABC and Mutual 
agenda is the College - porteconnge - Broadcasting System. 
National Pro Football League grid = 4Bc siates that WSAY’s basic 
clash Aug. 20. It'll be bankrolled jhesis is that in buying broadcast 
by Wilson Sporting Goods. time the networks must, as a mat- 
500-station affairs, which means be paid for such time. ABC feels 
they get wider airing than most of this would preclude any possibil- 
Mutual’s other programming. ity of the operation of a network 
|as a conesive unit. There is no 
‘precedent in anti-trust law ABC 





3 can find to support WSAY’s 
r A theory. ABC asked the Supreme 
Court to deny the petition. 


| WSAY claims the two nets con- 
r spired tu violate the Sherman 
or exXacod Act, and alleges that all four nets 
are engaged in an ore con- 
, , . spiracy to exclude radio stations 
t —— sc 4 Pa se tly or from the national advertising mar- 
al oot fee anaturing yesterday oe except at prices dictated by 
‘ues Kudner agency, — : 
whieh Pi. Ray Sanee Ramey Until 1943, WSAY was affiliated 
Berle pacting cues a moveover with Mutual. After that the radio 
of the ABC “Texaco Star Thea- station did business on its own 
tre’ from Hollywood to N. Y., terms with both ABC and Mutual 
with Berle in the emcee spot. He © a non-affiliated basis. ABC 
says the station dictated its own 


also takes over as permanent head . 
man of the Texaco Tuesday night terms, wnich both nets considered 
TV vaude show on NBC exorbitant until a Re ye 
ated met WSAY’s demands because 

vans alae Bi toovee toto N.Y, |a%, Mamepelcic, position os ibe 
next month, after the carrent oF a ae Be se Mo Por 
a saigh bg pe sl stations were affiliates. 

ae steppin : a rie * : 
lihood seat Evelyn Knight will | However, > apt Fay coe 
continue as the femme chirper. ‘W° new stations w 

Deal is also being negotiated to (Continued on page 32) 


8130 Wednesday “re-Crosby time 3-WAY CANDY PARLAY 
slot. instead of its cu : 
SUGARS ABC COFFERS 


slotting. Plan is to turn the late 
evening segment over to the 
Groucho Marx show, with Abbott Chicago, Aug. 10. 
& Costello scheduled for 9 Mars Candy is reducing its 
o'clock and Old Gold occupying stable of programs on NBC from 
the 8 to 9 segment with its newly- three to two and its competitor, 
acquired Original Amateur Hour. Schutter, will again pick up the 
\tab for “Counterspy” ‘on ABC, 
Lee starting Sept. 12. The Mars can- 
Earle McGill in Hosp _cetiation applies to “Dr. I. Q., Jr.”, 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. a Saturday morning event and be- 
Earle McGill, here for Loy Radio- = pete — Aug. 28 after a 
ision Di rs Guild conven- wee ’ ig 
eee was a eet and has Reason cited for “Jr.'s” shelving 
been confined in the hospital. His is that after Mars had on te 
ease hasn’t been diagnosed. its hookup for “Curtain Type an 
Outgoing national president of further swelled the = t for 
the organization had an internal this show it found \taneo 


5 # 
disorder for some days, but | overrun the radio bey and Al . 








" Sisted on flying from New York |Mars Also. still de available 1 


“Dr. I. Q.” ila 
for the meeting. He was ill YF. '. @ ver on a com 
on the plane throughout the trip, } Spy Wiing mext Monday‘ 
and was taken to the hospital di- ; 5:30-6 pr 
rectly from the airport. a 


“H . si ” 4 _ = : 
carts Desire.” the Ray Mor- | tin Déitier toa mew contract. ai- | 


| 
| 
| 


WITHIN TRADE 


' 
| 
| 
} 
| 
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It’s reported that the board of 


| directors of the National Assn. of | 


| Broadcasters, as an d@&thusiastic 
| endorsement of his administration, 
|is prepared to re-sign prexy Jus- 


| though the present one still has 
| about_two years to run. 

| The report has stirred pro 
|and con comment within the in- 
| dustry as to the leadership pro- 
| jected by prexy Miller since his 
appointment, and the overall ad- 
ministration of the NAB as an in- 
| dustry organization toward elevat- 
|ing the standards of broadcasting 


and protecting the breadcasters’ . 


interests. 
On one score in particular, the 
broadcasters concede, Miller has 


asserted the type of leadership 
the broadcasters long felt has 
been needed. That’s on the vigor- 
ous campaign he’s been carrying 
on to reverse the Mayflower De- 
cision and thus lift the radio edi- 
torial ban. Practically the whole 
industry will go along with Mil- 
ler on that one, and bestow en- 
coniums on him for his forthright 
approach to the whole campaign 
and his ability to back up the 
fight with a chapter-and-verse 
espousal of constitutional law. 

In the field of labor relations, 
too, the NAB, the broadcasters 
acknowledge, has put its best foot 
forward and can raise its head 
high for its accomplishments over 
the past two years. 


Television Slighted 


But from there on, there’s a 
sharp division of opinion among 
many of the key industry men as 
to how forcefully the NAB has in- 
tegrated itself into the broadcast- 
ers’ operational pattern. Many 
argue that, in his determination 
'to junk the Mayflower rule, Mil- 
ler has permitted too many other 
vital issues to go by the boards. 
This, they say, is particularly ap- 
plicable to television. 

Some go so far as to say that 
the NAB today is fully five years 
behind in its thinking on video; 
that only now, after the more 
ambitious broadcasters on_ their 
own hook have set the patterns 
and mace television a working 
reality, has the NAB discovered 
that there’s such a thing as TV 
on the horizon. 

What particularly gripes some 
broadcasters is the fact that most 
of the coin siphoned into the NAB 
coffers comes from these broad- 
casters who have staked their fu- 
; ture in television yet find that 
| turning to the industry organiza- 
| (Continued on page. 32) 


Indies Win Fight 
For Voice on NAB 


Non-affiliated radio stations are 
claiming victory in their long fight 
| to win an official voice for indies 
in the affairs of the National Assn. 
of Broadcasters. Justin Miller, 
NAB prexy, has confirmed the ap- 
pointment of a seven-man indie 
committee headed by Ted Cott of 
WNEW, N.Y., and additionally has 
named Howard Lane of WJJD, 
Chieago, and Calvin J. Smith of 
KFAC, Los Angeles, as board liai- 
son members. 

Committee members besides 
Cott are David Baylor, WJMO, 
Cleveland; Melvin Drake, WDGY, 
Minneapolis; Bob Maynard, WSVS, 
Crewe, Va.; Lawrence W. McDow- 
ell, KFOX; Long Beach, Calif.; 
Pete Schloss, WWSW, Pittsburgh, 
and Eugene P. Weil, WJRD, Tusca- 
loosa. 

Setup carries out a plan pro 
posed to the board by Cott, who 
has sparked the fight for indie 
representation at the last two NAB 
conventions. Miller advised Cott 
that he had asked Jess Willard, 
NAB exec secretary, to work with 
the indie group and that .Willard 
will huddle with Cott probably late 
this month to gander proposed ac- 
tivities of the committee. 
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Wonders Never Cease 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

A new type of bureaucrat 
has come to Washington with 
ihe arrivai of the new Federai 
Communications Commission- 
er Frieda Hennock. Miss Hen- 
nock is shocked to be taken 
to lunch by local correspond- 
ents—she expects to pay the 
check. 

Miss Hennock pointed to 
the leather couch in her lux- 
urious office. The leather was 
split badly, but she remarked 
airly: “It would cost. $250 to 
re-cover, so I told them not 
to bother. I don’t want to be 
an expense to the Govern- 
ment.” 

Another day when leaving 
a hearing one of the FCC 
minions ran after her and 
asked if he could eall a Com- 
mission car to take her where 


¥ 


eintraub’s Gabber Stable Tops 
Field: WW Deal Out of ‘Hucksters 


a 


William H. Weintraub’s outfit has 
emerged, with the inking of Walter 
Winchell for Kaiser-Frazer, as the 
top agency in the billing of com- 
mentators. New deal for WW puts 
him under the same agency as 
Drew Pearson, who is often Win- 
chell’s. nearest competitor in the 
gabber rating stakes. 


In addition to Pearson (for Lee 


-Hats) and WW. Weintraub’s stable 


,for the Wings shirts. 


of newsgabbers includes Don 
Gardiner on ABC’s “Monday Morn- 
ing Headlines” for Seeman Bros., 
and William L, Shirer on Mutual 
(Latter is 
off for the summer but returns 
Sept. 5). Seeman also bankrolis a 
Saturday ayem “Hollywood Head- 
lines” on ABC, future status of 
which is understood in doubt at 
the moment, 


Gabbers constitute all of Wein- 
traub’s program billings at the mo- 
ment except for Helbros’ “What 
Makes You Tick,” subbing for 
“Quick As a Flash.” (During past 


she was going. She refused . | season, agency also had “Sherlock 


with “I'll take a taxi.” 











Nielsen Setup 
in Revamp To 
Embrace TV 


A. C. Nielsen is revamping his 
whole approach to audience meas- 
urement to embrace television, as 
well as AM and FM radio. It will 
mean the virtual scrapping of all 
the Nielsen Radio Index audi- 
meters and reconverting ‘them for 
the three-way research job, al- 
though the Nielsen outfit believes 
it can salvage many of the AM- 
only audimeter parts. > 

Currently five weeks behind in 
his counting-noses rating service, 
Nielsen is also stepping up the NRI 
operation to service client with 
two-weeks-old tallies, thus closer 
approximating the Hooper service. 
Nielsen, now servicing clients on a 
twice-monthly schedule, is also 
moving into the once-a-week rating 
field. (Previously NRI had covered 
every week of-the year via a con- 
tinuous record, but had discarded 
50% of all the basic data. NRI, 
heretofore attaining a 65% U. S. 
coverage, is also set to move into 
full national coverage. 

Meanwhile, CBS’ Instantaneous 
Audience Measurement System 
(radar-ratings-while-you-wait), is 
being prepped for a late Septem- 
ber teeoff. It, too, will cover AM, 
FM and television, IAMS has also 
already 
among various trade segments with 


reported enthusiastic results. CBS | 


aim is to invite a full industry's 
“come-on-in” rather than restrict 
its use to Columbia programming 
and stations alone. 


SWEETS NEW PREXY 
OF DIRECTORS GUILD 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


Radio-Television Directors Guild 
closed its three-day national con- 
vention here yesterday ‘Mon.) by 
electing William Sweets, former 
N. Y. local head, as its prexy. 
Named to other posts are Charles 
Vanda, Hollywood, first veepee; 
Lyle Barnhart, Chicago, second 
veepee; Robert Lewis Shayon, cur- 
rent N. Y. local chief, third veepee: 





| William N. Robson, Hollywood, 


treasurer, and Oliver W. Nicoll, 
secretary. Latter is U. S. rep of 
Towers of London, package outfit. 


In the closing session of its sec- 
ond annual cenference, the RTDG 
approved four resolutions: Guild 
would take part in future FCC 
proceedings and hearings, Guild 
would have a national publication, 
Guild would have the complete 
organization of all 


unorganized 
freelance radio and television di-! rently 
rectors as well as bring to conclu- | 


sion contracts for them, . 


| 


} 


Holmes” for Trimount Clothes.) 


es It's believed Weintraub’s concen- 


tration on gabbers stems from a 
growing conviction, come what may 


jin programming fads, news stan- 


} 


' 


zas are the surest bets in rating 
payoff per dollar. : 
That Winchell Deal 

Purported inside story of hew 
Weintraub and his radio topper, 
Harry Trenner, sold Winchell en 
the K-F deal, listens like something 
out of “The Hucksters.” It's teld 
this way: 

Agency got the K-F account last 
March 30—the day before Wein- 


|traub’s wedding. At that time, 
‘the auto outfit was sinking a 
' $1,600,000 gross in a _ cross-the- 


board “Newscope” on Mutual. 
Weintraub felt that if K-F was 
going to spend money like that for 


‘a news show, why not get a top 


f 
4 


| 
| 


} 
, 


been sneak-previewed | 


; 


| 


' 
} 


; 
] 


} 


} 
} 


' 


; 


' 


’ 


name? When it became known 
that WW was parting company with 
Jergens, Weintraub and Trenner 
went to work. 

They made a couple of tentative 
approaches to him, feeling their 
way, but keeping identity of their 
bankroller secret. Then at 1 
o'clock one morning, Weintraub and 
Trenner, out with their wives, 
spotted WW in front of the St. 
Moritz hotel in N. Y. They sent 
their wives home, grabbed Win- 
chell, him into a cab and 
made for their agency office in 


Elgin, Wrigley 
Hooper Race 


With the brace of Elgin Thanks- 
giving and Christmas holiday 
shows moving over from NBC to 
CBS this year, and Columbia re- 
placing them with a pair of Wrig- 
ley-sponsored holiday attractions, 
radio is witnessing one of its keen- 
est rivalries in the bid. to out- 
Hooper each other. 

Apparently money is no object, 
and Elgin has upped the talent 
ante this year to an approximate 
$100,000 for the double matinee 
spread. Thus far it’s got Jimmy 
Durante and Garry Moore, in a 
reprise of their old Rexall team- 
up, Red Skelton and Vera Vague 
(with a flock of others to come) for 
the Thanksgiving show, and Ozzie 
Nelson and Harriet Hilliard. Cass 
Daley, Edgar Bergen and Danny 
Thomas thus far for the Xmas two- 
hour layout. 

Wrigley brace of shows, which 
will be slotted in the opposition 4 
to 6 p.m. corner on Columbia, 
shapes up as even more impressive 
on talent layout, with the Thanks- 
giving show including Danny Kaye, 
Kay Thom pson and Williams Bros., 
Amos 'n’ Andy, King Cole Trio, 

ey as emcee; Gene 
Autry, Louella Persons, Dorothy 
Lamour, Abe Burrows, arid An- 
drews Sisters. Xmas roster is cur- 
being shaped. Estimated 
Wrigley nut will probably exceed 





\ Elgin’s $100,000. 
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Detroit's WWJ to Expand This Fal 
With Accent on Topical Interest 


Detroit, Aug. i0. 


arranging to move into the fall with 
a considerable expansion of its live 





2 
_— 


WW4J-TV, Detroit News outlet, is | 





BLUE RHUBARB AGAIN 


program activities. While the aug- | POSES TV PROBLEM 


menting of the schedule is still in | 


the more-to-come stage, the items 
already posted disclose a sensitive 
appraisal of the type of local ma- 
terial that can best be adapted to 
the medium and of programming 
ideas that hold a topical interest 
for the viewer. 

In aligning the live entertain- 
ment segments, WWJ-TV prefers to 
think in terms of modest and in- 
timate presentation as far as studio 
originations are concerned, leaving 
it to remotes to dress up the 
schedule with the spectacular. 
WWHI-TY feels that with the bumps 
and levels in the road more clearly 
defined now, it can proceed with 
greater surety of step and direc- 
tion. 

Detroit ranks as one of the 
hottest sports communities in the 
country. Aside from the fact that 
sports make low-cost TV fare and 


is the easiest thing to sell, audience | 


checks consistently show that such 
telecasts fetch, and by a wide 
margin, not only peak attention 
but the most rabid boosting for the 
medium. A schedule can be well 


loaded with sports when other | 


events of equal importance become 
available, and it is from such situae 
tions that quandaries are born for 
telecasters intent on the broaden- 
ing idea. Problem, then is whether 
to give ‘em what they want most 
or stick to the blueprint. 


Heavy Football Sked 


WW4J-TV expects to have about 
the heaviest football schedule in 


the country and a stack of such | 
sports as ice-hockey, boxing, wrest- | 


ling and basketball. But it has at 
the same time cued itself to keep 


Television’s air turned blue | 
again last week, spurring renewed | 
talk in trade circles over what to | 
do to prevent such incidents. 

This time it was ballpark rhu- | 
barb that fouled up the TV waves. 
CBS-TV ‘was airing the Dodgers- 
Club games from Ebbets Field, 
Brooklyn, last Thursday night (5) 
when the umpires, several players 
‘and Cub manager Choliy Grimm 
got into a hassle, right over home 
plate, following a close decision | 
on Jackie Robinson's steal home. 
The parabolic mike behind home | 
plate sizzled with profane and ob- | 
scene oaths. 

CBS-TV ‘special events director | 
Edmund Chester said it just! 
couldn’t be helped. The field mike 
is set up to pick up the crack of 
the bat on the ball and the crowd 
noises, for atmosphere. It was 
true that, seeing a batch of 
rhubarb developing, a mike could 
be switched off. But he was afraid 
fans would just have to be tol- | 
erant. “It’s part of the game,” he 
suggested. 

Nevertheless, the breathing was 
easier when it developed that the 
fans evidently really were tolerant. 
CBS-TVers claim nary a beef was 
| heard. 


KTSL, Don Lee Telestation, 
Losing $4,536 Weekly 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Mutual-Don Lee Television sta- 
tion, KTSL, is operating at a week- 
lly loss of $4,536. Station, which 
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HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 
It Pays to Be Ignorant—CBS& 
and in person 
“Stop the Music” 
Currently Capitol Theatre, N. Y¥. C. 


Hush-Hush Operations 
Mark Installation Of - 
WBKB Microwave Link 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

WBKB microwave link, opened 
last fall between Chi and South 
Bend, Ind., is being extended via 
hush-hush installations along its 
sguthern leg. New towers in Laf- 
ayette, Ind., Champaign, IIl. and 
intervening points will pickup 
sports events at Purdue and Hlinois 
universities. Fall package of four 
Notre Dame, two Illinois and two 


Purdue grid games already has 
been offered for bankrolling at 
$40,000. 

With additional towers, WBKB’s 
relay system will assume semicir- 











/received its temporary commercial 


cular form, swinging southeastward 


rounding out the general interest | 
picture by the addition of a couple from the FCC about three months 
variety shows, another dramatic | ago, is taking in $464 and laying 
series, an ambitious weekly docu- out $5,000 weekly. 

mentary on what the city is doing; KTSL, currently airing 12 and 
to combat juvenile delinquency and | one-half hours weekly, has only 
an election trend study. The last; four commercials, all one-minute 
item will be a combination of man- | spots. Day and Night Water Heat- 
on-the-street -quizzing and _ poll-| ers is spending $56 per week, Bulo- 
reporting, with the figures derived | va Watches spends $250 weekly, 
either from the Gallup organization | with five one-minute spots; General 
or through a local surveying outfit. Electric is paying $58 per week, 
The delinquency project will have and Walco Lens goes for $100 
as a byproduct the placement of, weekly, with a one-minute spot 
video sets in playgrounds and other during the Friday night boxing 
centers of juvenile recreation. bouts. 

The appended variety inning will; Video station costs run $2,500 
be a weekly half-hour amateur for talent and production, while it 
procession titled “Television Try- is figured that station also spends 
outs.” WWJ-TV’s schedule already $2,500 on its technical operation. 
carries a professional vaudefest,| Commercial take varies slightly 
“Television Showcase.” The new | from week to week, it is reported, 
dramatic package is to be staged | due to sponsors who Step in for a 
by the Univ. of Michigan, with the | ©ne-shot spot or special event, but 
station picking it up Sundays from figure to date averages close to 
Ann Arbor. | this week's $464 take. 


Also on the agenda is a weekly 
visit with the Detroit Symphony | Spots Penetrate WBKB 


Orchestra, but the actual ee | Test Patt ern Time 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 


ing of this and other musical prop- 
WBKB is finding it easy to sell 





esitions depends on the outcome | 
of current negotiations with the 
Jocal musicians union, On the net- Spots on 


its test pattern time. firm of St. 


jfrom Chi. Construction of towers 
;dlong the southwest are would 
‘bring a dozen sizable cities and a 
‘vast rural area into WBKB’s orbit. 
What's not generally appreciated is 
the fact that relay towers can op- 
erate as slave stations, televising 
for receivers in the immediate area. 


Capt. Bill Eddy, director of 
WBKB, is understood to believe 
‘that in the non-remote future re- 
lay loops following the WBKB pat- 
tern will arch out from other met- 
ropolitan centers. A succession of 
loops, he predicts, will connect for 
network programming. If he’s 
right, some of the current thinking 
on the future of tele is slated for 
quick discard. 


CHI TELEVISION CITY - 
STILL IN MULL STAGE 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Chicago’s proposed $50,000,000 
Television City is still in the 
| cocoon stage, following announce- 
; ment of the project early this vear 
iby the Walter Butler contracting 
Paul. Development 








work (NBC) front the outlook is for They're being offered in two-min- | would be financed through L. J. 


at least three additional commer- ule segments, packaged with an- 
cial events via Kinescope. Definite- nouncer, slide and recorded music. 
ly set is Firestone’s half-hour vari-| Each client is limited to six 
ety show and Disney Hat’s Sunday’ spots a week, one day, and to a 


review of the news. The third is single week’s contract. 


a General Electric half-hour. 


ROACH SET TO START 
| VIDEO PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Hal Roach expects to be ready 
for video production within the 





month with his Halro Television ‘timore, New York and Buffalo. 


| 


j 


Corp., according to Hal Roach, Jr. | 


Roach, Jr., would not reveal any setup of each station, Hubbard’s 


‘factual information, but he related 
that firm is investigating the TV 


field thoroughly from production | 


and distribution angles to be abso- 
lutely sure they find the right di- 
rection before sinking money into 
medium. 


> eo 

| WSPD-TV’s 63% Billing 

' Toledo, Aug. 10. 
After only one week on the air, 

WSPD-TV, the Fort Industry tele- 

vision station in Toledo, has 63% 

of its air time on a sponsored 





_, The breakdown on this is: 12 
» hours, 25 minutes, per week com- 


_»* mercial; seven hours, 15 minutes 


j 


| 
} 





Hubbard’s TV 0.0. 


St. Paul, Aug. 10. 
Stanley E. Hubbard, KSTP prez, 
is back at the office with a mass of 
notes and ideas after a 10-day tour 
of TV operations in»Detroit, Toledo, 
Cleveland, Washington, Philly, Bal- 


While he scanned the overall 


main concern was with program- 
ming. 





Korn Kobblers on TV 

Korn Kobblers have been set for 
a video debut this fall via a 13- 
week half-hour show on NBC Tele- 
vision. Stanza, pacted by WNBT’s 
Warren Wade, will have a country 
store setting. It'll be a sustainer 


budgeted at between $750 and 
$1,000, with 52-week options. 


Kobblers recently concluded a 
54-week run at the Flagship 


wax a transcribed stanza for Fred- 
eric Ziv which is carried on more 





than 300 stations. They also rec- 


Sheridan, real estate outfit, using 
mortgage or debenture 
backed by equity holdings. 
Negotiations with. the Illinois 
Central R. R. are reported to be 
making gradual headway. Project 
would in part occupy air rights 
over the I. C.’s right-of-way. 


Nets and other local telecasters 
have been genuinely interested in 
the facilities blueprinted for the 
center, but none of them plans 
to stay en the hook while wait- 
ing for a greenlight, 


Tele Success Story 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Beacon Camera Co. was able to 
pay out on its first venture into 
video selling within a half hour 
after the fadeout of the debut 
show. Acount assumed the bill for 
the Knickerbocker variety program 
on WBKB the night of Aug. 1 and 
after showing «the Beacon flash 
camera in action, taking a picture 
of a dancing act on the bill, the 
blurb announcer told viewers the 
camera, bulbs and a gadget-bag 
could be had at a special reduced 
price for a phone call following 


money 














restaurant in Union, N. J. They | the telecast. 


The orders that piled in sufficed 
to give the sponsor not only a 
profit to cover the show's cost but 





ord for MGM disks. 


some velvet besides. 





Capsule Musicals Click 


Perhaps of all the program experimentation going on in tele. 
vision, the most solid impact, both in developing of potential TV 
personalities and in achieving a smooth rhythmic camera-produe- 
tion quality, lies in the series of five to 15-minute capsule musicals, 


notably on CBS-TV and NBC-TV. 


This is particularly applicable to the Johnny Desmond “Face the 


Music” show on CBS video and 


the NBC-TV back-to-back show. 


casing of Kyle MacDonnell (‘For Your Pleasure”) and Barbara 


Marshall's pianistics video vignette. 


a week-to-week development of 1 


its principals as strictly video headliners. 


Here are programs that show 
mproved techniques, establishing 
It’s definitely so in the 


case of Miss MacDonnel, Miss Marshall and Sandra Deel, the cur- 
rent femme attraction on the Desmond show. 

There’s mounting trade interest in Miss Deel, who originally un- 
derstudied Ethel Merman in the “Annie Get Your Gun” Broadway 


legiter and “crashed” video via the Barry Wood show. 


And the 


interest is justifiable, for she’s unquestionably the hottest thing 


to come in contact with the tele 


cameras since Miss MacDonnell. 


The gal’s got personality, looks, animation, a fine set of pipes, and 
they all get a TV projection that’s top drawer. 

Barbara Marshall's one-woman briefie at the ivories also adds up 
to class video stuff. Those camera profile shots fail to do her full 


justice, and they're overdone. 


But with the full-face and finger 


manipulation accentuation, combined with her Grade A_ pipes 
here’s a looker who’s unquestionably a valuable TV property. ‘ 

The trend on these shows is toward small combo musical back- 
grounds, and the Norman Paris Trio on the Kyle MacDonnell show 


and the Tony Mottola Trio and “ 
distinctive. 


Face the Music” are particularly 
Rose. 


DADA DADAAAAADADAAAAAAAAARALARAARAA OTT eT 


Television Reviews 


PESCCOOCSCOHCOPOEE. - 


BALTIMORE SINGS 
With Louise Verna, Marilyn Burke, 

John Evans, glee club 
Director: James Allan Dash 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from Baltimore 

Piped from the Baltimore WBAL- 
TV outlet as early evidence of 
NBC’s smoothly functioning tele- 
vision network, ‘Baltimore Sings” | 
is a dignified musical program pre- 
pared with care and executed with | 
taste. Although not entirely suc- | 
cessful, this show still rates as a 
firstrate model for the adaptation | 
of straight musical shows for video. 
Like the Toscanini symphony ses- 
sions, this program attempted to) 
add a visual dimension to the mu- | 
sic via fadeouts, superimpositions 
and other camera tricks, all of 
which were expertly handled. 

On the network preem (3), a 40- 
voice glee club with Louise Verna 
and John Evans as soloists deliv- 
ered a program of semi-classical 
numbers ranging from Brahms to 
Noel Coward. While rendered with 
high polish, the bulk of the 
selections were interpreted with 
such a quality of sameness that a 
bit of monotony resulted. Greater | 
variety in the type of music and) 
more flexibility in vocal tone is in- 
dicated for best entertainment re- 
sults. 

Some of the camera byplay, 
moreover, was entirely superfluous | 
thus detracting, not adding to the | 
screen’s interest. During one num- | 
ber, for instance, Marilyn Burke 
performed an interpretive dance to | 
accompany Gypsy music, but the | 
dance was superimposed on the 
glee club for no reason at all. 
Superimpositions have to be used | 
to give the illusion of movement, | 
but why use them only to blur the | 
visibility of actual movement? It | 
was a case of.a right idea used at | 
the wrong time. 

Final shortcoming of the pro- | 
gram was the emceeing of James | 
Allan Dash, musical director of the 
company. His manner was stiff and | 
his comments were unconvincing | 
in their floridity. Herm. 


{ 





WHAT WILL THEY THINK OF 


NEXT? 
With Ed. Herlihy, emcee: Janet | 
Graham, Arthur Q. Bryan, Harry | 
> Hush 
roducer-director: Lau 
Schwab a 


3 } 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 


Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from New York 
This new show has endless 


possibilities for the format is based 
upon demonstration of gadgets. 
Whether they're practical or not is 
beside the point. These con- 
trivances were trotted out by 
emcee Idd. Herlihy in a simple liv- 
ing room set on WNBT, N.Y... Mon- 
day (9), before the collective 
amazement of mag writer Janet 
Graham, radio exee Arthur Q. 
Bryan and a Harry Hush, de- 
scribed as a “business man.” 
Judicious use of the camera via 
varying shots helped point up the 
Merits (and disadvantages) of such 
devices as a burglar.alarm for cars 
a mechanical man, a music writing 
typewriter, a shoeshine box for fat 
men, ete. Herlihy, who introed the 
respective creators, deserves credit 
for laying a wealth of enthu- 
er a flock of silly inven- 







Not the Neast of the demonstra- 
tions was one Wit of business uhere 


roof qualities. 


| have 









model's 


sleeves was. 


+ 


“YEP PTHCCOCCEECEECESeeoe4 


dress. He harmlessly doused her 
with a sprinkling ean, but weil 


|telegraphed was the reverse when 


she poured water on the wrong 


sleeve. 


For a closer there’s the “Brain- 


storm Dept.” That consists of ideas 
\submitted by viewers. Their sug- 


gestions are exhibited by means of 


'slides and Herlihy’s running com- 


ment. Boiled down, “What Will 
They Think of Next?” is a step 
ahead of the usual tele novelty 
show and should gather momentum 
as it gadgets along. Gilb. 


NAVAL AIR SHOW 
With Chick Morris, others 
Producer: Ralph Giffen 
Sustaining 
WBZ-TV, Boston 

Most ambitious and best locally- 
produced telecast so far, this one- 
shot show held the mirror up to 


|the U. S. Navy’s airbase at Squan- 


tum in Boston harbor in a simu- 
lated aerial task force launching 
from a carrier. 

Nicely routined, show. narrated 
by WBZ’s special events broad- 


|caster Chick Morris, moved aiong 


fast with officers in charge of dif- 
ferent phases of the operation be- 
ing interviewed on reasons for tac- 
tics as they progressed. Action 
centered on dive bombers and 
fighters loading and taking off un- 
der carrier conditions. 

Climax came with a simulated 
crash, fire fighters and medicos 
dragging a dummy out of a crashed 
plane. Did the job in about three 
minutes in a plenty exciting scene. 
Near the end of the show lookers 
had a chance to see landing officer 
wig-wagging planes back onto the 
strip, pilots coming in on instru- 
ments. Additional suspense was 
added by fact a fog bank was roll- 
ing in and the instrument and 
ground control landings were not 
exactly mere demonstrations. 


Narrative was exceptionally well 
handled by Morris, himself an ex- 
Navy man, with nice camera work 
giving the show a good image for 
lookers. A few more like this and 
video will really begin to take in 
the Hub. Elie. 








Tele Followup 








WGN-TV, Chicago, seems to 
evolved a_ protessionally 
sound pattern for its Wednesday 


night “Club Television” but there 


are lots of loose ends that will 
have to be tucked in before it can 
be classified as Grade A fare. The 
series, which has been on since 
April, stands in need of more im 
aginative opening and kiss-o8 
which would impart a characte! pr 
its own to this 60-minute runoff © 

nightclub diversion. ars 

The program's current resor 

couples shuffling around the dance 
floor as “bookcovers” appears. te 
be more of a case of marking time 
than an effective answer. Las 
Wednesday’s (4) installment, = 
spite the interpolation of a - 
fashion parade by way of left fie , 
added up to a nicely balanced =e 
pleasant vaudeo bill. Gene Shel 
don doubled from his stylized m!x 
ture of character mimiery a? 

banjo antics to m.c.ing the 4" 
ceedings. Recruited also from 10 
cal boite stands were Countess 
Marina, who Hilegardes ’em “ i i 
not-too-vulnerable bits of leget —" 
main, Jill Adams, a whirlwind of 
a tapdancer with lots of pedal per 


(Continued on page 35) 
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‘TV, Stay Way From My Door’ FEEL BYPASSED WIZ-TV Preem Almost Blows 


Pacting of Charles O. Hedlund, sales exee whose specialty is the 
apparel, textile, chain and department store fields, to the CBS-TV 
sales staff, accents the policy being laid down by the Columbia 
network in building up its video sales structure. By bringing in 
outsiders with an appreciation of know-how techniques, CBS is 
determined not to upset the AM sales department apple cart. 

The network, for example, is trying to discourage the standard 
broadcasting salesmen from wooing TV even to the extent of trying 
to keep television sets out of their homes (‘although the web ac- 
knowledges that if a radio salesman wants to buy a TV receiver 
there’s nothing the network can do about it). But CBS recognizes 
that the night-to-night impact of video watching might give the 
salesman ideas about embracing the new medium. Thus CBS can 
only go on the premise that the TV set costs are still a retarding 
factor and contributing toward keeping the sets out of the sales- 
men’s homes. 

More and more CBS, too, is adopting the policy of integration, 
whereby key figures on the network, and particularly owned and 
operated stations, are moving into the video sales picture, but with 
the aim of an eventual buildup for these men into the key tele 
positions. 





Based on a conviction that the 
independent producer in television 
may be the deciding factor in the 


D.C.’s 15,500 TV Sets 


* W4JZ-TV’s 


|immediate progress of tele pro- 
| gramming, a group of indie TV’ers 
‘are banding together for the forma- 
tion of an Independent Television 
| Producers Assn. 

| For some time there’s been a 
| feeling among the indie producers 
ithat they must organize 
| as a matter of protection or preser- 
| vation and that the contribution 


| of the indies to the creative side | 


‘of TV programming has too long 
been bypassed. It’s felt that, as a 


if only | 


Washington, Aug. 10. | 
The Washington Television Cir- | 
culation Committee announced | 
ihat as of Aug. 1, there were 15,- 
500 tele sets installed and operat- | 
ing in the D. C. metropolitan 
| area. 
This represents an increase of 
1,750 sets over the _ previous 
month. 





IN TELE SPAFA) A Union Fuse, But Show Goes On 


(N. Y.) splash teeoff 
| last night (Tues.), headlining a re- 
| vival of old Palace vaudeville days, 
j}encountered an I1lth-hour union 
jurisdictional fight which threat- 
ened for a time te blow the open- 
ing night’s agenda skyhigh. It was 
not until after the ABC network, 
owner of WJZ-TV, got a Federal 
court restraining order and went 
through hours of frenzied phoning, 


‘arguing, huddling, that the head- 
| ache was temporarily eased to per- 
|mit the show to go on. 


It all came about when the Lo- 








| group, the indies sit on a much 
| more comprehensive vantage point 





‘eal No. 1, International Alliance of 
Onl | TV Show | Theatrical] Stage Employees, de- 
y limanded 50% of the jurisdiction 


‘over the television cameras at the 


Plans Pushed For TV Writers Guild: 
‘Subsid Setup For Whodunit Boys 


With the Authors League of + 
Zero Mostel’s TV Show 


America preparing to form a Tele- 
vision Writers Guild as a new af- 
filiate group, the Mystery Writers ‘ ie 
of America is also taking steps to| Zero Mostel’s television disk 
protect its members in the video ay Pore’ on A ig" ~ be 
izati re mov- station in New York, orig- 
Seek. = Dath -ereematens © inally scheduled to start in two 
weeks, has’ been _ indefinitely 
postponed. The comic -fractured 


ing to set up a system on the prin- 
his leg last weekend at his summer 





ciple of lease rather than outright 
sale of material for TV. 


than the networks, and certainly 
more than the agencies. This is 
based on the fact that the indies 
| vary in background—films, radio, 
‘legit — whereas the webs have 
‘largely pooled their creative re- 
sources from radio alone. While 


lin some instances the agencies have | 


made commercial film, this aspect, 
it’s pointed out, has been more 
| or less in a supervisory nature with 
'the actual work farmed out to 
‘commercial film outfits. 

| Further, it’s felt that there are 
;a multitude of union problems to 
| be answered and general industry 
| policies to be laid down, and that 
ithe indie influence must be able 
i|to assert itself. 


Giy Suspect 
Television, it turns out, not only | 
is young but almost entirely in- 
|nocent of the giveaway curse, as 
described in the FCC’s proposed 
crackdown. The effect is to steer 
TV into the straight and narrow, 
as regards this defection in pro- 
| gramming, almost from scratch. 
TV, of course, isn’t big enough 
yet to have attracted any golden 
flood of civeaway coin and mer- 
;chandise comparable to radio's. 
; But a checkup this week on the 
|N. Y. seene showed that, aside 





Palace theatre. ABC was bound 
by contract to give jurisdiction 
over all technical. equipment, in- 
eluding cameras, to the National 
Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and 
Teehnicians. ABC, after fruitless 
parleys with the unions, went to 
the National Labor’ Relations 
Board. The latter on Monday after- 
noon (9) obtained an order from 
Federal Judge Samuel H. Kaufman 
restraining I[ATSE from interfering 
with last night's telecast. 


But the jurist at the same time 
set a hearing for tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) at which IATSE will be asked 
to show cause why it should have 
an: jurisdiction over the TV pick- 


Situation within the Authors | home at Wilton. Conn. | + tt ea from a few shows featuring studio |} up. And the outcome of this hear- 
League is somewhat confused. At Show was te hive been a hare. |. amy ‘a individual _— | audience contests, charades, etc.,| ing promises to be of vast signifi- 
a recent meeting of the eastern | pendents to participate in Four apparently the only video stanza/ cance to the tele industry, since 


hour featuring Joey Faye and to 
have had a semi-situation format. 
Martin Gosch is producer. 


Pitt. Twiddles 


half of the League’s television 
committee, it was decided to rec- 
ommend to the League council the 
immediate formation of a Tele- 
vision Writers Guild. This was on 
the recommendation of the Coast 
branch of the TV committee and 
presumably had the backing of the | 





| A’s committee negotiations was 
one of the factors behind the 
| move for formation of ITPA. Mar- 
tin Gosch, who created the recent 
“Tonight On Broadway” CBS-TV 
series, and who is sparking the 
new organization, points out that 
he, along with Lawrence Langner 
and William Fitelson, among other 





with a gimmick offending FCC’s 
lottery ideas is CBS-TV’s “Scrap- | 
| book, Junior Edition.” 
| The Sunday kid show only last | 
| week introed a weekly phone eall | 
| to a juve televiewer. He's asked to 
| listen to a nursery rhyme, look at a 
| picture on the screen illustrating | 





it may establish the pattern for 
future union operations in theatre 
pickups by video. It’s a jurisdic- 
tional showdown which has been 
brewing for months. 


Stalemate 
ABC has been negotiating with 


np ete roan : lit. . at’s wr i IATSE sit.ce June 1, but Rich 
S Maaever, tae Fac atananeety : representing: vartons) pregrant:out- a aoe sg tay Be | Walsh, union prexy, refused ‘ 
owever, the a : um S fits, have been denied the right | ¢, = | re 
asked the League to hold off for- | | games, ete. /compromise. Meantime, NABET 


mation of the new Guild, at least 
for the present, so the matter is 
now in abeyance. SWG explanation 
was that it doesn’t want any new ; 
affiliate to interfere with its | Mont still insists its video station 
“proper” jurisdiction over films. will be in operation before the 

Exactly what this means isn't | year’s up. Company announced last 
clear. The League is understood to | week that it would get on the air 
have been willing to recognize the | in the fall ‘unless unforeseen de- 
SWG's jurisdiction over the sale | lays occur.” Originally DuMont 
of TV vights to material written | had said it should get going this 
for theatre exhibition films. How- | summer. ; 
ever. scripts for films produced ex- Transmitter building is under 
pressly for video would be under | construction now in Perrysville dis- 
the jurisdiction of the new Tele- | trict, and tower and equipment are 
vision Writers Guild. It’s figured | already said to ‘be ordered. It’s 
that the SWG may want complete | considered opinion, however, 
clarification of this point before | among radio men that WDTV, the 
proceeding with the revised setup. | DuMont outfit, will be lucky to get 

There are two basic aspects of | going by early 1949. 
the TV situation as regards the In meantime, there have been 
Authors League organization. One 
is the question of financing. The 
other is the matter of emphasis 
on salary and freelance writers 
within the League. The two groups 
inevitably have somewhat conflict- 
ing interests in the various writing 
fields. and each has always tended 
to bolster its own approach. 

The question of financing is ad- 
mittedly a toughie, particularly 
with the monetary affairs of the 
affiliate Authors Guild already in 
shaky condition. It’; estimated that 
it would cost about $12,000 a year 
to organize and operate a Tele- 
vision Writers Guild. There are 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. 
Television still looks to be some 
time away locally although Du- 


remaining channels locally. There 
are about three times the number 
of applications than there are 


mission was to have heard argu- 
ments in June, then they were 


postponed to July and now no 
definite date has been set for them. 


Sindlinger East Coast 
Video Study Set to Ride 


Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 





new delays in FCC hearings for) 


availabilities in this district. Com- | 


Directors of Sindlinger & Co., | 


to join with the networks and the 
agencies in 4A’s meetings. 

The contention on the part of 
many television people ‘clients 
and agencies, as well as independ- 
ents) that network operation is not 
the sole answer to television, wis 
another factor prompting organi- 
zation of ITPA. Rapid develop- 
ment of the microwave relay 
which, some hold, might knock 
‘the pins out from ander coaxial 
cable; the big variable among 
clients with respect to film vs. 
live shows—these, the indies point 

(Continued on page 32) 


Tele Mfrs. Eye 
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| 








~ Foreign Markets 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
Several Radio Manutacturers 
Assn. agencies are taking initial 
steps to develop a future market 
‘overseas for American television 


‘transmitters and receivers. While | 


‘there is no present foreign mar- 
ket, domestic demands being far 
beyond possible current TV pro- 
duction, the industry through 
RMA plans to develop and insure 
a future overseas market. 

Plans are being developed in co- 


| Won’t hurt the show any to cut | 
the call, CBS-TVers said. 
| 


GUEDEL’S THREE SHOWS | 
TO BE TESTED FOR TV 


; Hollywood. Aug. 10. 

Television treatment via _ film 
will be given the three audience 
participation’ shows controlled’ by 
John Guedel Productions. On a 
recent trip east Guedel proposed 
| the project to the sponsors and all 
/were heartily in accord. 

Filming of “People Are Funny.” 
“G. E. House Party” and Groucho 
_Marx’s “You Bet Your Life” will 
be strictly experimental with the 
clients to test the efficacy of time 
i buving and duplication in selected 
markets. To meet the expanding 
tele operation, Guedele has taken 
an entire wing of a Hollywood 
* building. 


_ ABC-TV’s Sept. Chi Bow 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
ABC’s WENR-TV beams its first 
|test patterns this week, with the 
‘formal teeoff coming Sept. 17. Sta- 
tion studio and offices will be lo- 
‘cated on the 44th floor of the Civic 
‘Opera Bldg. 

Amateur bouts from the Madi- 
‘son Athletic Club are among the 
‘shows set for lensing, with “Break- 














also stood pat: it had a contract 
with ABC and it expected the web 
to live up to it. Monday, when it 
became apparent that no. setfle- 
ment was going to be reached, ABC 
nrexy Mark Woods filed unfair la- 
bor practice charges with NLRB 
avainst IATSE. ABC, he said. was 
about te be “the innocent victim 
of a jurisdictional dispute. The 
problems involved were not of our 
creating or choosing.” 


Walsh’s stand, it was reported, 
was that he had been dickering 
with the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, also a radio 
envineers’ .3i0n, on a division of 
authority and work in tele, and 
IATSE felt it would endanger 


| these negotiations if NABET were 


allowed to move into the Palace 
for the WJZ-TV_ kickoff, unless 
there was a 50-50 split with IATSE. 
When the dispute blew up the 
first of this week, Walsh and all 
other top IATSE officials had gone 
to Clevelard for their union’s con- 
vention. Reports simmeréd around 
that the stagehands wouldn’t show 
up for last night’s show, that the 
balcony of the theatre had been 
closed, that only two ushers and 
the assistant manager had agreed 
to show up for the WJZ-TV preem. 
Teamsters’ union had also entered 
into the picture, on the cuestion 
of hauling TV equipment to the 
house if IATSE stayed away. 


figured to a maximum of 200 -adio-TV listening research | operation with the management | a nsing ‘-| But by yesterday morning the 
tele pelican the country. How are ape ah pease (Mon.), and members of the RMA Trans- fast Club” and “Ladies Be Seated” trouble had blown over, and all 
= ie oad ‘mitter Division. under Chairman earmarked as sure futures. Station; hands pitched in for the time 


soon the medium will be self-sup- 
Porting and will enable a scripters’ 
organization to operate in the black 
S anyvone’s guess. 

Although it apparently has no 
intention of getting into the video- 
Writing setup, the Mystery Writers 

America is anxious to protect 
the material its members have 
Written for the literary field. 


okayed a go-ahead on a qualitative 
television study in an area to ex- 
tend from Richmond, Va., to Port- 


TV coverage goes on the Washing- 


Boston hookup. 

Action was taken at a first an- 
nual directors’ huddle here which 
elected Albert E. Sindlinger prexy, 
Walter E. Sindlinger as veepee in 
charge of operation, and Harold 


Kieran’s Tele Corner R. Reiss veepee in charge of en- 


Wal i igned | Sineering. Robert B. Wolf was 
by yo  rteage Se named secretary and Cc. A. Nor- 
weekly stanza based upon his | bury treasurer. Other directors are 
radio show, ““Kiernan’s Corner.” | Julia K. Rosenwald and Roy 

gram will originate on WJZ-TV | Heyman. ? 
@S a Wednesday 7 to 7:15 p.m Radox system of easiness 
feature Starting tonight (11). measurement of tele, FM and A 

ernan will interview visitors | listening will be made available to 

to New York City concerning the | clients of Sindlinger on a rae 

te of the nation in their parts| cial basis starting mext Monday 
of the country. (fB). 








land. Me., and as far west as the 


ton - Baltimore - Philly-N.Y.-Albany- | 


T. A. Smith and the RMA En- 
gineering Department. 

A technical problem is the gen- 
eral use overseas of 50-cycle 
power. American manufacturers 
have had limited experience with 
50-cycle power. The U.S. stand- 
ard of 325 lines in tele pix is also 
at variance with some parts of 
Europe and Latin America. This 
presents technical as well as com- 
| mercial problems. 


~ Melvyn Douglas Into TV. 


Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Melvyn Douglas will produce 12 
‘television pictures concerning early 
| California history. 
Telepix 
duration and filmed on 35m. Doug- 





will be of half-hour | 


also plans to organize a stock com- ! 
pany of pros and amateurs. | 

Chicago Daily News, which has | 
ino affiliation with WENR-TV or 
‘ABC, will issue a special tele sup-| 
|plement to mark the TV bow. 
Hlllagde — | 
Capt. Billy’s TV Showboat | 
CBS-TV next Monday (16) will | 
| preem, as one-shot tryout, a new | 
| Robert Maxwell-packaged variety 
‘stanza, “Capt. Billy’s Showboat,” 
starring Ralph Dumke of the early 
day radio comic team of (Ed) East 
2 Dumke. Cast , will -include 
| Johnny Downs, Juanita Hall, Betty 
| Brewer, Bibi Osterwald = and 
, George Jason, with music by John 








Gart. 
Paul Killiam is producing. as- 


' 
! 


being. 


Chi Securities Dealers 
Take Plunge Into Tele 


: Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Group of securities dealers in 
Chicago have set up an organiza- 
tion to deal in open-end invest- 
ments in the station operating and 
manufacturing phase of the tele- 
vision field. It calls itself Television 
Fund, Ine., with Paul Just as presi- 
dent. 

Setup is now going through the 
process of getting SEC appreval 
and qualifying in selected states 
according to local Blue Sky laws, 





sisted by Alan Ducovny of Max- since it is intended to dispose of 


‘las will release through his Melvyn | well’s staff. Show will be in the | shares in this mutual investment to 


‘Douglas Enterprises. 


' 8:30-9 segment. 


the public, 


<< 


ote 
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centine B casters Denounce V. S., 
Claim It's All a ‘Sinister Plot’ 





Montevideo, Aug. 3. 
Argentine Broadcasters’ 
Assn. has issued a fiery com- 
munication of the sinister “plot | 
which very powerful foreign inter- | 
ests had worked out to do moral | 
damage to Argentina in her own | 
capital city,” and seizing on the) 
controversy between Brazil’s | 
broadcasters as to whether the Ar- | 
gentime Assn. should be expelled 
from the Inter-American Assn. as | 
proot of the fact that most Latin- | 
American radio interests were op- | 
posed to signing the declaration 
ascribing abolition of freedom oi | 
speech in Argentine radio. 

“Democracia,” one of the Gov- | 
ernment-controlied (Senora de) 
Peron) im Buenos Aires, published | 
an editorial this week charging | 
that freedom of speech was non- | 
existent in U. S. broadcasting, and | 
pointing to an alleged refusal by 
the majer U. S. networks to grant | 
time te Henry Wallace for his 
electoral propaganda, as proof of | 
this state of affairs. 

The net result of the Inter- | 
American Assn.'s meeting in! 
Buenos Aires is that no unity exists | 
amongst the hemispherc’s broead- | 
casters, and the general impression | 
in Buenos Aires is that the aSSO- | 
ciation might just as well go out of | 
business. 

The Buenos Aires fracas led te | 
a schism in the Brazilian broadcast- | 
ing world, with the long-standing 
differences of opinion between the 
Rio -de Janeiro and Sao Paole out- 
lets coming to a head and crdeking 
inte the open. The Sao Paolo 
broadcasters were in favor of sup 
porting the expulsion of the Ar- 
gentine association, whereas the 
Rio de Janeiro delegates were op 
posed to this, presumably to avoid 
puttmg any stymie in the way of 
an Argentine-Brazilian commercial 
agreement which involves a plenti- 
ful order for Argentine wheat from 
Brazil. 

Colombia also withdrew it’s sup- 
port of the motion criticizing Ar- 
gentine radio’s position of subserv- 
ance to the Peron regime, with the 
Colombian Broadcasters’ Assn. (set 
up by the Colombian government | 
aiter the Inter-American meeting 
had got under way in Buenos 
Aires) appointing the Colombian 
consul in Buenes Aires as delegate 
at the confab. Once he had got 
his credentials accepted by the Ar- 
gentine association, this Colombian 
delegate (who has no connection 
whatsoever with private Colombian 
broadcasters) spent his time trying 
to invalidate the representation of 
the Colombian radio outlets. 


BBC Gangup Laid 
To RCA Pressure 


Montevideo, Aug. 3. 

The Cuban and Mexican attacks 
against the BBC are attributed 
here to pressure from RCA (of 
which they are distributors in 
their respective countrics). BBC 
has been found to have 60°: of 
Latin - American shortwave lis- 
teners, against the U. S. networks’ 
40% for their “Voice of America” 
broadeasts. 

The impression gained here was 
that the U. S. delegates to the 
Western Hemisphere broadcast 
conference were interested only in 
getting a ‘testimonial’ from the 
Latin - American broadcasters for 
“Voiee of America,” so as not to 
lose the State Dept. subsidy they 
enjoy. 


The 








John Reyal. of NBC, personally | 


drafted the tribute made the U. S. 
broadcasters at one of the opening 
sessions. This has caused some 
raising of eyebrows here. 

Mexico and Cuba are popularly 
betieved to be under the NBC 
thumb. They point to the fact that 
Emilio Azcarraga and Goar Mestre 
are chief RCA distributors in Mexi- 
co and Cuba. 





WPIT DROP NEWS POST 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. 

Inability to sell any lecal news 
commercials, because of stiff com- 
petition from well-established 
‘ames on bigger stations, WPIT is 
dropying post of local news editor 
middie of month. 


y 
- 


| NAB District Powwows 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

Schedule for the second series 
of NAB Distrieét meetings which 
begins Sept. 8, has been an 
nounced. 

The first series, now in progress, 
ends Aug. 20 with the meeting of 
the 11th district at Minneapolis. 

The 14th District meeting will 
be Sept. 8 and 9 at the Mammoth 
Hotel, Yellowstone National Park. 
The i7th District meets Sept. 12 
and 13 at the Davenport Hotel, 
Spokane, Wash. 

NAB executives. referred to as 
the “traveling party.” go next to 
Los Angeles for the 16th District 
meeting at the Ambassador Hotel, 
Sept. 14 and 15. 

Next meeting will be in San 
Francisco at the St. Francis Hotel, 
Sept. 16 and 17. The NBC affiliates 
meeting Sept. 22, at Sun Valley, 
necessitated crowding the NAB 
meetings. 

A third series involving a swing 
through the southern states will 
later be announced according to 
Cc. E. Arney, Jr., NAB secretary- 
treasurer. 





NAB Wants Candidates 
To Declare Themselves _ 
On Free Radio Question 


Rochester, Aug. 10. 


‘Chesterfield Winter 
Program Lineup May 
Now Need Revamping 


The FCC’s gangup on giveaways 


‘terfield fall-winter program lineup. 
'Ciggie company has been planning 
to overhaul its cross-the-board 
“Supper Club” format on NBC by 
turning over the Wednesday niche 
to Sammy Kaye’s “So You Want 
to Lead a Band?” on a permanent 
basis, with Jo Stafford and Perry 
Como sharing the other four 
nights. 

Kaye has been the summer re- 
placement for “Supper Club” with 
a different format each evening. 
but the once-weekly “Band” fea- 
ture has been the chief audience 
draw, cueing the permanent pact. 

However, “Band” comes within 
the FCC no-like concept and if it's 
enforced would necessitate a 
change in Chesterfield plans. 


Plenty of Sifting 
On Tobey Agenda 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
A tentative agenda outlining 
procedure and scope of program to 





| be followed in a broad study of 
| communications, 


was announced 
Sunday (8), by a subcommittee of 
the Senafe Commerce Committee. 
Commerce Committee Chairman 
Wallace H. White, Jr., ordered the 
study by the subcommittee headed 


‘by Sen. Charles W. Tobey, .and |‘ 
| with Sen. Albert W. Hawkes and Hush”), and the Sammy Kaye “So 


Ernest W. MeFarland as members. 
The subcommittee is particularly 


may have a bearing on the Ches- | 


| 


| 


Here’s What the FCC Says 


Section 316 of the Communications Act of 1934 provides in part 
that no radio station “shall knowingly permit the broadcasting of 
any advertisement of or information concerning any lottery, gift 
enterprise, or Similar scheme, offering prizes dependent in whole 


or in part upon lot or chance, or any list of the prizes drawn or 


awarded by means of any such lottery, gift, enterprise, or scheme, 
whether said list contains any part or all of such prizes.” 

In view of the growing number of “money” programs on the 
radio, the Commission explains in a notice of proposed rule mak- 


ing: 


“The determination as to whether a particular program violates 


the provisions of Section 316 of 


depends on the facts of each case. 


the Communications Act of 1934 
However, the Commission wil! 


in any event consider that a program is in violation of Section 316 
if in connection with such program a prize consisting of money er 
thing of value is awarded to any person whose selection is depend- 
ent in any manner upon lot or chance, if as a condition of winning 


such prize: 


(1) such winner or winners are required to furnish any monev 
or thing of value or are required to have in their possession any 
product sold, manufactured, furnished or distributed by a sponser 
of a program broadcast on the station in question; or 

(2) such winner or winners are required to be listening to or 
viewing the program in question on a television receiver, or 

(3) such winner or winners are required to answer correctly a 
question, the answer to which is given on a program broadcast over 
the station in question or where aid to answering the question cor- 
rectly is given on a program breadcast over the station in question. 
For the purposes of this provision the broadcasting of the question 
to be answered over the radio station on a previous program will 
be considered as an aid in answering the question correctly; or 

(4) such winner or winners are required to answer the phone or 
write a letter if the phone conversation or contents of the letter 
(or the substance thereof) are broadcast by the station.” 

The proposed rules would cover Standard, FM and Television 


broadcasting. 


Interested parties may file statements or briefs with the Com- 
mission on or before Sept. 10, 1948. 








FCC Give Way 








| You Wanna Lead A Band”” would 
|be affeeted, and was inclined to em- 


Second District (N. Y. and N. J.) | concerned with international com-| brace the FCC notice with open 


of the National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers, confabbing here last Thurs- | 
day and Friday (5-6), called on} 
candidates for political office to ; 


state their position publicly om the Commission allocations of fre-| gimmick from the 


mon carrier communications, and 
has had conferences with FCC 
Chairman Wayne Coy. 

Sen. Tobey said he had followed 


| arms. CBS, on the other hand, was 
willing to admit that a flock of its 
shows might be suspect and moved 
iswiftly by eliminating the phone 
local WCBS 


the question ef free radio. Resolu- | quency space for the various types “Fact Finder” on Friday (6), within 


tien was 
Hull Hayes, WCBS, N. Y. 
Although news of the FCC's 
proposed ban on giveaway 
broke during the sessions, matter 
didn’t come up for discussion. 


In other resolutions, the broad- 
easters urged inclusion of radio 
reporters in a N. Y. state bill de- 
signed to protect newspapermen 
from revealing news sources, an 
asked that the U. S. Census Bu 


TV receivers in the 1950 census. 


Press Broadcasters was organized 
by delegates from AP-serviced 
Stations. 

NAB prexy Justin Miller said 
association membership now in- 
cludes members from all eat- 
egories of broadcasting—AM, TV 
and FM—and that the large prob- 
lems facing each medium were 
common to all. 

Delegates took a 
berg-Carlson’s new WHAM studios 
here. 


House Band Aug. 14 
Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 
Ed Cleary, g.m..of WIBG, has 
notified Local 77, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, that the sta- 
tion will discontinue its home band 
as of Aug. 14. Notice insures the 
musicians a two weeks vacation 
period, but ends the five-year tenure 
of the station orchestra, con- 
ducted by Eric Wilkinson. 
WIBG becomes the fourth Phila- 
delphia station to drop its band 


this year. Others are WIP, WPEN 
| and WDAS, which carried nine, six 





_and three musicians, respectively. 
| WIBG orchestra consists of nine 
men. 

Despite the continued scuttling 
of the station bands, there have 
been no repercussions as yet from 
Local 77. Cleary’s attitude is that 
despite repeated efforts they are 
no longer to sell the orch, either as 
an ensemble or in units. Sinee its 
rivals have dropped the musicians, 
WIBG feels it is entitled to the 
economy move. 





Stations Co-op in Polio Crisis 
Raleigh, Aug. 10. 


Four Greensboro radio stations | 
in cooperation with Greensboro | 


churches and the Ministerial As-| 





polio situation. 


4 


shows | 


reau include a court of radio and | 


in the immediate future there will 


television so that a monopoly-free, 
|mationwide service may be pro- 
| vided. 

| The Committee plans to give 
close attention to communications 
| treaties and conventions, even to 
| including on the agenda a specific 
| study of State Dept. procedure in 
| negotiating such agreements with 
ithe further objective of determin- 
| ing whether basic organic com- 
| munication law had been modified 


| Committee wants to know if the 
| NAB is a lobbyist for its more than 
| 2,000 member stations. NAB works 
/on legislative matters from time to 
| time for radio and the Committee 
will question whether it should be 
| registered as a lobbyist. 
| Sen. Tobey said that before the 
study was completed he expected 
_to give further attention to the 


industry. 

| The agenda outline is tentative, 
j and subject matters will not neces- 
sarily be taken up in the order 
listed. No hearings are expected in 
| the near future although data will 
be assembled durimg the congres- 
sional recess. 


_ Tobacco Network Elects 


Raleigh, Aug. 10. 





Louis N. Moward of New Bern | 


was elected president of The To- 
bacco Network at a regular meet- 
ing of the board of directors held 
at Greenville. 

Howard is president of the 
| Coastal Broadcasting Co., licensee 
of WHIT, New Bern, and the Jack- 

sonville Broadcasting Co., licensee 
of WJNC in Jaeksonville. He suc- 
ceeds B. S. Hodges, Jr., general 
manager of WGTC in Greenville. 

Others officers elected were: 
Vice President Vietor W. Dawson, 
‘general manager of WFNC and 
_WFNC-FM, Fayetteville; Secretary- 
Treasurer Fred Fletcher, general 
‘manager WRAL and WRAL-FM., 
' Raleigh: and Rudolph K. Seott of 
Raleigh, general sales manager. 


Cole Milling’s South Reprise 

Chicago, Aug. 10. 
| H. C. Cole Milling Co. returns 
|its “Eddie Lee’s Omega Shew” to 
| Mutual for the second consecutive 
| year Sunday, Sept. 26. Hookup 
_ consists of 65 southern stations, 
with the time 2 to 2:30 p.m. (CST). 
Talent besides Lee, the mc., 
will consist of Nancy Wright, the 





sociation will broadcast Sunday | Trail Blazers, Brown's Ferry F 
school lessons for children unable |and Doc Wildeson’s orchestra. Or. 
to attend regular classes due to the |igination will be Cincinnati. 


Gard- 
ner is the agency. : 


introduced by Arthur | of services. He said he knew that 24 hours after the FCC released its 


| proposed ruling. “Sing It Again,” 


| be the problem of more space for | “Hit the Jackpot” and “Everybody 


Wins,” the latter two sponsored, 
would definitely get the CBS heave 
if the FCC followed through. 
| Ed Kobak, Mutual prexy, put 
| himself on record that an examina- 
‘tion of the web's programming re- 
| vealed little of its airers would be 
affected, with likelihood that only 
ithe “Three For the Money” phone 
| giveaway would get axed. 

It's ABC, notably, that takes it 
|on the chin, and it’s considered a 


N.Y. State Assn. of Associated *or violated by such agreements. cinch thatthe web will hit back 


‘hard, via the courts, if necessary. 
|For one, “Stop the Music,” a $2- 
could easily be pulled out of the 
fire, it’s pointed out. : 

| Within the ranks of the Amer- 
jean Federation of Radio Artists, 
\there were crossed-fingers this 
week in the hopes that the FCC 
would make good its threat, for to 
_AFRA it means a return to nor- 


tour of Strom- “UeStion of patent controls in the malcy in putting actors back to 


work. AFRA elaims its ranks have 
been hit hardest by the giveaway 
| ascendancy. 

NAB prexy Justin Miller said his 
attorneys were studying the reguia- 
tions and “if changes are deemed 
necessary will make proper presen- 
tations to the FCC.” 
| Which raises the apparent con- 
tradiction in the networks’ financial 
zest for telephone quiz despite (1) 
the recently adopted code: of the 
NAB whieh the webs most of all 
are expected to uphold and which 
is om record against the prize 
mania; (2) the webs having them- 
Selves condemned and rapped quiz 
jand money gimmicks when these 
were predominantly “local.” 

On the local level, WOR’s (N.Y.) 
|Pprexy, Theodore Streibert, also a 
Mutual beard member, rushed in 
with a statement welcoming such 
_ FCC elarifieation of the anti-lottery 
‘rule. “There is no question,” he 
000,000 source of revenue to the 
‘network, would be . With 
briefs scheduled for filing with the 
_ FCC by Sept. 10, it’s expected that 
_ABC will demand a hearing or take 
‘the court route. The web main- 
‘tains that all eontests on ABC fae- 
_ilities, at the time of acceptance, 
poe examined carefully by coun- 
sel, “and are in full accordance 
\with provisions of the Communica- 
tions Act.” The web also points out 
,that the shows have a postal au- 
thority okay. 
| Obviously, a good- many of the 
studio audience participation 
shows will lend themselves to a 
modified switch tn format to elim- 
imate the phone gimmick. Suehk 
shows as “Break the Bank” and 
“What's My Name?,” for exagple. 
‘said, “but what the giveaway craze 





Centinued from page 25 


on Giveaways ? 





and large prizes have begun to 
overshadow the _ entertainment 
value of programs. Such overem- 
phasis is not healthy for radio and 
if it reached undue extremes, it 
would kill itself off in any event.” 
(WOR’'s syndicated “Teletest” and 
the “John Gambling Calling” show 
would be suspect under the ban.) 

FCC says a program is in viola- 
tion if, im connection with such 
program, a prize consisting of 
money or thing of value is awarded 
to amy person whose selection is 
dependent in any manner upen lot 








or chance and if, as a condition of 
winning such prize (1) the winner 
|is required to furnish any money 
|or thing of value or required to 
| have in his possession any product 
sold, manufactured, furnished or 
distributed by a sponsor; (2) if the 
winner is required to be listening 
to or viewing the program on a 
tele receiver; (3) if such a winner 
is required to answer correctly a 
question, the answer to which is 
given on a program broadeast over 
the station in question, or where 
the aid to answering is given on 
the program; or (4) if the winner 
is required to answer the phone or 
write a letter and the content is 
broadeast by the station. 








' & 9 
Giveaway ‘Code 
aaa Continued from page 25 


ming. It is also their belief that 
the code would rid the business of 
parasitic elements that have crept 
in along with the scheduling of 
bigger and more merchandise 


The code which the pair are 
= ing along to the networks fol- 
ows: 

(1) No prizes should be permitted 
on amy show where the prizes are 
not subordinate or incidental to 
the entertainment. No prizes should 
be permitted on programs where 
the awarding is on the basis of 
luck or chance. 

(2) No merchandise should be 
used as prizes if any charge of any 
kind or in any way are made to 
the manufacturer for scheduling 
his product on the show as prizes. 

(3) Credit lines for prize mer- 
chandise should not contain any 
language or descriptive phrases 
that does other than set up the 
value of, or glamorizes, the prize 
in the mind of the radio listener 
and the studio audience. In other 
words, limit the eredit to the brand 
name and stock size of the article. 


(4) No merchandise should be 
scheduled as prizes on network 
shows unless it is nationally ad- 
vertised amd has a readily ac- 
cepted value, since it is the public 
aceeptance of a trade name that 
makes it desirable as a prize. and 
unless merchandise is desirable as 
a prize there is no valid reason for 
scheduling it. 

(5) No more than one of the 
same item or ise sheuld 











be scheduled within any one show 
on any one day. 
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IN ALL MARKETS EXCEPT NEW YORK AND 


PHILADELPHIA WHERE IT WILL CONTINUE 


TO MAINTAIN ITS OWN SALES OFFICES - 


WCAU 


50,000 Watts +° CBS Affiliate 


THE PHILADELPHIA BULLETIN STATION 
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ing. The latter take the position Shortly after that, on his way to ing but good entertainment”.... Edgar Kobak, ng a ange Fe —— for she 
that it’s still too early to tell the Coast, WW stopped off his train 5 di cago early last week for a quick solicitation. ... John Norton, 1ead- eh ie 
lat Albuquerque to send Weintraub n ies man here, says WENR-TV starts its test pattern ee ec ony of a decisio! 
ia wire saying “No.” Weintraub ; ase 29 (} week. but the outlet’s inauguration is off to mid-September... .Mc- said. 
NAB, TBA Merger to Be Aired — hopped the first plane for Holly- ee ee ee Laughlin’s Manor House coffee, which has a daily show on WMAQ, has Petty 
4 : Chicago, Aug. -10. wood and was there waiting when oyt, are elements which the indie switched from Sherman & Marquette to the Earl Ludgen agency could | 
Justin Miller, president of the | ww arrived. Enroute, the agency- producer by knowledge and eX- | Bot Wilson, who covers the Chicago Cubs games on WIND, and Bob out for 
NAB, is slated to meet tomorrow man had worked some new lures! perience is best equipped to | bison, who calls the White Sox plays over WJJD, are targets of needling in’ ovel 
(Wednesday ) with a group of mid- ‘into the proposed contract—the handle and on which the indies by Warren Brown, Herald-American sports ed. Latter in series of laws 
west television operators to can-| gabber would get a hike in pay the | could do a good missionary job) coiimns has been urging the pair to cut out being cheer-leaders and a 
vanes the idea of merging the Tele- | second year; he could do eight without having an axe to grind. saying that all is well with the cellar teams, and instead, like him ; pes 
eg ee Assn. with the | shows each year from Florida and Gosch, who has set IPTA head- (Brown), stir the owners to spend some money for better players = et 
a i ¥ will report on the take seven weeks off; K-F would quarters in the Savoy Plaza hotel, George Herro, MBS flack, in Milwaukee for several days, setting up 0 
Mvachies when i - pg . Se te Sey OE Fe OS ¥., is currently arranging for the origination of “Tom Mix” broadcast in connection with Wisconsin’s + forge 
vont : meets in Novem- copy, etc. the teeoff meeting. Gosch _points celebration of “Tom Mix Day”....WIND is switching reps, from John Few 40 
ri ._| Weintraub went over the new out that IPTA will work with the Pearson to the Katz agency....Red Grange currently making tape mittee 
Since the NAB prez was due in \deal with WW that night at the | webs, rather than against them, recordings of interviews with members of teams in All-Star football with th 
Chicago anyway for the District Beverly Hills hotel. Still no dice. on the basis that the nets need game for promotion use of event by Mutuaf outlets. an on 
No. 9 gathering, which opens |But the next night they came to | the indies. “Tele isn't radio,” says Fred Kilian, ABC program director, held forth on “Why an Adver- bore 
oe ae f (12), Walter Damm, iterms. Weintraub phoned Trenner _Gosch. “It spread out into every | tise Sheela Go Into Television Now” at yesterday’s (Tuesday) grub- : 
a of WTMJ and WTMJ-T V, \in N. Y. Trenner got together with | phase of show business—whether | and-talk-fest of the Chicago Television Council....Morton K. Tuller — 
. waukee, suggested that the TV |Robert Kintner, ABC’s exec vee- it’s a Bob Weitman who produces and Melvin Wolens added tc WBKB’s sales staff....William Kutsch, resen' - 
pte vg and Miller get together | pee.. Two days later, all was set.| top vaude shows for the Para- | owner of Peoria’s WMMJ, looked in on the MBS gang last week as did it mig 
ee wd Pg por Fm or Trenner wired his boss, “Got the moun: roa — ound ae his competition, Shag Morrow, of WWXL....WMAQ erecting a 250- Be pel 
ae ee ae ek.” = 2 ee ye oe ee tee - ti rgenc ‘antenna tower on site of transmitter at 
oe sprees N v2 Ps pda — j theatre Bum; Wilke wyier, Lg > le oe gee Sper Seated” (ABC) will spend much of the governr 
sion department. e A has . | Zanuck or Jimmy Wong Howe Aa , i" includi am of over n 
been pretty muc , Raleigh—W. E. Debnam, com-| © he ota - the next three months on the road, with the route including a stac of pen 
fact that Eocene ree sd . mentator on the Smith-Douglas | aan ane 4 tng = che state fair dates....Floyd Van Etten, who recently resigned from ABC stations 
come it hasn’t been performing all ®etwork of five stations in. North WT er one “All, these repre- | Sales service, has joined the Needham, Louis & Brorby agency as as- “er 
“vi s 4)) Carolina and Virginia, originating | OP Boece d gap -_| sistant to media chief Otto Stadelman. Robert Brethauer has taken 
the services that are now and will sent the fundamentals of televi- : sary to 
be d j ; ..| his show here at WPTF, left Ra- * s ve » _} over ‘Van Etten’s spot at the network and Don Saraceno will become 3 
emanded by the video indus- j.i.4 by plane this week for a six-| Sion. Obviously the networks can- | % Bive ec 
try. | canine! Bre of European countries not absorb them, so why not play his assistant. A election 
The TBA’s present budget is to secure background information | along? We all have much to gain ' lous wh 
about $20,000 a year. Although it | for his commentaries. | and lots to learn.” . Chain Broadcasting Regulations to club: 
ae ABC Hits Back permit “price-fixing and’ exclusive -versial 
| pnathadads Dian ones practices of the national chain with ar 
— rane networks.” "anyone 
'and Mutual promptly became af- And finally, ABC says. the oe 
\filiated. Each separatedly exer- charge ef conspiracy alleged to pollo 
| cised its privilege of terminating @'ise from similarity of conduct 


By 


every measurement 


WTIC 


'the use of WSAY and so notified 
the station. WSAY sued. 

The trial court permitted Mu- 
tual’s affiliate, WVET, to intervene 
|} and denied the request for a pre- 
liminary injunction ABC says. The 
Circuit Court of Appeals con- 


the case was whether the nets 





inot jointly,” ABC told the Su- 
,preme Court. After analyzing the 
‘facts relevant to that question, 
‘the court affirmed the denial of 
‘the preliminary injunction, con- 
| cluding that “In the record now 
| before us there is no persuasive 


icott or otherwise unlawfully ex- 
|clude the plaintiff from obtaining 
|defendants’ programs, whatever 
may later be established at a 
trial,’ the brief stated. 


says its price fixing charge is 


cluded that the essential issue in | 


had “really acted individually and | 


/evidence of a conspiracy to boy- | 


In attacking WSAY’s suit. ABC 


of ABC and Mutual is false. 





Yorkton, Sask.—Ken Parton has 
been named manager of CJGX, 


| Yorkton, succeeding A. L. Garside 
, who has formed his own business 


as a radio station rep in Winni- 
peg. 














“On an Island with You" 
“This Time for Keeps” 
Mot.: LOU CLAYTON 


without foundation. It points out | 








‘ Ee 
that as the lower court perceived, | os 
“WE MEND ALL 


broadcast time for a net program | 
BUT BROKEN HEARTS" 


is not bought by a national ad- 

vertiser from individual stations. | : f ’ 

It is bought as part of an “ag-| China, bric-a-brac, jewelry, sil- 

gregate” of components. ABC |] Ye" pewter, brass, fine watches, 

points out that among these points || beads, gadgets, etc. Missing parts 
replaced. Lamps mounted. Gold 
and Silver Plating, earrings to tea- 


are the network’s own facilities, 
including nationwide wire lines 

sets. Jingles repaired and re-writ- 
ten. Bring or mail. Free estimates. 


which connect the individual sta- 
“Lanny and Ginger's" 


tions into a network, artistic and 
LITTLE GREY GIFT SHOP 


technical services, an simul- 

taneous time which the net has | 
\§ Antiques Bought, Sold, 
“Swapped,” Repaired. 


purchased over many other sta- 
tions. 

ABC says there is no ruling by | 1350 Madison Ave. (95th) N.Y. 28 
the lower court, either express or || Dept. W —E€st.1945— AT 9-4020 
implied, that the networks have 
the “right to exclude unaffiliated 
stations from all access to the na- 
tional edvertising market.” The 
nets say WSAY is completely free | 
to offer its facilities and programs | 
to national advertisers. However, 
they point out, it is unable as a 
non-affiliate, to supply the demand 
for network service. 


WSAY’s real complaint is that 
because the affiliation terms it de- 
manded were unacceptable, other 
affiliates were chosen by the nets, 
to carry their programs in Ro-— 
chester, ABC said. 

ABC feels that there is no merit 
im WSAY’s third specification of 
error to the effect that the lower 
court erroneously held that the 

















PROMOTION — PUBLICITY 


PUBLIC RELATIONS—Part Time 

The man responsible for nation-wide 
raves regarding his display of show- 
matship in putting on New York's 
famous Radio and Business Confer- 
ences is now in business for himself. 
Let him demonstrate his abilities, 
drive and originality for YOU! Write 
Joe Beal, Box 025, Variety, 154 Ww. 
46th St., New York 19, N. yY. 


























Charmingly furnished room with 
private bath in apartment, avail- 
able for business couple or woman. 
Reasonable rental. Located mid- 
town area. Write Box 251, Variety, 
154 West 46th Street, New York 
19, N.Y. 


Paul W. Morency, Vice-Pres.—Gen. Mgr. Walter Johnson, Assistant Gen. Mgr.—Sis. Mgr. 
WTIC's 50,000 watts represented nationally by Weed & Co. 
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' oring libelous material, and 
oe bad omitted it. He wanted to 
know why FCC attorneys felt 
called upon to “pioneer’’ on a ques- 
tion the Congress had deliberately 
left out of legislation. 

NAB general counsel Don Petty, 
told the Committee he did not be- 
lieve the Port Huron case had come 
within the jurisdiction of section 
315 which refers to the use of a 
facility by a legally qualified candi- 
date. He said FCC was extending 
the power granted it by Congress 
in assuming that State libel and 
slander laws would be superceded 
by a federal rule. He said radio- 
men around the country were very 














—» Coy Reassures B’Casters 


Continued from page 25 







the public interest. 
NBC’s counsel and veepee Gus- 


tav B. Margraf floundered ar 

after he stated definitely that NBC 
had never censored a broadcast. 
Elston asked if NBC’s position was 
that it would never censor even if 
censorship reacted in the public 
interest. Margraf admitted that 
NBC required that a political script 
be submitted 24 hours ahead of 
broadcast, and that on occasion it 
had “discussed” deletion of slan- 
derous material from the scripts. 


315 be amended to include a part 
of the White Bill and read: “Pro- 
































‘month affiliation for a move to 


; Denver. 





cally force the stations to act in| 


'KPRC (TEX.) RESUMES 
POLITICO CENSORSHIP 


Houston, Aug. 10. 

.Censorship of political speeches 
Was resumed here by KPRC. The 
_Station’s attorney, Jack Binion, 
| Stated that the effect of a three- 
| judge Federal court ruling last 
| Week was that radio stations would 
| would not be affected by a FCC 
ruling prohibiting the editing of 
political speeches. 


The three judges dismissed a | 
KPRC injunction suit against the | 
FCC after saying the court was /| strike is imminent. 
without jurisdiction. The court's | routine notice with National Labor 
opinion said the FCC action in ban- | Relations Board July 7, of intent 


ning censorship was not in the 


(form of a rule or regulation but | 
NBC recommended that Section | waS an opinion or interpretation. | vored the strike when a vote was | 
ceteehameniiaaatienaae 





Kaycee’s AFRA Strike Vs. KMBC 
~ Imminent; Union Asks $95 Base Pay 


Kansas City, Aug. 10. . taken, provided ee rages 
Local of the American Federa- | tions do not succeed, according to 
. , KMBC_ union 
tion of Radio Artists has ee | A Begs! ‘A = 
state and federal labor department | : : ; 
authorities notice that a dispute cart Rostees sen aitlana sea 
exists in wage negotiations with | ty Gp dee te. . 
Midland Broadcasting Co., opera- | Don Roberts, secretary ha - RA 
tors of KMBC and KFRM. and a/| ‘for this week. Roberts lists three 
AFRA filed | points of controversy: (1) An in- 
| creases in wages due to the fact 
that staff men work on both Mid- 
\land stations (both are operated 


strik i ar- : ' 
to strike. A meeting of the bs out of the same studios in Kansas 


gaining unit last Tuesday (3) fa- 
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(Continued on page 34) 
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disturbed about the next six| vided, that licensee shall not be 
months. The national elections do | jjable in any civil or criminal ac- 
not worry them, but local elections | tion in any local, state or federal ' i EB I G u C LA ¢ S E NT 
for sheriff, mayor and assembly- court because of any material 
men in the light of the Pot a broadcast under the provisions of! 
decision, might mean trouble, he this section except as to such ma- ' 
said. aiehiatll tnd ¢ one ng ned be personally uttered 
Petty doubted that Congress; by the licensee or persons under 
could legislate in this matter with- | his control.” Margrat’s statement |, y 
out forcing a State’s Rights issue | pointed out that licensees should 
in overruling the varfous slander | not be subjected to liability for 4 
laws. acts over which they have no con- 
The FCC attorney who testified | ‘vol. \ ; 
in the Houston, Tex., case, involv- Joseph McDonald, veepee and { 
ing station KPRC, and the first | attorney for ABC, said he agreed | 
Port Huron trial, said Port Huron | in substance with NBC's stand. He 
was not a rule, only an opinion. | said that although stations should ' 
Coy told the House Select Com-/not censor material, still neither ( 
mittee that he concurred entirely | should they join and assists in li- i 
with that Fang cog d oe arr — Statements going out over | 1 
the way for the peaceful interim | their air. 
settlement of the inquiry. | Committee counsel, Frank T. ( 
Louis G. Caldwell, attorney rep- | Bow, seemed pleased with the re- 
resenting Mutual, said he thought | sults of the first hearings in an || 
it might be possible to remove | intensive investigation of the Com- 
Section 315 entirely from the Act. mission. The Committee felt it had b 
He pointed out that there was no | cleared up much of the confusion The Boat 
government censorship control j|created by FCC’s opinion in the , : 
over newspapers and that most | Port Huron case, and quoted Coy ’ { 
communities had many more radio | as telling the ‘Committee: “for the . 
stations than newspapers. He said | time being, at least, until the mat- { 
he did not think it neces-/|ter is settled, the honest and con- rings 
sary to constrain radio stations to | scientious broadcaster who uses ( 
give equal free time in political | ordinary common sense in trying | ; 
elections, and that it was ridicu- | to prevent obscene or slanderous || H iness$ i 
lous when it was carried down in- | or libelous statements from going | app 
to clubs, organizations and contro- | over the air need not fear any i t 
-versial issues. He said anybody | capricious action.” mn 
with an idea could get time, and | » | 3 
‘anyone opposing on any question | | \! To Thousands z { 
could also get it. He pointed out i 
that competition would automati- | Hooper | |! 
=== Continued from page 28 St A Melange of Mirth, Melody and Dramatics 
haven't yet received official noti- | , ' 
fication as to the amounts], > 
of their divvies under the new Including a Great Emotional Drama! | 
setup, it took only a little arith- |! b6 . . 99 
metic to show them that Hooper's | D M : 
ratings are going to be a lot more j 
expensive next year. ” ; f 
On the basis of the webs’ esti-— , A Grand Play Superbly Presented by an Excellent Company # if 
mated billings for 1948, it would || ’ 3 
figure out roughly this way: NBC, | 
now $18,000 a year, up to $52,000; | ] yf 
CBS, now $18,000, up to $51,000; | DON T zi 
y Th ern cert rise sues ae 4 
ou can put e anc utual, now 400, up to 5! 
$27,400. ; ° e 
ars 
years At least one web exee, E. P. H. There Are No Better On the River | ‘ 
of stage, screen and (Jimmy) James of Mutual, felt the | ee 
radio, to work for your new scales were in mg ee gl ; at 
. “victory” for the webs. James sal : a 
products—your client. | ne nad for years been teving tell ¢ |Froli¢gome RALPH DUMKE as CAP‘N BILLY| B82 th! ¢ 
| Hooper on billing the nets in pro- || : aa 
Over the past few years | portion to the revenues instead of 
The Texas Rangers have on an arbitrary basis which Broek ‘. " - ° 
eted NBC and CBS at one rate tf Ladi 
done an outstanding sell- ves Pe, oe Mane ot Senay This Is a Proper Entertainmen or es el 
one ¢ James pointed out that a. ~. Niel- 
ing job oa both small and sen, Broadcast Measurement Bu- . { 
large stations — over four reau and the National Assn. of Directed by ROLAND GILLETT—Written by ROBERT SYLVESTER | 
straight years for two dif- Broadcasters all have rates bearing | PAUL KILLIAM ; 
ra nha P some relation to subscribers’ in- Produced for Robert Maxwell Associates by | ¢ 
erent breweries, five years comes. | 
for b k fi Big question-mark raised by Associate Producer, ALLAN DUCOVNEY ‘ 
ane = Rvpe came Hooper’s rate proposals is, of | ( 
years for a dairy. course: how many clients will Lanes | * : 
them too expensive to go along. , | 
The Texas Rangers are § | with? And if one or more of the (j | R WG RY T§ Gj J R BG N B) ‘ 
America’ webs don’t go along, can he go. , 
erica’s largest and fin- ahead with the projeetables or will < 
est grou laying and he have to further apportion the : } 
sis Ww abc cost among remaining clients? One | OUR SHOW Is the Fairest and Squarest Amusement Enter-| 
Thos estern erm web exec said this week that, while 
¢ir music is transcri he hadn’t seen Hooper's new rates. ° . , | 
' he didn’t know where the net was ' prise on Earth. Our Advertised Features Are All Pledges. 
vertically for high fidelity; going to get the money for the 
ideal for either FMor AM. § | hiked ante. ; TRUTH IS OUR MOTTO AND HONOR IS OUR AIM. a 
(Up to July 1 of last year. Hooper m4 
They are priced right} /20'h00 wnnually, ABC and Mutual ( \Based on "CHILDREN OF OL' MAN RIVER"—The Life and Times of a Showboat Trouper, By 
for your market and your for $7,200 each.) : by Cap'n Billy Bryant [ 
station. Just: as a sample thing. Hooper } j 
a issued the July 30 report on the » : 44 
Wire, Write or Phone Top 15 with projectable as well as iy ATED SONGS “i DANCES FUNN va 
popularity ratings: and with total ! | y) r cm 
for Complete Details U. S. listening homes ‘see separate S 
ra box). ic 2 eg 
EXHIBITED On the River Landing of 
Cincinnati—Dick Gillespie. until 
recently with WQAM,. Miami, on THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM TELEVISION NETWORK 
facsimile, is a newcomer on the 
Crosley publicity and public a MONDAY, AUGUST 16 at 8:30 P.M. 
ARRIA B. Cmnen PRODUCTION ‘tions staff. He succeeds os 
Sintne Gnnv 6 00. ‘Adams, who terminated an 
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REMIERE SHOW 

ith Morey Amsterdam, John 
Reed King, Lewis, Dor- 
on 4 Claire, Frank D’Armond’s 


60 Mins.; Fri., 8-9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 


The Schine theatre interests’ 
first radio venture opened auspi- 
ciously Friday (6) with the strongest 
kickoff show yet presented by a 
Capital District station. It was 
strictly bigtime entertainment, pre- 
sented by Morey Amsterdam, John 
Reed King, Monica Lewis and Dor- 
othy Clare (from New York) and 
Frank D’Armond’s 16-piece band. 

Attorney Harold E. Blodgett, vee- 
pee of Patroon Broadcasting Corp. 
and head of company operating 
WBCA (WPTR’s FM affiliate in 
Schenectady) talked about the out- 
let’s “high obligation for public 
service.” Messages were read from 
Gov. Thomas E. Dewey. who wrote 
that “local stations supplementing 
the networks are as important as 
are our local newspapers,” a 
from Justin Miller, NAB president. 

Amsterdam, who worked in three 
spots with great vigor, high speed, 
fine timing and ‘solid material, 
clicked strongest. Comic dialoged 
and monologed in a style fresh to 
area listeners. 

King turned in a workmanlike 
emceeing stint, although his oppor- 
tunities were not overnumerous. 
Miss Claire, from “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” rode the beam with one of 
the smoothest bids of the show—a 
vocal of “Glocca Morra.’”’ She 
made a change of pace to the “Cof- 
fee’’ song, which, despite a spirited 
interpretation, did not seem appro- 
priate for the finale. Gal flashed an 
excelient speaking voice. Miss 
Lewis, tabbed for her Decca re- 
cordings, offered “The Gentleman 
Is a Dope” and “Tree in the 
Meadow.” 

D’Armond’s orch sounded excep- 
tionally good most of the: way; a 
few spots might have been pol- 
ished. Former WGY arranger and 
batoneer extracted a lot of music 
from the local unit. Bill Van Steen- 
burgh, with a Browning poem, rang 
the bell clearest among the station 
singles. Howard Maschmeier and 
DeWitt Mower produced a credit- 
able script. Jaco. 


ee FOLKSONG FES- 

With Ursula Brand, Daniel O’Den- 
nell; Hillard Edell, announcer 

Producer: Arthur Lee 

30 Mins.; Sun., 6 p.m. 

Sastaining 

WNYC, N. Y. 

Let it not be said that Oscar 
Brand’s Folksong doesn’t offer a 
cosmopolitan appeal, for the show's 
initial semester offered tunes 
whose origins stemmed from at 
least four different countries. 
Brand is an affable, engaging em- 
cee whose proclaimed objective is 
to “show that folk music is fun— 


that it doesn’t belong to a small, | kid 


ae group, but to all kinds of 
‘+ ‘0 pay 
On the basis of his first airer, 
Brand managed to get over his 
point despite a long-winded WNYC 
remote from Idlewild airport that 
spilled over a few minutes thus 
eliminating the festival’s introduc- 
tory lines. _Program’s top spot was 
the guest fiddling of Daniel O’Don- 
nell who contributed some tradi- 
tional Irish airs. However, most 
of the half-hour was filled out with 
recordings. 
Brand has an idea that most 
dialers will find of interest. Gilb. 
ER LS EE AT LS TCT a i Anat Be 





THIRST BEYOND REASON 
With Harry Elders, Sunda Love, 

Tony Parrish, Russel Reed, 

Norton; Jack O’Dell, announcer 
Writer-producer: Park 
30 Mins.; Monday (26), 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCFL, Chicago : 

Lately WCFL has shown an in- 
creasing tendency to air public 
service dramas that go beyond the 
dull inanities so readily concocted 
in that field. It’s ali well and good 
to roundtable professors and club 
women in a hot discussion of “Is 
the Fourth of July Really Patri- 
otic Without Firecrackers?” but 
there are other community matters 
of far greater urgency. Such a 
matter is alcoholism, which in Chi- 
cago is estimated to bear directly 
on 100,000 lives. 

Water-wagon treatment dispens- 
ed at Portal House is estimated to 
succeed with more than 50% of all 
drunks who enter there. In July, 
following withdrawal of further fi- 
nancial support by the city of Chi- 


nd | cago, Portal House was taken over 


by a committee of private citizens. 
This group needs dough to keep 
the portals open, hence “Thirst Be- 
cat Reason” by Ben Park, whose 
“Report Uncensored” won this 
year’s Peabody, DuPont and 
Variety kudos for public service. 

As drama in itself “Thirst Be- 
yond Reason” lacked punch and 
impact, mainly because of an un- 
emotional, case history approach. 
First-person narrative dealt with 
the ups and downs of Larry the 
Lush, whc eventually left the saw- 
dust floors of Skid Row for the 
sawdust trail of Portal House. His 
progress between both points was 
pedestrian. 

Absent from the drama was the 
nerve-crunching violence, the acid 
misery, and the horrible scream- 
ing meemies demanded by its cen- 
tral character. Certain of these 
elements were calmly reported, 
rather than slugged over via ac- 
tion. If Larry stood in bed be- 
cause of a possible obeisance to 
good taste, it was a mistake because 
good taste and drunkenness are 
mutually exclusive. In good taste, 
however, was the omission of pious 
moralizing or attacks on distillers. 

: Baxt. 


PUPPET-TOWN PLAYHOUSE 
With Doug and Gayle Anderson 
30 Mins.; Sun., 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WLIB, N. Y. 

This may be the start of a re- 
verse trend in which radio will try 
to ape the most successful shows 
in video. “Puppet-town  Play- 
house,” which is clearly patterned 
after the flock of video marionnette 
juve programs, is an ill omen, how- 
ever, for the success of any such 
tendency. Firstly, this show is 
overwhelmed by the impossibility 
of puppeteering on the sightless 
kilocycles, and secondly, it commits 
the deadly sin of patronizing the 


ss 

On the preem stanza (8), the 
program introduced Pancho Pete, 
puppet character with a leaning 
towards such expressions as “gee 
willikens” and “golly,” and _in- 
cluded some _ recorded musical 
numbers, a modern fairy tale nar- 
rated by Gayle Anderson, the usual 
rigmarole about joining a juve 
club and an interview with an edi- 
tor of several comic strip mags. As 
entertainment, it must have been 
mild stuff for the younger set. As 
for its educational value, there’s 
little for parents to recommend to 
their children. Herm. 





ee 





YOU ARE NOT ALONE 
With Arnold Moss, Santos Ortega, 


Bernard Lenroe, Bryan Rey- 
burn, Donald H Hester 
Sondegaard, Barbara Decker, 


Writer: Charles Bennett 
Director: Walter McGraw 
Producer: D. L. Provest 
30 Mins.; Sun., 1:30 P.M. 


Sustaining 
NBC, from N. Y. 
This one-shot documentary, 


ostensibly aimed as a_ pitch for 
the Infantile Paralysis Foundation 
fund drive should achieve its pur- 
pose in collecting dimes and dol- 
lars, now and later. ; 

“You*Are Not Alone” pointed 
up the plight of an American lad 
who had staked his hopes upon be- 
coming a great trackstar until the 
malady threw him. After succes- 
sion of treatrments he doesn’t make 
the track team, but emerges as an 
expert swimmer. Case history is 
told with pathos, sans bathos, and 
holds to a neat line of not going 
overboard to challenge tearducts 
of listening audience. And that’s 
a commendable feat for such docu- 
mentaries. 

Undoubtedly culled from a case 
history, Charles Bennett has 
scripted tightly, Walter McGraw 
has directed expertly under pro- 
duction reins of D. L. Provost and 
intelligent portrayals by cast strike 
a poignant chord that warms the 
heart rather than provide emo- 
tional upset. The _ kid’s plight 
is tough, but his optimistic accept- 
ance of condition and urge to con- 
quer the handicap is more than 
half the battle. His chin-uppish- 
ness rather than defeatist attitude 
makes it easy for listeners to take. 

Arnold Moss handled narration 
in impressive fashion, with other 
standout performances by Santos 
Ortega, Bernard Lenroe, Bryan 
Reyburn, Donald Hastings, Hester 
Sondegaard and Barbara Decker. 
Original score by Charles Paul was 
in keeping with motif. Edba 





Transcription Review 


OEEMS TAYLOR CONCERT 
With Guest Interviews 

30 Mins. 

Producer: Radio Features, Inc. 


Deems Taylor’s entry into the 
disk jockey sweepstakes may be a 
little belated but it certainly can’t 
help but add class to the craft. 
Aside from his rep as a composer 
and critic, it’s been some 15 years 
that the name has been synonymous 
with the commentary side of long- 
hair music in network radio. 


Judging from the No. 1 sound 
track of this disk jockey format, 
there’s good, saleable, merchandis- 
able programming here for local 
operations. The repertoire has 
that authoritative touch of diversi- 
fication and balance, the commen- 
taries are pretty uniformly crisp 
and enlightening, the interview 
with Gladys Swarthout is a bright 
blend of the human side of the 
artist with the factual and the 
whole thing is maintained on a dig- 
nified but ingratiating level. 


This syndication will probably 
fill a long-sought need in spots 
where accounts might have been 
interested in the masterpiece side 
of music but shied away from spon- 
sorship because of the lack of a 
personality to give the program un- 
equivocable authority. Odec. 








SURPRISE SYMPHONETTE 
With Hugh Downs, Ed Davies, 35- 
piece orch conducted by Joseph 

Gallicchioe 
Writer: Bob Carmen 
Producer: Herb Lateau 
30 Mins.; Sun., 4:30 p.m., CDT 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Chicago 

As a late entry in this year’s 
roster of transitory summer musl- 
cals, “Surprise Symphonette” has 
qualities that might well be dupli- 
|eated by more durable commercial 
| shows. The scripting, for example, 
| manages to be fresh and vigorous 
| without substituting the painfully 
cute for the painfully hackneyed. 
And given such scripting, Hugh 
|Downs’ casual and urbane com- 
| mentary falls easily on the ears. 
| Standard model musicals often 
|come equipped with boy and girl 
ae whose desexed romancing 
leads to an endless amount of 
mushy transitional dialog. “Sur- 
prise Symphonette” eschews mush 
—nobody’s in love with nobody 
—but the point goes by default 
since there’s only one singer and 
a baritone at that. The baritone, 
Ed Davies, has been chanting in 
prime straight style on NBC airers 
from Chi for more than a decade. 

Musically, “Surprise Symphon- 
ette” comes midway between pops 
and classics, sounding the light 
note but not so light as Victor 
Herbert. Preem (1) avoided the 
more recently familiar of the old 
familiars, digging up “Southern 
Roses Waltz” for the orch and 
“Green-Eyed Dragon” for Davies. 
Orchestrations had heft and sub- 
stance, with Joe Gallicchio wield- 
ing an accomplished baton. 

Franz Pfau keyboarded impres- 
sively on “Malaguena” and the 
string section romped nimbly in 
“Fiddle Faddle.”’ Reprise on the 
novelty instrumental, “Mosquito 
Dance,” had Downs slapping three 
times before he smashed the of- 
fending insect. 

It’s always a pleasure to find 
sustainers done as carefully as 
sponsored shows and that’s the way 
it is with this one. Baxt. 








ANTIQUE RECORD SHOP 
With Joe Franklin 

Writer: Franklin 

60 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 8 a.m. 
Participating 

WMCA, N. Y. 

This is more or less of a reprise 
‘by Joe Franklin of his “Echoes of 
the Bigtime” disk-chatter show. It’s 
60 minutes of show biz nostalgia 
built around Franklin’s collection 
of 25,000 disks of the old Palace 
(N. Y.) vaude favorites and anec- 
dota concerning the then-and-now 
bigtime personalities. 

New morning show, with a flock 
of participating sponsors, preemed 
on Monday (9) with such faves as 
Georgie Price, Belle Baker and Gus 
Van on hand for live guestshots to 
supplement the whirling of their 
circa 1927 platters. 

Those inevitable early Crosby 
and Jolsoniana recordings were 
conspicuous on the teeoff program 
and Franklin manages to give the 
early morning stanza a pleasant 
“now it can be told” lift. Rose. 





Raleigh — Mrs. Trippy Wisecup 
became director of women’s pro- 
grams for WAYS of Charlotte on 
August 1, W. H. Goan, manager, 
announced. Mrs. Wisecup has for 
several years been active in wom- 
en’s civic and fashion activities in 
Charlotte. 

















TONIGHT 
Wed., Aug. 11 


TEX AND JINX SHOW 
NBC 9:00 P.M, 





THURSDAY NIGHTS 


MOVIELAND QUIZ 


FRIDAY NIGHTS 


NBC 10 P.M. EDST 


EVERY NIGHT 


(RETURN ENGAGEMENT) 








SLAPSIE MAXIE SHOW 


ABC-TY 7:30 P.M. 


WITH PATRICIA BRIGHT 
Patricia Bright, a familiar figure 


Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 


Patricia Bright, with her raucous 





NEW YORK’S 





in the intimate N. Y. nitery spots, 
has tossed aside her song satiriza- 
tions and impersonations to play 
Slapsie’s girl friend, and she plays 
it well indeed.—Variety. ~ 


Brightest STAR... 





Radio and Television Management: 
LESTER LEWIS ASSOCIATES, One Christopher Street, New York. WAtkins 4-8562 


Satirizing, gets top billing, and jus- 
tifiably so. She’s switched to the 
56th street boite after a long run 
at No. 1 Fifth Avenue. Her long 
repertoire is reined to an under- 
done minimum here. The custom- 
ers could stand a bit more like her 
pitch to be elected “Miss Rhein- 
gold of '49,” the biting carbon of 
the French chantoosies from “le 
autre side de ocean” and the neat 
replica of Katharine Hepburn sing- 
ing “Glocca Morra.” Material is 
good for this type spot, deadpan 
delivery. is sure for giggles and 
music and accompaniment top- 
notch.—Veriety. 


PATRICIA BRIGHT 


BEHOLD THIS LAND 

(The Joyless Child) 

With Murray Westgate, Catherine 
Graham, Bill Buckingham, Dor- 
othy Fowler, James Johnston 
Paul Kligman; John Avison and 
erch, Allan Thompson, an- 
nouncer. 

Producer-director: Doug Nixon 

Writer: Yves Theriault 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 

CBC from Vancouver 
Powerful is the best word to 

describe a series of plays entitled 

“Behold This Land” written by the 

French-Canadian writer Yves 

Theriault. The plays are translated 

into English blank verse from the 

French with faithful and sympa- 

thetic feeling by Arthur Mitchell. 

Theriault writes for the hearers 
authentic presentations of Quebec 
folkways. Set in a Canadian vil- 
lage, the plays are closely asso- 
ciated with the soil and with the 
men who till the land and who lead 
simple lives. 

“The Joyless Child” deals with 
the conflict between the parents of 
a child born crippled and without 
the faculties of speech, sound and 
sight. In forceful and lucid lan- 
guage of blank verse, it is argued by 
the father that if the child is al- 
lowed to live it will be without 
joy, it will not have the opportuni- 
ties of other young men. He points 
out that the child will be of no 
value on the land, and won’t have 
the pleasures in life’s gamboling 
which are ordained to all youth. 
The mother feels the child deserves 
life since it is a product of both 
parents. 

Both leads, Murray Westgate and 
Catherine Graham, play difficult 
parts with great emotion and sin- 
cerity. Their parts were trying be- 
cause of their dramatic weight, and 
also because of the speeches’ 
length. 

Although beautiful, the speeches’ 
length would tend to distract the 
attention of the average listener, 
as would the conflict in the drama 
since it would not be at once obvi- 
ous. If, however, the listener re- 
mained beside the radio, a rare 
treat in the closing minutes of the 
play would be accorded him when 
the father describes his actions as 
he is about to drown the child, but 
breaks down as he realizes he loves 
the child just as the mother does. 

Theriault has been in French- 
language radio for some 13 years, 
which shows in his excellent fa- 
cility at handling radio techniques. 
More should be heard from Theri- 
ault before too much time passes. 

Allen. 


Court Supports CBS 
In Andrews Action 


In 1945°John Andrews, a chem- 
ist, filed suit against CBS for al- 
legedly libeling him on “Radio 
Readers Digest” in a dramatization 
tagged “The Greatest Invention of 
the 20th Century.” However, he 
failed to prosecute and as a result 
the court dismissed the complaint. 

Then, seven months after the 
suit had been tossed out, Andrews 
sought to revive his action in N.Y. 
federal court. Last week Federal 
Judge Sylvester J. Ryan denied 
his motion to vacate the dismissal. 
Court said that according to facts 
presented by CBS the plaintiff was 
not entitled to damages. 


K.C. AFRA 


~—a=e Continued from page 33 


City); (2) The inclusion of a term- 
ination clause in the contract 
which would prohibit the station 
from firing except for misconduct, 
insubordination or incompetence; 
(3) Inclusion of special announcers 
(newscasters, sportscasters, home 
economists, etc.), in the bargaining 
unit. 


Contract between KMBC and 
AFRA expired last March 1, and 
station has been operating under a 
temporary agreement with the 
union. Union has asked a basic 
wage for announcers of $95 per 
week, against the present $85 in 
force. WHB, KCKN and WDAF, 
other stations with AFRA con- 
tracts are paying $86. Roberts 
said he believed the $95 at KMBO 
was reasonable request because of 
the dual character of the work. 


Some time ago AFRA filed 
charges of unfair labor practices 
against Midland with the NLRB, 
citing the station for dealing direct 
with personnel, instead of through 
the bargaining unit. Likelihood in 
case negotiations fail again this 
week is that a Federal conciliator 
will step in for further meetings. 

In event these meetings fail to 
result in a contract, the strike 
would be the alternative, according 




















to Roberts. 
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3| __ Television Followup CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 




















the Riviera nitery. 
Singers presented an entirely | 
different matter. Peggy Lee, doub-| 





Continued from page 28 


sonality and style who seems 
headed for the big time. Tommy 
port, personable crooner from the 
Jocal radio marts, was the fourth 
and remaining act. Guests of the 
station provided the sideline fix- 
tures for the nitery setting within 
the rather jammed studio and 


there was the usual entre-act sport 
ef introducing a_table-occupying 
celebrity. Tagged for this occa- 
gion was Connie Mack, the vener- 
able boss of the Philadelphia Ath- 
jetics, who in a quickie interview 
graciously paid tribute to the last- 
lace White Sox. The fashion in- 
erlude, obviously hastily com- 
posed, had as its prime purpose a 
client pitch. It was done to dem- 
enstrate’to Maurice Sacks, a local 
furrier, how appropriate the med- 
jum d be for the merchandis- 
ing of his wares. While the pro- 
duction of the insert did lack fin- 
esse, the pictorial effect of the 
furs left nothing wanting, and it’s 
easy to imagine the sort of domes- 
tic interplay this display evoked: 
the wife raving over each manni- 
kined coat and the old man sud- 
denly finding some excuse to re- 
yair elsewhere in the domicile. 
After the telecast, Sacks, a user 
of radio for 20 years, was making 
tentative inquiries around the 
studio about the cost of such a 
tween $1,500 and $1,800 a broad- 








lifted the hour-long session back to 
an entertainment peak. It was a 
fast and funny show driven pri- 
marily by a top team of comics, Gil 
Lamb, Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis 
and emcee Morey Amsterdam. 
“Sugar Chile” Robinson also deliv- 
ered a terrific turn with his pre- 
cocious pianistics and the two 
items supplied by vocalist Gracie 
Barrie and the acrobatic Emerald 
Sisters were not lightweight either. 
But basically this was the comedy 
men’s show. 


Flanked by two other funny men, 
Amsterdam found it tough to shine. 
Mebbe it was because a lot of his 
gags had dust on them, but Am- 
sterdam was below his usual par. 
Even then, he’s still an amusing 
gent and knows how to handle any 
emcee chore with savvy. He can 
mugg, double-take and drop a fast | 
ad lib with the best. It’s about | 
time, however, that Amsterdam | 
parked that corny number, “I Want | 
to Hang My Hat On a Tree in| 
Brooklyn,” in Prospect Park Lake. | 
| 





Every show, 
allowed an occasional slump. Ed. 
Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” 
took its tumble from its usual high 
standards with its Aug. 8 display. | 
In this showcasing, the producers | 
seem to have forgotten the already | 
established precept of having the 


ling from the Paramount theatre, 
N.Y., provided the highspot with a 
well-delineated group. She looks 
excellent in ecleseup, altheugh the 


full-length shots tended to harden 


her appearance. Miss Lee con- 
centrated on ballads which made 
for a high degree of audience 
satisfaction. 

The De Marco sisters (5) from 
the Fred Allen radio show, gave 


the act dept. a good sendoff with | 


their vigorous renditions of tunes 
arranged for them by Murray 
Kane. 

One of the session’s failings was 
a strong comedy note. Jerry 
Bergen’s fiddle routine failed to 


fill in that spot for a variety of | 


reasons, one of them being that 


\the photography made him look 


like an average sized gent, where- 


as he needs to project his diminu- | 
‘tive stature to accent his particular 


brand of comedy. 

Al Kelly, the double-talker, had 
insufficient time to get started, 
thus depriving the setup of his 
comedy style. 

Sullivan, despite his progress in 
this medium, must still acquire the 
ability to warm up the stage for 


every act to start from scratch even 


hot hand. 





turn extract the meat of 4! PASO ANNOUNCERS 


act for video presentation. For | 


TO VOTE ON AFRA STAND 








Dallas—Ralph Widman has been 
named sports director for WFAA. 
|'He was tormerly program director 
‘of KWBC, Fort Worth, and an- 
‘nouncer on KFJZ, Fort Worth. 
| Widman will be heard in “Sports 
Revie v” three times weekly. 





San Antenie — Betty Bradford, 
whose hints and cooking tricks have 
been aired for the past 17 months 
over KTSA has switched to KABC 
'and will be heard daily in a quar- 
ter-hour program under the same 
sponsorship of Pioneer Flour Mills. 


' 





Kansas City—Contract between 
|'AFRA and WDAF here has been 
renewed, with a raise of $6 a week 
‘for staff announsers, etc. WDAF 
| is the local NBC affiliate. 





| St. Leuis—Robert S. Holcomb, 
| account exec at KMOX, has been 
| sLifted to Director of Press Infor- 
| mation, sueceeding Walter K. Rott, 
|resigned. Prior to joining KMOX 
| Holcomb spent eight years in the 


supposedly, iS | an act. His deliberate and formal | St. Louis newspaper field. 
'mannerisms make it necessary for | 





| Pittsburgh—Jim Bellamy is the 


\if the previous turn gets off to a| new manager of WPGH, succeed- 


ing George Young, who resigned. 
Bellamy comes here from WWSO 
in Springfield, O. Added to an- 
nouncinyg staff is Lew Stone, for- 
merly of WPIT. 





and later with WFNS, both at Burl- 
ington, has been named general 
manager of WADE in Wadesboro. 





San Diege—San Diego Union 
and Tribune-Sun have inaugurated 
a radio column titled “Around the 
Dial,” authored by Dorothy Ma- 
honey. She's an editorial staffer 
who got her start on the papers as 
a copygirl. 


K. C. Radio Council 
To Rate Kid Shows 
Via Parent Vox-Pop 


Kansas City, Aug. 10. 
Radio kid shows will be rated for 
benefit of parents and kiddies aiike 
under a plan being inaugurated 


by the Kansas City Radio Coun- 
cil, group of radio station program 
execs and parent-teacher represen- 
tatives. The Council is new cireu- 
lating a questionnaire to several 
hundred parents, listing current 
kid shows available in K.C., and 
asking parents to evaluate shows 
for young listeners, “a” being ex- 
cellent, “b” average, and “ce” poor. 

Project is being carried out un- 
der direction of Dorothy Heider- 
stadt, city library representative on 





show. It’s os most od <a. a dance ig oe lasting 10 the Council, and chairman of the 
pensive sustainer, running minutes or so can hardly be ex- El Paso, Aug. 10 San Antonie — Newcomer to the} committee on evaluation of radio 
east. pected to hold complete attention } Elections to determine if the sales staff of KTSA here is Archie programs for children. Council has 





There’s one facet in tele pro- 
gramming that has cued wide trade 
interest. That conrerns the manner 
in which video is integrating into 
its pattern the terp teams in the 
eomedic-satirie idiom. For example, 
the recent doubling of Helene & 
Harris from Radio City Music Hall, 
N. Y., into the “Texaco Star Thea- 
tre” on NBC-TV proved such ef- 
fective buffoonery for tele as to 


‘suggest that the small but none- 


theless fresh reservoir of talent 
(Hartmans, etc.) would be a natural 
in the TV programming picture. 





No matter what formula is used, 
the “Texaco Star Theatre” (NBC- 
TV) is only as good as the acts 
guesting on it. Last Tuesday (3), a 
crackerjack roster of vaude stars 
SESE 





for its duration, especially since | 
cameramen have yet to devise a/| 
means of photography to capture a 
broad sweep of action and subtlety 
of terp turns. 

There was a surplus of terping, 
considering that the Shoregord 
dancers, Joey Gilbert, a line and 
Jimmy Smith worked in - that 
category. 





American Federation of Radio 
Artists should be designated as 
their coilective bargaining agent, 
were authorized for the an- 
nouncers of the three local sta- 
tions in a ruling by the National 
Labor Relations Board. 

Principals in the case were 


'KROD, owned and operated by 


The Shoregord Balinese troupe : i : 
(4) handicapped themselves with a_ a gpI pe on ary "i 
long exposition of exotic dance} p..5 Broadcasting Co., and KTSA, 


moods. Photography was such that | 
the number of people participating | 


in the act was indefinite until the 


|owned and operated by Tri-States 
| Broadcasting Co., and AFRA. 


final frames and episodic nature of | Election must be held within 


the act didn’t make its long run- 
ning time worthwhile. Smith tap- 
ping atop a vibraphone a la Will 
Mahoney, despite Sullivan's build- 
up as “something fresh” made a 


|30 days by secret ballot, aceord- 
‘ing to the decision under super- 
‘vision of the NLRB regional di- 
'rector to ascertain if the em- 
ployes wished to be represented. 


Owens: 





Waco, Tex.—Curtis Matties, 
former chief continuity writer here 
for KWTX has resigned his posi- 
tion to become full time instructor 
in the radio department here at 
Baylor University. He had been 
teaching part time. 





Schenectady—G. Emerson Mark- 
ham, manager of WGY, WGFM 
and WRGB, received the Reuben 
Brigham award for outstanding 
services to the nation’s agriculture 
at a meeting of the American Ass’n 
of Agricultural College Editors in 
Spokane, Wash. (4). 








Raleigh — Jack MHankins, asso- 
ciated for several years with WBBB 





made a deal with Bob Hoyland, 
radio editor of the Kansas City 
Star, who will list the recom- 
mended (“a”) shows in his depart- 
ment once a month. Other shows 
will get no billing other than agate 
listings in regular radio columns, 
and will receive some official 
frowns from the parent groups and 
others. 

_.an was evolved at a meeting 
of the Council last week, with Ann 
Hayes, chairman of the Council and 
KCMO’s director of women’s ac- 
tivities, in charge. 

Results of the poll now under 
way will be tabulated in time for 
publication early in September, 
probably Sept. 5, with monthly re- 
visions. 


LL ————————— ee 




















Radio Sales 
Fepresents: 
Wwess 
WCBS-TV 
- New York 
Sag 
Chicago 
“WCAU-TV 
Philadelphia 
KNX 
Les Angeles 
Wwtop 
Washington 
KMOX 
St. Louis 
weco 
Minneapolis- 
St. Paul 


WEEI 
Boston 
WAPLWAFM 
Birmingham 
WRVA 
Richmond 
KSL 

Salt Lake City 
wer 
Charlotte 


Columbia 
PACHIC 
Network 
Columbia 
CALIFORNIA 
Network 
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be 9 


native 





and be happy 


When you want the natives to go for your product, go 


native yourself. The warm and friendly backing of a popular 
local personality will talk more people into buying more of 
your product... faster. The most effective way to go native 

in your most important markets is on your Radio Sales 
represented stations. Best proof is that each week national 
spot advertisers sponsor close to six hundred local live talent 
broadcasts on the Radio Sales represented stations! 


Radio Stations Representative...CBS Radio Sales 





1g eR: BE oP 


~ 


en Be ty labia 
SE ee a pea a ct ate 


aes 


wee ee 


—— a 


i ed ee ee 


Nt ene ate er = ear 








36 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 11, 1948 _ 














Jocks, Jukes and Disks |. :«« « 


By Bernie Woods 


: : . : ” ’ ao ae 
Major recording companies are ; floor—j-a-c-k. That’s where this | sic Co. 
culling vast catalogs of material reviewer 


| Snag Toledo Disk Thief 


Toledo, O., Aug. 10. 

Record thefts that have baffled 
'Toledo music store operators for 
the past six months were solved 
| when police caught Stephan Ad- 
!ams running from the United Mu- 
with a dozen records last 
(5). All of the disks 








fell off. Flipover is au- | Thursday 


made in the late 30’s and early 40’s| thentic hillbilly from London, a' stolen during the past half-year 


by name bands, which at that time 
ruled the recording roost, losing it 
a few years back to name singers. 
With the band business at a low 
ebb, in record sales and ballroom 
b.o., the reissuing of bygone plat- 
ters may be able to do for it what 
it cannot do for itself, i.e., set up a 
hit which could touch off new in- 
terest. 

Such an occurrence could do 
more than that. Jt could straighten 
out the twisted musical approach 
to the b.o. currently being made 
by most good name maestros. 
Virtually all of the hits of the 
above years are comparatively 


i , even those | : : 
simple melody and beat, e . | these standards is a rare cut. His! 


by the bands that were then known 
as “swing” combos. And in com- 
parison to the “progressive” maie- 
rial most modern outfits have been 
unsuccessfully trying to cram down 
the throat of the record-buying 
public, it’s corny. But it’s b.o. And 
if one of the old platters click it’s 
quite possible that, in view of the 
way top name bandleaders follow 
the leader, a new trend in full-band 
music could result. 

Don’t misunderstand, there’s no 


| Pete Chilvers’ guitar, is a luscious 


| valuable. 


feeling in this corner against “pro-| 


gressive” music, so long as it’s 
done wel!. Unfortunately, the 
majority of the product in recent 
years wasn’t. And maestros who 
perform thusly must make up their 
minds whether they want to be 
musicians following an unsuccess- 
ful trend, or business men, which is 


what they are in the final analysis. | 


A revival of an old hit might bring 
them back to the ’41 starting point 
and start them progressing in a 
different direction. 

In the last few 
Victor, Columbia, 


months, 
Decca, 


RCA- | 
which | 


hold the only heavy band catalogs, | 


have been reissuing old Tommy 


Dorsey, Glenn Miller, Benny Good- | 


man and Jimmy Dorsey, et al., 


disks. Of course many are stand-| § : d- | bly pear, - 
ing melody with a good lyric, lab y go to the Coast this fall. 


ard pieces which have been con- 
sistently in demand and which 
aren’t likely to create fresh in- 
terest. Many aren’t as well known, 
however, and, bolstered by new 
releases, something could happen. 

Victor is trying, for example, 
with Tommy Dorsey. 


It holds a! 


new release by him of which big, 
things are expected. And a huge) 
promotion campaign is being work- | 


ed to push the disking of a tune 


titled “Until,” which Dorsey has) 


held within his own music com- 
pany for several years. A _ nos- 
talgic-feel melody similar to his 


“Ull Never Smile Again” hit of. 


1940, “Until” has the sort of punch 
to tie a rocket to T. D.’s recording 
kite. Done at a medium beat by 
the full band, with vocals by the 
combined Clark Sisters. and Town 
Criers, and Harry Prine, it’s a lush 
performance. Jukes and _ jocks 
should look into it immediately. 
It’s strona! . 

King Cole “Little Girl’-“Baby. 
Baby All the Time” (Capitol). Cole 
has had nothing going since the 
advent of “Nature Boy.” Either of 
these sides are juke potentials, 
“Girl” the stronger. A_ standard, 
it’s done at bright tempo, vocalled 
by Cole. “Baby” is more charac- 
teristic of him. a blues piece done 
slowly and basted by sharp guitar 
work, 

Jack Lathrop and Drugstore 
Cowboys “Hair of Gold’-“You Call 
Everybody Darling” (Victor). Lath- 
rop’s version of “Hair.” a rising 
pop, will run strongly in the b.o. 
race of the tune. “Darling” also 
hits the spot. though not quite as 
well done. Backed by harmonicas 
and the Drugstore Cowboys, a vocal 
group, both sides are commercially 
cut and jukes and jocks wil! find 
them in there. 

Dinah Shore “Buttons § and 
Bows” - “Daddy-O” (Columbia). 
Dinah Shore doesn’t often dip into 
the country corn, but she seems to 
have hit a tall, ripe one in “Bows.” 
Ably aided by the Happy Valley 
Boys, she gives the cute melody 
and lyrie a lilting once-over in- 
Stantly remindful of her “Darling 
Daughter” hit. It has what it takes 
to climb the jukes and jocks rat- 
ings. “Daddy-O,” a blues hit, is 
also well done, benefiting from 
Sparkling musical background. 

Anne Shelton-Sam Browne “Say 
Something Sweet to Your @veet- 
heart’-“Law Is Comin’ Fer Ya. 
Paw” (London). An example of 
overdoing a very acceptable tune. 
Say Something” has good melodic 
quality for the current-type song 
market, but whoever devised the 
idea for those interpolations added 


* enough unintended laughs to ruin 


the disk. A medium-beat ballad, 
it transcends the interruptions un- 
til, following a romantic line. 
Browne slips in “you've got the 





| Always Have Memories of You.” | 





‘were from the same series of al- 
'bums, “Songs of Our Times,” hit 
both sides. ‘tunes through the years from 1916 
Barclay Allen “Loch Lomond”- | to 1940. : 

“Muchachita” (Capitol). Allen’s; Adam; pleaded guilty and was 
nimble fingers paint a piano pic- | fined $25 and sentenced to 30 days 
ture of both standards which jocks | ;,, the Lucas County Jail. At his 
i find A punabeges | as = smart |iome a stack of “Songs of Our 
change of pace. “Lomond” is alm.» vac nile ahha’ : 
well-knit thought embellished by pene was piled beside pho 
excellent guitar, alternately above, The phonograph was broken. 


corn piece that can carn its way on 
its own level. Keynotes assist on 


below and with Allen’s keyboard- | 
ing. ‘“‘Muchachita” is juke stuff. 


Again Allen's didoes are brightly | °nR° : ° 
See SS Hillard Resign 
Head” - “Dark Eyes’ (London). 

Mercury V.P. Post 


Heath’s arrangements of either of | 
Chicago, Aug. 10. 


Jimmy Hilliard, Mercury Rec- 





scoring of “Head,” spotlighting 


bit of tailoring performed in a 
manner superior to most and the | 
equal of anything that U.S. bands | orq’s v.p. in charge of artists and 
of the same calibre have turned out | repertoire resigned last week. In 
recently. Same goes for the flip-| the past year, following the amal- 
we whign ton Se fine fk gg 'gamation with Keynote Records 
ng by enny Baker. ukes in| °*. a OE there =v ; 
picked locations will find them | and ae ren He hy nye Ham- 
For jocks who program | mon and avi all on the artist 
instead of picking in the dark, both end, Hilliard Ss recording duties be- 
are musts. |;came lighter. Also with Mitchell 
. | Miller taking over the New York 
Platter Pointers ‘cuttings and the A&R division 
Benny Goodman’s Capitol issue | moving to New York under 
of “Love Is Just Around the Cor- | 
ner” and “Cherokee” is a musical | 
ball for the clarinest-maestro and | cury almost three years. 
a small group. B.G.’s own work Peculiarly, Miller, who is a clas- 


mellows and shines brighter with | sical oboe player, will have direct | 


the years, but, unfortunately a | charge of the cutting of the “pop” 
limited market awaits both these | sides, while Hammond will super- 


. peo Soca: : g. Hall will be on 
ing of “Judaline,” from “A Date! the classical end. Murray Nash, 


With Judy,” is a rather heavy and | recently brought numerous 


er | who 
stilted approach to a tune that! masters into Mercury, has the 
western and hillbilly post. 


needed a lighter touch; it’s backed | 
by “After All,” both Secomgantes | Hilliard, second of the old guard 
to leave, first being 


by Bob Farnon’s orchestra 
has many | Berle Adams, chairman of the 


Al Donahue’s “My Old Fashioned | #! Mercury 
Gal” (Crystal Tone) ; : 
good points. It’s a nostalgic-sound- | board until last year, will prob- 


ee pers by the band at 
by ‘Charlene ‘Bartley and. chorus, WOODY HERMAN IN 
Jaye Pace sings e reverse, “l’ 

2 i : RETURN TO GAC FO 


‘ e Woody Herman last week ended 
Jimmy Spitalny Hangs Up the quest by virtually all major 
Baton; Comic ‘Or Else | band agencies for a management 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. {contract with him. He signed with 


Jimmy Spitalny, local band- |General Arti j : 
bem y } a | al Artists Corp. during a 
leader and. son of vet Pitt radio meeting in Asbury Park, N. J.. 








the | 
scheduling of Miller, Hilliard had | 
little left to do. He was with Mer- | 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


i secret in the music business, Jimmy Campbell (under 
nis nen oe ot Tyre) has been jammed a couple of times, and cur- 
rently friends are making efforts anew to extricate him from his pres- 
ent situation in Riverside, Cal. Among them are Irene (Chappell 
Gallagher, Jack Hylton, et al. When Reg Connelly, longtime partner 
with him in the Campbell Connelly music firm, heard of it, the London 
| i isher observed: 
aur dina te music business needs is men of his calibre; or was it 
'men of his calibre that made the music business what it is (or isn’t) 
'today!” Campbell has long since been out of the CC firm. 








Ace Hutkins has formed a crew around six of Artie Shaw's 1939-40 
'sidemen using Shaw’s old library. Formation of the group is part of 
a hefty campaign to get Shaw back on the bandstand. Bob Keene will 
‘front the 14-piece group and Penny Parker will handle the vocals. Bill 
Anson. KFWB disk jockey, and Don Otis, KLAC platter pusher, will 
| plug the old Shaw records on their programs with the slogan “Let’s 
| draft Shaw back.” RCA-Victor will erect a Shaw record display at all 
| band’s bookings featuring the leader's big-time platter sellers which 
| the band will play. MCA is setting dates for the group. 





Decea prexy Jack Kapp and the Andrews Sisters, accompanied by 
their manager, Lou Levy, sailed jointly on the same boat for London 
| recently, whereupon the disk company head took occasion to present 
‘them with a plaque for a five-time “Million Record Club” award. The 
| numbers made by the sisters (four of them with Bing Crosby and all 
| with their favorite Vic Schoen orchestral accompafiment) were “Pistol 
| Packin’ Mama.” “Don’t Fence Me In,” “South America, Take It Away,” 
| “Jingle Bells” and “Rum and Coca-Cola.” Latter was the only. disk by 
the Andrews’ on their own. 








Some five years ago songwriter Ida Shurman made an ingenious at- 
tempt to have a tune published by integrating the song into the plot 
of a mystery novel she wrote called “Death Beats the Band.” While 
she says the book was “quite successful,” publishers failed to show any 
| interest in the number. However, a few weeks ago her patience was 
rewarded when the Boston Music Co. brought out her “The Scarecrow 
Man” for which she did both words and music. Miss Shurman, who 
studied at the Juilliard School of Music, last year also composed music 
to Bert Lahr’s lyrics for some specialty songs in “Burlesque.” 





Alan Courtney, former New York disk jockey, opened an icecream 
| parlor-restaurant in Freeport, L. I., a while back and is said to be doing 
| well. Main gimmick of the spot, called Radio Restaurette, is Courtney 
himself. He does a disk show from the place seven nights weekly, 10-11 
on WGGB, and he plays only recordings requested by customers in the 
| place at the time they file requests. Between disks, Courtney speaks 
|of the people who are in his spot, giving names, etc., lending the 
whole operation the flavor of a small town newspaper on the air. 








_ Independent record labels on the Coast have found that banks are 

turning a deaf ear to pleas for loans after being nicked by four bank- 
| ruptcies within recent months. Waxeries can’t get more than scrap 
| value (5c per pound) on unsold pressings. Heavier blow came with the 
| realization that the bottom has dropped out of pressing plant value. 
| These, in high demand during the war years, now can raise but scrap 
| metal value—about 8c per pound.’ Operators could get about $l a 


} pound on pressing machines up until last year. 








Herb Carlin, Chicago Civic Opera manager. says that any Chi dates 
| played by Stan Kenton’s orchestra would be played at the Opera 
_ House, contrary to the statement by Kenton on the Coast. Kenton 
| said that Carlin would play him ‘in another and since Carlin, as Civic 
| Opera manager, couldn’t take a promoter’s cut since he is on salarv. 

Carlin, however, might have Kenton for several out-of-town deals. 
He has set aside Oct. 9-10 for Kenton at the Civic Opera. 


Toledo Synd. Incorporates | r . 
To Operate Dancehalls| Arthur Godfrey Wins 








maestro, Maurice Spitalny, has é } : 
hung up his baton to embark on a where he was working Convention Toledo, Aug. 10. By Default In Suit Vs. 
career as a cafe comedy single. | Hall. Milt Krasny, GAC v.p. engi-| Interstate Amusements, Inc., head- ° 
He broke in the act last week-end | neered the deal. ed by Stanley Jechura of Toledo, Crown Over Old Disks 
at Gray Wolf Tavern near Sharon, | pyorman hn ettindiiy ener has been incorporated with 500 Dalton : 
Pa., and is leaving for New York | , ; 8 : mg . |Shares of no par value common pe ieee eee ne 
to work out of the big town. He'll for eight or nine years prior to his | stock to lease and operate race eo aenee 2 ee eee eee 
get a helping hand in new career shift last year to Continental Art-|tracks, dance halls, and other in N. Y. federal court by Arthur 
from Harry Squires, who manages |ists. His CA pact expires Oct. 15,| amusement centers in Ohio and |GOdifrey resulted in a decision 
aoe Pull belie: however. aad’: tines Cantniaes | MAMIE. handed down last week by Federal 
Last summer, Spitalny decided |has been absorbed by Joe Glaser’s| Firm already operates the fair- |Judge Sylvester J. Ryan awarding 
to try the Coast as an entertainer, Associated Booking, he moved else- | grounds track at Adrian, Mich., for the : Fadle oe ae Seheraaney 
Sulueve ae ie Gunes of crue ‘ool midget auto racing. decree. Plaintiff had charged that 
— failed to pay off on three 
recordings as well as a couple of 
. a Week of August 7 (masters he had handed the disker 
,. ARIETY | 1) Best Sellers on Com-Machmes sree, (inte AT dea . 
a ‘ ee the decree Godfrey gets 
: ack all rights to his recordings, 
1. YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLING (6) (Mayfair) ........ et) eras the deal is rescinded and Seen ie 
Ri: RE AIRC GUE MUVOUMUNID Bi oss ds cgdacdanes' ) Dick Haymes ........ pees Sle in ane ee te 
ra ego ) eter... . cui ak Columbia platters. In addition the wax firm 
3. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (18) (Biltmore)............... Griffin-Wayne ........... Rondo J /Wwas ditected to make an accounting 
: . / o Godfrey. Involved in the acti 
4. woop ‘CKER SO! v2. Serre Columbia shi ee sae 
Y WOODPECKER SONG (11) (Leeds).............. (Mel Blanc-Sportsmen.. .. Capitol Mr < pe yrer nal _of Melancholy 
5. MAYBE YOU’LL BE THERE (3) (BVC).................... Gordon Jenkins......... Decca the " Menmels Meets “tie Moon,” 
s oon, 
6. LOVE SOMEBODY (8) (Kramer-W.)....................06- D. Day-B. Clark . .. Columbia “Blow the Man Down” and “Freck- 
7. TREE IN MEADOW (2) (Shapiro-B).....................-. Margaret Whiting...... Capitol f |!es.”. 
8. MY HAPPI { Jon & Sondra Steele..... Damon . 
Cea Tite Wate ori) i pee ae \ Pied Pipers............. Capitol $) Deg Moines Co sid 
9. WM. TELL OVERTURE (10) (Tune Town) ................. MG TOROS ck. 6 eax cs Victor n ers 
10. LITTLE WHITE LIES @2) (BVC) ......... I nesel og ed RRS prs ing Bill 
hb eT Ce {Tommy Dorsey .......... Victor Jukebox Licens 
C : . Des Moines, Aug. 5. 
_ Town is giving thought to licens- 
oming Up ing eee har ag and “non-gambling” 
mechanical amusement devices. 
3 HAIR OF GOLD (Mellin) . ~ EUET ELT EY eee ree Os: Harmonicats ......... Universal J*| Proposed ordinance has been — 
¢ LONG WAY FROM ST. LOUIS (Jewel) ...... 20.00.0000 0.0. Ray McKinley........... Victor $| mitted to the attorney-general’s 
ASTM STBBET.RAG (Ghaptre-BY ......... ook ees es cee es Pee Wee Hunt.......... Capito. f | “ice for an opinion on its legality. 
RUN, JOE, RUN (Preview) ............... i tly te ry Withen and tit tn 
chee) odes cca sh aee es Louis Jordan............Decca the city for kebo 
PUT ’EM IN BOX (Remick) i nachines. It is estimated the 
Pe EP ecccarecsccucscees King Cole......5..5...: Capitol other machines. [t is estimated the 
CONFESS (Oxford) ................ {Patti Page ............Mercury $| take” would net the city $35,000 
yore eee é reesereseeseses) Jimmy Dorsey..... _M-G-M te 
ye” A ee lumbi eee pean, Demat, playing 
TEA LEAVES (Morris) ........0.......... A em Elle. Fiecgerala Sag “oot jukeboxes between midnight and 6 
-m. and no coin-opera i 
mage gran ey Se oree . Art Mooney ....... ; M-G-M any kind could Se liateIna coe 
HADO Pe ere es a, pe ee Bing Crosby ........... Decca 200 feet of a church, school or- 
even DY LOVES SOMEBODY (Sinatra) {Frank Sinatra......... Columbia playground. Licensee also would 
YBO SEP TERVA ES ¢¢ SCRA er Capitol ¢ | be forbidden to permit any person 
BABY DON’T BE MAD (Paramount) __... bic hy eelekctas Sart Frankie Laine ......... Mercury | \¢ss than 18 to operate any mechan- 
MAHARAJAH OF MAGIDOR (Mutual) ....................... Vaughn Monroe ......... Victor £1 including “men Walt: Cetmed as 
including “any ball or pin game, 
[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) ee, mochemical ‘bestbell 
or football game, card game or 
PELPLPPPESESSSESOOSE FOOSE OSES ELESEDOD PEEPOEHEPOSOFOSESOOSOOEFOSOSEESEEEEES (Ame Of Chance. 
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% justice Vincent L. Leibell, in N. Y. 


S an attempt to have the court fix 


Wednesday, August 11, 1948 


VARIETY 





ASCAP Plans to Seek Modification 
Of Judge Leibell’s Tough Decision 


American woe vad ot 
hors an ishers Nas 
posers “4 planned further moves | Landwehr Takes Over 
in regard to the recent decision by’ Ft. Worth Casino for 100G 
ederal court, which outlawed the Ft. Worth, Aug. 10. 





Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“You Can’t Be True, Dear” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“My Happiness” 

“Most Requested” Disk 
“Love Somebody” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“You Call Everybody Darling” 


British Best Seller 
“Galway Bay” 





sty’s collection of exhibition| In a $100,000 deal, ownership of 
egg flo Wednesday (4), ASCAP’s | the Lake Worth Casino here passed | 
ene of directors, in a special |last week to Joe E. Landwehr. | 
board med Robert W. Patter- | Long a nitery operator, he built | 

meeting, na land f y Vs 
Secretary of War and|and formerly ran the Plantation 


son, former dent of the N. Y. Bar | Clubs in Dallas and Houston. 


current presl Ps ; “ 
Assn., as its leader and adviser on| Casino’s sale does not include 
the deepest problem the Society | tights to the land which are re- 
has had to face in years. — tained by the city. Ownership 
From now on, the case is Patter- | shuffle resulted in Robert T. Smith, 
son’s baby. ASCAP will follow his | son of George (Casino) Smith, be- 
recommendations. The ex-FDR/ing upped from assistant manager 
cabinet member has gone on a | to manager. Elder Smith operated 
brief vacation, taking with him all |the ballroom since 1928. 


testimony, the decision, etc., rela- 


tive to the case. It’s expected that 
upon his return ASCAP will know 
in which direction to head. Mean- eps 0 
while, the N. Y. independent thea- 
ASCAP-Theatre 


Seat Tax Breach 








ASCAP brought about Justice 
Leibell’s damaging decision, are 
said to be preparing an appeal in 


financial damages to them by 
ASCAP’s pre-suit actions. (Leibell’s 








D. C. Bill Would 
Make Bootlegging 
Disks a Crime 


Washington, Aug. 10. 

One of the last bills introduced 
before Congress quit Saturday (7) 
was one that would make unlawful 
the pirating of phonograph records. 
Bill, hoppered-‘by Rep. King of Cal- 
ifornia, was sent to languish in the 
House judiciary committee. It 
will have to be reintroduced at next 
|year’s Congress if it’s to get any- 
| where. 
Measure says that “any person 








decision flatly stated such damages 
were non-existent). 


Month to Digest stepped into the chaotic picture re- 


who willfully and for profit manu- 


Broadcast Music last week | factures, uses or sells any pirated 


recordings serving to reproduce 


Patterson figures to have at least | sulting from Federal Judge Vincent | mechanically a copyrighted musi- 
one month to digest the angles of | L. Leibell’s decision that bars the | cal composition shall be guilty of 


the suit and its result. Judge Lei-| American Society of Composers. 
bell is also away and isn’t ex-|Authors and Publishers from col- 
pected to signature the injunction | lecting a seat tax for the perform- 
against ASCAP’s collection of seat- | ance of its music in films. In letters 
taxes until mid-September. Before | to the more important catalogs af- 


a misdemeanor.” Punishment is up 
to a year in jail and/or a fine of 
not less than $100 and not more 
than $1,000. Disks will be con- 
sidered pirated if they are un- 


ufactured by or for the copyright 


that time, ASCAP will seek to/|filiated with BMI, Sidney mnaci,| vlactured copies of a record man- 


confer with Judge Leibell regard- | executive v.p. and general counsel, 
ing a more favorable decree, on the |urged such firms as Peer, E. B. 
theory that his decision was unus-|Marks, Duchess and others to 
ually far-reaching and could great- |“‘make hay while the sun shines,” 
ly affect ASCAP’s future. This is | Le. seize the opportunity to for- 
something that film producers, ra-|mulate deals with Hollywood film 
dio, and many theatre operators , producers for BMI music. 

would not like to happen since; BMI agrees wholeheartedly with 
negotiating, thereafter, for music | Justice Leibell’s decision that 
rights would be a burdensome | ASCAP acted illegally in demand- 
headache, and would in the end {ing an exhibition performance fee 
involve much more money than it|on top of synchronization fees. 
now consumes in being able to do | BMI has from the start, it’s pointed 
business direct with the Society |out in Kaye’s letter, believed only 
as a central clearing house. If|in clearance at the source. And 
Judge Leibell modifies his opinion, | since Justice Leibell’s decision has 
no appeal may be necessary; other- created a condition whereby neither 
wise ASCAP will take it to the | ASCAP publishers nor writers are 
highest courts. certain which faction has the right 





While plans and counter-plans |to dicker for synchronization, and 
are being blueprinted, the music |are not selling music rights in the 
(Continued on page 42) usual quantity to Hollywood until 
they do, Kaye points out the time 
e nd in. He feels that BMI firms can 
UuSIC at least achieve a more solid foot- 
b hold in Hollywood despite the 
limited amount of music available 

J quantities. 
onie Taps, Columbia Pictures| BMI asserts that since Justice 
seeeve and the film studio’s mu- | Leibell’s decision, it has been con- 
tor, returned to Holly-|tacted by at least three major 
000 music package for “Jolson |suitable music for synchronization 
seen Again,” the forthcoming | purposes, about which there is no 
= to the Al Jolson biopic | argument over who has the right 
Cycle. The music synchronization |to license. No deals have been 


is ripe for BMI affiliates to move 
through them in comparison to 
or ASCAP pubs. Hollywood has and 
is using BMI music, but in small 
wood over the weekend with a|Hollywood studios in search of 
rights for “T ” 
to $120,000, he Jolson Story” came | made. 








proprietor or by a person licensed 
by the copyright owner. 





L. A. Cracks Down 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Drive has been launched locally 
to track down disk counterfeiters 
floodirig Los Angeles with press- 
ings of hijacked masters. Racket, 
disclosed by Variety three months 
ago, which originally duplicated 
indie hits, has now spread to spuri- 
ous copies of major platteries’ best 
sellers. 

Counterfeiters have exact replica 
of labels of top firms. Joe Perry, 
of Decca, says 5,000 “Decca” plat- 
ters are now on market in this ter- 
ritory of waxings Decca hasn’t even 
released yet. Bullet records also 
has been hit hard. Al Katz, Coast 
rep, says he knew of about 8,000 
copies of firm’s big hit. ‘Near You,” 


(Continued on page 42) 


Cap Hits Velvet In 
Post-Ban Clicks 


Capitol Records feels that it is 
one of the luckiest disk firms in 
existence because it has been con- 
sistent over the past two summers 
in coming up with surprise hits to 
help it over the summer’s dog days. 
Last summer, for example, when 
few knew how close the newest 
major was to financial exhaustion, 
out of left field came the Jo Staf- 
ford-Red Ingle “Temptation” click, 
and Tex Williams’ “Smoke, Smoke, 
Smoke.” 

This year, when the company was 
in a much better financial condi- 
tion, but sales were sliced by tne 
deepest slump in years, Cap latched 
on to Pee Wee Hunt’s “12th Street 
Rag,” Margaret Whiting’s “Tree In 
a Meadow” and several harmonica- 
vocal items such as the Sports- 
men’s “Woody Woodpecker,” the 
Pied Pipers “My Happiness.” All 
of the tunes that have supported 
Cap this summer, with the excep- 
tion of Hunt’s, were cut after the 
disk ban. 


S.F.’s Blanco’s Newest 
Mecca for Name Bands 


San Francisco Italian Restaurant 
—Blanco’s—is the latest mecca for 
name bands in that town. Huge 
spot, which has used talent of 
various kinds for some time, last 
week bought Lionel Hampton’s 
orchestra for two weeks, opening 
Sept. 1, with Cab Calloway to fol- 
low. Hampton’s coin is undisclosed, 
but it’s big. 

Spot has also made Associated 














Pe ‘aan . ony ape clause 
at-tax in a e new “ . 
flmusical deals, in view of tne | Standard Dispatching 
Vim SCAP decision by Judge Cu 
incent L. Leibell in N. Y. federal Crew to Eng. to Cut 
pera le rl Bong 24g in- F T olin ns 
chro on fees from esh 
33% to 100%, in the event the de- r ranscriptio 
n is upheld. Standard Transcriptions, one of 
At the Pongo Mery ruling is a|the largest suppliers of recorded 
roadcast Music, Inc. ie to radio stations, will be 
which has music to radio § ’ 
sult is that pepe ae gar a a first transcriber to send a crew to 
Producers have gone to BMI for | England for plattering purposes. 
rg music usages, since it | Harry Bluestone, production man- 
ree then ing rights at the/|ager, Bob Callen, engineer, sail 
Seat tax. “7 RO Strings anent @ | tom New York Sept. 5, carrying 
—. tape recorder. They'll stay indefi- 
WIZELL, D nitely, shipping back musi¢e which 
AVIS TEAMUP; will be dubbed onto master plat- 
BM BACKS NEW FIRM ‘“S.cnce 
Murray tng v — by ei wey | os 
Wizell, f from diski ere, has n hard- 
sional Manager for + onal = pressed to get new tunes, although 
and Joe Davis have completed ne. |S0me custom-made jobs have been 
oes MS with Broadcast Music| °rdered from Paris, Mexico City. 
opened net the former two have| Firm meanwhile has still re- 
Ine, Murray Wizell Music Co., | ceived no opinion from NLRB that 
tone BMI backing. Firm has|AFM ban is illegal under section 
pooch the negotiating stage for |8B of Federal labor law as amend- 
tion, Weeks and with its comple-|ed by Taft-Hartley. Charge was 
Wizell got going immediately, | filed May 13. As far as can be 
etting UP offices in Davis’ N. Y.|determined, this is the longest 
eral Davis operates sev- | NLRB has waited before handing 
Wisen ASCAP and BMI firms.|down opinion. Law “suggests 
title « 8 initial tune will be one| NLRB should give an opinion 
Va In My Dreams,” recorded by | within 10 days after documented 
"ghn Monroe for RCA-Victor. | charges are presented. 








Booking, which handles Hampton, 
an offer for Billie Holliday. 
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AFM Clarifies Status of Bandsmen 
Who Sing, Act; Needn t Join AGVA 





Petrillo Stiff-Arms Can. 


Mounties Out of Union Job 


Toronto, Aug. 10. 
Canada’s famed Mounties’ band 


'was forbidden to play at the Lib- 


eral Party convention to choose a 
new leader when James Petrillo, 
head of the American Federation 
of Musicians, stated that the red- 
coats were non-union and _ that 





other duly certified union musi- 
icians were available. 


Whether bandleaders and/or 
their sidemen are musicians or 
actors on particular theatre or 
nitery dates is a question that for 
some time has aggravated the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
and gotten it into squabbles with 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians. Last week, however, - the 
AFM finalized the problem by cir- 
cularizing all agencies to the effect 
that AFM members who sing, 
dance, or tell stories in addition 
to their musician’s chores, shall 
not become members of the vaude 


Mounties were to have played at| union “except with permission of 


|a Liberal garden party Thursday 
/(12) and, the following evening 
lead a torchlight parade. Petrillo 
decree forced convention officials 
to hire the Governor-General’s 
Foot Guards for both events. 
Guards is a union band. 


Decca No Longer 


Can Bolster Pop 
Issues Via World 


Decca Records gave up all rights 
to one of its sources of pop-record 
material when it sold its World 
Broadcasting subsidiary to Fred- 
eric Ziv last week for $1,500,000. 
World’s deals with its artists, either 
maestros or singers, gave Decca 


the right to dub any desired tune 
from the World catalog for release 
as a pop Decca disk, through the 
simple expedient of paying scale to 
the musicians involved. Deal could 
apply, of course, only to name art- 
ists either under contract to Decca 
itself or unaffiliated elsewhere. 


Since the first of the year, when 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians disk ban went into effect, 
Decca has made good use of the ex- 
tensive World fund of tunes. That 
Decca made fewer sides and spent 
less money on stocking itself with 
material before the ban, was partly 
due to the realization that the odds 
were in favor of its being able to 
draw from World a hit tune that 
hadn’t been made for Decca’s own 
stockpile. Here’s how it worked: 
if, for example, Russ Morgan, 
who’s under contract to both Decca 
and World, cut a click tune for 
World that he didn’t do for Decca 
and which had not been made for 
Decca by anyone else, Decca would 
dub Morgan’s version from World’s 
master, pay Morgan’s men scale a 
second time, and release it on the 
Decca label. Morgan would be paid 
via his royalty deal with Decca. 


However, according to Ziv ex- 
ecutives, Decca relinquished all 
rights to World material when the 
firm was sold. Except for certain 
standard items, Decca is no longer 
able to bolster its pop issues with 
tunes made for World. 


Chi Retailers Slash 
Indie and Major Label 
Prices to Clear Stock 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Chicago record retailers have 
started to unload pop stock in 
wholesale fashion at cut rates. 
Under the guise of mid-year 
clearances and the “demonstrators” 
tag, stores are slashing prices of 
not only indie labels but majors’ 
product as well, with reductions 
ranging from 30 to 50%. Out of 
six large retail outlets in the Loop 
only one has refrained from join- 
ing the mark-down rush. 

Another device for getting 
around manufacturers’ price levels 
is to offer the records as survivors 
from broken albums. Majority of 
the disks are selling at 45c. to 50c. 
and in some instances off brands 
= being packaged at three for 


Some of the outlets are buying 
up platters from either distribs 
who are in need of immediate cash 
or stores in other towns that have 
given up the ghost in recent 
months. Manufacturers can’t crack 
down on the price-cutting of such 
wares since these buys are not gov- 
erned by price-level pacts. At 
least, that’s what the quick-turn- 
over element figures. 











the AFM.” 


Agencies had been of the 
opinion, and so did many musi- 
cians, that an agreement existed 
between AGVA and the AFM un- 
der which musicians could be asked 
to join the former when their work 
encroached upon AGVA’s terri- 
tory (there are many name leaders 
who do not play instruments, but 
who entertain in other ways, bring- 
ing them within the jurisdiction of 
the vaude organization. AFM fiat- 
ly states that there had been an 
“understanding” with AGVA, but 
as of Aug. 5 the thin accord was 
severed, that no AFM member was 
to become an AGVAite. Door was 
left. open, however, for unusual 
cases by that “except by permis- 
sion” phrase. 

AGVA as a rule demanded that 
a maestro or sideman who was 
more a vaude-type artist than a 
musician, take out a “per job” card, 
at a $10 tap. Rarely, it’s said, did 
AGVA insist upon full-year mem- 
bership. 


AFM’s new stance will ease 
many headaches for agency book- 
ers and musicians. But they still 
are bothered occasionally by 
tangles with other unions, for ex- 
ample the American Federation of 
Radio Artists. Last year, when 
Johnny Long’s orchestra was set 
to do the Teen-Agers broadcast on 
NBC, AFRA insisted that every one 
of Long’s men take out a full AFRA 
membership. Demand was based 
upon the fact that Long’s arrange- 
ments called for choral work by his 
sidemen. Each was asked to get up 
$56 for an AFRA card though the 
band was to play only two shows, 
They refused and a tangle resulted 
in which the AFM took a hea 
hand before the case was settled. 


Barton in Bid To 
Dust Off Shingle 


Ben Barton is making an attempt 
to straighten out the tangled finan- 
cial affairs of his Barton Music 
retain ownership of the firm and 
put it back into operation. Publish- 
ing house lapsed into a financial 
hole late last year, and Barton at 
that time flew to the Coast and 
remained there, leaving with at- 
torneys the task of trying to dis- 
pose of the company and satisfy 
creditors. 

Barton returned east last week 
and immediately began legal hud- 
dles to untangle the mess. He says 
that he and Hank Sanicola, a part- 
ner, intend to put some of their 
own money back into the firm, and 
that a third man, whose identity 
is undisclosed, will put up more. 
They hope to pay off preferred 
creditors (all songwriters owed 
royalties) more than 75c. on the 
dollar, and general creditors at bet- 
ter than 25c. on the dollar. 

If the plan goes through, Barton 
will reactivate the publishing firm 
on a smaller scale than it operated 
during and following the period 
when Frank Sinatra was an active 
third partner. 


LAINE, DAMONE RENEW 
MERCURY DISK PACTS 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 

Frankie Laine and Vie i cntas 
last week pacted new three year 
deals wit Mercury Records. New 
“agreement calis for minimum of 12 
sides each year, but Laine will not 
start his until after the recording 
ban is lifted, as he refuses to dub 
vocals to English backgrounds. He 
will record only with his accom- 
panist and er, Carl Fischer, 
who falls under the union ban. 

Damone is set for some sides 
this fall with overseas backgrounds, 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC VARIETY 
a ~lal . 
For Ist 6 Months VARIETY E = | 
Survey of retail disk best uw g | & | Sis 13 - 
Decca Records showed over a sellers, based on reports ob- 2 7 1S . 6 
50% drop in its financial statement tained from leading stores in 3 er s si 3 0 o| 5, e = v T 
for the first six months of this year 12 cities, and showing com- s v |e 2 | E | 2] Bl] & E Z Oo 
as against the same period last parative sales rating for this >| m1 &| 5 c| eile | #| E'sit 
and last week. : .| = Ce; unlisiMiaelaei{s{ si} A 
year. Company reported a _ net 9 ei sis @ 1 ie S g 2) BI 
profit of $427,210 for the period 7 c | - | 4\s =) E F j 71™ 
ended June 30. Figure is unaudited e Title) 3 | Bi BSi/@leigia ] Pp 
i ¥. | ) io | a 
and allowed for $26,840 in estimat- National Week Ending ‘ 3 = | 2 | i | 7 6 | 2|2/|0 
ed taxes. Net equalled 55c. per Rating A 7 oe; ol tio els Ligigiais ely 
share for 776,650 holders of capital ug. - be |Siaj/a| & e e|s © | 2 is | N 
stock, as against the $1.14 per paid This Lest 2 | = 5 | s e| ¢ | z = | = igigis | T 
we » . ara " nis 4B i | | aa 7 J |= — £ ~ Ss 
ers for the initial six months of °47, | wk wk. Artist, Label, Title eee el Mit) BIS rere isi ele. 
Net profit for the comparable pe- K: GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) - 
riod of last year totaled $889,150, 1 1 “You Can’t Be True, Dear” a ee, ee es g 
and the comparison indicates how — sE WEE HUNT (Capitol) 
f.r the recording business has fall- 2 4 aie Street Rag” yest ea 9 2 1 , > 7,4 £.t.s @ 
en off in the past six months. Final ————"L TRACE (Regent) seinenmemomoaneee ne _ 
ned te mie cane niin aes 3 6 “You Call | Everybody sium) 5 oe Re 63 3 10 3 1 44 
iritial half of the year. Sales start- D. DAY-B. CLARK (Coiumbia) a 3 + 45 ee 40 
ed to slump in February and con- 4 3. “Love Somebody” : ee oe ae vs ee se 
tinued downward ever since. A DORIS DAY (Columbia) 37 
slight upturn has been noticed the 5 13. “Its Magic” 1 3 9 1 rf. di 
past two weeks. MEL BLANC-SPORTSMEN (Cap) a 
6A 7 “Woody Woodpecker” — ; “f 4 2 1 9 6 
: ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) 
Martin Sets BMI Deal 6B 13 “My Happiness” Sie 2 3 2\2... .. .. 3 
; KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
For 2d Music Pub House | + 2 “woody Woodpecker”... 5. 8 1 a aa 
. JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) 
On Radio Performances | 10 “My Happiness” "ie ee Be gets ts 
Freddy Martin last week com- DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
pleted arrangements with Broad- | 8B_ 5 “Little White Lies” __. a 10 OO OB Bere eee 
cast Music under which he will es- 9 og gl nt Sg A si a> ~ 5 4: 5 27 
t blish a second music publishing 9 SRIMA-SC ALA (London) ss 
house affil‘ated with the radio per- 10 “Underneath the Arches”........ 7 1 1 24 
formance rights group. New outfit . SPIKE JONES (Victor) 
is titled Fremast Music and is:to|] t1 9 “William Tell Overture”... 8 : 7.3.4 8 
e@ a fully active operation in com- APRrADET wil TING (Cz itol) 
parison to the Maestro Music op- i219 ce mage “Meadow” om is lgiy 6 6 7 6 10 20 
eration, also BMI, which Martin : MGM) 
set up several years ago and which ART MOONEY | ais Se £.-4.08 
is now ina tive. i3 15 “Blue Bird of Happiness” § 
Martin has an American Society | DICK HAYMES (Decca) 4 ‘ om 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 14A 16 Its Magic” .....- eeeeeeeeeeee a 
lishers firm, called Martin Music, VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) . ‘a 
which is now fairly inactive. It 14B 12 “Maharajah of Magador” 6 
followed the original BMI Maestro VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) | 
firm into existeffte several years 14C 17 “Cool Water”........ ey 3 514 
ee SARAH VAUGHN (Musicraft) 
‘ Martin finalized arrangements 15. “Its Magic”. PA ee Rog PS 7 2 13 
or the new firm when he came 7 | 
into New York to open with his RAY McKINLEY “(Vieton 10 1 11 
band at the Waldorf hotel Thurs- || 1614 __“You Came a Long Way” ._--_-- | 
day (5). ANNE VINCENT (Mercury) 
17 16 “You Call Everybody Darling”. 1 10 
‘5 DORIS DAY (Columbia) — . | 
ven biG ye 18A “Put ’Em in a Box”............. 7 6 a és a4 9 
HARMONICATS (Universal) | 
DON’T 18B “Hair of Gold”. tay 29 | 
PIED PIPERS (Capitol) . 
Sr 8) Re, ST 3 hy ob 8 peep siee ie 9 
BLAME 2 oR A PS CL | 
FIVE TOP EMPEROR WALTZ CLASSICS IN SONG HITS OF OUR were heal | ALBUM NO. 3 |. 
. MODERN TIMES ROMA 
ME ALBUMS Bing Crosby Frank De Vol (7 Albums) Paul Weston | Al Jolson 
. Decca Capitol Decca Capitot Decca 
Music by... 


JIMMY McHUGH 
ROBBINS 




















| 
| 
| Sammy Kaye earned $4,400 by | Lou Levy, Leeds Music head, ! ° 
| drawing 5,500 people into Hershey | picking up many new songs during | James Deep in Heart 


| Park, Pa., Saturday (7). 


stay in England. 











THANKS, GUYS AND GALS 


FOR GIVING 


‘JUST FOR NOW" 


SUCH A FINE SENDOFF 














Top Reeord Talent and Tunes 


a ee Vas Gee > S. “REQUEST” DISK JOCKEYS 
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Fred Jackson—WWEZ 


























“Frank Sinatra. “Columbia... Just for New. TAdvance. Ae 
6 Fee Vaeeee 4 5s Just for Now. : Advance 





















DICK REDMOND 
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Of Tex. State Fair Deal 


| Harry James orchestra just about | | 
completed a deal via which his 
band will play the Texas State | 
Fair, Dallas, in Octoher. In the | 
event a price is worked out and he | 
|works the job, James’ prospective | 
‘one-night trip into the eastern ter- | 
‘ritory will be delayed and restrict- 
ed. | 


Music Corp of America’s N. Y. 
| office has been busy the past sev- 
/eral weeks setting up a series of | 
one- -nighters to begin Oct. 16. Some | 
| contracts had been written, but | 
jthey Il be held in abeyance until 
joe Fair deal is settled. 





| Henry 


|2c per 


‘Spitzer on Own 
As an Indie Pub 


Henry Spitzer has already start- 
ed work as an independent music 
publisher under the firm name 
Spitzer Music Publishing 
Co., Inc.; a name he had difficulty 
getting rights to, incidentally, due 
to the registration of a similar 
name in another field. Spitzer has 
six current songs taken from Mor- 
ris Music, from which he resigned 
last week, ‘: addition to assuming 
ownership of the Warock and 
Vogue catalogs in return for his 
10% stock share in Morris. 

Two of the six songs Spitzer will 
work on immediately. They are 
“Ain’t Doin’ Bad Doin’ Nothin’,” 
recorded by Bing Crosby, Sammy 
Kaye, Helen Forrest and Peggy 
Lee before the disk ban, and “If 
I Could Be the Sweetheart of a 
Girl Like You,” cut by Vaughn 
Monroe and Elliot Lawrence. “It’s 
Raining Down in Sunshine Lane” 
comes up next. Spitzer is in the 
process of hiring a staff in Chicago 
and Hollywood. He will take tem- 
porary offices in Morris’ N. Y. suite. 

Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris gets 
into New York tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) to take over operation of his 
own firms from Spitzer, who was 
general manager. Morris remains 
east for a brief time, returns to 
the Coast and then plans tc bring 
his family back to N. Y. 


TD’s ‘Boogie’ Paid 
The Tab for Morris’ 
Melrose Catalog Buy 


Tommy Dorsey’s RCA-Victor re- 
cording of “Boogie Woogie” re- 
cently passed the 2,500,000 mark in 
sales and on it hangs an unusual 
story. Tune was in the Melrose 
catalog which Edwin H. (Buddy) 





|Morris purchased some years back 
'from George Simon. And the roy- 


alties from T. D. disking of the one 
song just about covered the coin 
Morris shelled out to buy the firm. 

Most of the sales on “B W” were 
at Victor’s current 75c price. At 
side royalty, Melrose col- 
lected between $40,000 and $50,- 
000 on the one disk alone and is in 
the position of having been handed 


ithe Melrose catalog virtually on a 
platter. 














The Nation's 
Biggest Request Song 


I'd Give 
A Million 
Tomorrows 


(For Just One Yesterday) 


OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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Words and Music by 


BERNIE WAYNE 


and 


BEN RALEIGH 


YOU 
WALKBY 


CAVALIER MUSIC 
1619 Bway, New York 19 
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E disc! 


GEORGE PAXTON’S 


E MOMENT 


Smash Ballad Hit from 20th Century-Fox's 


IN ERMINE” 


Starring Betty Grable and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Produced and Directed in Technicolor by Ernst Lubitsch 


M-G-M RECORD #10238 


MILLER MUSIC CORPORA 
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_\Words and Music by JIMMY SHEARER Sateen 
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(Scheduled for September Release) 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 11, 1948 





Conjecturing On 


That Decca Suit .... 


‘mental; 2 points for sustaining vocal; 2 for local commercial instrumental; 
circles’ 4 for net commercial instrumental; 6, network commercial vocal. 


New York recording 
buzzed last week with theories as 


ment action vs. 
British Decca and Electrical Musi- 
cal Industries, charging conspiracy 
and disk cartel agreements. 


Meanwhile, E. R. (Ted) Lewis, 
British Decca head, now in N. Y., 
is noncommittal while Milton R. 
Rackmil, U.S. Decea executive v.p.. 
last week issued a statement which 
in part impiied that Decca might 
be guilty and was “hopeful .. . to 
adjust any allegedly restrictive 
practices which, upon fuller con- 
sideration, may be found to exist.” 

Rackmil also vehemently denies 
2 report from London that Jack 
Kapp, Decca prez now in Europe, 
is involved in any way with re- 
financing of British Decea. Lattei 
firm is planning to expand its ex- 
porting of London label disks, 
which are made in Britain, but sold 
only in the U.S. and to do this 
must reallocate its materials, there- 
by lessening production of British 
Decca disks. Rackmil emphasizes 
tHat Kapp could have had nothing 
to do with British Decca’s refin- 
ancing plans. U.S. Decca and its 
English counterpart have had no 
relations of any kind since severing 
several years ago. 


LONGHAIR DISK JOCK 
BOARDS KDKA, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. 

KDKA has decided to give stay- 
up late listeners longhair music on 
its platter programs, and as a re- 
sult has split up the Midnighters 
Club disk show Bill Brant has 
been jockeying for some _ time. 
Brant is losing Monday and Tues- 
day nights, which Jim Westover is 
taking over with classical records 
and commentary. Westover will air 
one hour, midnight to 1 a.m. 





| ‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast performances lists tunes in the survey, 
d on four major network schedules. They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instru- 


3 for local commercial vocal; 


_ SURVEY FOR WEEK OF JULY 30-AUG. 5 


to what caused the U. S. Govern- | 


Decca Records, | 


A Tree in the Meadow—Shapiro 


It’s Magic 


Put "Em In Box—i“‘Romance on High Seas” 


Only Happens Dance With You—7*Easter Parade” 


Just for Now—Advance.... 


Little White Lies—BVC 


| Baby Don’t Be Mad—Paramount.. 


Bluebird of Happiness—T. B. Harms 
Blue Shadows on Trail—*“Melody Time”—Santly 


Every Day I Love You—7“Two Guys From Texas” 


Dolores—Famous 


You Call Everybody Darlin’—Mayfair 


Woody Woodpecker 


eee eee eeeeee 


Maybe You'll Be There—tTriangle.. 


A Fella With Umbrella—i “Easter Parade”’—Feist. . 


Love Somebody—Kramer-W...... 


|A Boy From Texas—Shapiro...... 


Brant resumes Wednesday nights | 


and continues through the week 
with popular platters for two hours, 
midnight to 2 a.m. 


RAMBLING 
ROSE 


By JOE BURKE and 
JOE McCARTHY, JR. 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 


1619 Broadway, New York 




















TOMMY VALANDO 








if you can write the lyrics, 
ican write the music. 


INTERESTED? 


Write Box 911, Variety, 154 West 
46 Street, New York 19, N. Y. 








It’s You or No One—*“Romance on High Seas” 


| Take It Away—Pemora...... 
| Nobody But You—Duchess........ 


| When the Red Red Robin—Bourne. 


| 
|My Heppiness—Blasco............ 





Rhode Island Famous for You—*“Inside U.S.A.” 


Chillicothe, Ohio—Mellin......... 


Confess—Oxford eeeeeras 


~}“Romance on High Seas’’—Witmark 
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Bootleg Disks } 


Continued from page 37 











| which got into circulation without 
the firm’s imprimatur. 

_ Damon Records, Kaycee Odd 
label, last week dumped info on 
| lacquer-legging into FBI laps. 


|Great many counterfeits of firm’s 
| “My Happiness,” by Jon and Son- 
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CHICAGO, 





EXCLUSIVE 
MANAGEMENT— 





Bie} aca | 
745 Fifth Ave.. New York 22 
PL. 9-4600 








} HERBIE FIELDS ‘ :| 


Victor Recording Orchestra 


Now CLUB SILHOUETTE, Chicago 
Concluding August 12 
Resuming Theatre Tour 


Two Weeks, Starting August 13 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


| 


| | 


Loc. Loc. Netw. Netw. 
Comm. Comm. Comm. Comm. Total 





dra Steele, are floating around. It’s 


widely known that L. A. is the 
breeding ground for the racket. 
Many indie pressing plants existed 
here and, when business paled last 
winter, some are known to have en- 
tered “legging’”’ operations. Racket 
is also reported flourishing in 
Texas and around St. Louis. FBI, 
however, is said to have disowned 
responsibility for investigation, 
pointing out that the matter is one 
for Internal Revenue men, since 
the Treasury is the loser of excise 
taxes, which bootleggers naturally 
do not pay. ° 
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ASCAP 


Continued from page 37 





industry is slowly coming out of 
the fog of indecision into which 
Justice Leibell tossed Hollywood’s 
problem of buying synchronization 
rights for films new or soon to be 
in production. While~ there has 
been no clear settlement whether 
publishers or writers will capture 
the right to dicker with Hollywood 


for exhibition rights, Harry Fox, | 


the pubs’ agent and trustee in syne 
deals, is formulating a contract 
with “if and when” clauses. Sync 
rights will carry the proviso that 


another sum will be added on top 
for exhibition rights in the event 


Judge Leibell’s decision stands | 





Instr. Vocal Instr, Vocal Poliin coe 15 to 20 sides with British 
0 0 0 9 musical . background, in addition 
4 , 0 . to the paired “You Call Every- 
: . P a 169 , body Darling” and “Underneath 
0 0 p4 0 ‘the Arches” which was released 
by 0 ° 9 last week in the U. S. 
. ! 0 a 109 It’s -Decea’s idea to vecord in 
0 2 . . “ England every U. S. artist tied to 
i 0 0 . a Decca contract who goes over- 
0 0 0 I g5 Seas for a theatre, nitery or con- 
0 0 0 : ” cert date. While it isn’t admitted, 
i 0 v 0 it could be that these artists will 
0 0 : ; R2 deliberately seek booking abroad 
o Q 2 = so as to be avaiiabie ior record- 
1 0 0 cutting with British musical back- 
1 0 0 0 ground. 
0 0 0 3 81 Decca had been among the fore- 
| 0 0 i ‘most major cémpanies to plan to 
I 0 0 | resume recording in the U. S. in 
0 l 0 I 80 the face of the American Federa- 
0 0 0 2 'tion of Musicians disk ban. Its 
0 0 0 “1 9 executives had been so aggravated 
0 0 0 3 72 | with the rejection of a plan of- 
0 1 0 0 fered to AFM head James C. 
0 0 0 , .. | Petrillo by Decca prez Jack Kapp, 
0 2 0 . 66 that, along with certain other com- 
0 0 0 0 | panies, it had been preparing to 
0 4 P4 2 ., |20 ahead with recording, using 
0 0 0 - 64 U.S. musicians. Idea of expand- 
0 0 0 0 ing cutting operations in England, 
; ; : 62 however, probably has put a halt 
i 0 0 0 | to the plan. 
0 0 0 0 
» 9 9 4 61 LEEDS, COL. RECORDS ASK 
0 0 0 1 
> oo 4 ¢9| PEER SUIT DISMISSAL - 
2 0 0 0 Leeds Music and Columbia Rec- 
0 0 0 1 'ords asked dismissal last week of 
0 0 0 2 58 a suit filed by Peer-International 
1 I 0 1 in N. Y. federal court charging in- 
0 0 0 0 .-, |iringement of its “Just Because” 
0 0 2 2 _>8 |tune. Both Peer and Leeds own 
1 0 0 0 | songs by the same title and when 
0 0 0 0 | the latter’s copyright began a sales 
0 0 0 4 56 | stir, via a Columbia recording by 
0 0 c= 0 Frankie Yankovic, Peer started 
0 0 0 3 | suit. ; 
: ; “ 54 | Leeds and Columbia jointly as- 
0 0 0 0 | sert in their answers and request 
0 0 0 2 52 | for dismissal that the music of the 
0 1 0 0 | melody is in the public domain; 
0 0 0 1 ithat under the three-year limitation 
0 0 1 0 5) |law, Peer is barred from pushing 

ithe suit. 

0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 51 |» PES a 
0 1 0 0 {DIRK COURTENAY PICKS: 
0 0 0 1 | (Chicago's Famous Disc Jockey) 
0° 0 0 3 50 | 
1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 2 : 
0 1 2 2 50 ||. 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 2 the 
0 .0 0 4 50 : 
2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 48 4 : , 
0 0 0 0 *'Received more colls for this new smash than any 
0 0 0 0 other. song in ages! It's a natural!” 
0 oO 0 ‘2 47)| LONDON RECORD 4238 
0 0 0 1 

' Bee PF 

up. The exhib fee would be paid! y ~~ 


over to either publisher or writer, | 
| whichever is finally established as | 
|legal possessor of the exhibition | 
| right. 

Such a deal was made by Jonie 
Taps with the Warner Bros. firms 
for music for the forthcoming Al | 
Jolson picture. Taps bought sync | 
rights to 12 WB tunes for $40,000. 
and agreed, it’s said, to pay an-.| 
other 40G for exhibition rights | 
when the issue is finalized. All told 
Taps spent $90,000 for music (see 


Leibell’s bombshell. 


PRESEE 
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“THAT LADY 









separate story) in the first large- . 
‘scale syne buying since Judge 


JO STAFFORD’S 


Smash Ballad Hit from 20th Century-Fox’s 


Starring Betty Grable and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Produced and Directed in Technicolor by Ernst Lubitsch 


CAPITOL RECORD #15139 


MIELER MUSIC CORPORATION 


Decca Plans Flock 
~— Of British Disks 


| Decca Records expects to cut 
|many more new disks in England 
(than the ones made there two 


_weeks ago by the Andrews Sisters. 
'Trio all told is said to have done 






































A Sure SWEET Hit! . 


SAY SOMETHIN 
SWEET TO YOUR 
SWEETHEART 


on LONDON ‘RECORD #260 with 


THE LAW IS COMIN’ 
FER YA PAW! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway a New York 19 


disc! 
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Rep. Madden Makes Pitch 
For Lower Nitery Tax 


Washington, Aug. 10. 
Rep. Ray J. Madden (D., Indi- 
oe. warned Congress last week 
| that cafe owners, musicians, and 
| the public are showing ‘“consider- 
jable opposition” to the present 


AGVA Nixes Benefits Where 
Everybody But Talent Is Paid 


Ban on free acts for any affair ine 
~ which everybody, but performers | 
d is due to be enacted at a 








Breen, Safian Take Over 


are pai , - ; ; 
thority meeting slated | . | high federal (20°2) amusement tax. 
oe oo : | Ron Roi Club, Canton, 0.) Madden inserted in the Congres- 


fcr tomorrow (Thurs.) in New York. 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
rep to TA. Henry Dunn, has de- 
clared that he’ll move to outlaw all 
penefits. If ukase isn’t adopted 
then he’ll urge the incoming AGVA 
poard, to be elected in September, 
to create an AGVA setup to 
operate independently of TA. 

Union during its recent conven- 
tion empowered its representative | 
to TA to withdraw permission for 
performers to work affairs where 
stagehands, musicians, caterers, 
hall rentals, etc., are paid. 

Dunn declared that only one ex- 
ception will be allowed. He said 
that performers will be allowed to 
work at affairs where beneficiary 
provides aid to actors. He said 
that a tubercular institution or 
other type hospitals which make 
provision to care for needy actors 
will get acts gratis. 

Question of banning benefits has 
been a subject of discussion for 
many years. General run of actors 
are said to be in favor of eliminat- 
ing free shows, but nonetheless 
work them because of outside pres- 
sure. The issue was raised some- 





talent 








Canton, O., Aug. 10. sional Record an artitcle from the 
Michael Breen, brother and man- | jy astington we oh = poor 
nininie z : : |the tax-is hurting local cafe an 
pene of Bobby Breen, singer, and | restaurant business, nitery employ- 
William Safian, have taken over ees, and “the man on the street.” 
management of the Ron Roi Supper | 
Club which they'll reopen on Sept. | “ 
23. They plan name Walters Bid For 
policy. 

Deal involves $125,000, including | a 
$10,000 for remodeling of club, | ( { N | 
opened in 1947 by Jack and Ann | 0aS l ery 
Heller. Latter retain ownership, | 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

‘i | Decision is expected this week 
| on Lou Walters’ deal to take 
Earle. Philly, Sets over Florentine Gardens nitery 
Frank Bruni operation collapsed 

w! several weeks ago with debts re- 

ac all @ S ported around the $100,000 mark. 

| Walters, who headed back to 

Deal for a road company “Stop New York after several days here, 
the Music” is still to be set for 18, Understood to have made an 
the Earle, Philadelphia. Original] , 
set to open the heaes Aug. 27, af- | lease basis. Owners of the real 
ter a two year absence of vaude- | Property are mulling the proposi- 
| ville, preem has now been delayed tion, but reportedly are more in 
until mid-September because of fVor of a percentage lease if one 

time ago by Lou Walters, operator) the inability to get a company ¢42 be obtained. Several locals also 
of the Latin Quarter, N. Y., who at | ready in time. | have evinced interest in the prop- 
the union’s recent convention There's been. some difficulty in erty, it’s reported, and indications 
urged that benefits be banned. | getting the deal set because of | 27¢,that the spot will be reopened, 
May Imperil TA ‘inability to set a price and per- Under some management, in the 
Should AGVA create its own) centages. Because of the give- not far distant future. 
board to handle benefits, it’s likely | aways with $5,000 in the initial]! If the deal for the Gardens 
that such action will mean the end | jackpot, show price is higher than | boulevard nitery goes through, 
of Theatre Authority inasmuch as \that of the usual stageshow. | Walters would again be partnered 
variety performers provide the! ‘There’s been some talk that if a| with E. M. Loew, New England 
bulk of talent appearing at the) satisfactory deal is reached for | exhib, with whom he operates the 
free shows. the Philly Warner outlet, the show | NY Quarter. — . 
AGVA for sometime has been|may go to the Earle, Washing-| Three creditors filed a petition 
forbidding actors to appear at/ton, which also dropped stage-|in bankruptcy against Florentine 
luncheons, dinners, etc., over which | shows several years ago. Should | Gardens in L.A. Federal court, fol- 
TA has no jurisdiction. This week,|the deal extend to the Stanley, |lowing the general consignment of 
Milton Berle, Jackie Miles and| Pittsburgh, the Warner vaude cir- | assent made by the nitery oper- 
Gracie Barrie appeared gratis at a| cuit will reach the same amount ators to Ralph Meyer and Asso- 
wedding of the daughter of a ticket of playing time it had _ before | ciates. x 
broker. All of them were warned | the war. _ Creditors are Dr. Louis E. Ben- 
that should they agaim appear at | som, claiming $9,260; Bodini, Ltd., 
any affair without AGVA sanction,! Jack Carter into El Ranche, Las printers, $1,347, and Frances Ob- 
they would be fined. Vegas, Sept. 29. lon, florist, $916. 





offer for the property on a straight |" 


Lack of US. Names, Stiff Opposish Of 
Palladium, Cues Foldo of London Casino 


< ‘. ‘ Reese Ronen a 
ernard Deifont is retiring from 
Revenuers Attach B.O. ‘the operation of the Casino theatre 


. . ; ‘here Oct. 16 because of inability to 
Of Chi Music F estival |book a continuous flow of topflight 
Chicago, Aug. 10. attractions. Delfont, reportedly 
Internal Revenue department | unable to compete with the top 
last week attatched the receipts of | rade —, ene by Val a 
ss ee ‘nell’s Palladium theatre, is sai 
| the American Music Festival at lhave broken even on his 18-nionth 
Comiskey park. Performers were | operation. 
not paid and both the Musicians’ He will still continue to import 
Union and AGVA are huddling |tajent for his houses in the prov- 
with the Government in an effort inces, and may return vaude to 
|to obtain payment of salaries. ‘Casino later on. 
Government took over coin be-| The house reverts annually to 
;cause similar affairs held in De-| Emile Littler, owner, for a season 
_troit and St. Louis in 1945 and '46 of pantomime around the Christ- 
ihad failed to turn in ‘admission | mas holidays. 
| tax money. | Delfont has done generally well 
. with American acts, at one time 
‘having declared that he’s never 


N Y Latin art ‘lost coin on an import from the 
NI, u 


U. S. In recent months he’s been 


Eyes Berle at 156 





| 














tions by Parnell. Latter, who re- 
cently played Jack Benny, now has 
the Andrews Sisters and Dinah 
\Shore and Betty Hutton to follow. 
iis dalla ai ey ee |Casino has been unable to get such 
I weer  vork Aid har been offered (Stars: The last major star to play 
| Milton Berle by Lou Walters, op- jthe Casino was Harry Richman, 
erator of the Latin Quarter Berle |who followed Sophie Tucker. Lat- 
has been offered $15,000 to open he Ti rgaree up a record for-.the 
: a i _ pre penn ——- One of the more difficult prob- 
+ See eee oe seria. {lems tied in with the Casino's los- 
a a no Alenes are anticl-\ing top flight talent’to the Palla- 
parod. " dium is the high salaries being paid 
red Levin band whicl was sated 20" Urot Sania Eee tate 
é re U. S. headliner is now ,500. 
for the slot. Maestro cancelled | "That price has been paid to Dan 
out rs order to treat a stomach ail- Kaye and Miss Hutton. Miss Sho 
ment. ‘is getting $12,500 weekly. Tariffs 
Until the Berle contract is actu- of this type make it difficult for 
ally signed, the highest salary ever |the operator to come out ahead in- 
given in a N.Y. spot was $12,500, | asmuch as the London music halls 
+ ys 9 Bros. got = ee have small seating me =— do 
arem, N. Y., last season. ‘only two shows daily. ey're 
and Costello will get same figure sometimes able to get in an extra 
when they open at the Latin Quar- Saturday midnight show, but gen- 
ter, Jan. 5. bean Sy rv Rag 2 on ge inte 
Last time Berle worked a N.Y. | conce a make any rea 
spot was at Nicky Blair’s Carnival, | profit on the transaction. 
where he got $7,500 plus 50° of B gp ty: ooo osy —. to the 
ithe gross over $44,000. Many |U. S. next month. ere’s a pos- 
weeks he earned more than $10,000 sibility he may buy enough talent 
on that deal. 'to keep Casino open longer. 























And His Londo 


And His Staff 


ROSE HEPNER 


My 

Sincere 

_ Thanks 
To 


DICK HYMAN 


-THE LONDON 


-JACK YELLEN 





Appearing soon at CHEZ PAREE, 
York (Opening Oct. 31) ° 


~BERNARD DELFONT 


-HAROLD FIELDING 


JACK OLIPHANT 
JACK M. RUBENS 


-THE FOSTER AGENCY . 
-THE WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
-~MY FRIENDS, ADMIRERS AND FANS a 


My Songwriters 


n Casino Staff 





AND PROVINCIAL PRESS 


For the 10 most wonderful weeks | had in England 


and MAC MAURADA - 


7 te. 
72 @e5. we? 


°. dae 


Ted Shapiro 


+ Oe peers 


Chicago (Opening Sept.3) © LATIN QUARTER, New 
THE BEACHCOMBER, Florida (Opening Jan. 20, 1949) _ 
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Night Club Reviews 


3 N.Y. Hotel Roofs 
(Waldorf, Biltmore, St. Regis) 
Freddy Martin Orch (17), fea- 

turing Merve Griffin, Gene Conk- 
lin, Reed Williams, Stan Wild and 


the Martin Men with Roger Spiker | 


at piano, plus Mischa Borr’s or- 
chestra at Waldorf-Astoria’s Star- 
light Roof; Russ Morgan’s Orch 
(17) featuzing Al Jennings and 
Dolores, plus Harold Nagel’s Orch 
at the Biltmore’s Cascades Roof; 
Mitt Shaw. Orch (11) and Pepito 
Arvelo’s relief band (6) at the St. 
Regis Roof; all $2 couverts. 





Three «cf the top New York 
hostelries are in high with their 
roof garden seasons. All are fetch- 
ing environments, and in all the 
dansapation is the prime draw. 

Freddy Martin returns to New 
York after two years for the Siar- 
light Roof season, following the 
TLombardos, and in turn he'll be 
followed by Jack Fina, ex-Martin 
pianist now heading his own band. 
Fina witl close the Waldorf sum- 
mer season, and when the down- 
Stairs Wedgwood Room - reopens, 
another returner-to-the-fold will be 
Eddy Duchin. The Wedgwood, in- 
cidentally, again becomes the class 
room of the Waldorf, displacing 


COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricels 
FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Geg File” 
Nes. 1 te 22 @ $1.00 each 
3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HIMOR BISt- 
NESS.” The Shew-Biz tiaganzine with 
e@h 83.00 minimum erder. 


Semd 10c fer Mets ef other comedy 
materiel, semgs, puredies, orinstre? 
patter, black-outs, ete. 


NO €.0.D.'3 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. Sith Street, New York 19 


seatienmnieninena 


——$—$—$__—— 


NICK LUCAS 


“KEN MURRAY'S 
BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 


E| Capitan Theatre 
Hollywood, Cal. 


























_and featured are vocalists 


}opens for the alternate Milt Shaw 
, (11) and Pepito Arvelo (6) orches- 
| tras. 


‘lush fashion numbers and prize 


| with the trademarked 








ithe Sert Room which, with its Sert 
|panels, was a rather too severe 
‘environment. 

Martin, long a fixture at the Ho- 
tel Ambassador’s Cocoanut Grove, 
Los Angeles, is w.k. on the nation- 


tion. There was also an abortive | 
attempt at a strictly formal policy. 
That’s one wartime holdover with 
which the bistros can’t seem to 
cope, i.e., on a must-dress policy, 
although the inclination to evening 
dress has been evident in recent 
years. 

So far as an informal summer | 
roofgarden policy is concerned, 


Esquire, Meutreal 
Montreal, Aug. 4. 
Ciro Rimac & Co., Roger Doucet, 
Esquirettes, Armand Meetre Orch; 
minimum $1.50. 





Ciro Rimac tops new Esquire 
show and keeps a packed house 
highly amused for nearly an hour 
at each performance. He presents 





‘al networks, and his omiere 
night’s draw reflected this. His | 
full band comprises five brass, six | 
reeds, five violins and the usual 
compliment of rhythm 
mentation. The maestro himse 
pitches in frequently on the sax; ; 
Merve 
Griffin, Gene Conklin (also a reed | 
man), Reed Williams and Roger 
Spiker, an expert Steinwayist. Mar- 
tin’s music is always melodious. 
which is very much in the current 


instru- 


lidiom, away from the wild jazzique. 


Mischa Borr, of course, is stand- 
ard here with his svelte terp incern- 
tives ranging from Latin Viennese 
tempo as well as a general versa- 
tility in other dance forms. 

Russ Morgan and his smooth 
band ares incumbent in The Cas | 
cades of the Biltmore. The room | 
itself is one of New York's more | 
historic roof garden spots, natu- | 
rally cooled. The familiar water- 
falls back of and above the band- 
stand account for The Cascades 
nomenclature. His “Music in the 
Morgan manner” has always been 
an effective brand of dansapation. 
Al Jennings and Dolores are the | 
featured vocalists, the latter a par- | 
ticularly personable Latin - type | 
songstress. Morgan’s click will see | 
him held over into the downstairs | 
B wma:: Room in the fall. Inci- 
dentally, the maesjro did a good 
disk jockey job as one of Ted 
Husing’s substitutes.on the WHN 
bandstand while Husing is abroad. 

The Josef Urban-decored Vien- 
nese Roof of the Hotel St. Regis 
maintains its perennial character 
and top standard. Just the dance 
music apparently is the only attrac- 
tion necessary. A reminder of the 
lush Mitchell Leisen-produced re- 
vues still lingers as the trick floor 


The disappearing stage ef- 
fects a la Pierre Sandrini’s tech- 
nique at ihe Bal Tabarin, Paris, 
were utilized by Leisen (the Para- 
mount producer-director who used 
to take a flyer into staging the 
St. Regis’ floorshows) to produce 


lookers. 

Came the beom years and the 
St. Regis, like so many other spots, 
found it did as well, and to better 
net profit, without anything beyond 
two good dance bands, hence the 
exit of the roof shows. Same thing 
was essayed last year in the down- 
stairs Iridium Room, dispensing 
ice shows, 
but compelled to reinstate lesser 
attractions to augment the dansapa- 
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| GEORGIE KAY 


- Just concluded 5 weeks 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


| Correitly Appoarhig 
DELMONICO’S 





SARATOGA 
NEW YORK 


if |* 


lonly new act. 


this hosteIry remains one of the 
best buys in town for hot-evening, | 
dining-dancing in a svelte environ- 
ment at a not too prohibitive scale. 
Withal, all three roofs constitute 
the cream of the current N. Y. crop 


his company of five artists, Charlie 
Boy. Rubita, Gonzales sisters and 
Reinita. Each a_ specialty 
with plenty talent. 





artist | 


Gonzales sisters kickoff with col- | 


E..glish drawing room. Satire en 
“Nature Boy,” and other skits are 
equally solid to register for a beg- 
off. 


Mart a Ann Bentley, attractive 
protege of the Harriett Hoctor 
school, clicks in her terp sesh. The 
rough floor doesn’t help her more 
complicated routines but she man- 
ages two numbers, an American 
version of a~Russian folk dance and 
jive, number to “Stormy Weather” 
and “Temptation.” 

Adia Kuznetzoff, 


returns with 


his fine oice and explanatory 
songs. Applause getters are the 
\Gypsy songs, “J’attendrai” and 


in the fashionable east side hot | lection of pooches that run through 
weather retreats for the in-towners , 4 fast series of rope skipping, 
and tourists alike. Abel. dancing and acrobatics. Top ca- 


nine is a terrier who remains aloof 
from the others til) he gets 
cue and then steals the show with 
some very fancy tumbling high- 





El Mereecee. Montreal 
Montreal, Aug. 4. 





Pe caaach ey —— Pre lighted by a back somersault. Gals 
te upey Hal White 2°¢ lookers and handle dogs neatly 


Walley Wanger girls, ; 
Trio: minimum $2 Rubita takes the vocal spot with 
a very okay selection of current 
Latinairs for good returns. Sultry 


feinita joins Carlie Bov for solid 


teres —- 


Again the plush walls bulge as 


the Moroceo comes through with singed ! 

another sock revue, that is getting 'terping. Gal then teams up with 
nice response from its clientele. Rimac for slick tango, samba and 
Comedian Artie Dann returns after rinum ba. _ Follow with audience 
a smash two, week engagement last Participation in which they put 


ringsiders through the paces of the 
rhumba for solid returns. 
Holdover from last show, Roger 
Deucet pipes average selection of 
peps and semi-classicals. Armand 
Meetre’s orch backgrounds capably. 


January, the Kramer family and 
their amazing dolls are also a re- 
peat with songwriter - vocalist 
Sunny Skylar topping off 2s the 


The Kramers, family trio, open 


with their eleven marionets to| Routines by the Esquirettes line 
spark bill. Initialer is over-sized, Stffer in comparison to Rimac 
loose-iimbed doll with heavy Latin ‘oupe. Newt. 





American overtones. Back on 
elevated stage a magician takes 
over followed by a dusky warbler 
and a stripper who winds up as 2 
skeleton. Stan Kramer returns for 
impreshes of Jolson and other vo- 
calists for additional plaudits. How- 
ever, it seems anti-timatic after 
sock doll manipulating. 

Dann runs through some very 
glib patter. Material is above aver- 
age and smart delivery makes old- 
ies seem new. Skylar breaks into 
act to heckle comic, which makes Headlining is Elaine Barrett, | 
for additional fun. }songstress, whose polished per- | 

Skylar on own wins applause for | formance reflects her earlier ex- 
his vocals of his own tunes, “Amor, | perience in eoncert work and mu- 
Amor’,“Besame Mucho” and “Wait- | sical comedy. Draped in a silver 
ing For the Train to Come In.” | lame gown she tees off with “I 
An old routine to “De-Lovely” with | Get a Kick Out of You” and then 
Dann gathers yocks. |*How Deep Is the Ocean?” Follow- 


Clah Nerman. Torento 
Torouto, Aug. 6. 
Elaine Barrett, Marian Callahan, 
Stan Patton’s orch (8), Gene Cor- 
day; cover $1.50 Mon.-Thurs., $2 
Fri.-Sat. 





It’s an all-femme lavout at the 
Club Norman, with brunet Gene |} 
| Corday as mi.c. Stan Patton’s orch | 
| backgrounds acts neatly. 


| ski 


Finale is top spot for Dann as he 
returns with his impresh of a gal | 
making her vocal debut. Obvious 
but surefire self-effacement chatter 
featuring his over-hanging probos- | 
cis and after many requests repeats 
his Stokowski number. Garbed in | 
an oversized coat, atop soap box, | 
comic directs the band in Stokow- 
manner through some _ spine 
chilling music. Much new business | 
and good timing makes for terrific 
closer. | 

With production running 90 
minutes the Wanger line, is held 
to two routines from previous 
show. Buddy Clarke fronts band 
for the revue and dancing. Nevwt. 


Clever Chab. Miami 
Miami, Aug. 7. | 
Joaquin Garay, Leo Diamond, 
D’Ivons, Aurora Roche-Carlyle Dan- 
cers (7), Tony Lopez Orch; mini- 
mum $3. k 








Add Joaquin Garay to the list of 
Coast performers who've hit this 
town for a seck impression. What 
makes his impress the more au- 
thoritative is the room he’s show- 
cased in, with a mixed trade that 
is tougher to please in summer 
than during the season. 

The rsonable Californian gets 
them from walkon, and builds 
steadily with an adroit mixture of | 
straight baliading and special com-| 
edy songs, plus a lively, ingratiat- | 
ing delivery that adds to value of | 
st all the way. Tees off with | 
bouncy “Gay Ranchero” in Span-— 
ish and English, changes pace with | 
“Made For Each Other” then turns 
on the comedics with his version | 
of “Ferdinand the Bull.” The. 
“gay” biz inserted is smartly han-— 
dled to eliminate any offensive 


to Jolson, to make for a zingy med- 
ley of tunes. Encores with zany 
cowboy-reformer routine on 
“Smoke, Smoke, Smoke” with some 
new lyrics to “Manana” interwoven. 

Supporting show is stout. The 
D’Ivons remind of the DeMarco 
patterns with their ballroamology. 
Work in graceful easy style in fox-. 
trot, samba or routining to “Horra 
Stacatto” for top reaction. 

Middle spot is again a pleaser, | 
with Leo Diamond, vet harmonica- | 
ist, offering a varied blend of mu-) 
sic that wins salvos. Shows virtu-| 
-osity with “Donkey Serenade” then | 
introes a mouth-organ gadget that. 
ranges from bass to soprano in 
four assorted sizes, to work in a, 
comedy bit ala Spike Jones, that | 
adds novelty and freshness. ny 
again with “2nd Hungarian Rhap- 
sody” and encores with medley of | 
pops, with the “Woodpecker Song” | 
the climaxer. i 

Line turns in three well staged | 
routines, with middle number an 
East Indian affair that features 

costumes and 
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| briltiant terp 
work of Aurora Roche... Lary. 


| On 


| Kola Labashanova, 


overtones. Follows with a tribute © 


ihg with a “Sweethearts” medley 


and “Is There a Latin in the 
House?” and “Granada” for solid | 
response. 


Persgnable soprano has good vol- | 


|}ume and slick delivery. All of her 


numbers win enihusiastic returns. | 


Marian Callahan (New Acts) 
also scores with neat tapstering. 
atmosphere and good food, 
Club Norman is still the top spot 
in town and getting the best play 
of patronage. McStay. 


Samovar. Montreal 
Montreal, Aug. 5. 
Fletcher & Sheidy, Martha Ann 
Bentley, Aida Kuznetzoff, Zina & | 
Bill) Skinner | 
Orch, Marcel Dore Trio: minimum | 


$2. | 





Most sophisticated and original | 
comedy team to hit Montreal in 
many moons is Fletcher and 
Sheidy. Without resorting to blue 
material for laughs, iads werk 
through seven numbers, panto-| 
mimed by Fletcher and narrated | 
or sung by Sheidy. Opener. oper- 
ating room skit garners laughs. 
Follow with “The Three Bears,” 
with the “Tobacco Read” ever-! 
tones. Sock impresh of Bette Davis | 
is topped by skit in the Noel Cow- | 
ard manne as it might be done in | 


the Kentucky hills and then in an | 
— 





his | 


| similar routines. 


| partnership under a 


sock arrangement of Mussorgsky's 
“The Fi a”. 


Zina and Kola Labashanova re- 
store the wild colorful Russian 
terping that is synonymous with 
the Samovar. In solo slot. Zina 
does a wild Tartar dance and later 
returns with partner in two rather 
Their work has 
plenty of fire and authenticity. 
Coming here months ago as D.P.’s 
and working in different parts of 
th. country team had little time to 
dance. Recently they resumed 
capable di- 
rector. If they improve as rapidty 











as in the last few weeks, their 
future on the nitery circuit is 
assured. 

Traditional Russian finale is 
sparked by Kuznetzoff with Bill 
Skinner’s music  backgrounding 
production. nicely. Nevet. 

JIMMIE 

“Mr. Everybody” 
currentiy 
© Henry Grady Hotel 
Atlante, Ge. 

Management 

® PHIL OFFIN 


48 West 48th Se. 
New Nork City 
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202nd Consecutive Week 
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1 Talent Agencies Ask Lower Breaking 
Point on Vaude Percentage Deals 


Talent agencies are making a were held up for all the traffic 
pitch to lower the figure at which a/| could bear because of shortages. 


VAUDEVILLE 


VHCS Can't Use More Talent Until 
Defense Heads Order Expansion 


* Secretary of Defense Forrestal’s 
announcement of proposed enlarge- 


VARIETY 


Embassy, N.Y., Reopening’ 
| With Accent on the Latin, 


Tony Coluccio, owner of Don | 
Julio’s, in Greenwich Village, plans | 
reopening the Embassy on East | 
57th street, N. Y., which Ras had a | 
checkered career, and put the ac- | 
cent on Latin music and dancing. | 
The vogue for the rhumba and | 

















ackage show or attraction starts | With present day business decline, 


getting percentages of the gross. 
They claim that since grosses have 
dived because of economic reasons, 
such adjustment is necessary. 


House averages, they state, have | 


been lowered considerably. A the- 
atre which during .wartime boom 


averaged $20,000 is now hitting $16,- | 


$17,000. They claim they want no 


extra coin for client on average | 


business, but feel they should be 


rewarded if they go over the usual | 


figures. 

The agencies point out that many 
attractions are taking theatre dates 
at figures below that obtained dur- 
ing the war, and the high breaking 
point makes it impossible for them 
to come out too far ahead. 

Another angle, according to 
agency men, is the fact that top 
bands and performers pay higher 
salaries to lesser acts when they’re 
included in a package. 
headliner pays show costs if he’s to 
share in the percentage, his gamble 
should be insured by setting up 


new points’ at which he'll share | 


in profits. 

Most bookers, on the other hand, 
favor keeping present percentage 
figures. They say that majority of 


packages are booked on a guaran- | 
tee and percentage. Too frequently, | 


they’ve lost money just by meeting 
the guarantee and they need the 
present level to make up losses in- 
curred by other shows. 


The talent buyers also feel that | 


wartime figures were not equitably 
arrived at inasmuch as theatres 


Since the | 














JACK PARKER 
























HELENE and HOWARD 
omedy Dance Antics’ 
LIDO COUNTRY CLUB 
CAROUSEL, Pittsburgh 
Dir. MATTY ROSEN 











| the inequities have been wiped out 
/and present breaking points are 
‘nearer to an equitable figure than 
| they’ve been in years. 





Carmen Miranda Files 


2606 Suit Vs. Coast Troc. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 

Carmen Miranda filed a counter 
suit against the Chit Corporation, 
operators of the Trocadero nitery, 
asking $260,000 in wages on a basis 
of $1,000 a week for five years, 

Cross complaint was an answer 
\to Chit’s $200,000 suit, charging 
| breach of contract. It charges the 
corporation with failure to submit 
satisfactory plans for remodeling 
the old Trocadero, where the singer 
was scheduled to appear. 





Andrews Sisters’ Special 
Show for Olympicers 


London, Aug. 10. 

Andrews Sisters will head a 
special midnight show at the Pal- 
ladium, London, Saturday (14) for 
|those participating in the Olympic 
games. 

There will be no admission 
charge and entry will be open to 
those competing in the games, 
pressmen, filmworkers and others 
‘who have been tied up with the 
event. 
| Andrews Sisters, who opened last 
| week, have caught on and advance 
| Sale is now at $80,000. 


The Andrews sisters at a Sunday 





RESUMES VAUDE SEPT. 23: 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Riverside theatre, Milwaukee, 
/resumes vaude policy Sept. 23 with 
Frankie Carle orch, and follows 
‘with three other bands, Desi Arnaz, 
/Woody Herman and Sammy Kaye. 
|House will take a pre-season shot 
‘with Gene Autry revue, Aug. 26. 
Charles Hogan office will book 
| the attractions. 








| Frances Langford and Jon Hall, 
| Jerry Colonna and the Harmoni- 
| cats comprise the next show at the 
| Roxy theatre, N.Y., starting Aug. 
25. 
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| Opening August 





FRANK 


BUSE 


Currently 


Held Over by Popular Demand 


TAHOE VILLAGE, Nev. 


(Return Engagement) 





27 (for 2 Weeks) 








At London Palladium 


samba has a special nitery follow- 
ing all its own; and with Gerardo, 
dancer who formerly with a num- 
ber of name bands, as the terping 
host, the club will feature cham- 
| pagne dance contests, etc. 

-Pupi Campo and Sacassas or- 
chestras will officiate. Opening 
slated for around Sept. 15. 





Unit Producers Wary Due 
To Lack of Playing Time; 
Rose’s ‘Violins’ Set for Tour 


The problem of getting sufficient , 


| playing time has, of late, stymied 
most unit producers, The show 
packagers are wary of _ taking 
chances unless sufficient time can 
be lined up in advance. A mini- 


'mum of 12 weeks is generally nec- | 
'essary to insure a profit for pro- | 


ducers. 

Billy Rose is currently contem- 
| plating sending out his current 
Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., show, 
“Violins Over Broadway.” Agent 
Jack Curtis is submitting show to 
vaude houses. John Murray An- 
derson will do the production. 


In previous years Rose sent out 
two Horseshoe units. The first was 
profitable inasmuch as it had a 
consecutive route. But second lay- 
out wa: pulled in because of gaps 
in playing time. 

“Violins Over Broadway” will re- 
main in the’ N. Y. cafe until after 
Jan. 1, when it will have rounded 
out a year’s run. 


ROSE NOT INTERESTED 





inasmuch as he’s now engaged not 
only with his cafe, but his ‘“Pitch- 
‘ing Horseshoes” column, radio 
transcriptions, and running of the 
Ziegfeld theatre, which opens next 
/month with “Magdalena.” 


| Rose said that Marx last week | 


|ecalled him from California, but he 


'was out of town, and therefore , 


| didn’t discuss the, proposition with 
him. “However,” he said, “I don’t 
want any more saloon business or 
any other business.” 


| 





Negro Songstress’ Illness 
_ Nips Grosses at A.C. Nitery 


| Atlantic City, Aug. 10. 
| Irvin Wolf, operator of the 500 


/club, Atlantic City, has run into) 


a siege of tough luck which cul- 
|minated in the inability of Pearl 
| Bailey to appear at his club Sat- 
urday (8). Miss Bailey, who open- 
ed the previous Tuesday, had been 
| playing to a handful of people and 
| was on the verge of recouping for 
|the operator Saturday, when the 
Negro songstress was felled by 
pleurisy. 

Dick Henry, William Morris 


agency, who was vacationing at the | 


resort, hurriedly got Billy Daniels 
to substitute. 
However, word that Miss Bailey 


would be unable to appear, affect- | 


ed business for the rest of the 
week. 


bulk of its business on weekends. 
Martin & Lewis, who wound up 
prior to Miss Bailey’s opening were 
unable to crack the weekday jinx. 





Boles’ British Click 


London, Aug. 10. 


IN ANY COAST NITERY 


The 500 club has been doing the | 


Florence Desmond Sought 
For Amsterdam’s Revue 


Negotiations are on for Florence 
Desmond, the British comedienne, 
to appear in the Ken Robey and 
Stan Zucker presentation of Morey 
Amsterdam’s “Hilarities of 1949,” 
opening at the Adelphi theatre, 
N. Y., Sept. 9 or 13. No contract 
has been inked yet. 


This two-a-day vauder will make 
a bid for the hilm-going trade with 
a scale of $2 top weekdays and 
$3 on weekends. It will give 10 
performances weekly, including a 
Seturday midnight show. 


Acts Paid Off With AGVA 
Bond in Pitt Nitery Foldo 
When Backer Disappears 


Only the performers got their 
dough out of Club Society, Pitts- 
burgh, when Raymond Reynolds, 
who backed nitery for $50,000, | 
skipped town in the alleged $200,- 
000 embezzlement of construction 
company which he operated. En- 
tertainers were covered by bond 
posted with American Guild of” 
Variety Artists. Musicians, waiters, | 
bartendeis and managers were left 
holding the bag for several weeks’ 
salary. 

Court appointed receiver for the 
construction outfit and is also ty- 
ing up funds of nitery, which will | 
continue to operate a bar-restau- 
‘rant, without music or entertain- | 
; ment, at least until its affairs are 
straightened out. Investigators | 
claim to have proof that the dough 
Reynolds sunk in Club Society | 








FOR DEC. 15 PREEM 


Miami Beach, Aug. 10. 
The new Copacabana, Miami 
| Beach, is expected to be open by 
Dec. 15. Spot, designed by Nor- 
man Bel Geddes, is currently un- | 
der construction to replace former 
site destroyed by fire. 


| Building will have a cornerstone 
containing mementos from show 
business names. Henny Youngman 
has contributed a violin string and 
| Hildegarde a rose. Other tokens 
are coming in. 








| Sonny Skylar set for the 500 
_ club, Atlantic City, Aug. 17. 








ment of USO to entertain re- H 


cruits coming in on the defense 
program, via the draft, is still to 
have its effect on Veterans Hospital 
Camp Shows. Latter organization, 
which replaced USO-Camp Shows, 
has received no official word to ex- 
pand activities, according to Law- 
rence Phillips, former USO-Camp 
Shows executive veeree and now 
member of the VHCS board. No 
enlargement of its activities are 
contemplated until the need arises. 

The Forrestal proclamation has 
been mistaken by many performers 
to mean that VHCS is expanding 
its entertainment facilities. As 
presently constituted, this organ- 
ization will take care of entertain- 
ment in Army, Navy and Veterans 


‘Administration hospitals only. Per- 


formers are being signed on the 
basis of present needs. 

Phillips stressed the point that 
until such time that USO-Camp 
Shows is revived to take care of 
draftees or others on active duty, 
there'll be no additional outlet for 
performers. 


Brasshats Must Decide 

Once the military heads decide 
that a révived USO-Camp Shows is 
needed, VHCS will probably get 
official notification to reinstall the 
wartime entertainment setup. Many 
problems are to be met before 
Camp Shows can be expanded to 
former wartime size. Foremost is 
additional funds. It’s expected the 
forthcoming Community Chests 


'campaign. throughout the country 


will provide the bulk of revenue 
for an enlarged Camp Shows pro- 


(Continued on page 46) 
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i THe JACK leoncert at the State theatre, Kil- | came out of the $200,000 he took 
2 OF CLUBS lb in, ; : : .|from prospective home owners, 
urn, broke every record for that Billy Rose is not interested in | h . | 
Return : ; . Baye A : most of them veterans, on prom- 
house with an attendance of 11,800 | extending his cafe operations to ise of putting up low cost dwell- | 
Engagement for two shows at $1.25 admission. | the Coast. The N. Y. showman, in eagle eens ase’ Gene built .. 
BROWN Several thousand were turned response to reports that Chico | gs. Kinga’ ; 
HOTEL away from this theatre, which is Marx and others were attempting | No trace of either Reynolds or | 7 
LOUISVILLE only 15 miles from the Palladium. |to get Dim to open a Diamond his son, Raymond L. Reynolds, | § 
It’s one of the largest houses in Horseshoe on the site of the de- | has been found since they disap- |; 
Available | Europe. funct Florentine Gardens, Holly- | peared two weeks ago. | * 
ai Aug. 23 wood, declared that he has neither | 
anagement: 'the time nor inclination to embark | 
Tom Fitzpatrick on this type venture. He said he | 
MILWAUKEE RIVERSIDE has enough to keep him busy here, | MIAMI COPA AIMS 
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John Boles’- provincial tour | 
LAST FRONTIER HOTEL opened with a aane at rw New- 
castle Empire, and he is following Currenti 
‘i é sgow and Sun- y 
Las Vegas, Nev. ore a at Glasg | 
Hyman Zah!, who is handling | CHEZ AMI Buffalo 
AL GROSSMAN, Reporting the Boles tour, is dickering for a . 
1270 Sixth Avenue London date, and hopes to get. sles . 
N York, N. Y. his star in the Palladium in Direction—JO 
ae B.-A, 3 Pty September. ~ « tars : fagl oh 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF AUGUST I1 





Numerals in conneciion with biiis beiow indicate opening day of show 
whether fall or split week. 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (BR) BKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warmer; (WR) Walter Reade 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (L) 12 


Siop the Music 
Bert Parks 

Harry Salter Ore 
Jack Carter 
Trixie 


Mastic Hall (1) 12 
Win Mayo 
Charles Tyrell 


Willie Jones 
Andy Arcari 
Idalys 
Estelle Sloan 


Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Varamount (P) il 
Peggy Lee 
Dave Barbour 6 
Jan Murray 
Rudy Cardenas 
Ray Eberle Orc 
Resy (1) 11 
Dick Haymes 
Tommy Trent 
Buster Shaver 
Carel Lynne 
Arnold Sheda 
Jean Sturgeon 
Friix Diet! 
Strand (WW) 13 
ah Rasie Ore 
iNie Holiday 
| pee hy 
itump & Stumpy 
BRONX 


Crotona (1) 16-17 
Moenetie & Perry 
Lillian Cavell 
Farl Jack & Betty 
Larry Daniels 
QU EENS 

Jamaica (1) 11-14 
Franklin Twins 
Marilyn Frechette 
Castle & Helene 
Tvter & St Clair 
Nadine & Charles 
Dot Dellan Cats 
Beverly Becker 
(twe to fill) 
ATLANTIC cITYy 

Steel Pier (1) 8 
Olsen & Johnson 
Clark Bros 
Kate Murtah 

BALTIMORE 


{Margie Taylor 

|The Twirlers 
(one to fill) 

CAMDEN 

Towers (3) 13-15 
Gilbert & Carroll 

j Janet Stevens 

| Pansy the Horse 
Al Stevens 

38 Parks 

CHICAGO 


| State-Lake (P) 11 
Disc Jockey Rev 
Herb Fields (rc 
Sarah Vaughn 

2 Ton Baker 

Tony Harper 
Oriental (1) 11 


Horace Heidt Show 
Johnny Rand 
Jean Harvey 
Jimmy Grosse 
Ralph Peer 
Melodaires 
Jitterbugs 
Pat Theriault 
CLEVELAND 
“Palace (KR) 1% 
Henny Youngman 
Jerry Wayne 
Don Henry 3 
Sensationalists 
Sibyl Bowan 
Salici Puppeis 

DETROIT 
Broadway (FP) 14 
Cab Calloway Co 
Whitson Bros 
Peggy Mann 
Jack Leonard 
MIAMI 

(PrP) 1 
Vanderbilt Bo;s 
Sue Carson 
Arthur Ward Co 
Benson & Mann 
Ames Bros 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 12% 
Woody & Bobby 
Leo De Lyon 
2 Morano Sis 
Gypsy Markoff 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 15-14 
Terry & Howard 
Lona & Mickey 





Hippedrome (I) 12) alien Sis 
Dr Neff Show Kodell ~ r 
State (1) 12-14 Chambers & Blair 
.acey Bros WASHINGTON 
hy iis Willis Capitol (L) 12 
Sammy Moss 4 Evans 
The Marlboros Pitchmen 
15-18 Honeybeoys 
Paul Mix Perry Lawlor 
BIRMINGHAM Vie Oliver 
Hippodrome (M) 9] Pat Kirkwood 
. ‘alt Fred Emney 
ae + > ae Melachrine Ore 
Bat Monty Marilyn Hightower 
pinks Michael Bentine 
Turner Layton 


Rebinson & Martin 

Douglas Byng 

latinas 3 

Vreddie Sanborn 

Reg Dixon 
BRADFORD 


Alhambra (M) 8 
Farle & Babette 
Frances Day 
Johnson Clark 

sonald Peers 
E Marx & Iris 

Donald B Stuart 
Dolaire 
E! Granadas & 

Peter 
Joe Black 
BRIGHTON 

Hippedrome (M) 9 
Watiabies 
Nicholas Bros 
Beb Grey 
Ben Yost Co 
Philippe & Marta 
My rons 


Jean Kennedy . 
Bill Werr 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 
Dancing Vears 
Barry Sinclair 


Odettes Field 


Nicolette Roeg 
Veronica Brady 
Sara Romano 


Jebn Palmer 
Frauk Thornton 
Warde Morgan 
Gina Coward Co 
CHISWICK 
Empire (8) 9 
Monte Rey 
Con Coelleane 
Max Bacon 
B Wright & Marton 
Douglas Robinson 
Jy) Vivienne & Irene 
Chikolas 
Ravic & Renee 
DERBY 
(irand (8) 8 
Picadilly Hayride 
Nat Jackley 
4 Hurricanes 
4 VPagolasa 
Marianne Lincoin 
dack Francois 
GLASCOW 
Empire (4) 9 
Vernon Sis 
o Boles 
cevfe Bros & 
Annette 
Riley & Heller 
Foster & Clarke 
Leslie Strange 


rikson 
Fesvoin & Sparks 
& J Crastonian 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 9 
Fiit Parade 1948 
Beity Driver 
Victor Barna 
Alec Brook 
Cc & R Yale . 
Pasne & Hilliard 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 9 
Leon Cortez 
3 & KR Arnaut 
Amazing Forel 
_ & Summers 
erdon Whelan 
rnaie Dillon 
eswell Twing 
enry DD Adams 
¢ LONDON 
Hippodrome (M 


Julie Andrews 
Jean Garson 
Santigo Bad 
Palladium (“M) ® 
Andrews Sis 

Lew Parker 

M Colleano Co 


Frank Marlowe 
Elsa & Waldo 
Fayes 3 


Len Young 
Jose Moreno Co 
Yvonne Watts 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 98 
Ignorance Is Bliss 
Harold Benes 
Gladys Hay 
Michael Moore 
Matt Nixon 
Foulharmonie Ore 
O'Keefe Sis & 
B Richards 
Aerial Kenways 
Maurice French 
Jimmy Elliott 
J & M Kinson 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 9 
Phyllis Dixey 
Jack Durant 
Konyots 
Boros 
Frank Preston 
Scott & Foster 
SHEPHE’DS BUSH 
Empire (S) # 
New Madhatters 
Syd Seymour 
Madhatiers Bi 
Constance Evans 
Earle & Oscar 
Pat O’Brien 
Eric Plant 


woop 
Empire 
Snow White & 7 


Dwarfs 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (%) 


GREEN 
(is) 9 


Ta Ra Rah Boom 
Frankie Howerd 
Adrienne & Leslie 
Morgan & Royle 
irving Girdweed 


NOTTINGHAM 

Empire (M) 9 
2 Danceites 
Merry Macs 


Skating Barodas 
Terry-Thomas 
Allen & Lee 
Claude Daiupier 
Winters & Wielding 
M ise & Charles 
3 Spallas 

Van Dock 


SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 9 


Skating Merinos 

Charlie Kunz 

2 Redheads 

Tommy Fields 

L Sharpe & Iris 

Bontonds 

Jack Edge 

Dick Henderson 

Richardo Co 
SWANSEA 

(M> 

Leon & Barrie 

B Reid & D Squires 

Hal Miller 

Joyce Golding 

Slim Rhyder 

Melville & Rekar 


| 
| NEW YORK CITY 
| 
| 
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Cabaret Bills 











Cafe Society 
Downlown 


; Lenny Herman Ore 
| Hotel New Yorker 
Mildred Bailey | 5 (Cummins Orc 
Aven Long lee Revue 

Calvin Jackson 


Edmund Hall Ore 


Hetel Pennsylvania 
Skitch Henderson O 


Copacabana Hotel St Moritz 
Morton Downey Menconi Orc 
Jean («‘arroll Jacquelina 
tiali-Gali Vida & Varo 
Betty Bonney Hotel Taft 
Ralph Young Vincent Lopez Ore 
Ray Malone 


Charlie Drew 


Latin Quarter 
Ina Ray Hutcon QO: 
Willie Shore 
Cross & Dunn 
landre & Verna 
Costello Twins 
Bon Vivante 


M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Jay Marshall 
Grace & Nicrco 
Norma Shepherd 
Cheral Octet 


Ht Sandler Ore B Harlow Ore 


Alverez Mera 

Juenger Ballet Line _Le Rubaa Blea 
cat ae King Odom 4 
Fi Chico 


Naomi Sievens 
louise Howard 
Ede Lubich 
Normann Paris 3 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Marita & Barreira 
lI. Nomura Ders 
J Lawrence 
Beverly Arnold 
Harry Prime 
Shepard Line 
Old Roumaniap 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D'Aquila Ore 

Spivy's 
Katrina Van Oss 
Mary McCarty . 
Spivy 
Versailles 

Nancy Denovan 
Bob rear Ore 
Panchito Ore 

Village Barn 
Hal Graham Ore 


Fernatida Crespa 
Conde Luts 
Victoria Barcele 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Havana-Madrid 
Los Bocheros 
Trini Reyes 

H Santillana 
Ralph Font Ore 
Machito Orc 

jetel Belm't-Plaza 
Kiddie Stone Ore 
Metel Biltmore 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Turner Twins 
Jack Kerr 

Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Penthouse Club 
Johuny Thonipsen 
Oscar Walzer 


Riviera Chubby Roe 
Jane Froman Eddy Howard 
Paul Winchell Bill Duffy 


Mario & Fioria Barbara Duffy 
Mons. Richard 
Piute Pete 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel Astor Freddy Martin Ore 
Dick Jurgens Ore | Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Tony Bavaar 
JdJaey Gilbert 
Denn Arden Tine 








Blackhawk Mage & Karr 
Al Trace Orch Leroy Bros (2) 
Jackie Van M Gould Ore (10) 

Hotel Bismark | Ann Hathway 

Billy Bishop Ore | D Chiesta Combo 
Florence & Fred’rie | Dorothy Dorben 

Helsings Dancers Co 
Prof. Backwards Hotel Stevens 
Lenny Colyer Benny Sirong Ore 
Seiko. + othe B & F Ballard 
Bill Chandler Ore Joon Flanagan 


Lela Amechee 

H Edgewater Beach 
Geo Olsen Ore 

H Williams Trie 
Paul Sydell 

Hal Raywia 

Betty Gray 
Dorothy Hiléed 


Jean Arlen 

Marian Spelman 
Skating Bilvdears 
Bog Turk 

Rebfield & Del Toro 
Doris Donavan 
Elwood Carl 


Palmer House 
Liberace 
Clifford Guest 
M Abbott Dners, 10 
Fiorian ZaBach Ore 
Giselle & F Szyoni 


Dancers (12) « 
Gaynor & Ross 
Chez Paree 
Danny Thomas 
Martha King 








Continued from page 1 


studio execs with the need for 
economy. 
They've created a Frankenstein, 
it is asserted, for their cries that 
films are doing no business at the 
b.o. have been picked up by col- 
umnists and critics and retailed to 
the public as evidence that Holly- 
wood has lost its know-how. It has 
created a state of mind among the 
filmgoers that has hit grosses. A 
recent column in the Sunday New 
York Times by Bosley Crowther on 
the downbeat state of business is 
cited as a perfect example of the 
idea the industry's own execs have 
encouraged writers to give the 
public. 
Foreign 

Foreign income, no less than do- 
mestic, has dropped to nothing like 
the levels that the public, as well 
as most industryites without access 
to figures, believes. The British 
situation wasn't felt at all until 
June 14, when the new Anglo-U. S. 
agreement became effective. It is 
not possible to tell you exactly 
how much the new British regula- 
tions will hurt overall foreign in- 
come, but most companies are fig- 
uring on doing as well, or almost 
as well, on overseas receipts in 
1948 as they did in 1947. 

Despite the self-generating hue- 
and-cry, it is not the grosses that 
will be bad this year, but the nets. 


starting to be felt. 





S White & Anuve 





>) 9' Olga Varona 


should improve immeasurably. 


Costs of the pictures now being 


amortized are still in excessively | ‘Redside birthday party tendered | 


high brackets. Effects of economies |¢g Victor (IATSE) Gamba cheered 
instituted a year ago only now are | 


As pictures | were 
made on lower budgets go into |Carl Kessler, Eddie Vogt and Jack 
release, the net profit situation Claney. Carl Kilroy donated his 


Instead of public dissertations on 


the meager state of the boxoffiee, | 
it is felt, company toppers should | 
/look inward for the reasons for | 
‘declining profits. In most in-| 
| stances they have done so success- | 
fully, although too late. 

Introspection is also called for | 
by those companies which have. 
'seen their weekly film rental in-| 
,come drop. In every case, a pic- 
|ture-by-picture comparison with | 
1947 shows that it is much less the 
‘state of business in general than 
it is just plain bad films. Lots of 
execs are howling about poor busi- 
ness by product that couldn't pos- 
Ssibly attract sizeable audiences in 
j anything but the undiscriminating 
' boom days of the war. Fortunately, 
most of the studios have caught on 
to themselves and future output 
| looks much more hopetul. 

To give any overall comparison 
on the income of distributing com- | 





New 


JULIE WILSON 


Songs 

15 Mins. 

Mocambo, Hollywood : 
In a room where the three R's— 

romance, rum and rhumba—have 


floorshow, singers don’t expect too 
‘much attention. That Julie Wilson, 


making her Coast bow at the Mo- 
cambo, almost succeeds in making 
table smalltalk disappear entirely 
is probably the best indication of 
her delivery. 

Attractively caparisoned, this 
brunet locker makes an immediate 
impression, an impression that Is 
heightened as soon as she begins 


'to sing. There’s no strain on the 


vocal chords here, for Miss Wilson 
sings easily and softly. Her num- 


Acts 


MERRIE DELANEY 
Dance-Songs 
6 Mins 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Merrie Delaney needs an act be- 
'foce her capabilities, if. any, can 


‘always been more important than a | be brought out. This sepian comes 


on stage in what might be a femme 
tramp costume and does a comedy 
interpretation of “I Ain't Got No- 
| body,” which fails to get any ap- 
|preciable degree of laughs. ; 
She follows with a modified strip 
|in which she gets down to a dance 
icostume, but terping is on the 
|same par with her singing. There's 
ino routining—no nothing except a 
‘bright and _ willing personality, 
which for a solo spot isn’t enough 
|in this or any house. Jose. 


! 





, 
|panies currently as against the|bers are delivered with just the | JAY SMYTHE 


|same period last year is virtually | 
| impossible and would be mislead- | 
| ing. There is too great a variance | 
from company to company, depend- 
Ling on the quality of product | 
; they’ve had to offer in recent) 
| months. 
Theatres Down 6-10° 

On the other hand, theatre cir- 
cuits and indie houses appear to 
be down about 6% to 10% from a 
| year ago. The first runs have been 
/hit harder than the subsequents, 
‘with plenty of the latter doing 
| just as well in 1947, despite the 
| habitual cries of despair from their 
| owners. The major chains, made up 
largely of early run houses, nat- 
urally are feeling most whatever 
decline there has been. Among | 
other things, however, average ad- 
mission prices have been upped 
68% since pre-war. 

Increase in the number of auto- | 
/mobiles and the lure of competing | 
| forms of recreation have undoubt- | 
| edly accounted for some of the, 
drop in business this summer. | 

Summer grosses are very greatly | 
affected by the weather and the | 
industry has been fortunate in that | 
| respect this year. June was very | 
| rainy, keeping people from outdoor 
recreation. On the other hand, July | 
| was favorable for the swimming | 











| pools, night baseball and beaches, | 
_ but August so far as been a bo- 
| nanza to the theatre men. Business 
over both last weekend and the. 
_weekend before was excellent. 
_ Evidence on all sides, it is ob-| 
vious, points to the fact that film | 
| grosses are nothing like what in- | 


| dustry word-of-mouth and the col-: 
_umnists would have people think- 
_ ing. Need now, it is felt, is for a 
| pepebatoateat reversal that will; 
| acquaint Jane and Johnny Public 
| with the fact that film business is 
_ Still great and they ought to climb 

on the bandwagon for the nearest 
, theatre. 


| - Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Aug. 10. 

Dr. Zina Bennett, veepee Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Magicians, 
and G. Ray Ferrell motored in to | 
visit Carl Kessler (The Amazing) 
Mr. Ballantine), who expects go- 
home papers soon. 
| Edward C. Gaiser checked into 
| the infirmary for observation. 

The Sorrell Trio, of Grand View 
hotel, Lake Placid, and Chago 
Rodrigo, Latin-American singer, 
gave an entertainment for the gang 
that was tops. 

“Hi-Lites of 1948,” produced and 
directed by Eddie Vogt, grossed 
— $3,000 for the local hospital 

und. 

Gil Segal, of Warners Philly of- 
fice, in to bedside Bob Pasquale, 
who checks out next month. 

Among the Rogersites who took 
in the King Reid Shows were Mary 
Mason, Helen Grupp, Slim Glenn, 
Andy Grainger, Frank Hynes. 
Arthur Slattery, Joe DeNicolo, Car! 
Kessler, Bob Pasquale and Arthur 
Proffitt. And ‘all on the cuff. 

Marie Gallagher and Charles 
Dillon visited Dolly Gallagher, who 
is doing nicely. 

Marie Lalis planed back to N.Y.C. 
after a two-week vacation with her 
hubby Bill (Decca) Lalis, who is 
flashing good clinic reports. 

Frank (Par) Hynes, who suc- 
ceeded George Fee as chairman of 
“We The Patients,” is planning 
lawnparty on the Rogers grounds 
with entertainment and bingo. Aid- 
‘ing. him are Helen Morris, Mary 
Mason, Joe DeNicolo and Walter 
Romanik. 

George Powers (Powers’ Ele- 
phants), who recently checked out 
of the infirmary,.enjoys all privi- 
leges and mild exercise. 








| 
| 





him up plenty. Those attending 
Curry, John Binkley, 


lerchestra for entertainment. 


proper shade of insinuation for the 
intimate bistros and she knows 
how to get her auditors quickly 
and easily into the mellow mood. 


The growing trend toward more 
intimate niteries should bring a 
ready market for her wares. She 
stacks up as a good bet for the 
smaller clubs, having the looks, 
voice and delivery to click. Some 
of her stuff is special material that 
she projects with warmth for splen- 
did returns and the more familiar 
stuff is pretty surefire. She tops it 
all off with an understanding of 
her own lyrics, a rare trait now- 
adays, that permits her to sell in- 
telligently. Net result is topnotch. 
particularly for the candle-light 
and dusky drapes circuit. Kap. 


MARIAN CALLAHAN 
Dance 
12 Mins. 
Club Norman, Toronto 

When Jane, of the dancing Cal- 
lahan Sisters, decided she would 
rather be an actress and enrolled 
in the Academy of Dramatic Art, 
N. Y., that broke up a team that 
had been on the nitery payrolls 
for eight years. Marian Callahan 
is now doing a single and will have 
no trouble getting engagements. 
The pert and diminutive dancer 
stays away from the straight rou- 


'tine footwork and has developed a 


distinctive styling which is neither 
ballet tap nor standard hoofing. 
Her intricate footwork, plus per- 
fectly-timed cartwheels and splits 
in rhythm, register solidly. Sweet 
without being coy, Miss Callahan 
also puts over her act on youthful 


|appearance and an apparent sin- 


cere enthusiasm for her work and 
the reception she receives. 


A cute switch was her next-to- 
closing number when she did a re- 
verse striptease, first appearing in 
blue briefies and then getting into 
her clothes without breaking the 
rhythm of her dance. This drew 
whistles from even some of the 
males in the well-mannered Club 
Norman clientele. Miss Callahan 
closes with a Pat Rooney imper- 
sonation to “Rosie O’Grady” and 
had to beg off when caught. The 
terp stylist has plenty of sparkle 
and spirit and is definitely top- 
drawer in her new solo venture. 

McStay. 


THE IDALYS (2) 
Aerialists 

6 Mins. 

Music Hall, N. Y. 

This is the first U. S. stage ap- 
pearance for this French circus act, 
though it was with the Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum & Bailey show a cou- 
ple of seasons ago. It’s an expert 
and impressive spot, with sufficient 
element of danger to provide sus- 
pense. Because of the height at 
which the pair performs, the act 
may be limited to theatres with 
ample stage dimensions. 


Man and woman do their bal- 
ancing from a unicycle arrange- 
ment on a circular track atop a 
high steel mast. First the man ped- 
dles around upside down, holding 
onto the unicycle with his thighs. 
then does it with the gal balanced 
on a pole and hanging from a tra- 
peze suspended from a bit in his 
teeth. Hobe. 


ESTELLE SLOAN 
Dancing 
5 Mins. 
wre — N. Y. 

ively and skillful tap dan 
with a trace of ballet aaa oe 
Estelle Sloan has played the Radio 
City Musie Hall and various other 
spots, but isn’t in the Vaniery New 
Acts file, so this is for the records 
Gal is a nice. terper, particularly 
with the succession of tap-turns 
with which she climaxes the act. 
She’s obviously okay for vaude and 
nitery (and has also clicked in 
filmusicals—Ed. ) 


She’s an okay looker, but her 
costume at the show caught wasn't 
too becoming, possibly because the 
color didn’t suit her or the sur- 
roundings. She undoubtedly would 





(Write to those who are iil.) 


have more impact from a smaller 
stage. Hi 


Skating 
7 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. ‘ 

Jay Smythe has an excellent line 
of taps done while wearing skates. 
His dance routines are such that 
they can stand on their own, and 
in addition, he’s able to provide 
picturesque effects by the mobility 
afforded by the wheels. 

Colored artist works with ease, 
a deal of style, and has the knack 
of making comparatively difficult 
tricks look easy. His routine done 
atop a table is along the, lines of 
Tip, Tap and Toe. The off-the-table 
slides are conducive to top hands. 
He’s capable of holding down a 
spot in any vauder. Jose. 








USO Expansion 


Continued from page 45 





gram. Whether an _ appreciable 
part of the Chest campaign coin 
goes for Camp Shows will depend 
on whether military heads feel the 
need of a greater USO entertain- 
ment arm. 


VHCS Revamps Board 


Meanwhile, VHCS has enlarged 
its board of directors so that the 
heads of all sponsoring organiza- 
tions will have _ representaiton. 
Sponsoring organizations and di- 
rectors now include Actors Equity, 
Clarence Derwent and Bert Lytell; 
Authors League, Oscar Hammer- 
stein II; American Broadcasting 
Co., Edward J. Noble; American 
Federation of Radio Artists, Ken 
Carpenter and George Heller; 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
Lawrence Tibbett; American Guild 
of Variety Artists, Dave Fox; 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers, Deems 
Taylor; Artists Managers Guild, 
Bert Allenberg; Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America, Paul Dull- 
zell; Association of Motion. Picture 
Producers, Y. Frank Freeman; As- 
sociation of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers, Ben Boyar; Dramatists 
Guild, Moss Hart; CBS, William 
Paley and Donald W. Thornburgh. 

Hollywood Coordinating Com- 
mittee, George Murphy; Interna- 
tional Alliance Theatricai Stage 
Employees, Richard Walsh; League 
of New York Theatres, Brock Pem- 
berton; Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Assn, Walter G. Douglas; Mu- 
tual Broadcasting System, Edgar 
Kobak; National Assn. of Broad- 
casters, Justin Miller; Negro Ac- 
tors Guild, Noble Sissle; Screen 
Actors Guild, Ronald Reagan and 
Mrs. Florence Marston; Sereen Di- 
rectors Guild, George Stevens: 
Screen Writers Guild, Sheridan 
Gibney; Theatre Authority, Alan 
Corelli; Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, Ted Gable. 

Other directors include John 
Shubert, of the Shubert Theatres, 
and A. J. Balaban, head of the 
Roxy theatre, N. Y. Lytell, Free- 
man, Murphy, Pemberton and 


Sissle were on the board prior to 
the additions. 









Berlin Paints 


Continued from page 2 


Berlin asked the late composer 
how he came to paint. Gershwin 
told Berlin, “I guess it started 
when Ira (Gershwin) gave me a 
set of paints and I just went to it.” 
Same thing happened with Berlin 
when a friend did the same thing— 
gave him a set of paints and he 
started daubing. 

Songsmith clippered to Paris 
over the weekend for three weeks, 
heading to London later to gener- 
ate a little pre-opening press inter- 
est in “Easter Parade” prior to its 
British debut, just as he does 
with all his filmusicals. Berlin also 
has branch music publishing inter- 
ests in both the French and British 
capitals which he wants to 0.0. 


personally. 
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VARIETY 


HOUSE REVIEWS 





—_— 
Paramount, N. Y. 


Peggy Lee with Dave Barbour 
quintet; Jan Murray, Rudy Carde- 
nas, Ray Eberle Orch (16); “Be- 

nd Glory” (Par), reviewed in 


VARIETY, June 16, '48. 


The Paramount, known as a 
pandshow house since its inception, 
with this show taken a step 
that indicates it’s ready to drop 
that policy, although keeping the 

e format. For the first time, 
the band is given Virtually nothing 
to do except play the opening num- 
ber to raise the pit and retire to 
fhe background for its show-back- 
ing chores. 

The layout consequently is able 
to accent the highly competent 
group of principals which affords 
mame as well as entertainment 
value. The result, with a few mi- 
nor deflections, is first rate. 


~ Peggy Lee, who etched herself 
into the name brackets with her 
Capitol recording of ‘“Manana,” 
has consequently increased her 
earning power from $850 since her 
last appearance here, to $5,000 
weekly ‘latter tag includes the 
price of husband, Dave Barbour’s 
erack quintet). She’s a singer of 
considerable charm and ability, but 
unfortunately had to fight her way 
into audience acceptance because 
of faulty staging and routining. 
Coming on after the heavy mitt 
scored by Jan Murray was one of 
the reasons that made it difficult 
for her to zet started. Her opening 
number didn’t help either. Nor did 
the wide space between her accom- 
panying quintet and the spot where 
she worked help her get across to 
the audience. The fact that she 
overcame these difficulties indi- 
cates her prowess as a performer. 
Once Miss Lee gets into ‘“‘Caramba 
It’s the Samba” and reprises “Gold- 
en Earrings” and “Manana,” the 
audience is a wrap-up. 

Murray, :. repeater here, is sure- 
fire in this house. He has a con- 
fident demeanor, a bright parcel of 
stories and an ingratiating man- 
ner with throwaway lines. In his 
solo stint he gets as big a re- 
sponse as any comic who’s worked 
this house. Unfortunately, he spoils 
the net effect with his bit with 
Toni Kelly, a looker who comes 
from the lines in the plush niteries. 
Not that Miss Kelly’s looks are a 
handicap, but the bit of beating a 
doll is so hokey that it detracts 
from the class lines with which he 
won audience acceptance. As far as 
the house mob is concerned, there’s 
no stopping the laughs with any- 
thing he does. 


The third entertainer, Rudy Car- 
denas, is probably the best of the 
youthful crop of jugglers. He 
comes by his accomplishments nat- 
urally, being a nephew of the Great 
Rastelli, tops in this line more than 
a generation ago. The lad has 
class and excellent routines and 
several new twists to this ancient 
art that win top hands. 


* Ray Eberle’s band doesn’t get a 
chance to show anything except 
for the warmup piece as the pit 
rises. Eberle himself gets a chance 
to do “Black Magic,” which he does 
nicely and then he retires to com- 
Parative obscurity. Perhaps he 
should have gotten another chance 
to use his orch between Murray 
and Miss Lee, which would have 
iven the audience a chance to re- 
ax after Murray’s smash reception 
and paved the way for Miss Lee 
to win her audience more rapidly. 
Again, it might have only acted 
as a stage wait. Jose. 


Oriental, Chi 


sd Chicago, Aug. 5. 
“Horace Heidt’s Radio Winners,” 
with Don Rice, Harold Parr, Stan- 
ley Morse, Jeanne Harvey, Johnny 
ongol, Jack Green, Melodares 
(4), Johnny Vana, Jimmy Grosso, 
Pat Theriault; Carl Sands Orch; 
Time of Your Life’ (UA). 


Show speeds along without lag 
i for corny appreciation spiel 
by n Rice at the end. Young- 
sters culled from winners on Hor- 
— Heidt’s Philip Morris program 
set), do well and the milking 

y Rice isn’t necessary to wangle 
applause. 

While most of the turns are on 
Vocal and instrumental side, they 
all make good. Jeanne Harvey, tap- 
Stress, starts the ball rolling, fol- 
owed by Jackie Green. who re- 
prises musical bottle stint. Jimmie 
en does vocal impresh of name 

and signatures and singers for 
nice returns, 


anet ‘eal professional talent is 
isplayed by Johnny Vana, 14-year- 
bye xylophonist, who scores with 
1 vga sense of timing and pitch on 
yo Vibraharps and drums. Melo- 
ares, three high school youths 
and a miss, are ready for regular 
flgagements, They're youthful, 
an Solid arrangements and good 
Voices. Pat Theriault emulates 
mate Peabody in some fast banjo 
Plunking. Stanley Morse, in next 

Closing spot, offers “Sabre 


Dance” on trombone for hefty re- 
turns, 

Harold Parr, blind singer, ties 
show together with his baritoning, 
all commercial. He’s ready for an 
opportunity also. Some smart disk 
company might press his “Cool 
Waters” backed with Melodares. 

Rice, who does the m.c. chores, 
has two spots of his ewn which 
get laughs. His takeoff on the 
early-rising femme with girdle 
trouble and the weekend drunk 
are strong, but some of material 
is dated. Carl Sands orch does 
usual neat job in backing show. 

Zabe. 


Steel Pier. A. cs 
Atlantic City, Aug. 5. 
_ Mary Small, Jack Olsen, Spauld- 
ing Trio, The Gaudsmiths, Roxy- 
ettes, Johnny O'Connell's orch: 
“Man From Texas” (EL). 





Mary Small, of radio’s “Three 
For the Money,” heads current bill, 
supported by acts not as strong as 
previous layouts but good enough 
to please huge crowds that jammed 
Music Hall’s 2,400 seats during 
rainy spell. 

Jack Olsen emcees show and / 
brings on the Roxyettes, held over | 
for a second week. Dancing of 20) 
girls, attired in white evening | 
gowns, with fan effect sparks | 
things nicely. 

Spaulding trio, two girls and | 


Rexy, N. Y. 


Dick Haymes, Tommy Trent. 
Buster Shaver with Olive, George 


Lynne, Arnold Shoda-Jean Stur- 
geon, Fritz Dietl, Choral Ensemble. 
Roxyettes, Roxy Orch; “Walls of 
Jericho” (20th-Fox), reviewed in 
VaRIETY July 7, '48. 





From the opening routine by the 
Roxyettes, based on the “Board- 
walk At Atlantic City” to the clos- 
ing “Ol’ Man River,” by Dick 





|conjunction with “Walls of Jeri- 
| cho,” is a treat to the eye and ear. 
| And it sticks around only some 47 
| minutes, which is more in its favor 
| entertainment-wise. 

| That a show is short doesn’t al- 


| Ways mear that it’s fast, and there 


& Richard, Ice Revue with Carol | 


| Eldridge band and White to get 
‘together in pro 
| White draws a 


! 


more quiet interludes that’s appre- 
| ciated here. 
lads 


is assortment of bal- 
go over nicely, although 
“House I Live In” was fouled up 
at show caught by the inability of 


r key. However, 

eserved encore. 
Other acts on the bill, Jay 

Smythe and Merrie Delaney are 


-under New Acts. The comedy skit 
_by Spider Bruce and Co. gets the 
_usually good response. 


Tose. 


Musie Hall, N. Y. 


° —; 
| Haymes, this new Roxy show, in 


Leon Leonidoff-Russell Markert 
presentation, The Idaiys (2), Bunin 
& Co. (2), Andy Arcari, Estelle 
Sloan, Music Hall symphony orch 
directed by Alexander Smallens; 
Music Halil glee club with Robert 
Hayden, Winn Mayo, Charles Tyr- 
rell, Willis Jones, Rockettes, ballet: 


are a couple spots in this that setting, Bruno Maine; costumes, 
{makes it no exception. But, it's J@™es Stewart Morcom, Marco 
| beautifully costumed, smoothly ce emma: special lyrics, Albert 
|planned, and smartly executed. Stillman; choreography, Florence 


| Opening scene utilizes the choral 
'group in a beach ball bit which 
| eventually segues into the ice-team 
of Shoda & Sturgeon. They cavort 
in a simple but smart setting seem- 
ingly designed as a hotel patio and 
do a good job of convincing the 
customers. Next comes Fritz Diet}, 
stunt skater on stilts, who's on a 
bit too long for what he does, al- 
lowing things to sag a bit. How- 
ever, things brighten immediately 


boy, on next in nice bit, which was | thereafter with Carol Lynne, top- 


Rogge, organist, Richard Leibert. 
“A Date With Judy” (M-G), re- 
viewed in VARIETY, June 23, "48. 





Taking its theme from the cur- 





| 
} 
} 


Hippodrome, Balte. 
Baltimore, Aug. 8. 
Dave Barry, Marko Family (2), 
Tony Donadia, Salici’s Puppets, Jo 
Lombardi House Orch (12); “Bring 
‘Em Back Alive” (RKO), 





Pleasing setup of no great pro- 
portion is sufficiently entertaining 
in its projection and another one 
of those practically all-male settos 
booked in her: of late. This time 
it’s headed by Dave Barry, back 
w th some radio stature accumulat- 
ed on the Jimmy Durante layout 
ard equipped with fresh material 
for top returns. Gives doings an 
opening via his ripple song and 
some gags to bring on the Markos, 
mixed duo of hand balancers in a 
pleasing sesh of okay tricks. 


Tony Donadia is next with vocals 


of “Donkey Serenade,” “Mamselle,” 


“Thine Alone” and “A Million To- 
morrows,” all sold for top returns. 
Lad has the pipes, and given some 
tricks of selling, and smart projec- 
tion could develop into more am- 
bitious possibilities. Sets matters 
for Barvy to follow with his act, 
which is smoothly timed and han- . 
died for major laugh returns, hit- 
ting a high mark with the closing 


rent Golden Jubilee of Greater! bit wrapped around a boy’s speech 
New York City, the current stage-| at a birthday party. Salicis close 


show at the Radio’ City showplace 
has five scenes to represent the five 


with smoothly operated puppet 


| Show simulating a complete vaude 


layout, skillfully synchronized to 


boroughs. It is a large, ornate and music. Makes for a perfect clincher. 


occasionally imposing presentation, 
sometimes relating to«the general 





well received. Olsen follows and 
offers smooth patter, impersona- 
tions and novelty songs for nice 
rcturns. Ink Spots’ “If I Didn't 
Care” gets best response. 


The Gaudsmiths, with French 
poodle act, adds to merriment of 
show. Roxyettes return for neat 
hoop number in strobolite as prel- 
ude to Spaulding trio’s adagio turn. 

Mary Small, songstress, gets nice 
reception and sustains pace with 
sock vocals of “Hy, Hy, Ho, Ho.” 
“There’s a Tree in the Meadow,” 
‘Love Somebody” and “Old Man 
River.” Encores with “Every Day 
I Love You Just a Little Bit More,” 
“Can't Be True” and “Put a Penny 
in the Box” for more pattycakes 
and begoff. 

_ Roxyettes close with nifty skat- 
ing routine. Walk. 


Palladium. London 
London, Aug. 3. 
Andrews Sisters (3), Lew Park- 
er, Maurice Colleano Troupe (6) 
3 Shades & Reg Redcliffe (4), Len 
Young, Elsa & Waldo, Trio Fayes, 
Arnaut Bros. (2), Jose Moreno, 
Woolf Phillips & Skyrockets Orch. 





A large and enthusiastic Palla- 
dium audience greeted the Andrews 
Sisters as if they were old friends. 
Trio walked on to ovation and 
=“. to another at conclusion of 
act. 

For three quarters of an hour 
trio sang merrily along at the mike, 
and if audience had had its way 
would have stayed on indef. They 
gave ’em everything in their book. 
from pop hits like “Near You,” 
“Civilization,” “Heartbreaker” and 
“Sabre Dance,” sure-fire choruses 
from their old faves, starting with 
“Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen” and, as 
a special treat for Cockney Lon- 
duners, “Underneath the Arches” 
and “Roll Out the Barrel.” 

It was not just the singing of 
popular hits that made the audi- 
ence yell for more, but their natu- 
ral charm, their good sense of fun 
and, above all, their sincerity and 
honest desire to please. They'll be 
at the Palladium a month bu‘ their 
success, assured before their visit. 
was eonsiderably enhanced after 
the opening night. 

Show opens with Three Shades 
& Reg Redcliffe, a nifty dance and 
rhythm act, followed by Len 
Young, who sings and wisecracks 
with equal facility. Maurice Col- 
leano wins laughs via acrobatic 
dancing, admirably supported by 
other members of his company, 
which includes accomplished and 
attractive dancers. Elsa and Waldo 
get most laughs with their ludi- 
crous costumes, facial contortions, 
and nifty tapstering for merited 
applause. ‘- 

Subbing for Frank Marlowe, 


‘forced out by a leg injury, are the 


Arnaut Bros. with their popular 
whistling and fiddling act, topped 
by bird romance bit. The Trio 
Fayes, acrobatic turn, appeared to 
enjoy«their work as much as the 
audience, and, in similar vein, 
Jose Moreno puts over clever bal- 
ancing act on slack repe to nice 
returns. 

Lew Parker’s disarming honesty 
in admitting he hadn't come to tell 
new stories but to revive old mem- 
ories struck the right note. His 
combo of songs and story telling 
deserved warm reception accorded 
him. A solid hit. 7 

Without trushing off the merits 
of other acts, there’s no doubt the 
fans came to hear the Andrews Sis 
and went home well satisfied t ey 
had received high dividends. 

Myro. 


| liner of the blades bits. 


| Miss Lynne, a good-looking bru- 
inet, hits the jackpot with acro and 
figure routines. (And figure applies 
doubly.) From her turn on the 
| show slips into vaude gear, start- 
,ing with Tommy Trent’s more or 
| less standard puppet act. 

| Trent’s turn knows no -laugh 
| boundaries; it’s as giggle-signifi- 
|cant for grownups as for kids and 
|it seems sharper than it ever was. 
He still finishes with the colored 
|puppet jive dance bit, which now 
seems a weaker exit than hereto- 
fore in view of the impact of the 
meat of the act. Buster Shaver, 
Olive, George & Richard follow. 
Theirs also is a standard turn 
which slips smoothly into the plan 
'of the show. Olive opens, singing 
“You’ve Got That Thing” with her 


into the ballroom bit with the full- 
sized Shaver. 


Haymes closes. Smartly turned 
out in dinner jacket and occupy- 
‘ing the Roxy’s huge stage all alone, 
he scores solidly with the way he 
handles himself, his lines and the 
tunes selected. At first glance 
after he finishes, his lineup of 
“Great Day,” “More I See You,” 
“Might As Well Be Spring” and 


two diminutive partners and then | 


theme and sometimes seemingly 
irrelevant. It has some impressive 
moments, or at least 
ones, and some merely ponderous 
others. Altogether, it isn’t up to 
or or the Music Hall stand- 
ard. 

After Richard Leibert’s between- 


interesting | 


| 


shows organ piece and..the sym- | 


phony orchestra “overture,” Robert 
Hayden does a town crier bit to 
intro a musical number dedicated 


Biz fair. Burm. 











British Talent | 


Continued from’ page 2 





tion, referred to some “awful” 
American films she had seen, and 
added: “if we are to have these 
awful things, let us at least have 
British.” 

Meeting passed a resolution re- 


to the borough of Richmond. This | cording its “emphatic protest” at 


‘has a Staten Island ferry setting, | being left out of the Films Council, — 


with films of upper New York har- 


Wilson’s committee and the indus- 


“bor ingeniously projected on the |try’s own Joint Production Coun- 


backdrop. Andy Arcari 


does a cil, and is to have a recall meeting 


pleasant accordion number, as ex-|in a month at which the president 
tras stand around as ferry commu-| of the Board of Trade will be in- 


|ters. But the scene never comes to 
'a point and merely fades off incon- 
clusively. 


The Bronx, has the glee club cos- 
tumed as N. Y. Yankees and sing- 
ing a medley of baseball songs, 
with special lyrics, by Albert Still- 
man. Winn Mayo, Charles Tyrrell 
and Willis Jones portray umpires 
and there’s a hint of “situation,” 
but again the scene ends without 

unch. This is followed by an even 
ess pertinent scene as the Rock- 
ettes do one of their familiar preci- 
sion routines in honor of the bor- 


The second scene, dedicated to | 


“Ol’ Man Fiver” seems as though | 

it could be improved upon. Three ough of Queens. ; 

are standards, however, and, As the Brooklyn portion of the 
“More” is something that clicked show there are two good acts, with 
for him; in addition he does it well. only the announced Coney Island 


He really hits in high gear with 
“River.” Here Haymes demon- 
strates the unusual range, power 
and contro! of his voice and it gets 
him off to a huge salvo. Wood. 


Apolie, N. Y. 

Roy Eldridge Orch (15), Sonny 
Thompson Orch (6), Josh White, 
Jay-Smythe. Merrie Delaney, Spi- 
der Bruce & Co.; “Miracle in Har- 
lem” (SG), reviewed in current 
issue Of VARIETY. 





There might be some occasions 
at Harlem's Apollo theatre when 


during band sessions might get 


apparently, hasn’t been apprised 
that there’s a trend toward sweet 
music. There are many customers 
that would like to hear some re- 


Maybe the Apollo should give at- 
tention to this type payee. 

With the current bill it projects 
a lineup that’s not too different 
from those that have been playing 
house for many weeks. Each has 
come armed with a batch of origi- 


tense concentration in order to be 
followed intelligently. It’s gotten 
to be a continual sameness. 

The bands on tap this week are 
Roy Eldridge and Sonny Thomp- 
son. 
;most picturesque trumpets in the 
| business. He can hit notes that 
should be taken by clarinet and 
his virtuosity is excitable. The rest 
of the crew with an instrumenta- 
tion of five sax, six brass and three 
‘rhythm, are accomplished musi- 
cians, but the arrangements cen- 
tering around Eldridge’s trumpet 
doesn’t give them too much of an 
‘opportunity to hit the mob. 
Thompson, backed by a quintet, 
|plays a laudable piano that offers 





‘some excitement with his “Long | 


/Gone,” which clicks nicely. Com- 
‘ing at end of a long show he 
i doesn’t get too much time to give 
out. 


Josh White. one of the better 


the inclusion of a bit of melody | 


some attention. This sepia vauder. | 


laxing music just once in a while. 


nals or pieces which require in- | 


Eldridge plays one of the. 


locale as a tiein with Kings coun: 
The Idalys (New Acts) do a notable 
‘and somewhat unnerving aerialist 
‘turn atop a high steel mast, and 
Bunin & Ce., a man and gal, pre- 
sent their familiar’ and amusing 
puppet act. For the Manhattan por- 
tion of the show, the staging is the 
most impressive element. The set- 
ting is the skating rink in Rocke- 
‘feller Plaza, with the RCA and 
‘other adjacent buildings as back- 
‘ground. The symphony orchestra is 
onstage as the ballet does a drill 
routine, followed by a good tap 
number by Estelle Sloan ‘(New 
Acts) and the finale by the entire 
company. Hobe. 





Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Aug. 7. 
| Dick Foran, 3 Craddocks, Jack 
‘DeLeon, The Martingales, Norma 
Krieger, Les Rhode House Orch; 
“Silver River” (WB). 





House bookers have come up 
with a strong marquee lure this 
week in filmster Dick Foran, plus 
a layout that builds a_ pleasing 
sesh, with the Craddocks, acro- 
‘comedy trio walking off with top 
laurels. 

Foran projects an easy, amiable 
style that wins stubholders and 
garners warm reception via a good 
songstering of well balanced blend 
of pop and musicomedy tunes. 


_ Zany rottine of the Craddocks, 
French team, is sock all the way. 
Build hilarious reaction with their 
balancing nd acroantics, the slap- 
'stick comedics intelligently woven 
into routine to keep yocks coming 
steadily. 

In the emcee spot, Jack DeLeon 
warms them up in slick fashion 
and in own slot does his carbons 
on filmstars with authority. Patter, 
though, could stand strengthening. 
However, on overall gets solid re- 
turns. 

Norma Krieger contribs stand- 
ard magico in easy, competent 
style. Teeoff slot has the Martin- 
gales, adagio duo, who build slow- 
ly, but wind for reaction with final 
routine. Les Rhode house orch pro- 


ballad singers, offers one # the vide solid backgrounding. Lary. 


' 


| 


; 


| 





vited to attend. 

Actors have already put their 
case to an influential group of’ 
Members of Parliament, and are 
hoping they will initiate a meeting 
with Wilson, who has so far re-. 
ea to discuss the matter with 

em. 





Equity Eyes Imports 
Admitting that any unnecessary 
restriction is alien to the whole 
tradition of the profession, British 
Actors Equity Assn. is nevertheless 
keeping a close watch on the im- 


portation of foreign artists, particu- 


larly those engaged in vaudeville. 

In a lett_r to members, Gordon 
Sandison, secretary of Equity, sug- 
gests the present quota (25% out 


of town and 32314% in London) is~ 
hardly working against British per-. 


formers. Everyone wants to see the 
top ranking acts and sl ws, he 
says, but both in productions and. 
variety a close watch must be kept. 

Sandison draws attention to the, 
fact that applications for a labor 
permit must guarantee that no 
British subject (or foreigner long 
resident here) will be displaced 
or excluded, but points out that 
the “unfortunate plight” of the liv- 
ing theatre in America, where 
more than 80% of American 


Equity members are unemployed, 
While unemployment in the the- 

atre doesn’t present a serious prob- 

|lem at the moment, any change in 

the situation would undoubtedly 

— to strong action by Equity 
re. 





Warner, Jr. Spot 


——a= Continued from page 2 


was recently closed and the exact 
extent of its anticipated revived 
productional program will be de- 
cided by the elder Warner. 

Meanwhile, it was reported last 
week that Warners would back a 
string of medium-budgeters to be 
produced at Teddington by Arthur 
S. Abeles, Jr., recently instalied 
as WB’s managing director in 
Britain replacing the late Max 
Milder. As envisioned by Abeles, 
his projected pix would be grooved 
strictly for the British market and 
not necessarily would be aimed for 
the U. S. 

For the past year, Jack M. 
Warner has been studying produc- 
tion, distribution and exhibition in 
the U. S. and during his stay 





,abroad he'll survey the same 
| phases of the industry insofar as 


they're linked with the foreign 
market. His trip will also be in the 
nature of a belated honeymoon 
with his bride of last May, the 
former Branrara Anne Richman of 
New Haven. 
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ythe-Gaynor ‘Ear’ Click a Feather 


‘| Russell Ford to Stage 


For Pitt Playhouse; Com. Biz Good jis" "203" Sze 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. 

Local Playhouse is basking in 
the click of Charles Gaynor’s Coast 
revue, “Lend An Ear,” which will 
be presented on Broadway this sea- 
son by William Katzell. For it was 
at the community theatre here that 
four Gaynor musicals, from which 
the present show has been com- 
piled, were first presented. This 
stemmed from friendship of the 
author-composer and Fred Bur- 
leigh, Playhouse director, who 
were classmates at Dartmouth. 

Fact is that the Gaynor talents 
have been kicking around for years 
before William Eythe decided to 
give him : Coast showing. Eythe, 
then a student at the Carnegie 
Tech drama school, was in a Gay- 
nor show ;t the Playhouse before 
clicking on Broadway and in fiims. 
That same summer, Burleigh gave 
Gaynor a production at Cohassct, 
Mass., and there was talk at that 
time that the Shuberts might do 
the revue in New York, but nothing 
ever came of it. Last season Bur- 
leigh did still another of Gaynor’s 
intimate revues at Cohasset. At 
that time it was supposed to make 
a tour of the strawhat circuit but 
that, too, fell through. 


First of Gaynor’s musicals at the 
Playhouse, more a decade 
ago, had as its dance director and 
leading dancer Gene Keliiy, who 


jcilled for August, has been cah- matic workshop of the Henry 
| celled. Street Settlement, N. Y. He’s due 
At Guilford they’re unfolding Sept. 1 and the season will open 
the Reginald Denham-Mary Orr Sept. 27. 
“Twice Born” this week as their 
first premiere. Last week found to continue the Georgia players as 
|John Loder a healthy draw in a a permanent repertory group and 
good production of “O Mistress yitimately operate on a touring 
|Mine.” An early season presenta- basis is off, at least for this sea- 
tion of “A. ything Goes” pulled SO son He was director last season of 
substantially at the bo. that the macon (Ga. little theatre, hav- 
‘they're tackling a second musical, ‘ing been engaged through the 


\“Girl Crazy,” for late season. | — : 
|Others on the agenda are Jeffrey American National Theatre & 


‘Lynn in “John Loves Mary” (Aug. | Academy. 
Bucks’ Actors Fund Contribs 


116) and “Voice of Turtle” (Aug. 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 10. 








es 





Henry St. Productions 
Russell Ford, director of the | 
Georgia players, currently playing 


That means Ford's tentative plan | 


Eight Strawhats in Fold So Far But 





-¢ Strawhat grosses for the frst 
half of the season have been spot- 
ty. Business at the key stands has 


Levant Set for 10 Coast | ty. Business at the key stands 
od spots and hideaway locations, how- 
Concert Dates in January ever, the takings have ranged from 
_ Schang, veepee of Co-) fair to terrible. 
rumble Artists Met. has just re-| Eight strawhats have folded (in- 
turned to N. Y. after arranging a | cluding one that announced plans 
Coast series in January, '49, for for the season but failed to open). 
Oscar Levant. Deal calls for 10 They are the Ringside theatre, Sea 
concerts. Levant, who will be Girt, N. J.; Williamsport (Pa.) sum- 
making a film for Warners until mer theatre; Sail Loft theatre, 
January, is on the Kraft radio | Germantown, N. Y.; Repertory Pro- 
ishow, so that only two nights a) ductions, Newport Harbor, Cal; 
|week were available for concert Westchester Woman’s Club Play- 
‘dates. Schedule was made ac-| house, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; Hartman 
‘cordingly, with two dates a week theatre, Columbus, 0.; County 
in adjacent cities. | Playhouse, Suffern, N. Y., which 
| Levant, who played once at the never lighted, and Contemporary 
| Hollywood Bowl this summer, to | theatre, Trenton, N. J. ‘ 
be third highest draw there (be-_ On the other hand, grosses 
hind Lily Pons and Paul Robeson), | have been ahead of the profitable 
‘has one more alfresco date there figures for 1947 at such stand- 
| this season. |bys as the Berkshire Play- 
Schang, while on the Coast, also | house, Stockbridge, Mass: Bucks 
signed up pianist Soulima Stravin-_ County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa.; 
| sky, son of the noted composer, for Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass.; 
‘his company. | Country playhouse, Westport, 
Conn.; North Shore Playhouse, 
| Marbiehead, Mass.; Lakewood thea- 


‘Philly Dell Musicians theatre, Abingdon, Va iad 
| Vote to Forego $27,600 | 








Early Brutality 
For the spots that were operat- 
ing that early, the week of June 21 


~ Bizat Key Stands Okay This Season 


| productions this winter at the dra-. 





was then running a dancing school 
here. His experience in that led 
him to try his luck on Broadway, 
—— later led to his Hollywood 


any summer theatre. 





Gerdon Checks Out of Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. 


30). 

Although the annual Actors Fund | e 

of America drive in summer the-! 

atres is skedded for week of Aug. 

the theatre’s operator, figuring a 

sure-fire week with Kitty Carlisle 

first or second in the drive, with real strawhat circuit is being oper- 

annual collections reaching nearly, lated by Frankiin Tresk, with six 

largest sum ever taken for fund by ie ently touring two of his own | 
| package shows around his chain. | 


16 this year, Bucks County Play- 
house, New Hope, Pa., jumped gun 
last week, with Theron Bamberger, In M Conn. 
ass., 
in “O Misttess Mine” would hypo 
the take. Plymouth, Mass., Aug. 10. 
The Playhouse has always been | What's believed to be the first 
but never quite, $1,000. This year’s : 
contribution reached $1,175, best theatres in Massachusetts . and 
in theatre's history, and said to be | another in Connecticut. Producer 
|He regularly employs 115 actors, | Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 
'directors, scene designers, mana-| Two-thirds of the musicians of 
gers, technicians, ete., all centered the Robin Hood Dell Orchestra 


. b 1. Broadcasts (and, i 
To Aid F uture Season pretend ‘ones svaialie. Bon 


|casts) of the Republican national 
|convention were figured to have 
| kept many patrons at home. The 





While serving in London as a 
captain in Si Corps in World 
War Ul, Gaynor became acquainted 
with Hermione Gingold, star of the 
English revue, “Sweet and Low,” 
and she put several of his musical 
sketches in her show, and intended 
to use more of them when and if 
the Theatre Guild decided to pro- 
duce the Gingold entertainment on 
Broadway. Now with Gaynor’s own 
“Lend An Ear” slated for New 
York, however, it’s likely that some 
of the material he gave to Miss 
Gingold in London will be utilized 
in the Katzell-Eythe production. 
On Two Coasts 


“Lend An Ear” will be running 
simultaneously on both Coasts, 
since th? original Hollywood ver- 
sion is to continue with replace- 
ments for those who are going east 
te do the Broadway edition. One 
of them will be Al Checco, another 
graduate of the Tech drama school, 
who also 


show at the Playhouse. Checco 
likewise did the Gaynor musical at 
Cohasset a summer ago. Last sea- 
sen he was an assistant stage man- 
ager in N. Y. for Thomas Mitchell's 
“An Inspector Calls” and was stage 
— when the show went on 
our. 


Eythe, who has been starring in 
“Lend An Ear” in Hollywood, as 
well as producing it, will head the 
cast on Broadway. Pittsburgh setup 
extends to Robert Finkel. also a 
Tech drama graduate and an old 
friend of Gaynor and Eythe, who 
has been a theatre manager on the 
Coast for the past year and has a 
chunk of ‘the show, which is said 
to be netting around $2,000 weekly 
at little Las Palmas theatre. Finkel 
is the son of Bill Finkel, veteran 
indie circuit owner here. 


It was the Playhouse, teo, that 
made Gaynor’s present break pos- 
sible. He had been committed to 
do another 1 revue for the 
community theatre this spring 
when the offer from Evthe came 

Latter wanted Gaynor on 
hand for rehearsals, which would 
have con‘licted with the Pittsburgh 

iction, so the Playhouse and 
leigh let Gaynor out of the deai 
and substituted “Girl From Wyo- 
— instead for its annual mu- 
cal. 


Stiefet, Harmen Doing Okay 


New Haven, Aug. 10. 
Two adajacent eeravelinte here- 





neigh- 

bor, Lew Harmon's Chapel Pla 
in Guilford. . 
Ivoryton season has been a suc- 
cession of b.o. clicks, with excep- 
tion of the Jackie Cooper version 
of “John Loves Mary,” which fell 
below expectations. Last week's 
“The re .” with 
critical re- 

biz 


Stiefel will extend “his season 
into September, with an added 
week of 


Robert H. Gordon, book director | + hi; 16-building plant here. 


for summer opera company here - . 
this season, left right after close | His active houses now a 
of nine-week season Saturday night |the Priscilla Beach theatre here; 
(7), to begin preparations for |Wareham Summer Theatre, Woods 
Arthur Lesser show,. “Fifth Ave-|Hole Summer Theatre, ‘Manomet 
nue,” which Gordon will direct.|Summer Theatre (non - Equity), 
Musical is to star Willie Howard, Rice Playhouse on Martha’s Vine- 
Nancy Walker and Jane Froman. yard, Bass _ theatre at =. 
Gordon staged all of the alfresco |cester, all in Massachusetts, 
shows locally except “Rosalinda.” the Stamford Summer Theatre, 
His last Broadway chore was on |Connecticut. With $7,000 in bonds 
the Beatrice Lillie- Jack Haley re-| posted with Actors Equity, he’s 
vue, “Inside U.S.A.,” and before (figured the most prolific operator 
that he did “Call Me Mister.” in the strawhat field. 
Trask’s two package shows are 
Saratoga’s ‘Duet’ Preem “Berkeley Square,” starring Freddy 
Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 10. |Bartholomew, and “Laura,” 
Dan Morley is coming from New starring Diana Barrymore and film 
York to direct the tryout of “Duet actor Robert Wilcox. Both are tour- 
For One,” by Hollywood writers |ing the circuit, the Bartholomew 
Eve Greene and Richard Blake, at troupe to play six weeks and the 
the Spa Summer Theatre in Sara- Barrymore-Wilcox unit likely to be 








voted to forget all about the $27,- other tough break that week was 
600 owed them for balance of | the twice-postponed Louis-Walcott 
‘season dve to the sudden cancel- | heavyweight championship, which 
‘lation of the Dell’s 1948 season. | kept fight fans from the theatre 
They took the action at a two-three different nights. 

Unusually rainy weather the 


“hour meeting at headquarters of | 
Local 77, American Federation of | early part of the summer was fig- 
| Musicians. Frank Liuzzi, president | ured to have hurt business consid- 
of the local, said afterward that erably, particularly at amphithea- 
‘those members of the orchestra | es presenting operetta. However, 


‘not present were being contacted | better weather recently has offset 
‘to obtain their waivers on salary | that to some extent. 
 claiieni As had been anticipated, the 
. ot touring “package” shows have been 
Forbearance of the musicians |4 factor in the favorable attend- 
virtually guarantees the Dell a ance at the established stands. 
chance to reopen under new Man- That has been especially true of 
|agemen: next season. Each of the cuch name combos as Gene Tierney 
|90 musicians held an individual and John Wayne in “Voice of the 
contract with the Robin Hood Dell | Turtle.” As always, comedies and 
corporation, but had been paid particularily romantic comedies, are 
‘only for the four weeks the out- | the most popular type of play. And 


toga Springs, week of Aug. 17.) 
John Huntington, abandoning his | 
guest policy for this play about 
marital conflict, has cast William 
Mendrek, the strawhat’s director, 
and Ruth Homond in the leading 
roles. Clyde Waddell and 
Richards, also of the resident com- 
pany, will be featured. 


This is the second premiere | 
scheduled for the Spa Theatre, the 





revue, “Without Rhyme or Rea-. 
son,” the opening week. Hunting- 
ton has a third tryout slated, “Miss 
Dilly Says No,” a comedy by Theo- 
dore Pratt and William Mendrek, 
with Peggy Wood and Otto Kru-' 
ger starred. Saratoga presentation | 
_ preliminary to a Broadway show- | 
ng. 


Denison Winds Up Season 


Granville, O., Aug. 10. | 

Denison Univ. Summer Theatre | 
wound up its second season with a 
gross of $9,600 for its seven-week 
run, as compared with 1947's $6.,- 
$00 in six weeks. Cast played to 
8,800 paid admissions as against 
5,500 in 1947. Besides a balance 
of $2.500 in the treasury, the group 

in equipment, including 
a tent used this season. Of the 
net prefit of $1,600, one-half was 
retained in the treasury and the 
remainder divided among the play- 
ers and members of the staff. 

As the season ended, Denison of- 
ficials announced eight members of 
the cast have been pacted for next 
year. Seven of these have found 
employment for 30 weeks in vari- 
= professional theatrical adven- 
ures. 








Texas Co-op Clicking 
Waco, Tex., Aug. 10. 

The Southwest Summer Theatre 
is rounding out its fourth success- 
ful summer here. Theatre is the 
result of the pioneering of Paul 
Baker, and is a unique setup. It’s 
a cooperative affair, where the 
stagehands have as much voice as 
the director. It has a $50,000 build- 
ing with the most elastic stage ar- 
rangements in the southwest. It 
makes use of local children, house- 


hundreds when it needs them. 
has at present 33 mem- 

bers. all put $35, and re- 

ceive no salary. At end of the 








wives and the biz men by the head 


= ; door concerts were given. 

out eight weeks, including the, : f 
opening week of Trask’s fall and) Fredric R. Mann, president of 
winter stock stand, at Brattle Hall, | the Seaboard Container Corp. and 
Cambridge, Mass. -|mewly exected president of the 
Even when nominally on tour, ' Dell, attended the meeting along 
most of Trask’s companies actually With his counsel, former City 
live at the headquarters here in Solicitor Joseph Sharfsin. Al- 
Plymouth, commuting by bus to though Mann is serving without 
their respective theatres and re- salary, a paid assistant will be re- 
turning after the performance. tained iater on. The 1948 con- 


at Wareham, Woods Hole and _ peulos hasn't been renewed, the 
Manomet. Treoupes playing Mar- Dell president said. 
tha’s Vineyard usually spend the 


k the island. It ld be. 
economically feasible to return by Three Tryouts to Launch 


chartered boat (the regular ferry : ¢] rt N. Haven, Sked 


service doesn't run that late at) 
New Haven, Aug. 10. 


night), but it’s frequently a wet. 
passage, hence not practical on a. e 
nightly basis. Gloucester and Stam-| The Shuberts bring legit back 
ford are beyond commuting dis- to the local entertainment picture 
tance. Aug. 26 — ra George oe 
Wholesale Rehearsal | production e musical revue 
Besides living here most of the “Small Wonder” has its premiere 
time, the various troupes also re- as the new season’s opener for a 
hearse on the Priscilla Beach thea-| three-day (26-28) stand. 
tre stage or in one of the other, House tees off with three break- 
buildings. Frequently there are ins in a 1ow, others being “Grand- 
three or four different plays in ma’s Diary,” set for Sept. 2-4, and 
simultaneous rehearsal, each with the Cheryl Crawford “Love Life,” 
its age rr a differ- | —.. aye greens and Nanette 
ent oO e community. |Fabray, due 9-11. Other 
To handle the details of all this preems pencilled for unfurling here 
production, booking, theatre man-| are the Kaufman-Ferber “Bravo” 
—-, A per py pe ak ‘Trask and yo ey tortor British 
a staff o stants, house import “Edward, n.” 
managers, etc. He plans to add two In addition to legit, the Shubert 
more theatres to his string next will continue its policy of past 
summer, giving his a nine-house several seasons, with Sunday 





He figures on having nine different when legit bookings lag. Ben 
package shows to span the summer. Segal, house manager here, has 

Trask’s season at Brattle Hall, recently been made Managing di- 
Cambridge, is slated to open Sept. rector of Anthony B. Farrell's 
6 or 13. It will be his fifth season Warner theatre in New York. He 
of stock at the spot. As usual, he wiji bicycle between the two 
expects to have 2,000 season sub- houses. 
sceribers. 








' : ‘Women’ $5,500 in Stockbridge 
O’Neill, Mass. Squire Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 10. 
Boston, Aug. 10. The Berkshire Playhouse here 


pi ‘grossed an estimated $5,500 last 
Eugene O'Neill, longtime resi- 8° 
dent of the Coast, is set to become Wes fe Synoname presentation 


h were 
a permanent resident of Marble- | eight performances, at a eale from 


Se: : a a | to $1.20, and a capacity of 


avenue, Marblehead Neck, this producer William repo 
summer, and extensive alterations business running spanae of last — 





year the profits are divided. 


CP resin 


are currently under way to winter- son, though several shows 
ize the house. i been done without guest —— 


circuit for the nine-week season. yaude and band names, plus pix 


| because of the limited capacity and 
| backstage facilities of most straw- 
‘hats, one set shows are at a pre- 
| mium. 

This season, as formerly, most of 
_the top plays appear to be Broad- 
_ Way successes of recent years. 
_ However, as before, there has been 
a liberal sprinkling of such oldies 
as “The Second Man,” “The Ghost 


first being the intimate musical ‘That is the setup for engagements tract with conductor Dmitri Mitro- Train,” “Seven Keys to Baldpate,” 


/“June Moon,” “Captain Apple- 
jack,” “Ten Nights in a Barroom,” 
“Late Christopher Bean,” “Last of 
Mrs. Cheyney,” “Rain.” “Silver 
Cord,” “20th Century,” “Dracula,” 
| "Hay ay “Springtime for 
Henry,” “Torchbearers” and “ 
'O” My Heart.” sia 
There appear to have been more 
_ tryouts so far this season than nor- 
‘mally and, from reports, indica- 
| tions of growing audience interest 
in new plays rather than revivals. 


Weaver, Hellmer Finish 
‘Causes,’ Political Satire 
_ “Thes2 Trifling Causes,” pol- 
itical satire by Betty Jo Weaver 
and Kurt Hellmer, is making pro- 
ducers’ rounds. Helimer, for the 
last nine years one of the editors 
of Aufbau, German - language 
weekly, in New York, was one- 
time legit director and producer 
in Germany and Austria. He 
adapted several American plays 
stage 








for the German 

Miss Weaver's first play, “All 
For Hecuba,” written in collabora- 
tion with Elwyn Dearborn, ‘was 
done last year at Peak’s Island, ~ 
Me. She's a legit publicist. 


Nederlander to Mpls. 


Toledo, Aug. 10. 

James Nederlander, manager ef 
Town Hall, 1,100-seat legit house 
which also showed films when 
plays weren’t booked, has been 
/Ramed manager of the Lyceum, 
2,000-seat house in Minneapolis, 
which has been leased by a De- 
troit company headed by David 
Nederlander, his father, 

Town Hall will again offer 
legitimate plays this season, with 





ve “Born Yesterday” and “Command 





Decision” each booked for a week. 
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That Ole Boxoffce Draw Is Reason PRQF[T MARGIN Suar! on ‘Shoes’ Royalties Now 
Given for Roberts Tix Mixup 


- 





Inability of actors in other 
Broadway shows to get tickets to | 
a recent benefit performance of | 
“Mister Roberts” wasn’t the fault | 
of the management, but mainly | 
because the demand greatly ex- | 
ceeded the limited supply. That’s | 
the contention of the Leland Hay- 
ward office, the producer, in an- 
wering complaints voiced at the 
lest meeting of the Chorus Equity 
executive committee. Not a single 
seat was sold through a broker. 

According to the management, 
members of the “Roberts” cast, 
with the exception of Henry 
Fonda, were permitted to buy 
eight tickets apiece. Fonda bought 
20. Most of these went to Equity 
members. In addition, members of 
the “Finian’s Raimbow” and “An- 
nie Get Your Gun” companies 
were allowed to buy two seats | 
apiece, as those two shows had | 
matinees the afternoon of the | 
“Roberts” dress rehearsal, to which | 





casts of the other Broadway-shows 
were invited. 

That accounted for 360 orch- | 
estra seats, imeluding the 20) 
normally held by Hayward and 10 | 
by his general manager, Herman 
Berstein. Those 360 seats com | 
— alternate rows, and thus | 

uded more than half the) 
ehoice locations downstairs. The | 
erchestra capacity is 712. The bal- | 
ance of the tickets, including prac- | 
tieally ali the baicony and lower- 
price locations, were turned over 
to the Actors Fund for distribu- 
tion. The only seats sold at the 
Alvin boxoffice were a few singles 
returmed to the theatre by the 
Actors Fund the week prior to the 
performance. 

Most of the Actors Fund tickets 
go to a regular subscriber list, | 
and tickets for any benefit per- | 
formance aren't offered for sale | 
wntil the sale for the previous 
Fund benefit show is completed. 
While many of the regular sub- 
seribers of Fund benefit tickets 
are actors, a substantial number 
are in oiber branches of the thea- 
tre, and others are outside the 
Profession altogether. 

Im the ease of “Roberts,” how- 
ever, it figured that no system of 
distribution could supply the ac- 
ter demand for tickets from the 
1,360 capacity of the Alvin. 


PARIS REPRISE LIKELY 
ON MENOTTPS ‘MEDIUM 


Giam-Carle Menotti’s “The Medi- 
um” and “The Telephone,” which 
had a brief run im Paris this sum- 
mer, May reopen there again in 
October, according te the com- 
Poser. Menotti is now im Holly- 
wood, and will know by the end 
ef the week whether. the film he 
Seripted, “Happy Ending,” will go 
into production immediately at 
If not, he’s returning to 


i ” may also be done 








Follies’ Revival Now Off, 
At Least Until Spring 


The —— have virtually 

s for producing 

another edition of “The Ziegfeld 
at least before next 


| hurting 


‘raves and has 
| stamdee houses sinee it opened last 


v 


It’s an Il} Wind 


Despite the recent Treas- 
ury Department okay of lim- 
ited partnership agreements 
easing the financing situation 
for a number of Broadway pro- 
ducers, it’s already proving an 
embarrassment for others. In 
the case of the former, they 
have obtained backing from 
various individuals who were 
holding off until the tax situa- 
tion was clarified. 

However, other manage- 
ments with shaky rating in the 
theatre and unimpressive pro- 
duetion plans, can no _ longer 
blame the Government for 
their mability to raise financ- 
ing. As a result, it’s expected 
that a number of the an- 
nouneed future productions 
will be quietly dropped. 


Roberts Dresses 
Up Its Lines Some 








In response to “courteous sugges- | 
i from police, some of the | 


tion”’ 
vigorous lines have been censored 
in “Mister Roberts,” at the Alvin 


theatre, N. Y. Aetion took place | 


several weeks ago, but was kept 


| quiet at police request and because 


the management wanted to avoid 
the reputation of the 
Thomas Heggen-Joshua Logan play, 
which drew umanimous critical 
been playing to 


February. 

Deletions included one particu- 
larly vivid line which was in the 
original script and appears in the 
|published edition of the play, but 
| whieh had been eliminated during 
‘the initial tryout engagement in 
New Haven. The star, 


| imserted it occasionally on his own, 
\when he spotted personal friends 
|im the audience, usually if from 
| Hollywood. Also censored were 
| various words of profanity. 

The censorship, suggested by 
James J. Sheehy, fourth deputy 
police commissioner, after officials 
had received several letters of 
complaint, was voluntarily carried 
out by the producer, Leland Hay- 
ward. The Dramatists Guild wasn’t 





|ietemet ef the changes, but) 


doesn’t plan any action wmless 
‘either of the co-authors protests. 
Hayward and his general man- 
\ager, Herman Bernstein, explained 
that they hoped to keep the inei- 
sible repercussions in 
show is to open Aug. 23, and Chi- 
eago, where it goes two weeks 
later. The case is the first instance 
ef censorship by police im some 


Henry | 
| Fonda, who had the line, has since | 


dent quiet im order to avoid pos-— 
Detroit, | 
where a second company of the. 


KEEPS THINNING 


By HOBE MORRISON 


Although the recent Treasury 
Department tax ruling supplied a 
needed boost for the theatre, fu- 
'ture prospects for preduction ap- 
pear increasingly grim. With costs 
|of production and operation at an | 
| all-time high and still rising at an 
| accelerating rate, the margin be- | 
| tween revenue and expense is be- 
_ coming prohibitively slim. | 
| The worst aspect of the situa- 
‘tion is that ne one seems able to 
suggest a cure. Legit is hog-tied 
in the middle of the general infla- 
| tionary spiral and the imahility te | 
raise prices or otherwise increase 
| revenue. There is an apparent tap- | 
ering-off of the upsurge of the years 
during and immediately after the 
war. 
There have been several recent 
examples of the narrowing profit 
margin of theatrical production | 
and operation. For imstance, al-_ 
though “Allegro” ram for about 10 | 
months at the Majestic, N. Y.,| 
mostly at virtual capacity, it earned | 
back only about three-quarters of 
its $250,000 production cost, and 
will have to pull huge grosses to 
make a profit when it goes on the | 
road this fall. 


Similarly, “Annie Get Your) 
Gun” played to solid capacity 18 | 
months at the Imperial, N. Y., and | 
was in the blaek only seven months | 
of that time. As a eurrent case, | 
“Inside U. S. A.,” at the Century, | 
N. Y., involved a production out- | 
lay of $235,000, has am operating 
eost of $31,000 and earns hack 
only around $5,500 a week on a 
gross of $40,000. | 

Under such conditioms, backers 
must risk large amounts to stand 
any chanee of making a sizable 
profit. But it takes longer and 
lenger to regain the initial imvest- | 
ment, even on a hit shew, and at | 
the same time the odds against a 
hit are becoming correspondingly 


steeper. 

Where it cost George Abbott 
about $6,000 to ring up the open- 
_ing-might curtam on the ome-set 
| “Room Service” in the spring of 
1937. Osear Serlin had te spend 
|around $25,000 to produce ‘Life 
| With Father” only twe years later. 
Alfred de Liagre put on the orig- 
| imal production of “Voice of the 
Turtle’ for $18,000, but had to) 
spend $23,000 on the second com- 
| pany only a fe wmonths later, and 
| then $25,000 for the third company. | 
It’s mow considered practically | 
‘impessible to do a_ single-set. | 
production for less than $60,000. 
Similarly, where the average musi- 
‘cal was budgeted for around $4@.- | 
000-$50,000 before the war. few 
tune shews ean be done now for 
less tham $200,000. 

OY Debbil Operating Expense 

But even more serious than the 
skyrocketed production cost is the 
ating expense. For despite the | 
_ huge initial investment, reasonable | 
| Tunmning costs would permit shows | 
| to i i outlay 


| 
} 
| 


| 





tryout 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. 


years, the Commissioner of Li- | more quickly, would extend en- 
eenses office having figured in| gagements considerably an d 
mest such incidents in New York greatly increase profits for backers, 
im recent years. | producers and everyone else in- 
Although the language in “Rob- | volved in the production. 
erts” is admittedly tough, unanim-| Im general, operating costs have | 
ous opinion of the critics was that about doubled simee before the | 
the lines realistically reflect the war. As the cost of living has 
situation and characters of a war-| squeezed all the groups employed | 
ship crew after months of inaction | im the theatre, the various unions | 
at sea. The play, adapted by Heg- | have won wage coneessions, and 
gem and Logan from the former’s| the running expense ef shows has 
highly praised book of the same. soared. For imstanee, although the 
name, received rave reviews in its minimum pay for actors has risen, 
engagements in New Haven, | that’s a relatively minor factor | 
| alongside the salary imcreases won 
| by 
t 





featured leads amd established ' 


Teasdale Poem Is Setting 
For New Opera Collab 


Glens Falls, N. Y., Aug. I0. 

Stanley P. Trusselle, director of 
musie in Argyle (N. Y.) schools, 
and playwright Eugene Pillot are 
eollaberating on an _ operetta 
based om music Trusselle set to 
Sara Teasdale’s poem, “Pierrot,” 
for production this season. 

Pillet has cencentrated im recent 
years on plays for schools, and is 
author of several textbooks of 





| plays fer high school performance | 


supporting players. In most shows. 
there are few minimum scale peo-, 
ple but the budget for middle- 
braeket amd featured players has 
‘multiplied. 

_ One of the major expenses in the 
‘operation of a show, either musi- 
_cal or straight play, is the theatre 
 aaggeadlare mesa ougghy ws t “ 
img exception was “Arsenie an 
Old Lace,” for which Howard 
| Lindsay and Russel Crouse had the 
Fulton theatre, N.Y., om a flat rate 
ef $850 a week) the house gets a 
guarantee against a share ef the 


(Continued om page 51) 
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Spreadmg to British 


Production 





Brotherly Rib 


Byron McGrath, who en- 
tered the cast of “Command 
Decision.” at the Fulton the- 
atre, N.Y., last week, coinci- 
dentally with the general up- 
turm in business on Broadway, 
has been needling his brother 
Paul McGrath, whom he suc- 
ceeded im a leading part in the 


y. 

Each night, when he gets the 
gross figure for that perform- 
ance, he sends a wire: to his 
brother, commenting on how 
attendance has inereased since 
he entered the east. The elder 
McGrath is vacationing at 
Montauk, L. I. 


Guild List Grows 
To 31 Cities 


The Theatre Guild has added 
another city, New Orleans, to its 
subscription list, bringing te 31 
the total of communities where it 
sells season tickets for its produc- 
tions. Plays will be presented there 
at the Poche theatre, operated by 
Irwin F. Poche, who wil! also 
handle the local subscription cam- 
paign. 

Guild had already added Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Houston, San An- 
tonio, Austin, El Pase, Toronto, 
Wilmington and Richmond to its 
subscription list for this season. 
Attempt is being made to retain 
some of the Washington subscrib- 
ers by offering tickets for bookings 
in Baltimore. Unless the local 
situation is clarified, there will be 
no legit presentations in Washing- 
ton, as the National theatre there 
is reverting to a film policy rather 








| than abandon its racial segregation 


policy. 


‘Late’ John Murray, In 
Perfect Health, Offers 
Himself Condolences 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY 

When f first saw the story-head- 
ing, “Boretz A Busy Bway Lib- 
rettist,” im the July 28 issue of 
Variaty, I was pleasantly sur- 
prised and naturally interested in 
any news about my old friend and 
ex-eoliaborator. Se I read om... 
“Allen Boretz who, with the late 
John Murray authored “Reom Ser- 
vice” 10 years ago ...” and there 
I stopped. The blew was too sud- 
den, too unexpected. 

Il was profoundly shocked te 
learn, in this offhand manner, of 
the sudden passing way of John 
Murray, who happens to have 
been, by the oddest coincidence, 
myself. Over and over I read the 
item, refusimg to believe it, but 
there it was, the bitter truth star- 
ing me in the face — I was dead 
as a doornail. 

It is still a little difficult for 
me to acjust te the tragie fact 
that IT am ... gome; that I am, 
alas, no longer with us. Needless 
to say, I mourn my loss .. . par- 
ticularly since my state ef perfect 
health and excellent spirits left 
me so thoroughly umprepared for 
it. Ah well, one must adjust to 
realities ... 

Unfortumately, however, one of 
the realities is that I too am an 
extremely busy librettist at the 
moment and as a result the last 
rites wiil have to be conducted 
without the presence of my late 
lamented self. Realizing that this 
may be somewhat embarassing — 
_perhaps unnerving — to some of 
_my friends and fellow mourners, 
I would greatly appreciate it if 
you ram am item offering my re- 
‘grets and condelences and ex- 
plaining away my imability to at- 
tend my own funeral. 

Yours-in-sy mpathy, 
John Murray 











Hollywood, Aug. 10. 

Differences between the manage- 
ment and authors of “High Button 
Shoes” now involve not only royal- 
ties on the two American compan- 
ies but alse distribution of the re- 
turn on the English production. 
The issues have .been referred to 
the Dramatists Guild and may go 
to arbitration umless a settlement 
is worked out. 

Under the deal for the British 
edition, Jack Hylton, the London 
producer, paid a $10,000 advance te 
Monte Proser and Joseph Kipness, 
the original producers. There’s 
now a dispute over how this coin 
is to be shared with Jule Styne, 
composer; Sammy Cahn, lyrieist, 
and Stephen Lengstreet, author of 
the book. 

Terms for the English produe- 
tiom call for Hylton to pay 12% of 
the weekly gross, plus 25% of the 
profits after the original inmvest- 
ment has been regained. Half the 
$10,000 advance was against the 
12% weekly royalty and the bal- 
anmee against the 25% share of the 
net. In addition, of course, the 
Dramatists Guild minimum basic 
agreement calls for Styne, Cahn 
and Longstreet to get the same 
royalties from the British predue- 
tion that they do from the original 
at the Shubert, N. Y¥., and the 
second company at the Great 
Northern, Chi. 

Original Production Started It 

That’s where the original dispute 
comes im, however. For there's 
still contention ever what the roy- 
alties should be on the original 
production. It was first agreed that 
the authers were to get 244% each, 


they agreed verbally to the eut, and 
Styne and Cahn are reported will- 
ing to go along, but Longstreet is 
helding out for the originally stip- 
ulated pe 2 
Meanwhile, the management has 
been forwarding flat royalties of 
2% te the Guild, representing the 
authors, but the latter haven't ae- 
cepted it, so the money is being 
held in eserow pending settlement 
of the , the 


until the dispute is is ironed out. 
Pending decision on the manage- 
ment’s court appeal, the regular 
payments to Mary Hunter, whose 
eontract to direet the show was 
breached, are also being held in 
eserow. The arbitration award has 
heen affirmed by the N. Y. supreme 
court and the appellate division, 
and is now before the court ef 
appeals at Albany. The payments 
amount to 254% of the gross from 
the New York, Chicage and English 
companies (including the $10,000 
advamee from Hylten), but Miss 
Hunter must pay the legal cost of 
defending the award. : 


JERRY LESTER REVUE 
READIED ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Aug 10. 
Musical revue, “Raise the Reof,” 
co-starring Jerry Lester and Chili 
Williams, will be preduced om the 





Bebby Sherwoed’s orchestra 
will handle the musie. 


Robeson Dates Shunted 
Aside Due to Campaign 


Paul Rebeson has advised his 
concert managers, Columbia Art- 
ists Mgt., that he wants no dates 
booked before the presidential 
election, due to his imterest and 
active participation in the Henry 
Wallace campaign. Only excep- 
tiens are two dates set im Detroit, 
Oct. 22 and 23. 

Singer-actor is deing a Carrib- 





_beam tour after the election, with 
five dates in Jamaica, and others in 


Puerto Rico, Trimidad and Cuba. 
Im December he has two dates m 
Montreal and two in Toronto. 
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‘Glad It Happened While I'm Alive, Sez 
Rodgers of Record-Breaking Concert 





20,000 people, with 2,000 more 
turned away—filled Lewisohn Sta- 
dium, N. Y., Saturday (7) night for 
the season’s final concert—an all 
Rodgers-Hammerstein program. It 


- The season’s record turnout—+¢ 
| 


was the first time in the Stadium’s | 


31-year history that a full evening 
had been devoted to American mu- 
sical comedy and film music. It 
was also proof to the longhairs 
that Rodgers & Hammerstein be- 
long in the select grade of writers 
of folk genre music, right alongside 
of the Lehars, Strausses, Rombergs 
and Stolzes. 


The program had more perti-| 


nency and appeal than the previous 
evening’s Night in Vienna, more 
even than a Gershwin program. 
This was music more of the present 
—ypart and parcel of the modern- 
day fabric—and it registered amaz- 
ingly well. It was also a tribute to 
two of the best-liked personally, 
and best-rated professionally, tune- 
smiths on Broadway and a feather 
in legit’s cap. “All I want to say,” 


said Richard Rodgers, in a few, 


felicitous words at intermission- 
time, “is that I’m awfully glad this 
happened to me while I’m alive.” 

Program was a sort of concert 


"version of three R&H Broadway 


hits, and one of their films, in or- 
chestral and vocal selections from 
“Allegro,” ‘Carousel,’ 
ma!” and the film, “State Fair.” 
The clever orchestrations of Don 
Walker and Robert Russell Ben- 


nett, hardly sufficiently appreci- | 


ated on Broadway when onstage 


doings obscure the artistry in the | 


orchestra pit, brought out the mu- 
sic’s full quality as well as its right- 
ful place high in permanent music 
Americana. Especially when played 
by a superb orchestra like the N. Y. 
Philharmonic. 
Rodgers the Batoneer 

Gladys Swarthout, Annamary 
Dickey (from “Allegro”), Robert 
Weede and Thomas Hayward were 
the soloists; Radio City Music 
Hall’s Alexander Smallens guest- 
conducted, and the “Allegro” 
chorus of 40 assisted. Soloists did 
a sparkling job, although the fact 
that they sang from sheet-music in- 
stead of having memorized the mu- 
sic mitigated against its full effect. , 
Miss Swarthout showed lack of 
animation in “So Far” but did a_ 
beautiful job with “You'll Never) 
Walk Alone.” Weede did well with 


all his numbers, and a brilliant bit Spanish dancer, in his U. S. debut. | 


with the “Soliloquy” from “Carou- | 


sel.” Miss Dickey’s cool, limpid Opera as well as maitre de ballet 
Singing was an asset throughout, as | of the Etoile de l’Opera Comique 


was Hayward’s contributions. The 
chorus did yeoman work all eve- 
ning assisting singers, and had its 
own spot with an intriguing ren- 


dition of “One Foot, Other Foot” Sartre’s ‘Crime’ Okay In 


and “Clambake.” 
’ Rodyers conducted the finale 
number, when the entire ensemble 
joined in “Oklahoma!,” proving. 
that a baton is only another accom- 


plishment in his magical music | political melodrama, “Crime Pas- | 


knapsack. Bron. 





Current London Shows 


(Figir show weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 10. 

“A La Carte,” Savoy (8). 
“All My Sons,” Globe (8). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty’s (41). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (62). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (62). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (14). 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (18). 
“Caribbean Rhap,” Wales (i0). 
“Carissima,” Palace (22). 


“Crime Passionel,” Garrick (1). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (63). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (22). 
“Glaconda Smile,” New (10). 
“Glass Menagerie,” H’ market (2). 


“Happiest Days,” Apollo (20). 


“Linden Tree,” Duchess (52). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass, (18). 
“‘Man Must Die,” St. Mart. (1). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (58). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (67). 
“Paragon,” Fortune (14). 
“People Like Us,” Wynd, (5). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (28). 

“Sit Down,” Comedy (1). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp (40). 
“Travelers Joy,” Crit. (10). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (70), 
“Worms View,” Whitehall (67)4 
“Written For Lady,” Garrick (3). 


Molly Picon will headline the 
“Cavalcade of Stars” presented at 
Convention Hall Saratoga 

fad hewish community, Semin 

comm ‘ 
night (15). ee 





“Oklaho- | 


/a gala season at the Met, with 
several guest stars to augment the 


|Slavenska, already announced, 


| sionel,” from the Neighborhood to) 


/perb acting of Michael Gough, 
Joyce Redman and Basil Sydney. (Cents Plain,” a comedy by Don |! 4 Status quo in contracts for the 


Strawhats Into Short 


| Closeup of the strawhats operat- 
ing this year in the area north of 
N. Y. has been completed by Mar- 
'vin Flame Productions, with about 
\3,600 feet of 16m film shot during 
ithe last two months. The material 
thas been tagged “Young Man in a 
‘Strawhat” and will be packaged in 
a short. 

Activity in about 25 summer the- 
atres was photographed by Ed 
‘Hughes, an eastern cameraman, 
iunder the direction of Paul Ben- 
ard. Besides shots in and about 
strawhat theatres, stars appearing 
at summer theatres this season, 
'such as Gertrude Lawrence, Jackie 
Cooper, John Carradine, Mischa 
Auer and John Loder, were photo- 
graphed. 





Ballet Russe Drops To 
$3 Top For N. Y. Met Run, 


In New Low For House 


The Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
is setting a $3 top fer its three- 
week engagement at the N. Y. 
Metropolitan Opera House this fall, 
‘to mark the first time for so low 
a price since ballet started regu- 
larly at the Met in 1935. Scale will 
be 60c to $3, with prices including 
the federal tax. Engagement starts 
| Sept. 18. 

B.O. top at the Met in recent | 
seasons has been $4.80, with $6.60 
for opening nights. That applied 
'to engagements of Ballet Theatre, 
Ballet Russe and Original Ballet 
_ Russe. Ballet Russe’s current eco- 
/nomy move is dictated by the fact 
‘that the company has been danc- 


‘ing in recent seasons at N. Y.’s 


City Center at a $3 top, as well as 


;the feeling that its regular fans 


won't go for the usual Met $4.80 
rate. 

Company, celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this year has lined up | 


/regular company. In addition to 
,guests Alicia Markova, Anton 


Dolin, Leondei Massine and Mia 
company will present Jose Torres, | 


Torres is chief dancer at the Paris | 


of Paris. 





London West End Switch 


London, Aug. 190. 
Transfer of the Jean-Paul Sartre 





the Garrick last Wednesday (4) | 
was the lone bright spot in an) 
otherwise dull legit week here. | 
Particularly acclaimed was the su- 


Not quite so fortunate was the | 


-preem of “Sit Down a, Minute, | 


Adrien,” at the Comedy Thursday | 


Leisurely pro-| 


| Green 


Grand Ballet London Bow 


Singles Out 4 U.S. Dancers 


London, Aug. 3. 

Four U. S. dancers were singled 
‘out for special praise as the Mar- 
‘quis de Cuevas’ Grand Ballet de 
‘Monte Carlo opened its London 
‘season at Covent Garden last night 
(2). Dancers are Rosella High- 
‘tower, Marjorie Tallchief, Andre 
|Eglevsky and George Skibine. An- 
other American prominent with 
the company is William Dollar the 
| ballet master, formerly with Amer- 
ican Ballet Co. and Ballet Interna- 
tional. 

Season, which will run till Aug. 
'28, opened auspiciously. Sol Hurok, 
'U. S. impresario, attended the 
opening, lending credence to ru- 
mors that he may tie up with the 
Marquis to present the Grand Bal- 
let in the U. S. next season. 


AGMA Holds $3,500 Of 
Ballet Bond for Terpers 


As an aftermath to cancellation 
by Ballet Theatre of its fall tour- 
ing season, the American Guild of 
Musical Artists is holding part of 
BT’s bond with them, to cover 
sums still due the dancers. 
AGMA’s contract with BT is a 
year’s pact, in which dancer is 
guaranteed 36 weeks of work. Usu- 





ally it’s 21 weeks of performances | 


and 15 rehearsal weeks, the latter 
at half-pay. 

Current pact’s expiration date is 
Aug. 31. There are due one or two 
rehearsal weeks to 40 BT dancers, 
involving about $3,500. Some 
dancers worked 34 weeks, others 
35. AGMA returned part of BT’s 
original bond, and when individual 
contracts expire, AGMA will pay 
off the dancers from the balance. 


This, apparently is satisfactory to 


BT execs. 





Legit Bits 


John Garfield, leaving for the 
Coast Sunday (8) after filming 
shots on “Numbers Racket” in 
N. Y., stated he was coming back 
in the fall, either to do a new play 








(as yet undecided on), or the revi- | 


val of “Peer Gynt” in the Paul 
adaptation ..Don Hirst, 
whose last legit stint was at Bucks 


‘County Playhouse last year as Mer- 
cury in “Amphitryon 38,’” will do | 
The Fool in “Elizabeth the Queen” 


at Ridgefield (Conn.) Summer The- 


‘atre next week (15). He’s scripter 
‘on NBC-TV’s “You Are an Artist” 


_ Carroll McComas to be featured 
in Bucks Playhouse’s “The Gilded 
Cage,” week of Aug. 23. 


Joseph Kipness, co-producer 
with Monte Proser of “High But- 
ton Shoes,” at the Shubert, N. Y., 
flew to Chicago over the weekend 
to 0.0. the second company, at the 
Great Northern’ there... Morris 
Jacobs, general manager for Rodg- 
ers & Hammerstein, and John 
Fernley, casting director, were in 
hicago last week to sign the 
“Annie Get Your Gun” road com- 
pany to new season contracts .. 
With Harold Freedman in Europe, 
Janet Cohn is temporarily heading 
the Brandt & Brandt play depart- 
ment... Wynn Murray has joined 
the cast of the incoming musicale, 
“Heaven on Earth”...Arch Sel- 


way with the production of “Two 


Appell, and the presentation, in 


association - with James Merrill 
Herd, of Paul Heiman’s adaptation 


Schildkraut as star. 
Radio comedian-writer Goodman 


'Ace and scripter Nat Hiken are !y delayed answer. 


a 

















| Met Shutdown 


compromised on a request for a 
system of unemployment insurance 
and social security, stated its posi- 
tion in wires to Met and the press. 








pressed ‘regret at the situation, 
most stating the Met must not 
close, some stating that another 
management should step in, that 
N. Y. City should take over, and 
one suggesting that a Broadway 
legit manager show them how to 
do it. The 12 unions involved met 
Monday (9) and offered to meet 
with management and “cooperate 


to the fullest’ to insure a season; | 


a meeting is scheduled for tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Few discussed what, if anything, 

could be behind the Met’s appar- 
/ently sudden move, or delved into 
'the, background of a situation that 
found the Met with a $220,000 de- 
ficit after an extended season that 
was 85° subscribed and 98% sold 
out, and the longest and most suc- 
cessful tour in its history. None 
brought out into. the open the 
theory hinted at in the trade, but 
so far carefully hidden from the 
public—the most startling, yet 
highly plausible, theory of them 
all. 

Deem Bldg. Passe for Opera 
This was, that the Met move 
is a long premeditated one—a real 
estate deal, pure and simple, to 
get rid of the opera house at 39th 
street and Broadway once and for 
all, to get out from under an em- 
barrassing financial situation, and 
make a lot of money for some peo- 
ple. Theory is, in elaboration, that 
the outdated house, with its lack 
of stage and storage space, with 

_its costs of operation offsetting 
sellout biz at a $7.20 top to produce 
deficits, is passe for opera but okay 
for an office building or textile 
centre. The Met is contiguous to 
the garment centre. 

Belief is that some board mem- 
_ bers who own the property want to 
sell the valuable block-square, cen- 
ter-city property; tear the build- 
ing down, and build a modern of- 
fice structure. The Met board. in 
large part (goes the theory) is com- 
posed of people no longer inter- 
ested in the social prestige of opera, 
as were their fathers. The venture 
is a headache to them, and they 
| want out before it becomes a heavy 
drain. 


‘breaking even, they wouldn’t dis- 
' turb the setup. But when it ran 
/capacity, and got additional aid 
| from radio and records and still 
| lost heavily, it was time to quit. 
| They can realize a lot of money 
| from sale of the property, and have 
| their heart set on the move. Trade 
_ beliet is that the board made up 
its mind to this some time ago 
| and won't be deterred now. If pub- 
lic outcry created demand for an- 
| other board or management, so 
/much the better; the new board 
_ would have to buy the property 
‘irom the old to continue giving 
| opera, there. It’s this part of the 
_ trade adhering to the above theory 
|that doesn’t think there will be 
/Opera again at the Met. 

| Allied with this theory is one 
about the Met attitude towards 
unions. The Met announced that 


'wyn, on the Coast for the last 13 ; : : : 
years, intends returning to Broad- | had had difficulty with its 12 


unions in yetting them to agree 


, new season, and that it had had no 
favorable response despite several 
deadlines set. It’s reported that the 


(5). Piece emerged as an inept of Katka’s “The Trial,” with Joseph Met began negotiations last Febru- 
'domestic comedy. 
‘duced and moderately acted, it’s 
unlikely to succeed. 


jay and that such unions as the 
stagehands and musicians constant- 
Some in the 


“A Man Must Die.” an involved | couanerenae on a. sees _ pone believe that the Met would 
“ ; ar. 1s } ; about the theatre, to produced | have given in to musicians’ de- 
Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (50). improbable murder drama, opened ‘this season by Anthony B. Farrell mands for a pay hike, since they 


at the Saint Martins last Wednes- 
day (4). Indifferently acted and 
produced, its success is unlikely. 





Current Road Shows | rial for a “Blackbirds of 1948”... 


(Aug. 9-21) 
“Anne Get Your Gun’—Shubert, 
Chi. (9-21). 
(9-21), 
“Blackouts of 1948”—El Captain, 
L. A(9-21). 
| “Carousel” — Biltmore, L. A. 
(9-21). 
“Heaven On Earth” — Shubert, 
Bost. (16-21). 
“High Button Shees”—Gt. North- 
ern, Chi. (9-21). 
OO Loves Mary”—Harris, Chi. 
“Magdalena”—Aud., L. A. (9-14): 
Curran, Frisco (16-21). 
FPO pcre — Erlanger, Chi. 





Georgia Gibbs, who was sought 
by Monte Proser for the singing 


_producer’s Copacabana nitery, N.Y. 
LeW Leslie is gathering mate- 


Sam Wanamaker will stage ‘““Good- 
bye, My Fancy,” with Madeleine 


of “Charley’s Aunt.” 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Grandma’s Diary” — American 
Theatre Group. 

“Heaven on Earth,” musical— 
Monte Proser and Ned C. Litwack. 

“Love Life,” musical—Cheryl 
Crawford. 

“Mister Roberts” (second com- 
pany)—Leland Hayward. 

“Small Wonder,” musical—Geo. 








| “Oklahoma!” — Fox, Spokane 
(16-21). Strand, Vancouver (9-14). 


Nichols, 3d. 
“Town House”—Max Gordon. 


| hadn’t had one in two years, or at 
_least done something about social 


lead in his incoming “Heaven on | security, especially when the uni 
Al ” . . 1 
Earth,” may be booked into the volunteered to give benefit _ 


certs to raise the money needed. 
_ But segments of the Met board 


'|are believed to have adopted a 


rigid attitude towards the unions, 


‘Carroll. ..““Where’s Charley?” may | ©SPecially the stagehands and mu- 
“April Fool” — Geary, Frisco | be the title of the musical version Nectar gh because of featherbedding 


practices of the past several years, 
and various extras and overage 


dence to charges on labor's si 
that the Met’s cancellation mrss 
Was a means of “intimidating” the 
various unions, a political move in 
keeping with the times and a “‘lock- 
out,” and the claim on manage- 
ment’s side that it “was being 
steadily throttied by the union set- 
up 
More Than a 220G Deficit 

Meantime, charges and recrimi- 
nations have been flying about from 
all sidcs. Some have wondered 





Editorials in leading papers ex-| 


As long as the Met came near | 


charges. This may have lent cre-| 


a Realty Deal? 





Continued from page I a 





| why a board representing so vast a 
structure as the Met setup should 
hive been ‘cared off by a $220,000 
| deficit, when the Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony, for instance, drops $250,000 
‘annually and manager Ed Spector 
| goes out and collects it in dona- 
tions, and when Lewisohn Stadium, 
N. Y., will have lost $80,000 this 
summer (it usually drops $50,000 
to $60,000 a season) and one wom- 
an, Mrs. Minnie Guggenheimer, 
scurries around and raises the 
|needed dough. 

The Met notified 400 members 
'of the company that their services 
were no longer required, adding to 
an increasing roster of talent out 
of work through such closings as 
“Brigadoon, “Allegro” and ‘Look, 


’ 


Ma, I’m Dancin’” on Breadway,.. 


and Ballet Theatre’s half-season 
cancellation. Board chairman 
George A. Sloan stated that “it 
would be utterly impossible to pre- 
sent a new ‘season now.” But the 
trade has pointed out that man- 
agements of the singers involved 
haven't looked around for substi- 
tute jobs for their talent because 
(a) local managers are away in 
August and management’s sales 


forces can’t get started until Sep- * 


tember, and (b) because practical- 
ly all concert series around the 
country are completely filled al- 
ready. The singers would still be 
‘available a mouth from now. 

The unions have raised several 
/ queries. The Met's 1946-47 season 
ended with a small profit. Yet dur- 
ing 1947-48 the Met took in $183,- 
000 more than the season before, 
and still had a deficit of over $200,- 
000. This would mean an expendi- 
ture of nearly $414,000 more last 
season than the year before, and 
the unions want to know how 
come? Also, how was it that the 
| Met couldn’t anticipate the sea- 
son's deficit. Couldn’t they figure 
their budget, knowing their costs 
and the capacity take they had all 
season? 

Management can point to the 
$220,000 deficit last season as being 
represented by increases to cer- 
tain unions; by increase in touring 
costs, ele. It foresaw, it claimed, 
a larger deficit this season, espe- 
cially if it granted any wage hikes 
or other union demands. Its share 
‘of unemployment insurance and so- 
cial security on a $2,500,000 payroll 
would be a sum of $125,000. in- 
| creasing its costs or probable defi- 
cit by th t much more. Manage- 
_ment claimed it saw no way of 
| covering its deficits from “angels;” 
|that that sort of money wasn’t 
/around any more. And members 
| claimed that board chairman 
'Stoan and president Charles M. 
| Spofford had the unanimous sup- 
| port of the whole board in its ac- 
tions. Met's shutdown will mark 
only the third time it has done so 
in its 65-year history. 


' 





| Strawhat Jottings 











{ 


Al Rosen has set a deal with 
_United Booking Office to aed 
his Montclair (N.J.) strawhat as a 
regular road stand this fall and 
|winter. Initial booking for the 
theatre will be the Mae West re- 
vival of “Diamond Lil,” for two 
‘weeks starting “Sept. 27.... Leo 
Chalzell, not fully recovered from 
a recent illness. has been forced to 
8ive up the part of the King in the 
upcoming production of “Hamlet.” 
at the Barter theatre, Abingdon 
Va_ He's now set to play the less 
active role of Polonius, with Fred 
Warriner taking over the part of 
the King. Jacqueline Logan as the 
Queen and Gerry Jedd as Ophelia. 
Robert Breen is staging and play- 
ing the title part. Show plays 
seven performances, Starting Aug 
*, 23, but may tour the south, begin- 
ning about Nov. 1. ...Mary Boland 
took over the staging of “Meet the 
Wife,” at the Olney (Md.) theatre 
‘Succeeding Arthur Sircom, Show 
| opened last night (Tues.) . . . Kitty 
Carlisle gave her infant son Chris- 
_topher his stage baptism Saturday 
(7) at Bucks County playhouse 
|New Hope, Pa. She carried the 
baby on for the curtain call of “O 
Mistress Mine.’ Papa Moss Hart 
was out front. 


...Guy Kibbee and his d 
‘Shirley guest in the Paso gud 
“Widow's Walk,” a comedy by 
‘Howard Richardson and Francis 
'Goforth, at the Barter theatre, Ab- 
ington, Va., starting Monday (16). 


“Only Fools Hunt Foxes,” a 
‘farce by Tom McElhany, will be 
tried out the week starting Tues- 
day (17) at Cragsmoor, N, Y. 
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(hi B.0. Continues Its Boff Pace: 


‘Annie’ 256, ‘Oklahoma!’ $28.80) 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Chi legit take has been about 
10% ahead of last summer and this 
last week continued in the same 
vein, with the exception of “John 
Loves Mary,” which is evidently 
waiting around to tour after Labor 
: Pour wegeas AP é 
despite mixed reviews an 
wen orders look good for the five 

week run. 

seems set through 1948 with an- 
other virtual capacity week. ‘‘An- 

nie Get Your Gun” got $25,000. 


hits or tryouts. First of the visitors 
will be “Mr. Roberts,” at the 
Erlanger, Sept. 7. Due in Sept. 13 
are “Angel in the Wings,” Black- 
stone, and the new Ruth Gordon 
production, “Leading Lady,” Sel- 
wyn. “Streetcar Named Desire” 
rolls into the Harris Sept. 21. Also 
slated for local stands, but with no 
definite date, are “Allegro” and 
“The Winslow Boy.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Shubert 
(5th wk) (2,100; $4.94). Biz held 
about even, with the final take 
about $25,000. 

“High Button Shoes,” Great 
Northern (12th wk). (1,500; $6.18). 
Three months of almost perfect 
b.o.; again $37,000. 

“John Loves Mary,” Harris (26th 
wk) (1,000; $3.71). Seems to be 
waiting around until September. 
Lean $10,000. 

“Oklahoma!,” Erlanger (ist wk) 
(1,334; $4.33). Still excellent in its 
third engagement here; $28,800. 





Play out of Town 


April Feol 
Santa Barbara, Cal., Aug. 6. 


Russell Lewis and Howard Young pro- 
duction of comedy in three acts (four 
‘enes) by Norman Krasna and Groucho 
arx. Stars Otto Kruger; features Kath- 
erine Alexander. Directed by Mabel Albert- 











won. Settings by George Jenkins. Opened 
@t Loberto, Santa Barbara, Aug. 5, ‘48; 
3.60 top. 
PEs po eesncscesseseee Kenneth Patterson 
ey ts 5-63 5 vdie dees 650 ess Otto Kruger 
faiter P. Schaeffer......... Russell Hicks 
SR 7 SRS a .Lela Bliss 
A ree Leonard Mudie 
CR eer. Katherine Alexander 
—_— MNEs cnctcgaldsseted Ann Henderson 
nn SUN. oeeseeeyeeess Dick Hogen 
s+ iss dadebhen seen Harlan Briggs 
ecorge Zwilling...cccccccces Edward Clark 
eee Theresa Lyon 





With this script, Coast producers 
Russell Lewis and Howard Young 
fire the opening salvo of what they 
expect be a production bar- 
rage this year, -~with some _ half- 
dozen properties planned. Repre- 
sented efly on Broadway last 
season with the revival of ‘Tonight 
at 8:30,” starring Gertrude Law- 
rence, they’re making an early ap- 

this year with this new 

orman Krasna-Groucho Marx 

script. It’s due for a late Septem- 

ber bow under Theatre Guild au- 

pe we and there’s no reason why 

t shouldn’t still be running well 
at the season’s end. 

‘April Fool” is no hilarious com- 
edy, but a pleasant, amusing play 

t provides an evening of 
chuckles and good feeling. Basic 
+ eag is a good one in that it pro- 

ides a springboard for laughs and 
also hits home to the average the- 
atregoer. 
Script deals with the adventures 
of a harried business executive who 
suddenly retires after 28 years in 
harness. He discovers that the 
green fields of leisure aren’t as suit- 
able for middleaged grazing as he 
pad ex . Florida sounds al- 
uring, but after weeks of incessant 
3 e he remembers that New 
ork has four seasons (sometimes 
in one day). And tarpon fishing, 
that wonderful sport that looks so 
could be it fu ry prouidnt 
a 0 a idn’ 
get seasick. os _ 

Script needs a minimum of work 

before Broadway and cast needs to 
quire a e better pacing. 
i S no reason, however, to be- 
ieve that these things won't be 
€n care of during current Cali- 
ornia shape-up tour. 
ucers have given the script 


: fine p and assembled a 
opnotch cast to work under the ex- 
Perienced of Mabel Albert- 
Son. Otto ’ turns in 
— ormance as the executive 
= Alexander er- 
He Solidly as his wife. Russell 

cks and Lela Bliss shine as the 


pees and his . In lesser roles 
nard Mudie, Harlan Briggs, Ed- 
Hen de ’ eresa > : 
ter well. and Dick Hogan regis- 
rge Jenkins, on loanout from 
Samuel Goldwyn, has contributed 
wo excellent sets representing 
and his Florida 

ent. Kap. 








had a strong | 


“High Button Shoes” | 





Florodora’ Mild $20,000 


Louisville, Aug. 10. | 
“Florodora,” fifth in the current | 
summer series of musical shows at | 
Iroquois Amphitheatre, was a treat | 
for the oldsters, but garnered only | 
$20,000 in six performances Aug. | 
2-7. With Arthur Treacher. | 


: |Helene Arthur, Jack Goode and/| 
Only legiter not booked is the | ja- . 4 
Studebaker. All the others are set | 72cm Albertson in the leads, pro- | 


with read versions of Broadway | 


vided with excellent support by | 
John Haynes, Betty Ann Busch, | 
Doris Patston and Dick Smart, the | 
venerable musical met with favor- | 
able press comment, and word-of- 
mouth publicity helped. 


“Great Waltz,” with music by Jo- 
hann Strauss, and cast headed by 
Walter Cassel, Ruby Mercer, Adel- 
aide Bishop and A. J. Herbert fea- 
tured, is current and final al fresco 
musical of the season. 


Sundown’ 126 
In Boston 


Boston, Aug. 10. 

“Sundown Beach,” in its second 
and final week at the Shubert, lost 
ground, to drop to an estimated 
$12,000, still pretty good for a town 
as dead as this at this time of year. 
Major cast change was effected this 
week, Phyllis Thaxter replacing 
Louisa Horton. 

Legit prospects continue good. 
“Heaven on Earth” is next at the 
Shubert, coming in Aug. 19, with 
“Small Wonder” following at the 
Majestic Aug. 30, “Town House” 
at the Colonial Sept. 2, and “Love 
Life” at the Shubert Sept. 13. 

Boston Summer Theater, mean- 
time, is in the middle of a big 
season, It has been averaging $9,- 
000 a week so far with package 
shows in the air-cooled New Eng- 
land Mutual Hall. A week ago it 
went close to an estimated $14,000 
with Ilka Chase; last week Ruth 
Chatterton got an estimated $11,- 
000, great. Also doing nice biz 
were Madge Evans at the Wellesley 
Summer Theatre and Sidney Black- 
mer at the South Shore Players in 
Cohasset. 


‘BABES’ SWEET 446 IN 
PITT ALFRESCO CLOSE 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. 

“Babes in Toyland,’ closing 
show of summer opera season at 
Pitt Stadium, did second best gross 
of the year, getting strong $44,000. 
It was only recon pd the opener, 
“Show Boat.” t that, the Vic- 
tor Herbert operetta got rained out 
completely one night or would 
have been much heavier. It had 
the distinction, too, of getting the 
first complete sellout of the series, 
last Friday night (6), when stand- 
ing room was sold, and that hasn't 
happened before. 

The kid trade was responsible 
for putting “Babes” in the upper 
brackets. They came in droves, 
and of course their parents were 
with them, and that’s what sent 
trade soaring. Most of it was 
window sale, too, since there hasn’t 
been a particularly big advance for 
show and cast had no names, with 
couple of leads going to local 
people. 











‘Okla!’ Wows Vancouver 


Vancouver, Aug. 10. 

Playing its first local engage- 
ment, “Oklahoma!” is doing abso- 
lute capacity this week at the 
Strand theatre, with an _ extra 
matinee. 

Gross for the nine performances 
is expected to reach $50,000. 





Bergner 106, Olney 


Olney, Md., Aug. 10. 
Elizabeth Bergner did over $10,- 
000 at Olney theatre in ‘Escape 
Me Never” liast. week. 
It was_season’s second biggest 
gross. 





“Suzie,” a new comedy by An- 
thony Brown and James Truex, will 
be tested Aug. 18-21 at Monomoy 
theatre, Chatham, Mass. ... “Four 
Flights Up,” mystery-comedy by 
Ken Parker, will be preemed Aug. 
26-30 at High wh summer the- 
atre, Highland, N. Y. The author 
is a skater in “Howdy, Mr. Ice,” at 





| cal 
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| gross, usually between 30% and 
| 40%. Theatre terms have generally 
become steeper in recent seasons, 
not only because theatre operating 
costs have risen, but as the de- 


‘mand has exceeded the available 


ot i o om ih ‘ 
In Six in Louisville's typicar 


Broadway theatre, 
which occasionally houses a musi- 
but usually plays straight 
shows, normally gets a guarantee 
of $3,500 to $4,000 a week, but its 
running expense is about $4,500, 
including rent, heat, light, mana- 
ger, engineer, doormen, 
backstage department heads, re- 
pairs and renewals, etc. Although 
all deals are subject to negotia- 
tion, an average straight play may 
have a stop limit (which both 


| house and producer have the right 


to invoke) of, say, $10,000. Or a 
musical may have a stop limit of 
$18,000 or so. 

In any case, if a show grosses 
below the stop limit, either the 
theatre or producer, whichever 
one figures he’s losing money on 
the deal, may close. In the case of 


.|a straight play with a stop limit of 


$10,000 and grossing $9,500, the 
show may be earning a_ small 
operating profit, but the house’s 
expense may be higher than its 
35° share. 


Road Costs Worse 


While costs have been rising in 
New York, they have zoomed even 
more on the road. Latest headache 
for producers is the recent 17% 
increase in railroad rates east of 
the Mississippi, which will boost 
transportation expense substantial- 
ly for touring shows. At the same 
time, all other prices have been 
soaring out of town, in many cases 
exceeding New York levels and 
requiring higher pay to the per- 
sonnel of travelling productions. 


Tougher Terms 

Theatre rental terms have also 
toughened considerably on the 
road in the last few seasons, par- 
ticularly for tryout shows. For in- 
stance, although “Mister Roberts” 
did capacity for its entire three- 
and-a-half weeks of tuneup in 
New Haven, Philadelphia and Bal- 
timore, it lost more than $10,000 
on, a gross of about $90,000 for 
the three engagements. 


Although it required about 30 
stagehands, the show didn't re- 
ceive the same concessions in that 
category as “Bonanza Bound” was 
given in Philly, presumably be- 
cause the latter was a musical. On 
the other hand, “Roberts” and the 
one-set, low-budget “Me and Mol- 
ly,’ both straight plays, got identi- 
cal terms for backstage crew, even 
though “Roberts” was a certain 
b.o. smash and had a much heavier 
production. 

For most out-of-town engage- 
ments, the theatre shares on only 
a limited amount of the advertis- 
ing and other mutual expense. Yet 
it gets a straight percentage, rang- 
ing from 30% to 40% of the gross. 
In former years, the theatre share 
was on a sliding scale of, say, 35% 
on the first $20,000 and 20% on 
all above that figure. As in New 
York, rental terms and conditions 
are generally tougher for Shubert 
houses than for independents, in- 
cluding Mareus Heiman, although 
he and the Shuberts are associa- 
ted in the United Booking Office, 
the national theatre-booking syn- 
dicate, and other ventures. 


Generally speaking, better road 
terms can usually be gotten for a 
Broadway success than for a try- 
out, as the show is a proven com- 
modity, with less risk involved. 
As a result of the increasingly- 
prohibitive terms for tryouts, 
managements have shown a de- 
creasing tendency to take shows 
out of town before the Broadway 
presentation, but have come to de- 
pend more and more on preview 
performances before invited or 
benefit audiences. 

The recent boom from two-for- 
one tickets on Broadway indicates 
that there’s a potential theatre- 
going public unable to pay prevail- 
ing b.o. prices. That suggests that 
a general reduction in admission 
scales might be heipful. But man- 
agers, both in the production and 
theatre operating ends, believe 
such a reduction would be suicidal. 
With shows like “Annie” and 
“U.S.A.” taking many months to 
pay off, even at virtual capacity, 
the problem is not to expand at- 
tendance but to increase revenue. 

These showmen argue that 
there’s only a relatively small au- 
dience ready to buy “twofers” but 





the Center theatre, N. Y. 


The theory is that a show 


ushers, | 





unable to pay prevailing prices. 
succeeds 


Bway Reverses Trend With Grosses 
Bouncing Upwards; ‘Ice 536 in 9, 
‘Annie’ $22,000, U.S.A.’ 426, Shoes’ 356 





‘Bloomer Girl’ in Dallas 
Record With $50,642 


Dallas, Aug. 10. 

“Bloomer Girl,” sixth production 
of the season at the State Fair 
Casino, wound up a banner week 
by breaking all boxoffice records 
in the seven-year history of the 
local Starlight Operettas. Accord- 
ing to Charles R. Meeker, Jr., man- 
aging director, week’s receipts in- 
cluding tax, was $50,642, and this 
despite the fact the opening per- 
formance last Monday was can- 
celled because of rain. A total of 
32,575 persons attended the six 
performances. 

The previously established box- 
office high was the approximate 
$49,000, including tax, garnered 
during the second week of “Show 
Boat” last summer. 


Magda 506, L.A.; 
‘Carousel $35,100 


Los Angeles, Aug. 10. 

With one exception improved 
business was noted last week at all 
local legit houses. Only downbeat 
was at Coronet, where “Cupid 
Thumbs His Nose” slipped again. 
Other houses all moved up and 
“Blackouts” and “Lend an Ear,” 
which have been playing to capac- 
ity, noticed the upward trend in 
the lengthening advance list. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Anything Goes,” Greek Theatre 
(Ist wk) (4,419; $3.60). Got off to 
a smash start with a great $45,000. 
“Blaekout” and “Lend An Eear,” 
(320th wk) (1,142; $2.40). $17,000. 

“Carousel,” Biltmore (2d wk) 
(1,636; $4.20). Up a notch to just 
over $35,100. 

“Cupid Thumbs His Nose,” Cor- 
onet (255; $3). Dull $2,100. 

“Lend An Ear,” Las Palmas (8th 
wk) (388; $3). Again $6,300. 

“Magdalena,” Philharmonic Aud 
(2d wk) (2,670; $4.80). Up $1,000 
to great $50,000. 

“Separate Rooms,” New Beaux 
—_ (12th wk) (560; $3) up to $4,- 








‘SUNNY’ 506 IN ST. L00 
IN SEASON’S BEST TAKE 


St. Louis, Aug. 10. 
A revised “Sari,” Emmerich Kal- 
man’s Viennese operetta, and 10th 
offering of the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., teed off a seven-night run 
last night (Mon.) in the alfresco 
playhouse in Forest Park. Opening 
night crowd of 10,031, largest 
opening of the season, brought 
estimated gross of $5,000. 

The Harbach-Hammerstein musi- 
cal, “Sunny,” wound up its one- 
week stand Sunday 
weather and okay critical reception 
aided in producing a profit-taking 
run. A total of 73,000 payees Jaid 
approximately $50,000 on the line, 
for the best take of the season. 





or fails on its initial public. If the 
reviews are good the publie will 
pay $4.80 for a straight show or 
$6 (sometimes even $6.60) for a 
musical, and will stampede the 
boxoffice for the privilege. If the 
show isn’t rated a hit the public 
won't pay $2.40 or even $1.20 for 
tickets. The two-for-one trade, ac- 
cording to this view, is merely a 
mop-up audience that provides a 
little added coin at the end of a 
run, but couldn’t make a show in- 
to a hit. 

The same managers also point 
out that when a musical like “An- 
nie” plays to virtual capacity for 
a full year at $6.60 and still doesn’t 
pay off the investment, it’s obvious- 
ly impossible to reduce prices. The 
problem, they say, is not to in- 
crease theatre attendance, which 
in many cases is already capacity 
for a year or more, but to in- 
crease revenue or reduce expenses. 
With business at capacity, the only 
way to boost revenue is to raise 
prices, which would be prohibitive. 
The only alternative is to decrease 
costs, which no one knows how to 
do. 


“the last two weeks of the 
“The 





After weeks of steadily sinking 
business, Broadway finally got its 
long expected attendance break 
last week. The seasonal influx of 
visiting tourists and a succession 
of rainy days arrived together, to 
reverse the recent trend and 
bounce grosses upward. 

There were no closings last week. 
The 14 current shows, having sur- 
vived the slump period, may all 
now continue until after Labor 
Day. Then, with new productions 
taking the available houses, some 
of the incumbents will tour. 

Business was up again the start 
of this week. At “The Heiress,” 
for instance the gross for Monday 
night (9) topped $1,000 for the 
first time in eight weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Angel in the Wings,’ Coronet 
(35th wk) (R-998; $4.80). Intimate 
revue benefited from the general 
surge, going to $17,500, its best 
gross in some weeks; engagement 
oq been extended a week to Sept. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(117th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Irving 
Berlin musical got over $22,000; 
Ethel Merman returns to the cast 
Monday (16). 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (131st 
wk) (C-993; $4.80). Also rose to 
nearly $13,000; Judy Holliday vaca- 
tions starting next Monday, with 
Jean Hagen substituting. 

“Command Decision,” Fulton 
(34th wk) (D-968; $4.80). Click 
drama had several sellout houses, 
hopping to $14,200 for the week. 

“Finian’s Rainbew,” 46th Street 
(82d wk) (M-1,319; $6). 
musical comedy got a needed hypo 
from the general upturn; $22,000. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (198th wk) 
(C-902; $4.80). Laugh show 
climbed to $9,800; James Dunn re- 
mains three more weeks, with re- 
placement still not set. 

“High Button Shoes,” Shubert 
(34th wk) (M-1,387; $6). Up a bit 
to $35,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (7th 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Influx of out- 
of-towners was particularly felt at 
this skating eet, with the 
going to $53, for nine rm- 
ances. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Cen (14th 
wk) (R-1,670; $6). Revue 
the tide to almost $42,000; moves 
Aug. 23 to the Majestic, where 
capacity will be approximately the 
same. 

“Make Mine ” Broad- 
hurst (30th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Other 
intimate musical up to $22,000. 

“Mister ae 


Alvin (25th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Boom or 
slump es make little difference 
with steady sellout; $34,600. 


“The ” Biltmore 
wk) (D-920; $4.80). Rose 
trend; just over $11,400. Manage- 
ment will drop the use of “twofers” 
run. 

” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (2ist 
wk). Dual bill also profited nicely; 
just over $12,000; “Hope Is The 
Thing With Feathers” replaced. 
“Happy Journey” as the curtain- 
raiser, effective Monday (9). 


Solomon Due Back After 


Boff Israeli Concerts 


Columbus, O., Aug. 10. 

Izler Solomon, conductor of the 
Columbus Philharmonic Orchestra, 
is due to return to the U. S. by air 
Aug. 13, after directing the sum- 
mer season of the Palestine Sym- 
phony Orchestra during two 
periods of fighting and two truces 
in the Holy Land. 

Four concerts were presented in 
Jerusalem during July—and three 
in August—the first musical pro- 
grams in the battle-scarred city in 
nine months. All were sellouts, as 
were those of the regular sched- 
ule in Tel Aviv and Haifa. 


‘Okla!’ 70G, Seattle 
Seattle, Aug. 10. 

“Oklahoma!,” back at the Metro- 
politan for the second time, go 
just under $35,000 for its secon 
week at the 1,500-seater, at $4.23 
top. 

Take was great—over $66,000 for 
the two weeks. 
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Strawhat Reviews . 


All the Way Home 
Ridgefield. Conn., Aug. 3. 


T. Edward Hambleton and Alfred R. 
Siern production of drama in three acts 
ffenui Seenes) by Lyne Rigsea. Direcied by 
Mary Hunter; dance directed by Katherine 
1.itz; settings and lighting, Ralph Alswang; 
score, Lehman Kugel; costumes, Jean 
Sutherland. At Ridgefleld Sumner theatre, 


Ridgefleld, Conn., Aug. 3, '48; $2.94 top. 


Cousin ; ANNI®: 2.6: s0000 + se Helen Kingstead 
Cousin Dorey..ccecsecssecsss Lucille Fenton 
Wishte ...cisvecdoces .. Bambi Linn | 
Mary, Waye®.cccccesceccecs Leona Powers 
FOWN Mayes. .cececcecsesee <Craban Denton 
|) PRR A Sars. ieee ne .. CHM Sales 
Charley Mayes..ccerseces . Jared Reed | 
RARE. . cease eencesen~ceasyeretia. Warnes 
Dell... -ciccveccoconsccoceassnmtmatine Bailani 
NOs. 2 scot en wee eeeee. MNizabeth Parrish 
Hugh Blakelee .. Will Hare 


Tom Hoier 
Albert Penn 
Graham 


Preacher Robbison 
Bub Whisenhunt 
eo en . one see 


Lynn Riggs has been a respected 
name in the theatre since his 
“Green Grow the Lilacs’’ was pro- 
duced by the Theatre Guild in 
1930-31. He subsequently wrote 
such plays as “Cherokee Night” 
and “Russet Mantle,” but never got 
into the real money until Rodgers 
and Hammerstein used his “Lilacs” 
as the basis for the fabulously suc- 
cessful “Oklahoma!” 


Like his other dramas, “All the 


Way Home” (originally titled “Ver- | 


digris Primitive’) is a sort of folk- 
play of the author’s native Okla- 
homa of about 40 years ago. It 
tends to be thin on plot and struc- 
ture, uneven in tone and tempo and 
rather atmospheric. It also indi- 
cates that, however he may have 


matured and developed as an} 


individual, Riggs hasn’t progressed 
much as a dramatist since “Lilacs” 
and the others. 


“All the Way Home” is being 


‘ation reminds the mother of the 


tragic romance of her own girl-| 


hood and, after ordering her daugh- 
‘ter’s sweetheart to leave the farm, 


ishe relents and lets them go away | 
Except for the | 


ito Tulsa together. 


| 


‘violent, cryptic flashback incident, 
| but lacks substance and consistent 
| drive to sustain through three acts. 

Play depends too much on mood 
and atmosphere, without clarifying 
the important characters sufficient- 
ly and building the story around 
There are also too 
|serious incongruities of tempo, 
'such as the languid confab _ be- 
tween the mother and her husband, 
which dissipates the suspense cre- 
jated by the 
twister. 

Mary Hunter’s staging is adroit 
and evocative, within the obvious 
limits of the physical production. 
Individual performances are 


i them. 


“Fats” Hagen), is a comedy about 
a film star who returns to his home- 


‘it’s a tender and disarming story, | 


many | 


rapidly-approaching | 


town. 

Film idol Steve Jackson (neatly 
portrayed by author Tuttle) comes 
home to Martins Ferry, O., to at- 
tend a world premiere of his latest 
picture and finds himself a guest at 
the home of his old fiame. Romance 
is rekindled, then is threatened 
with extinction by a couple of ill- 
winds in the guise of a prim, scout- 
_-masterish fiance, and Steve’s curvy 

Hollywood girl friend who turns up 
to keep on eye on Stevie-boy. — 
By some amusing and original 


situation handling, plus deft dialog, | 


Tuttle is able to give the stock plot 
|a first and second act that are par- 
ticularly good laugh-getters. But 
“Absence” steps considerably out 
of character in the third act to lose 
the comedy formula in an intense 





final clinch that slows proceedings | 


to a tortoise crawl. 

| Despite the uneven pace, the act- 
ing is competent and ably handled. 
Best effort is turned in by J. Rob- 


‘ert Blunt (a Jasper Deeter-Hedge- 


un- | 


even. Leona Powers is excellent as | 


self-contained 
is appealing as the 


the wise, 
Bambi Linn 


mother. | 


'young heroine, though she has a) 


tendency to overdo her facial ex- 
| pressions. WH! Hare is 
sively direct as the romantic stran- 
'ger. Helen Kingstead, Lucille Fen- 
ton, Crahan Denton, Jared Reed, 
| Gloria Whitney, Katharine Balfour, 
| Elizabeth Parrish and Tom Hoier 
|are varyingly acceptable in sup- 
| porting leads. 

| Ralph Alswang’s 
|reasonably effective, 
for a rural production, but Leh- 
'man Engel’s background score is 
| distracting, as presented here. 
Hobe. 


settings are 


presented by T. Edward Hambleton 


and Alfred R. Stern, who have an- 
nounced that the present produc- 
tion will be brought to Broadway 
in the fall. On the basis of its pre- 
miere at this Alexander Kirkland- 
Carl Jacobs strawhat, the show 
seems a doubtful prospect for the 
rigors of a New York winter. Even 
allowing for the limited production 
facilities of a summer theatre, the 


play is uneven, confusing and un- | 


satisfying. It’s hard to visualize 
how rewriting, the greater produc- 
tion scope of Broadway. or recast- 
ing and restaging might offset the 
script’s inherent weaknesses. 


Although the author’s intentions 
aren’t clear, his story is about a 
recurring romantic situation on an 
Oklahoma farm as three grownup 


daughters return home for their. 


mother’s birthday. A “city slicker” 
from Tulsa, arriving in pursuit of 
one of the older girls, remains to 
dazzle and ultimately fall in love 
with the artless, 3) meat stay-at- 
home daughter of 17. 


In a puzzling flashback, this situ- 
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Ulira Marine 
La Jolla, Calif., Aug. 4. 


Actor's Co, production of comedy in three 
j}acis by Peter Blackmore. Cast ineludes 
| Diana- Lynn, Reginald Gardiner, Gar 
| Moore, John Rodney, Fiona ©’Shie!, Lillian 
| Bond, Ricki Soma and Clara Blandick. 

Settings by John Boyt: lighiing by James 
W. Neilson. Opened at Playhouse, La Jolla, 


Calif., Aug. 4, ‘48. 





Peter Blackmore’s new comedy, 
| “Ultra Marine,” is a breezy fantasy 
about the adventures of a mermaid 
| who steps out of her natural habi- 
‘tat into polite London _ society. 


| Frothy scripting and skillful com- | 
|edy thesping by Diana Lynn and | 
| Reginald Gardiner help turn this | 


|lightweight theme into a _ neat 
| strawhat item. Actors Co. plans a 
| Coast tour for this production. 

Gardiner is delightfully suave as 


{the noted surgeon whose life is} 


| saved by Diana when his boat over- 
|turns. He brings her to his home, 
| her most prominent characteristic 
| swathed in blankets to indicate she 
|is a hopeless invalid who can't 
| walk. : 
| Miss Lynn shows poise and self- 
confidence lacking in her first 
| stage role last year in “Dear Ruth.” 
|Gar Moore and John Rodney are 
‘earnest young suitors who never 
_ discover her secret. Fiona O’Shiel 
‘and Lillian Bond provide genuine 
| portrayals of bewildered, yet sus- 
'picious females, Ricki Soma is a 
|pert housemaid, and Clara Blan- 
| dick, the nurse, stages a hilariously 
| hysterical 
| Miss Lynn (in private) for the first 
| time. 

Stage effects, including thunder, 


scene when she _ sees) 


impres- | 


particularly | 


Woodstock Playhouse production of com- 
ed in three acts (six scenes) by John 
Meehan in and Claude Stroud Stars 
Nancy Carroll; features Hugh Franklin. 
Directed by Robert Klwyn Opened at 
Woodstock Playhouse, Wvodstock, N. Y., | 
Aug. 3, '48 
RFTRCE sos 6 bey onc séhadds odie cs Ruth Lorn } 
John TT PTE Tere -Hugh Franklin 
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row Theatre product) in the role 
of the Boy Scoutish bore. Lucy 
Hope Lyon is properly witchy as 
the gaudy babe from filmland. 
Others in the cast, Kay Williams, 
John St. Leger, Jean Titus, Wil- 
liam Andis and Lloyd Hubbard (he 
doubles as director), do okay with 
material at hand. Marv. 


Watch Oui for Moon- 
light 
Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 4. 





“Watch Out for Moonlight” con- 
| cerns a 40-year-old scientist and in- 
ventor, John Emerson, who has re- 
| cently moved into a house in Con- 
| necticut, where he is being stalked 
| by a fashionably-divorced female 
|neighbor. The household consists 
| of the scientist’s partner, a middle- 
aged eccentric, and their indis- 
pensable butler, all of them wom- 
an-shy. The two scientists prefer 
the company of their telescope and 
the butler prefers no company. 


As surprise element, Emerson’s 
ex-wife and twee _ dress-filling 
daughters appear—they just hap- 
pened to be looking for a summer 
place. This coincidence turns out 
to be design—the ex-wife’s design 
to win back Emerson. 

The play is light comedy, pleas- 
ant enough summer fare, with 
amusing moments, but which would 
certainly not light up Broadway. 
Good jobs from several of the ac- 
tors can’t retrieve dull lines and 
trite situations. 

Nancy Carroll, while looking 
lovely, seems uneasy, playing the 
part of the ex-wife more for senti- 
ment than comedy. Hugh Franklin 
deserves credit for the ease and 
charm with which he handles a 
stock part. Direction was smooth 
but. opening night, the pace was 
hurried rather than swift. The 





three acts are divided into an un- 


PB en. fg , ; 
oe pas . pen ang enhance | necessary and cumbersome number 
,the marine flavor. John Boyt’s sets | of scenes. Play is in one set (well- 


and Jamés W. Neilson’s lighting | executed interior), with an insert of 


/maintain their usual high stand-' peach at night 
: 


| ards. 





- Absence Makes the 
Heart 
Pittsford, N. Y., Aug. 4. 


Pitisford Summer Theatre production of 
) comedy in three acts by John Tuitle, siaged 
| by. author, At Pittsford, N. Y.,, Aug. 3, 





Teos. 





| Plays tical 


| 








Jonathan 
| London, July 30. 


Firth Shephard production of comedy 


“Absence Makes the Heart” is | dvama in three acts (six scenes) by Alan 


an amusing piay, and satisfactory | Me!\ille. 


light comedy fare for the straw 
| skimmer circuit. But unless author 
‘John Tuttle can come up with a 
third act that doesn’t drag its feet, 
“Absence” will never be a presence 
on Broadway. Tuttle's first attempt 
‘at a play in straight form (he pre- 


‘viously collaborated on a couple of . 


musicals with songwriter Billy 
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Features Leo Genn and Coral 
Browne. Staged by Peter Ashmore. Opened 
| Aldwych, London, July 29, °48, 

| David Wr s's.b Sain cobaee ee TT es Leo Genn 
| Bathshebt...ceecceeececeeness Coral Browne 


ATOphel ..cceccccodecscesce Cecil Trouncer 
Nathan. ..ceccscac eebdsodeoed> Julian Somers 
Toad... s ccc receccoccess:».ce-+-00mgs: Dale 
Michal. ... cocaccccses Cicely Paget-Bowman 
fol) MS eeeeeer TP Eer eee reo Torin Thatcher 





Alan Melville, author of “Jona- 
than,” has written a number of 
highly successful revues, ®ut this 
is his first effort at straight play- 
| wrighting. He should stick to re- 
vues, which are obviously his forte. 

This story of David and Bath- 
sheba is split into two different 
moods. For the first two acts the 
author is flippant, and there are 
some diverting incidents in this 
biblical story done with modern 
dialogue. Then, without apparent 
reason, the third act switches over 
to heavy drama, which is entirely 
out of keeping with what has gone 
' before. 

' In the main the author is well 
'served by the cast, but they de- 
served better material. Leo Genn 
and Coral Browne have the main 
‘roles of David and Bathsheba. Al- 
ithough the former is somewhat 
| stodgy, Miss Browne is delightful 
| and aliuring particularly in the 
‘opening scenes. Cecil Trouncer is 








| ways least in demand and last to go. 





| 





| Outlay. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Arrangement under which “Annie Get Your Gun” is playing at the 
Imperial, N. Y., calls for the cast to get half-salaries (though not below 
Equity minimum of $60 a week) when the weekly gross is below $26,- 
000. with the authers waiving al! royalties (latter having been running 
about $1,800 recently). House’s guarantee is $8,000 a week. Salary 
cut was approved two weeks ago by Equity with the proviso that the 
engagement be continued at least three weeks from that date. All cuts 
will be restored Monday (16), when Ethel Merman returns to the cast 
after a six-week vacation in Colorado. Mary Jane Walsh has been sub- 
stituting. 

Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, producers of the Irving 
Berlin musical, have decided to retain Billie Worth as lead in the touring 
company of “Annie.” When she succeeded Joan Edwards recently the 
intention was to get a name actress-singer to play the part permanently. 
However, on the strength of Miss Worth’s performance in Chicago, the 
management changed plans, and she will be retained for the Cincinnati 
and other engagements. Only on the unlikely chance that a major 
name becomes available will there be a change in the title part. In 
that case it would be for boxoffice reasons. 





Recent reading of Sean O’Casey’s “Red Roses for Me” script for 
prospective backers was given by professional actors, with coaching by 
a Broadway director, but there was no “rehearsal.” That was on or- 
ders of Actors Equity and was in line with the union's reguiar policy 
on script readings. 

Under .the circumstances, the various actors were all familiar with 
the script and read the parts smoothly, but there was repogtedly little 
suggestion of overall integration of performance. Also, the director, 
John O’Shaughnessy, gave advance suggestions as to the interpretation 
of the play, but there was no detailed preparation of the various char- 
acterizations. Reading was arranged by Lucille Lortel and Alfred H. 
Tamarin, who intend producing the play this season, and was held at 
the former’s White Barn theatre, Westport, Conn. Actors who partici- 


pated included Kim Hunter, George Hill and Barry Collum. 





Management of a Broadway hit has reduced the number of $1.20 
seats from 68 to 30. Idea was that the minimum-price locations are al- 
Original aim in setting aside the 


| 68 seats at the low rate was to take care of the small public to whom 


theatregoing is a real necessity, but who can afford only the modest 
Presumably most patrons figure locations at the $1.20 price 
aren't any good, as they usually prefer the $1.80 or $2.40 seats. 

Author Tennessee Williams, who attended the tryout opening of the 
Helen Hayes company of “The Glass Menagerie” in Brighton, England, 
also meant to attend the London premiere. He went to Paris in between, 
expecting to plane back for the latter. Plane was delayed, and Williams 
was on the phone from Paris trying to reach the London theatre 
with an explanation when curtain went up. British audience was yell- 
ing for the author at the finale, a little annoyed at his absence—the 
British take these matters seriously—and no one explained. 





Clyde Sharp, Jr., boy actor with considerable Pittsburgh Playhouse 
experience, did “Kiss and Tell’ three summers ago with the South 
Shore Players in Cohasset, Mass., and liked the place so well that he 
and his sister, Betty Sharp, Pitt radio actress, have been going back 
there to vacation ever since. Sharp was there last week and it was a 
break for Fred Burleigh and Henry Boettcher, who operate the straw- 


| hat there. 


They were without a kid for “All My Sons” up until almost the last 
minute and Sharp arrived just in time to go into the Arthur Miller 
drama, in the same role he had played for Burleigh at the Pitt Play- 
house a few months ago. . 





dignified and polished as Ahito- 
phel, political advisor to the court, | 
but acting honors go to Torin) 
Thatcher, as Bathsheba’s soldier 
husband, who is sent to his death | 


by David. It was unfortunate for | 
him that his main scene was so 
drawn out. | 


Settings and costumes are first 
rate, but Peter Ashmore’s direction 
sorely needs tightening up. Myro. 


Trouble in the House 
London, Aug. 4. 


John Eastwood and T. Milroy Gay pro- 
duction of comedy in tiiree acts (four 


NOW RENTING 


Luxurious 1, 2 and 8 


| 
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scenes) by Anthony Verney. Directed by ; 
Stuart Latham. At Cambridge, London. room apartments with 
Rex Fulljames, M.P.......... William Fox large serving pantries, 
Bill Jackson, Ae TER: Patrick Barr Completely Redecora- 
Joe Hawkins..,...........Gus McNaughton | 

Diane - TROrmtOn ss. os-<.e0. Doreen tn | ted. Styled by Beryl 8. 
Sonia Edwards.....Margot Van Der burgh Austrian. Also Tran- 


Major Thornton..Howard Marion Crawford sient Accommodations. 





Comedy possibilities of a story in 
which rival members of Parlia- 
ment, one Tory, the other Labor, 
are compelled to share an apart- 
ment, are obvious. Too obvious, in | 
fact, to make a good play. It was. 
all great fun to ihe groups of M.P.’s | 
who were invited to the opening, 
but two and a half hours of polit- 
ical bickering without action will 
be a bit much for the non-polit- 
ically conscious multitudes. who 
normally patronize the theatre. 


Endeavoring to be fair to both 
sides, the author meticulously 
scores points for each in turn, first | 
with a dig at Churchill and then 
squaring matters with a poke at 
Bevin. But all the time the story 
lacks subtlety, and there’s no doubt 
that the two protagonists will swap 
girl friends, get drunk together 
and eventually unite against a, 
common enemy-—;a Communist 
M.P. who is to occupy a vacant 
room in their apartment. 

Story doesn’t make much de- 
mand on the cast although they 
make a real effort to retain in- 
terest. William Fox and Patrick 
Barr try hard to fhake the two 
M.P.’s real characters, but aren’t 
too happy when the plot lapses into 
farce. Doreen Percheron and Mar- 
got Van Der Burgh aren't entirely 
at home as their respective girls. 
Gus McNaughton dominates the 
scene with his portrayal of the 
voluble janitor and there’s a little 
gem from Howard Marion Craw- 
ford as the Tory Major who turns 
Communist M.-P. in order to avail 
himself of the 24-hour bar at the 


Norman E. Kin 
General Been 


111 EAST 56th STREET - NEW YORK 
Home of Brussels Restaurant and Jade Bar 

















ELIZABETH EUSTIS 
The Original “Nency™ 
Is Up to Her Old Tricks in 
“ANGEL STREET" 
WESTCHESTER PLAYHOUSE 
MT. KISCO, N.Y. 
(Week Aug. 16-21) 
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for some weeks, but leaves soon | 
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Subway Fares and Newspapers 

N. Y. subway fares and the price 
of a newspaper seemingly are 
closely allied in the mastermind- 
ing of the N. Y. Times’ intended 
tilt from 3c to 5c. But when the 
subways doubled the fare to a dime 
that kayoed the Times’ plan, at 
least for the time being. 


The daily has run off a series of | 


dummies of its new airplane edi- 
tion to be flown to Paris during the 
United Nations convention. 

Will sell for 150 francs (about 


45¢c). 


Jessel and Downey Profiles 





George Jessel and Morton | 


Downey - are. profiled in next 
month’s October) .Esquire. Earl 
Wilson did the former, under the 
caption of “Toastmaster General,” 
and the Irish singer’s closeup by 
Allen Churchill is titled “Up and 
Downey.” 

Incidentally, David A. Smart is 
now listed as board chairman of 
Esquire; brother Altred Smart 
(who was co-publisher and veepee) 
is president of the corporation; and 
George T. Sweetser is now billed 
as the publisher. He’s also the 
business coordinator. 





Sports Extra Weekly Due 

Sports Extra, new weekly sports 
paper, will bow Sept. 15. Charles 
Bloomfield, brother of producer 
Harry Bloomfield, is president, and 
Eric Ridder, g.m. of N. Y. Journal 
of Commerce, ‘is treasurer of the 
new outfit. 





This Week’s Shifts 

Jerry Mason has been shifted 
from executive editor to staff 
writer on This Week mag in a se- 
ries of changes resulting from the 
return to active editorial duties of 
editor-in-chief William Nichols. 
-Mason will have a roving assign- 
ment and will prepare special is- 
sues. His initial turn will be a six- 
month combined vacation (with 
pay) and journalistic gander at Eu- 
rope. 

Among other switches, Charles 
Rice, who was cartoon editor, be- 
comes articles editor. He replaces 
Adie Seussdorf, who has been 
named a staff writer. Louis Berg 
will continue to be motion picture 
article scripter. 





Chi Typo’s $3,380,000 Strike Fund 

International Typographical Un- 
ion (AFL) revealed that it has paid 
$3,380,000 in strike benefits to 
printers on strike or locked out be- 
tween Nov. 24, 1947, and July 20. 
Most of the benefits have gone to 
printers on five daily papers, 
with the married men receiving 
$60 and the single men, $40 per 
week. 





Pan-Am's Pub Relations chief 

Dr. Hernane Ravares de Sa, Bra- 
zilian writer, heads the newly cre- 
ated Division of Public Relations 
at the Pan American Union. The 
D. C. division will be active in the 
fields of press, radio and cinema, 
according to Raul Diez de Medina, 
director of the Department of Pub- 
lie Information. 

Novelist and journalist, Dr. 
Ravares became Special Adviser to 
the Office of Inter-American Af- 
fairs in 1943 and served as con- 
sultant to Walt Disney on educa- 
tional films for the U. S. and Latin 
American governments. He lec- 
tured before Hollywood producers, 
directors and writers on problems 
confronting the film industry in 
the sister republics, Pan American 


Union said. 





‘N.Y. Confidential’ Tourists’ Friend 

Here is a book written by two 
veteran newspapermen pounding 
out the knowledge they've gather- 
ed in many years of losing sleep 
and paying checks on Rowdy Lane, 
Gyp Canyon and on the Gay Way. 
Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer are 
two bread-and-butter journalists. 
They know how to make a type- 
writer tell a printer what they 


. think. In “New York Confidential” 


(Ziff-Davis; $2.75) they blow their 
knows! And these two birds know 
plenty! 

They feel the bumps on the with- 
ered brows of Harlem, Broadway 
and the side Dream Streets that 
make up New York. They are a 
couple of Chicago muggs that have 
adopted New York and love it in 
a rough sort of way. Their type- 
writers have a sharp tongue. They 
don't give New York the best of 
it, they write like a couple of guys 
telling a pal what's the matter with 
him, and still remain his pal. 

They write of human chop-suey, 
the upper underworld and the still 
lower underworld; women that 
walk at night in the shadows, 
Rrabereites, and the snobology of 
the high class joints where you 
‘shouldn't dance with white shoes 
on. They trade memory gems of 


prehibition when drinking became 
an adventure and intoxication an 
achievement. They write of rude 
times, vintage years and the age 
of chiseiry! They uncover a mul- 
titude of shins, which they kick 
plenty! They give the Bronx 
cackle to everything and everybody 
'and still have space for a favorite 
memory —Texas Guinan! 

Here are a couple of middle- | 








brow guys who know their stuff | 
and their New York. They give | 
you a list of do’s and don'ts, a list 
of backstage phone numbers, eat- 
ing “places, cabarets, names of | 
headwaiters, a glossary of Harlem- 
isms, names of talent scouts, list 
of theatres, ete. They also tell 
you about sex life ‘the latter must | 
be from memory). They even tell | 
you where comfort stations and | 
rest rooms are located, the free 
ones and the pay booths. They 
tell you where to bet on a horse, 
and give you the gimmicks on | 
everything from slot machines to | 
dames! 

“New York Confidential” is} 
packed with information, the sort | 
of information that no visiting Elk | 
lor fireman should be without. We | 
| predict a copy of this book will be | 
'found in the bags of every Ro- 
|tarian, Eik, Moose, Mason, Wood- 
iman of the World and Convention 
| delegate. Joe Laurie, Jr. 


} 
} 














Coast Life With Music 
As if to offset the L. A. Times in 
'its search for circulation with a 
'new afternoon tab edition, some 
'counterpointers have begun count- 
/erpunching with a mag called Life 
With Music. Editor is Richard D. 
Saunders. William J. Perlman, 
once a Broadway playwright and 
during the war with the Army En- 
gineers, is business manager. 

First issue features Jeanette 
MacDon .Id’s return to pix, but as 
a concert singer. Mag runs 64 
pages in first issue and in format 
is halfway between Readers Digest 
ard Time _ First issue carried 
enough advertising to clear $1,000 
over production cost. 

John Baird, Betty Bronson, 
Saunders and Perlman feature 
first edition. There’s even a mus- 
ical crossword puzzle by Olive 
Arnold, voice-teaching wife of Ed- 
ward Arnold. 


CHATTER 


Betty Hutton is going literary 
when she goes to London and is 
signed to write a tale of her adven- 
tures over there for Photoplay 
mag. 

Roy Topper in Hollywood to in- 
terview film toppers for the Chi- 
cago Herald-American. 

Novelist Gerald Kersh, working 
on a book in the Barbados, British 


as an extra in J. Arthur Rank’s 
“Christopher Columbus,” now be- 
ing lensed on that tropical island 
group. . 

Beverly Paterno, cafe socialite- 
singer-daughter of Al Parker, Brit- 
ish talent agent, is dickering with 
a New York paper to byline a 
nightlife column. 

Sportscaster Guy Lebow,'veepee | 
of the Sports Broadcasters Assn., 
readying a tome on Les Patrick 
titled ‘‘Mister Hockey.” 

Foreign film English title in the | 





Herman Weinberg profiled in the 
Sept. Esquire in a piece tagged | 
“The Man in the Title Role.” 
Jacqueline Neben, formerly a 
copywriter with Macfadden Pub-. 
lications, named promotion mana- 
ger for Photoplay mag. | 
harles Bonner finished final 
draft of a new novel, “The Last | 
Romantie,”” which Coward-MecCann 
is publishing next February. 
Helen Cambria  Bolstad, who 
previously handled publicity for 
the Balaban & Katz circuit in Chi- 
cago, shifted to Radio Mirror and 
True Experiences as the mags’ 
midwest editor. 


Pete Martin, Satevepost associate 
editor, wanted to know how it feels | 
to be a film extra and. through the | 
machinations of Metro’s Sam Wood. | 
Eddie Lawrence, Sam Sidman and | 
Billy Grady, he stowed away on 
the “Command Decision” produc- | 
tion. In the current issue, the 





writer concludes, “Gable Can Have 
‘son & Williams Bros., and Joe E. 


It,” meaning his Hollywood ca- 
reer. | 
William Gardner Smith, author | 


“Last of the Conquerors,” is a 
nephew of Charles Gilpin. late dis- 


ed Smith to study dvama and aet- 
ing but, at 21, he is still a student 
at Temple and a member of the 


burgh Courier. 


tiew, roving correspondent for two 
Stockholm dailies, is gathering ma- 
terial for a series of articles about 
the theatre, music and the arts in 





Count Mikel G. A. Schereme- | 


ned for various other American | 


cities. His itinerary is being ar- 
ranged by the American Nationa! 
Theatre & Academy. 


Eric Johnston's book, tentatively | 
titled “We're All In It,” is set for. 


publication by E. P. Dutton & Co. 
Nov. 8. The Motion Picture Assn. 
of America head treats of the need 
for a changed U. S. foreign policy 
that must be shaped to fit a world 
of restless and turbulent people. 


Herb Mayes, the only double- 
featured editor in captivity — he 
edits both Good Housekeeping and 
Cosmopolitan for Hearst—shifts 
back to his N. Y, town house Sept. 
2 following a Connecticut summer. 

Ted Pratt, quondam VARIETY 
mugg, well have his “The Barefoot 
Mailman” in a new edition for the 
Xmas trade. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
publish. Latter also bringing out 


Howard Coggeshaii’s biog of his | 


longtime personal friend, Fred- 
erick W. Goudy, the type-designer, 
for spring publication. 


ABC’s Am. Hour 
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order is for an Oct. 6 teeoff, but 


;/may be set ahead to Sept. 29 to 


preem simultaneously with the re- 


/turn of two other Wednesday night 
|} ABC stars, Bing Crosby and 


Groucho Marx. 

Lennen & Mitchell agency sewed 
up the two-way deal for the ciggie 
outfit. Ironically, Nick Keesely, 
now L&M’s radio director, audi- 
tioned “Hour” last year while on 
Mutual’s sales staff, but was un- 
able to sell it for the web. 

Coming at a time when give- 
aways are racking up the Hoopers, 
but are threatened with a fade un- 
der FCC orders, the OG “Hour” 
splurge revives a show which still 
holds the alltime commercial 
Hooper, 46.9, picked off in °36. 
The TV version also has a smart 


Hooper, having clocked up a 46.8 | 


via WABD, N. Y., for the Gotham 
area. 


Plans are to revive road com- 
panies of “Hour” to tour the coun- 
try. The air show which will 
“salute” a different U. S. city each 


week, also will be travelled month- | 


ly. Emcee on both AM and TV 
will be Ted Mack, who under- 
studied Bowes. 


TV “Hour” has been on Du-| 


Mont since January and had 
Kaiser-Frazer bankrolling for 11 
weeks. OG will take over the 
stanza Qct. 10. Telecast won't be 
simultaneous with ABC's airing, 
the DuMont origination being 
slotted 7-8 Sundays. _ 


OG pacting gave ABC its sixth 


, West Indies, took time off to act | new fall billing ina fortnight. Late 


last week the web signed Army 
Air Forces Recruiting to bankroll 
eight Saturday grid “games of the 
week”’ ‘see separate story). Krank 
Shave Cream has been inked to 
sponsor “Bob Elson on the 20th 


'Century” on 21 Coast stations, 


cross-the-board. Other new orders 
in: Amoco for “Carnegie Hall” at 
%30 Sundays; -Quaker Oats for 
“Challenge of the Yukon” thrice 
weekly at 5 p.m.; Beich Candy for 
“Whiz Quiz” at 10 p.m. Saturdays. 








Saratoga 


Continued from page 1 





police can stage a series of raids 


and close the resort down tight. 
That word may come if it’s found 
that the prevalence of gambling 
may embarass Gov. Dewey's bid 
for the presidency. 


The cafe operators expected a 
dismal season even if casino opera- 
tion was okayed. Prior to the okay, 
the town was generally loaded, but 
there was little spending. The bulk 
of the crowds came early, but 
eschewed cafes. 

The bonifaces feel that the day 
of easy money is over and it will 
be a hard buck from this year in. 

The Piping Rock, for example, 
with a show topped by Kay Thomp- 


Lewis, each getting $7,500, has 


been playing to light crowds. Op- . 
of Farrar, Straus’ soon-dué novel, erator Nat Harris next Monday 


(16) is bringing in Connee Boswel? 
for two weeks to work with Lewis. 


tinguished Negro actor. This start-| She replaces the Thompson act.’ 


Track attendance is generally off 


‘and first week's gate was 9,000 less 


: ++¢-.|than for a similar period last year. 
Philadelphia bureau of the Pitts | Satur dey’n erantd. nn 2280. below 


last year’s first Saturday ‘high for 
that season). Betting was almost 
$690,000 tess than last year. The 
end of the meeting at Monmouth, 
N. J., may bolster attendance here. 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 
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Tombstone, Ariz., Aug. 4. 
The once lowly planters of the dead have been elevated by two emi- 
‘nent novelists recently, both British, and both, if I’m not mistaken, 
|the products of the same Cambridge culture that raised W:nnie Chur- 
chill from the nobility to bricklaying. 

Everybody knows about one of them, Evelyn Waugh, now enjoying 
‘top billing among the best sellers with “The Loved One.” But the 
other is the subject of today’s sermon in ermine. This one formerly 
caught pictures for my Lord Beaverbrook’s Sunday Express, having 
followed Swaff in when the master of the moral sentence moved over 
to the London Herald. His name was Cedric Belfrage. 

Subsequently Sir Ced was demoted to catching legitimate openings 
in London's West End because he had got in the habit of using his 
Sunday double-truck as a sort of concrete mixer into which he tossed 
practically all British and most American pictures. 

Previous to being elevated to Beavie’s ace axeman, Belfrage had 
corresponded from Hollywood for the rotogravured rags which passed 
‘for fan mags in London in those days. Then one day he ran into Sam 
Goldwyn who, fetched by his American mind and his British accent, 
decided that here was just the boy to keep Goldwyn’s pictures booming 
in the foreign market. 

It was in the capacity of Sam's stooge that I first met Sir Cedric. 


He dated me for a luncheon at the Ivy up St. Martin’s Lane, missed 
, the date and was amazed to the point of undying admiration to dis- 
cover that I had get in to see the premiere of “Whoopee,” without 


either his aid or interference. ° 
But Is It International? 

We struck up such a solid Anglo-American alliance that any time 
after that Sir Ced was barred from a show he called on me to get into 
the house by means known only to those of us who held international 
cards in Gate Crashers Local No. 7—the lucky one. 

I turned my back for a while and the next thing I knew he was dating 
Molly Castle. She was Beavie’s femme feature-writer. Hearst was 


interested in her, too, in those days. Beavie himself wanted to marry, 


her, but Sir Ced beat the boss’s time—a fast one that endeared him to 
nobody. - 

For this heart attack Sir Ced was reduced to such peonage in the 
Beaverbrook menage that he decided to pull-up stakes and look for a 
place where the profit-motive was less sleazy. In fact he went around 
the world looking for such a lotus-eating land, but each time he de- 
cided to settle down he felt the thorns of the old order sticking in his 
rump and had to move on. 

He salvaged all these disillusioning experiences under the title of 
“Away From It All,” a buoyant book which was picked by one of the 
book clubs in New York. The royalties enriched him sufficiently to 
make another try at world-travel in the company of Molly Castle, now 
his wife. 

Molly meanwhile received an invitation to spend a weekend at San 
‘Simeon. She asked if she might bring her husband. This plainly was 
a surprise to the lord of San Simeon, but he consented. 

Meeting Marion Davies on one of the terraces the next morning was 
Sir Ced’s greatest test of courage. No one had panned her pictures 
harder. He expected to be tossed to the wild animals that were used 
as a sort of moat around San Simeon in those days. He has always 
considered it a high mark in civilization that all concerned acted as if 
it were the first time any of them had ever met. In brief, everybody 
was gracious, polite, hospitable. 

Then Sir Ced found himself in the role of screen writer at Universal 
for a while. Between pictures he wrote a book on an earlier Holly- 
wood. It was called “Promised Land” and has remained a secret to 
this day. London liked it but no one in New York would publish it. 

After that he ran magazines that represented his own highly civilized 
| point of view, and even went down with a ghastly attack of poisoning 
because he didn't know that you should never touch certain ivy or oak 

in California, let alone burn it and breathe its fumes. 
| J suspect that cured him of playing country gentleman in California. 
Sir Ced Goes Underground | 

Came the war years and one night I found myself in New York at a 
Fanny Holtzmann soiree surrounded by the top level of Anglo-American 
amity. I suspect Fanny hoped I'd sell my own unquestioned talents 
into a key-position of the war-behind-the-war, but what I did instead 
, was to sell Sir Ced as the ideal guy to pump warm blood into the 

hands-across-the-sea-thing. By then he had become an American citi- 
zen, a heresy itself in the eyes of most British subjects, but I pointed 
out that this made him an idea! liaison officer during the alliance. 

The next thing I knew Sir Ced, his family and his Negro nursemaid, 
were being transported from Hollywood to New York on British funds. 


After that he went underground, and I didn’t hear from him again until . 


the conquest of Cologne was un fait accompli, where he ran into 
Madeleine Carroll who was also on official business among the ruins. 
Assigned to screen Nazis out of the literati, he fell upon a cache of 
linen-backed war maps in a kraut print shop and proceeded to bat out 
a continental edition of his “Away From It All” on the backups of the 
loot. By now the edition has become a collector’s item. 
In time he got back to the land of his adoption and rejoined his family 
at Finney Farm at Croton-on-the-Hudson. : 
_ I had expected to see Sir Ced hit the bookstalls with a sequel! to his 
original best-seller, called, this time, “Into It All.” But what had issued 
forth instead is this “Abide With Me,” a novel about the drive and 
gusto that goes into the biz of embalming. 

Prodding my elephantine ears I seached back 10 years and remem- 
bered his telling me he was working on such a book under the title of 
“Man Upside Down On Horseback.” How he could pump either life 
or humor into such pathology was beyond me. He must have tired of 
trying, for he brought out another book in its place called “South of 


God.” 
Race to the Swift 

Then about a year ago Evelyn Waugh was dispatched to see if “Brides- 

_head Revisited” would be something for Lana Turner. While waiting 
around for the Metro high command to say “no can do,” Waugh ran 
over to Glendale and gasped at the glories of Forest Lawn. Life mag 
spread Waugh’'s first reactions to this burial ground over several pages. 
It must have reminded Belfrage that he had been first in the field and 
had better get busy on his own anatomy of melancholy. 

Thus between Waugh’s piece in Life and “The Loved One” on the 
same morbid subject, Belfrage moved in with “Abide With Me,” which 
is also definitely not for pix. Still, since embalming is the high water 
mark of Ameriean civilization and the exploitation of the loved ones 

; beyond their numbered years on earth is peculiar to the American 
scene ‘a burial costs nine cents in parts of Mexico) it might entertain 
such ghouls as found fun at Montmartre’s Grand Guignol. 

I next heard that Sir Ced was ensconced on the 23rd floor of 401 

Broadway working on an item mysteriously labeled “Publication W,” 
J. W. Gitt, publisher. My own counter-espionage system soon gave me 
the run-down on Gitt. He's the boy that William Allen White thought 
he was, the editor of that world-famed York (Pa.) Gazette. But what 
was he doing in New York? 

Operatives reported that the “W”" did not stand for “War” but for 

“Weekly” and that Gitt was working on a newsmag to offset Time. In 
fact I learned they were thinking of reversing Time’s whole picture. 
They were going to call the weekly “Emit”. 

But by now saner hands are in control and the book will come out 
under the title of National Gazette. The editor, to the surprise of 
everybody except my constant readers, will be none other than our 
old happy warrior, Cedric Belfrage. 


By Frank Scully exsvretisiesenel 




























ser ~ 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 11, 1948 















} way 
Don” Sylvio, maestro at Bill 
Bertolotti’s. to Coast Aug. 14. 


N. Y’s Golden Jubilee committee, | 
attended opening night of new| 
show at Music Hall last Thursday | 
(5) to see new stage revue. “Jubi- | 


lee” that salutes Manhattan’s 50th 


Kay Coulter, manager of Re-) anni. 


hearsal Club, vacationing in Can- 
ada. 

Douglas Fairbanks Jr. and 
Yvonne de Carlo off to Europe this 
week. 

Fred Schader now doing public- 
ity for , Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo. 

Dr. Lionel Auster, w.k. in show 
business, preemed new Sth avenue 
offices. ; 

Wally (ASCAP) Downey to South 
America next month on company 
business. 

Douglas Field back from Eng- 
land and has gone on to L. A. He’s 
concert manager. 


Thomas Heggen (“Mr. Roberts” 
author) to Europe on a special as- 
signment for Life mag. 


M. A. Schlesinger, South African 
circuit owner, due in on the Queen 
Mary tomorrow (Thurs.) 


Vet thesp Arthur B. Walsh out 
of a Canadian hospital after a two- 
year siege, and convalescing at 
home. 

Francis Robinson, who has been 
handling press for Tanglewood this 
summer, is going out ahead of 
“Medea.” 

Mary McNally, Tony’s Trouville 
pianist who did music for Canadian 
service show, “Meet the Navy,” 
pencilling midwest tour. 

Jerry Hoffman, p.a.ing “Velvet 
Touch,” back to the Coast this 
weekend via a Frisco stopoff, after 
first setting eastern campaigns. 


Karen Lewis, songstress in one 
of the “Oklahoma!” road compa- 
nies, left the show to undergo a 
tonsilectomy at Le Roy Sanitarium. 


Nov. 1 has been set for the 
nuptials of Renee Carroll, famed 
Sardi’s hatcheck custodian, to 
Louis Schonceit, the ticket broker. 

Igor Schwetzoff, ballet master 
who has been in Rio the last 18 
months organizing the Youth Ballet 
there, arrived back in N. Y., Mon- 
day (9). . 


Al Daff, asst. foreign sales man- 
ager of Universal, showing off his 
new English bride. Supposedly a 
“secret,” but now pretty much an 
open one. 


Mort Blumenstock, Warner Bros. 
pub-ad chief, returned Monday (9) 
after setting up world preem cam- 
paign for “Two Guys From Texas” 
in San Antonio. 

Alan C. Collins, head of Curtis 
Brown, Ltd., literary agents, planes 
to New York from Paris Sunday 
(15) after completing a one-month 
tour of the continent. 

Pianist-lecturer Henry L. Scott 
elected prez of American Com- 
munity Theatre Corp. Latter spe- 
cializes in solo dates for talent in 
community theatre series. 

Agent Al Rogers has separated 
from his wife, Roey. A disclaimer 

. for debts incurred by Mrs. Rogers 
appeared last week in the Personals 
column of the N. Y. Times. 

_ Victoria, dark for repairs, has a 
sign on marquee reading: “Through 
these portals pass the world’s best 
mechanics,” ‘also mentions the 
house’s addition of 400 seats. 

Sammy Cohen (UA foreign pub- 
lieity director) celebrating 25th 
anniversary with 10-day trip to 
Canada and Niagara Falls where 
they spent their honeymoon. 

Gabe Heatter gabbing from Lido 


Beach Club for rest of season; his | 


mike set up in hotel suite. Also 
there: producer Lewis J. Singer, 
ere d.a. Burton Turkus, 
et al. 

Chappell will publish songs from 
the forthcoming Monte Proser- 
Ned Litwack produced musical, 
“Heaven on Earth,” with music by 
Jay Gorney, lyrics by Barry 
Trivers. 

Max E. Youngstein, Eagle Lion's 
ad-pub veepee, shoved off yester- 
day (Tues.) on the fifth leg of a 
swing through EL’s 31 film ex- 
changes. His next stopuff New 
Orleans. 

Film actress Jayne Meadows 
planed out for Rome Saturday (7) 
where she will marry Milton Krims, 
scripter now working on picturiza- 
tion in Italy of 20th-Fox’s “Prince 
of Foxes.” 

Paramount’s Wanda Hendrix 
clippered out Sunday (8) for Rome 
and 20th-Fox’s “Prince of Foxes” 
which is being filmed there by di- 
rector Henry King. Miss Hendrix 
is on loanout from her home lot. 

Mrs. Ruby Schinasi to Cage Cod 
with the Judge William T. Col- 
linses prior to heading for a 
Malibu vacation with her daughter, 
Bubbles (Mrs. Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr., wife of the Metro producer). 

Nick Matsoukas, Skouras The- 
atres publicist, is exec-secretary of 
the National Committee of 13 
Superstition and Fear 

ch opens a 13-day exhibition 
_ Friday (13) at the Museum of Nat- 


> SSlayor  Wittiam ' O'D d 
ae or am "Dwyer an 


A. Whalen, chairman of 





Las Vegas 
Producer Bill Pine (& Thomas) 
scanning area for film location. 


Bill Powell’s missus, Diane, vis- 
iting show-booker sister Maxine. 


| With “The Velvet Touch” (RKO) | vith Bill fiying up from Hollywood 


| preem set back until Sept. 25, the 
| Frederick Brissons (Rosalind Rus- 
sell) returned to Beverly Hills, on 
account of their baby. Pic is their 


return east for the opening at the 
Palace. 

The Tom McKnights (Marjorie 
Davies) back to the Coast after an 
eastern vacation while “Beulah,” 
the radio program he produces, is 
on its summer layoff. McKnight 
with Mort Lewis also scripted soine 
sketches for the Shuberts’ proposed 
“Ziegfeld Follies.” 

More than 50 Lamps guested on 
the Dalzell Towing Co.’s Daizei- 
laird, by courtesy of John L. 
Sullivan, chief dispatcher and 
company manager, who took the 
showfolk Sunday (8) on a “trip to 
nowhere” up the Hudson. Break- 
fast, steak dinner, an al fresco show 
and supper comprised the program. 

Al Horwits, Universal’s eastern 
publicity manager, garners a bou- 
quet of posies from Bob Considine 
in the latter’s article on Philly 
baseball manager Connie Mack in 
the current issue of Life. Mack, 
according to Considine, threatened 
to resign a few years ago unless he 
'won his point—the hiring of Hor- 
wits, then a Philly baseball writer, 
as publicity manager for the Ath- 


letics. 
Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 
Phil Spitalny and the missus 


vacashing at Hyde Park hotel. 


Al Brandts (of the Brandt film 
chain) celebrated wedding anni 
last Thursday. 

Carl Ravazza into Clover Club 
Wednesday (11). Guy Rennie, fol- 
lows in Aug. 25. 

Jack Geldman» claims to have 
Danny Thomas set for winter date 
at his Clover Club. 


E. M. Loew sez Abbott & Cos- 
tello will play his Latin Quarter, 
Palm Island, in February. 


Colonial Inn, where the annual 
take from gaming tables ran into 
millions in past seasons, on block 
since court ruled against gambling 
in that area. 

Hotels filled with Latinos and 
summer tourists but bars, hotels 
and most niteries getting slim 
play. Only consistent moneymaker 
is Five O’Clock club. 

Reps of Cab Calloway and Joe 
Louis reported dickering for an 
island site off Hollywood (north of 
Miami) for hotel and apartment 


house colony’ exclusively for 
Negroes. 
Stockholm 
By Sven G. Winquist 
“Soldat Bomm” (“Bomm, — the 


Soldier’) is the title of the newest 
Nils Poppe production. 


Actor-director Hasse Ekman re- 
cently finished his new film, “Re- 
turn Of Little Martha” and went 
to Paris for a vacation. 


Cirkusteatern, newest theatre 
here, will open Sept. 8 with ““Tam- 
ing of a Shrew.” Barbro Kollberg 
and Ake Ohberg are starred. 


German production company, 
Ondia Film A. G., is planning a film 
about the 18th century Swedish 
author Karl Mikael Bellman, Di- 
rector is Werner Illing. 


_ Three Swedish films, “It is Rain- 
ing On Our Love,” “The Swedish 
Tiger” and “The Flowering Fields,” 
have been sent*to the Czech Film 
Festival in Marianske Lazne. 

Sandrew-Bauman Film _ prepar- 
ing film titled “Jungfrun Pa Jung- 
frusund” (“The Maid Of Jungfru- 
sund”). Ragnar Arfvedsson is di- 
recting. Sickan Carlsson and Ake 
Soderblom are starred. 


Atlantic City 
~ By Joe W. Walker 

Nat Brandwynne Orch into Ho- 
tel Brighton. 

Mindy Carson into Bath and 
Turf with Jackie Small. 

Illinois Jacquet Orch in for one 
nighter at Walter Dream. 

rancis Renault and Frency 
Martin into Jockey Club. 

Olsen & Johnson top Steel Pier 
vaude this week, with Woody 
Herman in ballroom. 

Janet Blair and Francis Lederer, 
here in “For Love or Money,” 
given nice reception. 

Auditorium theatre offering 
“Anna Lucasta” this week instead 
of "Life with Father,” originally 
skedded. 

Cab Calloway set for Orsatti’s, 
Somers Point, Aug. 20. Louis 











On arm tenn ee 


Prima to follow. Spot playing to 
capacity crowds weakends. 


ee ee ne Ping Cee, 


weekends. 


Walter Winchell’s aide, Ed 
Weiner, who authored “The Damon 


Flamingo with the missus. 

Bob Crosby flew in from N. Y. and 
lingered so long he had narrow 
squeak in making his CBS Camp- 
|bell Soup show in Hollywood. 
| Jimmy Welter, old-time ‘referee 
and fighter, new LV resident. He 
‘has refereed such aqutstanding 
| fighters as Joe Louis, Kingfish Lev- 
| insky, and Gene Tunney. 

Tony Martin, who wowed Lon- 
|don recently, is now stellar singing 
|attraction at Flamingo,-with Dick 
Stabile imported from coast to han- 
dle baton for Hal Pruden’s band. 

Wedding anni of six months cel- 





heads Blum’s Candy Corp. and she 


to wed. Pair chartered plane in 
from San Francisco. 

Foster McClanahan, of the Dallas 
oil fortune, back at this spa with 
his bride, the former Terry Bolton. 
Nice twist on this romance is that 


famed Little Church of the West 
when Foster vacationed here last 
winter. 

Herb Jeffries, formerly of Duke 
Ellington’s band, is “out of action” 
this week as top draw of Club 
Bingo show after plane crackup. 
Jeffries and “Chuck” 


gency landing. 


Last Frontier by McCarthy & Far- 
rell’s satire on disc jockeys. 


from Horace Heidt. 


Ben Lessy, comedy duo, follow | 


top spot. Bob Millar, his piano, and | 
sweet music orch here until Sept | 
14. The puppet act of Walton & | 
O’Rourke, and Di Gatano dance | 
team, complete the Roundup Room | 
show. 

French stage star Marguerite | 
Doree (a former baroness) at El 
Rancho to divorce Norman C.) 
Senior of Beverly Hills. She and 
brother only members of family to 
survive war. Since evacuation at 
Dunkirk she’s dreamed of Amer- 
ican citizenship—has now applied 
for papers. | 

Three new resort hotels under- 
way on Las Vegas’ famed “Strip”: 
Joe. Smoot, who promoted Hialeah | 
and Santa Anita, and partner Jack | 
Dempsey, are drilling artesian | 
water well—the first step—for | 
their Hacienda. The Thunderbird, | 
slated for Sept. opener, has had its | 
swimming pool christened by ig- | 
patient guests. Wilbur Clark is) 
leasing back, for 30 years, the half- | 
finished Desert Inn which he sold) 
last week to the Palos Verdes Corp | 
for $500,000. He’ll gen’l mgr, the 
new spa beginning, he hopes, in 
February. 


| 
| 
| 





Tokyo 


Bandleader Hiroshi Watanabe 
celebratea the second anniversary 
of his aebut, leading his “Star | 
Dusters” on the roof of Tokyo’s Dai 
Ichi Hotel, U. S. officers billet. 

Employees of the Toho Motion 
Picture and Theatrical Co., strike- | 
bound for there months, have, 
formed an “anti-Communist” un-.| 
ion which the management says it | 
will deai with. | 

Edward Simmel, v.p. of Simmel- | 
Meservey Co., Coast film produc- | 
ers, in Tokyo for 60 days as con-. 
sultant to SCAP’s Civil Informa-. 
tion and Education Section on pro- | 
duction and distribution of films. | 

Takarazuka’s all-girl opera. 
troupe has run afoul of Japan's 
new Labor Standard Law. The 
gals play a 30-day run and take | 
five days off. Law _ stipulates | 
workers must receive one holiday 
a week. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 

Jean Dalrymple planed to the 
west coast. 

Richard Mealands on a motor 
trip to Maine. 

John Conte vacationing here 
before “Allegro” tour. 

Philip Barry and frau guests 
here of Theresa Helburn. 

Edith Behrens of Columbia Rec- 
ords bought a house here. 

Richard and Dorothy Rodgers 
visiting Jean Dixon at Gloucester, 
Mass. . 

Peggy French to New York for 
rehearsals of “Town House” for. 








Max Gordon. 


Gladys Swarthout off to the ti 


own indie production. Brisson may | Runyon Story”, resting up at the) 


Coast after completing eastern | 


| summer dates. 


Ruth Chatterton opened to good | 


business in “The Little Foxes” at 
Ridgefield Playhouse (9). oe 
_ Eddie Knill of the John C. Wil-| 
son office giving “Perfect Pitch” | 
the onceover at the Country Play-| 
house. rie 
_ Georgie Tapps, former musical | 
comedy and nightclub dancer, | 
breaking in new concert program. 


Hollywood 


Al Rogell vacationing at Del Mar. 

June Allyson laid up with bron- 
chitis. 

Tim Holt east to start a rodeo 


Arlene Dahl injured in auto ac- 
cident. . 

Jimmy Durante to Dei Mar for 
the races. 

Samuel Goldwyn to Lake Tahoe 


ebrated by the Fred Levys—he | 


gave up film career as Marian Carr | 


Terry was Wedding Director of the | 


Fredericks, | 
personal pilot for actor Mickey | 
Rooney, walked away from emer- | 


Eddie Peabody followed at Hotel | 
Patsy |} 


Ross headlines the Kathryn Duffy lh 
Dancers’ “Footlight Parade” revue, | account of procrastination on the | 
to Dick Mulliner’s music, on new | changes 
orch formed by three pull-aways | ment. 
At Rancho Vegas, Patti Moore & | international film festival. 


harmonica virtuoso Larry Adler in | to 


here. Surrounded by small com-) for yacation. 


pany topped by Elen Longone, = Jsabelita changed her film name 
formerly of the Chicago Civic to Leta Baron. 
Opera. Sir C. Aubrey Smith celebrated 


Broadwayites seeing “Perfect his 85th birthday. 
Pitch,” the new Spewack comedy; [Lena Horne ordered by doctor 
at the Country Playhouse: John to take a long rest. 
Golden, Winifred Lenihan, Nanette Spyros Skouras in town for con- 
Fabray, Patsy Ruth Miller, Mike ferences at 20th-Fox. 
Mok, Ralph Bellamy, Fannie Fer-| Robert Warwick celebrated his 
ber Fox, Mary Martin, Ben Hecht, | 45th year in show biz. 
Lawrence Tibbett, Rose Franken Gene Baylos booked into the Ta- 
and Arline Francis. |hoe Biltmore in September. 
| Jeanette MacDonald set for Hol- 
| lywood Bowl concert Aug. 17. 
Ken Curtis galloping south and 
east on a six-week stage tour. 
Gene Autry planed in after five 
| days of rodeo riding in Great Falls, 
Mont. 
Melvin Douglas to Dallas to plug 
“Blandings’ Dream 





Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
35 Blvd. Montparnasse 


Gladys and Manny Robinson in 
England, and Eddie back in Cannes | : 
after trip to Paris. jopening of 

Edith Piaf doing a one-night | House. os) 
‘appearance at Chez Carrere. Greer Garson in from a vacation 

Cynda Glenn giving the 0.0. to t0 make a trailer for Julia Mis- 
several real estate propositions be-| behaves”) 
fore hopping to Riviera, Rome and Ruth Hussey and Bob Longe- 
Germany. necker celebrated their sixth wed- 


: " : ; ‘| ding anni. 

I sgee er Pe -nclg making a pic Guy Madison and Florence Bates 
Francois Jardel to Mexico. | to San Antonio for personal ap- 
Lacy Kastner taking a solo mo- sags rire F - ki ; 

tor trip while Priscilla and the! ,,%2¢dues Francois = making his 

Marchioness of Coninck are on| Hollywood, bow in The Barkleys 

Mrs. Booth’s farm near Chantilly. | °f Broadway.” 

Oscar and Clara Straus guests of |, 14a Koverman took over her new 
| Mrs. Gielgud for a month = ” a member of the Municipal 
| 3 a rt Commission. 
wont ag ee A ee her | A. Pam Blumenthal and Karl 

The Gerald Mayers still in Paris | et a a New York for Film 
: ; ’! Classics huddfes. 

aving cancelled their sailing on | Harry Kurnitz fakin g ‘a Paris 

: * ~ | vacation after producing some five 

in Blum-Byrnes agree ‘films Pow Warners, 

: oe Nolan, in charge of commit- 

Rupert Allan to Venice for the | ments at RKO, hospitalized at 

Jean Hellman, before hopping | Santa Barbara with internal infec- 


N. Y., arranging to have his dis- ion. : 
pute with the newsreel syndicate, | Charles P. Skouras will be pre- 


|which objected to his releasing a 'sented with the Great Heart award 


short on bicycle race, \by the Variety Club of Southern 


Cc “1 @ | California.. — 
png so thick “ees, Cornel Wilde collapsed on the 


taken to 


| you walk on them. Jacques M. Fath | Columbia lot, causing a week's de; 


opening, staged in his garden after | mg ie the Abaing Of tne Lovers.” 


dinner, was more like a social func- | ,.tthur E. Miller, 40 years a cam- 


tion than a business ' | eraman and three-time Oscar win- 
Edith Burger, Swiss — singer ner, is lensing his 178th feature, 


| borscht circuit spots. 


back on the job again after a tus-'| 


died following’ scratches inflicted, T'Ye® Wives,” at 20th-Fox. 


by a cat. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
im Bellamy is the new man- 
a3 ahd te 
ew Stone, former announcer at 
WPIT, joined staff of WPGH. . 
Pete Schloss, boss of WWSW, 


London 


Frank Marlowe’s Palladium suc- 
cess has led to offer of lead in West 
End musical. 

John Firman, chief of Feldman’s 
music publishing house, to New 
York Sept. 8. 

Binnie Hale temporarily out of 
cast of “Four, Five, Six” following 





planed to Jamaica for couple of | 
weeks. 

Mrs. Jack Kahn, wife of WB. 
publicist, okay again and out of. 
hospital. 

verett Thorner back in town’) 
for UA drum-beating “Time of | 
Your Life.” 

Booker Ralph Harrison checked | 
out of Presbyterian Hospital after | 
observation. 

Karl Krug, drama critic, will | 
vacation between mountains and) 
Broadway shows. 

Dan Schmidt, barrister-hypno- | 


tist, spending summer _ working | 


Cliff Daniel, manager of WCAE, 


sle with virus pneumonia. 
Jerry Wayne into Copa this. 


| week for, first nitery date follow-. 


ing wash up of his radio show. 
Mrs. Mike Cullen rejoined 

Loew s division manager in Louis- 

ville after visiting with friends, 





Mexico City 


‘ By D. L. Grahame 
oe Acre the 
een new manager of 

Pearl Primus and her “Dark 
Rhythms” headlini 
pag adlining at the Teatro 

Mrs. Vincente Palmeri, wife of 
the U-I manager, re ‘ 
an operation g covering from 

elp of radio station 
Guadalajara, strinking for a wex 
pay hike—$1 to $2 (U.S.) a day. 

Cine Regis 900-seater, reopened 
after facelifting and joined the 
Golden Chain indie cinema circuit 

Mauricio de la Serna, producer- 
partner of Dolores del Rio for her 
pix in Mexico, recovered from a 
long siege of Malta fever. 

Azteca, one of the big four of 
local pic studios, which recently 
had a $1,000,000 fire, is being given 
a facelift with modern equipment 

Shakes are’s “A ummer 
Night’s eam” in Spanish did 
eight weeks boff trade at the gov- 
ernment’s Palace of Fine Arts (Na- 





onal Theatre), 


internal operation. 

“The Linden Tree” (Duchess) 
passes 400 mark; “Off the Record,” 
(Piccadilly) scores 500. 

Hildegarde due here mid-August 
to record series of radio programs 
for Harry Alan Towers. 

_ Patricia Roc off to Paris to star 
in French speaking film. Educated 
in Paris, Pat is bilingual. 

Frank Shaw appointed publicity 
chief of Transatlantic, now filming 
the Hitchcock opus, “Under Capri- 
corn. 

Mildred (Mrs. Robert) Consi- 
dine in Switzerland till Aug. 15 
when she meets INS’ Bob Consi- 
dine in Paris. 

Francis L. Sullivan planning 
New York trip to talk with Metro 
on role of Nero in “Quo Vadis,” to 
be filmed in Rome. 

Charles Boyer sailed Saturday 
(7) after three-day yisit, but is re- 
turning next month to film “The 
Romantic Age” at Teddington. 

Executors of J. M. Sygne, Irish 
playwright, have given Leonard 
Salzedo full rights to adapt “Deir- 
dre of the Sorrows” into an opera. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Comeback of vaudeville rumored 
for Loew’s State here. 

Borsellino’s Club being remodel- 
ed for Sept. 2 reopening. 

Geneva-on-the-Lake’s _strawhat 
folded; not enough biz for 1,700- 
capacity house. 

Jack Gluck, local com 
four songs waxed b our Aces 
a-capella group for Decca. 

Wife of William F. McDermott, 
drama critic of Plain Dealer here, 
joined him in Paris last week. 

Alan Schneider, casting director 
of New York Theatre, Inc., direct- 
ing plays for Cain Park strawhat. 

Milt Krantz started his ticket 
subscription plan, which other 
legit houses have copied, for his 
eighth season at Hanna. 

Higgins, scenic designer of 
Cleveland 500 Operetta Co., in Los 
Angeles to see Gertrude Niesen in 
“Anything Goes” which she will 
also do here this winter for the 500. 


ser, had 
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- CHARLES BRYANT |his wife, Geraldine Ross 

Charles Bryant, 67, retired actor and a brother, Earl Sona ead 
and former husband and leading, Murphy spent 35 years in vaude- 
man of the late Alla Nazimova, died | ville and headlined shows on the 
at Mt. Kiseo, N. Y., Aug. 7. _Keith-Orpheum and other circuits 

A player of romantie leading as 4 comedian, singer and emcee. 
roles when a young man, Bryant Between bookings he operated res- 
jater became well known as a |taurants, starting with Murphy's 
character actor, and had appeared | Cellar in New York during prohibi- 
in many Shakespearean produc- tion. He established the House of 
tions. His last appearance was in) Murphy in Hollywood 11 years ago. 
1937 in “Yes, My Darling Daugh-| As a film actor his career began 
ter.” jin 1935 with a role in “Broadway 

Bryant. who was credited with | Gondolier at Warners. Other films 


| director, died Aug. 3. 


C She had 
| been making a motor trip to At- 
lantic City, when stricken and died 
at the wheel. 

Before her marriage Mrs. Hern- 
don had appeared in several of her 
husband's productions under name 
of Ann Walker. Her husband is 
currently directing productions at 
os Little theatre, Beach Haven, 





_ IRWIN D. SETZER 

Irwin D. Setzer, 47, producer of 
| the first “Jaycee Jollies” in Char- 
jlotte in 1946, died suddenly of a 
| heart attack at his home in Char- 
| lotte, N. C., Aug. 8. 

Setzer was with National Screen 
Service in Charlotte, and prior to 





|that with the Joe Bren Productions | tims, including shots of newborn theatre manager and son of Andy 


,0f Chicago and Hartford Produc- | 





? ba > a in which he appeared were “The 
helping Nazimova to learn English, | Case- Against Mrs. Ames,” “Hidea- | tions. 
way Girl.” “Nancy Steele Is Miss- 
ing,” “Girl of the Golden West” 
and “Shine on Harvest Moon.” He 


appeared opposite her from i912 
to 1923 in such hits as “Bella 

” “Ception Shoals,” “Hedda | 
Gabler” and “Dagmar.” 

For a time he was with her in 
motion pictures, including “Reve- 
lation,” and directed several of 
her films. Among other pictures 
in which he played were “The | 
Brat,” “Out of the Fog,” “The Red | 
Lantern” and “Stronger Than) 
Death.” 

Born in England, he made his | 
first appearance on the London | 
stage in 1901 at the Garrick thea- | 
tre. in Pinero’s “Iris.” Later he | 
enacted major roles with Forbes- | 
Robertson. Cyril Maude = and) 
Arthur Bourchier. 

He came to the U. S. in 1912 to} 
play in “Bella Donna.” Subse-- 


pasi iour years. 


C. R. REAGAN 

C. R. Reagan, 56, former asso- 
ciate chief of the motion picture 
bureau of Office of War Informa- 
tion and more recently prexy of 
Film Council of America, died in 
Paris, July 31. 

Reagan had gone to the French 
capital to attend the UNESCO 
meet, 





He was an_- organizer and 
first president of the National As- 
sociation of Visual Education 
Dealers. 


In 1942, he went to Washington 


Maurice JF. Speiser 


(Aug. 5 


. 1948) 


A Man to Remember 


quently he appeared here in “That 
Short.’ “Driven” and “War 
Brides.” 

After an interlude in pictures 
he produced and appeared in “Dag- 
mar” in 1923 and “The Right to 
Kill” four years kater. He played 
in “And So to Bed” in 1927. 

He leaves his second wife, the 
former Marjorie Gilhooley; a son 
and daughter. 








FRANK WITMARK 

Frank Witmark, 70, youngest of 
the six brothers engaged in music 
publishing business of M. Witmark 
& Sons, died Aug. 3 in Weehawken, 
N. J.. where he had been visiting 
friends. He had made his home in 
New York city with his brother, 
Jay, and a sister, Mrs. Joseph A. 
Klein. 

Witmark was not among the. 
brothers who founded the firm. | 
They were the late Julius and Isa- | 
dore, and Jay. He was taken into | 
the business later and composed | 
Because all the! 





music for it. 
brothers were minors when the | 
firm was founded, the name of 


their father was used in its-title. 


In 1929 the company was taken | 
over by Warner Bros. and is now | 
i part’ of the Music Publishers | 

olding Corp. with which Harms. 


_Ow!. 


b 


VAL SHERRY 





to heip organize the National Of- 
fice of War Information 16m 
Advisory Committee. He took part 
in establishing the OWI non-theat- 
rical service of more than 300 out- 
lets by serving as field adviser in 
the use of 16m films in the 
Bureau of Motion Pictures of th 





WALTER V. COYLE 


Walter V. Coyle. 60, former 


| actor, died at his home in Freeport, 


L. L, Aug. 3. 

Coyle, who began his career as 
an actor at the age of 21, appeared 
on the stage with his wife, Alice 
Murrell Coyle, for more than 20 
years. They appeared in ‘Mon- 


In loving memory of 
My Dear Wife 


MAUDE RYAN 


(August 15, 1935) 
CHAS INNESS 





| tana,” “Heir to Hoorah” and other | 


age plays. 


st 
Later he was connected with 





FRANKIE ST. JOHN 
Frankie St. John LeFevre, 77, 


had been inactive in pictures for | vet performer of yesteryear team 


+ LeFevre & St. John, died July 
| She was member of Boston Ideal 
| Opera Co. and later appeared in 
Davey Crockett,” “On the Sahara” 
,and Charles Hoyt’s “A Bunch of 
Keys.” _She married Johnny Le- 
|Fevre and played in act with him 
‘for 25 years Latter survives. 


LEROY SITTIG 


_| wavering out to the upstairs or 





~ . ; 











ee 


. 
Canadian-Made 
Continued from page 1 


nurses are in attendance for each 
performance. This was hard to be- 
lieve at beginning of first week and 
had to be actually witnessed. Per 








MARRIAGES © 


' Claudia Pinza © Png In- 
_dianapotis, Aug. 4. Bride is opera~ 
and concert singer and daughter of 
Evio Pinza, Metrepera basso; he’s. 
former secretary to Pinza. 

Claire Klar to Leo Shull, Corn- 
‘wall, Con., Aug. 8. Bride is legit 
actress; he’s publisher of Actors 





performance, some 30 to 5@ are | Cues, theatrical tip sheet. 
<eeli y in their seats or Cepta. Cullen to Lieut. Richard 
ee oe ae 'Patrick Gower, Dublin, Ireland, 


‘July 30. Bride is ballet mistress 


=n . od 
downstairs lobby either out or I sad Irish Baile taias Sounder. 


a fainting condition to make the | 


‘ : ‘eaen.| Pauline Howe to Carloc Caiati, 
pore ge neg like-an advance casu |Las Vegas, Aug. 7. She's Para- 


; mount commissary hostess; he’s 
Film story itself is treated with studio scenic artist. 

taste and restraint but it’s the| Mildred Miles to Wallace Bat- 

clinical sequences of syphilis vic- tiston, Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. He's a 






syphilitic babies, that has the cus- | Battiston, Pitt exhibitor. 


tomers, including 250-pound males, 


Mary Miofsky to Al Fiore, Chi- 


keeling over. Other sequence deal- |cago, Aug. 8. He’s member of the 


ing with the birth of a baby also 
affects the women spectators. How- 
ever, film has been endorsed and 
recommended by all Protestant 
and Catholie denominational groups 
in Canada, plus the Salvation 
Army, after it was privately 
screened for them, and there have 
been no censorship troubles. Fan 
mail is also coming in daily com- 


| mending the film. 


Phenomenon, though, is_ those 


| long lineups not currently enjoyed 


LeRoy Sittig, 43, member of the | by any other filmhouse here. 


Orrin Tuckey band, died July 31 
in Denver, Colo. 

He was a native of Youngstown 
and formerly played with the 
Beachcomber Band in that city and 
Gene Krupa’s band before joining 
Tucker. 

His wife, a son, parents, brother, 
and sister survive. 

A. B. MORRISON 

A. B. Morrison, 77, dean of 
Memphis theaire managers, died 
at his home Aug. 2. He was ill 
for the past six years. 

He managed some of Memphis’ 
theatres of the old vaude and legit 
era, and prior to his retirement in 
1942, managed the Warner house 
for 10 years. 

He leaves his wife and a sister. 





ROBERT C. BRUCE 

Robert C. Bruce, 63, cameraman 
director and producer since 1915, 
died in Hollywood, Aug. 6. He was 
one of pioneers of early days of 
technicolor. 

Besides wife, Mrs. Helen Bruce, 
two sons, daughter, brother and 
sister survive him. 





«CHARLES C. PERRY 

Charles C. Perry, 58, fdérmer 
vaude performer and press rep for 
Paramount Pictures in southern 
Ohio aanw- died in Cincinnati, 
Aug. 4. 

Before joining Paramount he had 
represented United Artists in Phil- 
adelphia for many years. 





NED DANDY 

Ned Dandy, 60, screenwriter and 
former burlesque comedian, died 
in Hollywood, Aug. 8, after a heart 
attack. 

He went to Hollywood 11 years 
ago, and freelanced- after writing 
stint for Columbia Pictures. 





SAM LANDERS 
Sam Landers, 61, pioneer motion 
picture cameraman, died Aug. 5 
at his home in Hollywood. 
| He worked with the late David 
'Wark Griffith and other early 
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Universal Pictures and the old Bio- ‘producers and retired five years 
“graph, In recent years he was con- tgp because of failing health. 





Remick and World Music Corp. also an industria! film concern, in New 
were merged. York. 


Witmark composed the music| Besides his wife, he leaves two 





wrt Zenda Waltz,” “Camilla brothers and two sisters. 
altz” and others, and also scores 
for several musical comedies pro- FRANK HOLLIDAY, JR. 
in the 90s. Later he became Frank Holliday, Jr., 35, film 





ueed i 
fessional manager for the firm. 


a 
oh actor, hanged himself with his belt 
e had never married. 


in Hollywood jail, August 3, three 
hours after he was arrested on a 
MAURICE J. SPEISER charge of breaking into a service 
Maurice J. Speiser, 68, promi-| Station. 

nent theatrical attorney and long| Patrolman R. F. Crarraker 
the general counsel for the Nation.| Said Holliday told him: “Give me 





al Assn. of Performi j : a break: I’ve never been in trouble | 
of a heart attack Aug Tn bee before, and I was broke and walk- | 
delphia. He had been in failing ing, around with nothing else to 
ealth for several months. do.” , j 
In his Capacity as NAPA attor-| Holliday, a singer, appeared on 
hey, Speiser sponsored two Con-| @ Hollywood radio program shortly 
Sressional bills last year which) before his arrest. His wife, 
would have strengthened the copy- Camilla, collapsed when she iden- 
i a bed preventing free play- | tified him. 
Profit by ‘radio etationa gov csonn | CARLTON S. MONTAYNE 


radio stations, jukeboxes. | 
ine ro also campatgned for in-| 
and 4X concessions for writers. 
Prion ormers. 
or to turning to a theatrical 
oo: Speiser was a former as- | 
del ht district attorney in Phila-| 
Phia. After 15 years in the of-. 


e resigned in 1926. A son, 
Herbert, died last year. 





Bob BOB MURPHY 
actor Murphy, 59, former vaude | 
of th and more recently operator | 
eg House of Murphy, Coast 
Pape Aug. 6 in Santa Mon- 

#l., of pneumonia. He leaves 


Carlton S. Montayne, 56, author 
of mystery yarns and detective 
stories. died at Larchmont, N.Y., 


Father of LaVerne Einloth, of 
| Repaniie exchange staff in Pitts- 
| burgh, died there Aug. 2. 


| Mother of Pete Quiter, veteran 
| office manager for U-I in Pitts- 
burgh, died on July 23. 








| Waldo Lee Roberts, vet police- 
‘man at Warner Bros. studios, died 
tat his home in Burbank, Cal., Aug. 
6. He had been with studio for 15 
| years. 





| star, died in North Hollywood, Aug. 
/3. In addition to actor, he is sur- 
vived by wife (his third) and step- 
| daughter. 





| LaVonne_ Silvers, 35, 


‘wife of Lou Silvers, 


| 
! 





| 
} 


| 





' 
| 


| on the promise that ne new 


Father, 78. of Clark Gable, film films will be booked. At times, ex?| 


former | 
musical di- | 


rector, was found dead Aug. 3 in| 
her Los Angeles home after tak- | 


ing sleeping pills. 





‘ticket broker and legit producer, 


Aug. 3, after a heart attack. ; 
Probably best known for his 
writings was The Phantom series, 


‘died in that city, July 30. 








published by Street & Smith. He Clawed by Tiger 
also wrote the book and lyrics “4 Chicago, Aug. 10. 
“Rose Girl,’ musical produced) 4) 1 ctark. 60 year-old-anima! 


some years ago by the Shuberts. was badly clawed by a 


: if trainer. ) 
Survived by wile. ‘tiger while appearing with the 
‘Shrine circus in Jackson, Mich., 


MRS. RICHARD G. HERNDON 

Mrs. Anna Herndon, 54, former 
actress and wife of Richard G. 
Herndon, Broadway producer and 


last week. 
She refused to go to the hospital 
and was treated on the lot. 


Father of Saul Heller, Cleveland | 











Brit. Boycott 


Continued from page 1 





| 


} 


| 


| 


Harmonicats, harmonica trio. 

Ida Lupino to Collier Young, La 
Jolla, Cai., Aug. 5. Bride is a fiim 
actress; he’s a studio executive. 

Grace Bruns to Raymond Dorian, 
Los Angeles, Aug. 7. Bride is 
singer. he’s a dancer. Both are in 
“Carousel” Co. 


BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Bud Thompson, 
son, San Antonio, July 17. Father 
is program director of KTSA. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Nash, Jr., 
son, Pittsburgh, July 30. Father 





|manages theatre for his father. 


' daughter, 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank McCormick, 
Pittsburgh, July 16. 
Mother is Marjorie Thoma, radio 
writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sterling Hayden, 


can-made, Universal film recently son, Hollywood, Aug. 7. Father is 


house in Brooklyn. When protest 
was made, pickets said that U and 
Rank were really the “same com: 
pany; or were so closely asso- 
ciated that “there was little dif- 
ference in the two.” 


N. Y¥. Circuits Halted 


So far as the two major circuits 
in Gotham are concerned, the boy- 
cott to all purposes is 100% effec- 
tive. RKO was compelled to pull 
Sir Alexander Korda’s “An Ideal 
Husband,” Paulette Goddard star- 
rer distributed by 20th-Fox, be- 
cause of the tense situation. RKO- 
ers want to hold up on the pic un- 
til the furore dies. Loew’s has not 
played a British film for many 
months. 

Force of the boycott is now 
growing hotter. Opening of “Mine 
Own Executioner,’ another Korda 
opus, was postponed Monday (9) 


from a planned opening this week | 


at the Sutton. “Piccadilly Inci- 
dent,” Herbert Wilcox production, 
was pulled from the Elysee also 
beeause of Zionist resistance. 

No Jewish organization has offi- 
cially joined in the boycott. Sons 
of Liberty tags itself non-sectarian. 
Major Jewish groups, such as the 
B'nai B'rith and the Anti-Defama- 
tion League, have stayed strictly 
away from the movement. Report- 
edly, they disapprove of it and 
efforts are being made by both 
American and British film interests 
to induce them to come out against 
that maneuver. 


Picketing Aspects 
Boycott will continue until ‘the 
British cease al] their instigation 
of the Arabs in Palestine,’ accord- 
ing to Milton Eisenberg, research | 
director of Sons of Liberty. Eisen- | 
berg said five metropolitan circuits 


; 
i 


developed at a Randforce circuit |4 film actor. 


Mr .and Mrs. Robert Bruce, twin 
daughters, Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Father is a travelog producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Kaney, son, 
Chicago, July 25. Father is man- 
ager of NBC central division sta- 
tion relations dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Savage, 
daughter, Chicago, Aug. 1. Father 
is in ABC's continuity dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Bracken, 


‘daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 9. Father 


{ 


} 
} 
j 


| 
} 


is actor; mother, Connie Nickerson, 
is former legit actress. 


Ohio Showboat 


Centinued frem page 1 














can double in brass for the band 
and do specialties for the vaude- 
ville routine as well as handle 
aeting assignments and = scenery 
changes ior the playss 

Modern plays, “Arsenic and 
Old Lace” and “You Can't Take 
It With You,” offered to attract 
present-day audiences, are shown 


alternately with temperance melo- 


dramas like “Ten Nights in a 
Barroom” The Majestic company 
presents a daily parade, a concert 
on the steam calliope, a band con- 
cert and vaudeville routines pat- 
terned after the earlier era. Mem- 
bers of the company also operate 
popcorn soft drink and candy con- 
cessions, hawking their wares as 
much as possible like the old 
professional pitchmen of 50 years 
ago. 

The Majestic was built by Capt. 
T. J. Reynolds, (who still operates 
it) in 1923. Proceeds from the 
current season will be used. to 
help pay forthe students’ ex- 
penses during their winter term 
at the two Ohio colleges. 


only been employed in New York. 
‘but the outfit distributes litera-— 


(without naming them) had agreed | 
to cooperate. Picketing, so far, has | 





ture and posters to those sym-. 
pathetic to the movement else-— 


where. 
: i Theatre” is a Coast origi- 
| 
scabs at heey en, be ne of 
does so as a last resort. If an ex- | Seal a>: aaa over Ag etcate 
hib is tied with a commitment for | night ABC program and perma- 
a British pic, the boyeott group inently emcee the Texaco TV show 
frequently withholds picket lines | j t 
the AM airer, too, will be brought 


trek. Similarly, the “Texaco Star 


hibs and their attorneys have con- 
sulted 'egalites repping the 
to determine how tightly tied the 
exhib is. 
Picketing has 
“Seventh Veil” recently played the 
Little Carnegie, N. Y., without at- 
tracting placard-bearers. Other 
British pix have had similar ex- 
periences. Understood that Ned 
Depinet, RKO’s exec veepee, won a 
clean. bill 


_bered,” produced by RKO in Eng- 


land, because the company making 


the film was American. 


i chief, 


“Escape,” another Korda film, 
opens at the Globe, Broadway 
first-run, Saturday (14). Pie has 
been booked into the house by 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., 20th’s sales 
who reportedly said he 
would risk a film in one theatre 


{but not on a circuit. 


} 
4 


for “So Well Remem-. 


east. 

Some of the stars are cons: dering 
filming their radio shows for iele, 
selling them independently to tele 
stations around the country, but 
the present feeling of the agencies 


been sporadic. is to “bring em’ back to N. Y, 


alive.” 








New Look 


ae Continued from page 1 





ciated with him in the new en- 
terprise are Bruce Gear, personal 
manager for Colonna, and Don W. 
Haynes, long identified in the man- * 
agement field with such  band- 
leaders as Charlie Spivak, Tex 
Beneke end the late Glenn Miller. 

“Horsecapades” is not a horse 
show in the usual sense of the 
phrase, format being similar to 
that of en ice show. 
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